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Wyoming is a special place and our abundant wildlife resources play a central role in the lives 
of those who live, work, and recreate here.  Hunters, anglers, trappers, landowners, wildlife 
enthusiasts, farmers and ranchers all play a vital part in the stewardship of Wyomingôs wildlife.  
In turn, they entrust the men and women who wear the Wyoming Game Warden Badge to 
provide firm yet fair enforcement of the laws and regulations enacted to conserve Wyomingôs 
wildlife. 
   
This report is a summary of the law enforcement work conducted in calendar year 2020 by your 
Wyoming Game Wardens.  While much of the world experienced Covid-19 related stay-at-
home orders, curfews, and quarantines, the work of protecting Wyomingôs wildlife did not stop.  
Wyoming Game Wardens, with the help of other agency personnel including Office Managers, 
Biologists, and Lab personnel, logged over 53,000 hours and documented just over 4,100 
violations.  The scope of enforcement work, ranging from aquatic invasive species to furbearers 
and large carnivores, is indicative of the challenge Wyomingôs game wardens face in their effort 
to protect Wyomingôs rich diversity of wildlife. 
 
I am confident that as you read this report, you will see the dedication, professionalism, and 
determination Wyoming Game Wardens put forth to ensure we continue to enjoy the unique 
Wyoming wildlife experience.  It takes a special set of skills, interests, and abilities to work as a 
Wyoming Game Warden. The responsibility of finding the right person to wear the red shirt and 
protect your wildlife is one we do not take lightly.  Take a minute to review the rigorous process 
we undertake to select the most capable individuals to serve you and conserve your wildlife.  I 
am sure you will agree we do our due diligence.  Indeed, Wyoming is a special place made so 
with the help of thoughtfully and carefully selected men and women who wear the badge of a 
Wyoming Game Warden. 
 
This report provides you with a summary of the return on a portion of your license investments.  
I think you will be pleased to know the dollars you contribute for the enforcement of 
Wyomingôs wildlife laws are well spent.  Take some time to enjoy the case highlights, then 
head outside to continue enjoying your Wyoming wildlife experience with the assurance the 
conservation of your wildlife is in good hands. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Rick King 
Chief Game Warden 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF 
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The Wyoming Game & Fish Department 
(Department) is responsible for the conservation and 
management of over 800 species of wildlife found in 
the state.  Residents and visitors alike value 
Wyomingôs world-class opportunities for hunting, 
fishing and wildlife viewing. The Department is 
dedicated to conserving and protecting Wyomingôs 
wildlife to ensure these opportunities for future 
generations.  Enforcement of wildlife laws  and 
apprehension of wildlife violators are critical 
components of the Departmentôs overall wildlife 
management efforts. 
 
The Wyoming public has consistently supported the 
Departmentôs law enforcement officers and 
programs, giving high marks to game wardens and 
wildlife investigators for their professionalism and 
dedication to their work.  Department law 
enforcement officers investigate all types of wildlife 
crimes and work through the court system to ensure 
the successful prosecution of violators.  Annually, 

INTRODUCTION 

officers dedicate thousands of work hours, hundreds 
of thousands of vehicle miles (patrol vehicles, all 
terrain vehicles and snowmobiles), thousands of 
watercraft hours and hundreds of horseback days 
patrolling Wyomingôs vast landscapes to enforce the 
stateôs hunting, fishing, trapping, boating and 
general wildlife laws.  They also spend countless 
hours interacting with members of the public to gain 
support for and ensure compliance with wildlife and 
watercraft safety laws. 
 
The following report details Department law 
enforcement efforts and highlights for calendar year 
2020.  It includes an organizational chart of law 
enforcement personnel, regional summaries, 
violation statistics, new game warden testing/hiring 
results, game warden training and new legislation 
affecting the law enforcement program.  It also 
discusses Wyomingôs Stop Poaching Program, 
Wildlife Investigations Unit efforts and other aspects 
of wildlife law enforcement in Wyoming. 

Sheridan Region Wildlife Supervisor Craig Smith on patrol in the Bighorn Mountains.  The elk died of natural causes. 
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2020 LAW ENFORCEMENT ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 
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Jackson Region 

 
Work Unit Overview 
The Jackson Region has up to five law enforcement 
officers, including three district game wardens, one 
regional game warden stationed in Alpine on 
occasion and one regional wildlife supervisor. In 
2020, the Jackson Region did not have a regional 
game warden stationed in Alpine. The Jackson 
Region is located south of Yellowstone National 
Park and wardens patrol the Jackson Hole Valley, 
Gros Ventre Range and Star Valley, along with the 
Hoback and Greys River drainages.  The district 
game wardens cover the North Jackson, South 
Jackson and Afton game warden districts. 
  
2020 Law Enforcement Efforts 
Jackson Region law enforcement officers 
documented 232 violations within the region in 
2020.  Officers issued 87 citations, 141 warnings 
and investigated four cases in which a suspect was 
never developed.  Although the Jackson Region is 
relatively small, the game wardens in the region are 
extremely busy from a law enforcement perspective.  
In addition to fall hunting seasons, fishing 
enforcement, bear baiting and dealing with winter 
range/antler collection violations, game wardens 
respond to many calls for service from a diverse 
public with varying wildlife interests. 
  
Game wardens in the Jackson Region spent a 
considerable amount of time working horseback in 

REGIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT HIGHLIGHTS 

remote backcountry areas and by boat/kayak on the 
Greys, Salt and Snake rivers.  The high public use in 
these areas keeps wardens busy in their law 
enforcement efforts.  Each year, game wardens 
detect several fishing violations in some very remote 
areas of the Jackson Region. 
  
Game wardens were able to spend a significant 
amount of time conducting watercraft enforcement 
on Jackson Lake, Palisades Reservoir and the Snake 
River.  Watercraft enforcement on Palisades 
Reservoir in past years was typically limited as the 
water level dropped and the reservoir essentially left 
Wyoming.  However, in recent years, the Bureau of 
Reclamation has maintained higher water levels in 
the reservoir later into the summer.  Wardens were 
able to conduct compliance checks throughout the 
summer and their efforts seem to be having an 
impact on watercraft violation rates occurring on the 
reservoir. Palisades Reservoir is currently the 
Regionôs most significant watercraft enforcement 
workload. 

Wardens James Hobbs and Kyle Lash check boaters on 
Palisades Reservoir. 
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Wardens spent time working trapping enforcement 
and responding to public concerns when traps were 
encountered along major recreational trails on the 
Bridger-Teton National Forest.  This year, there was 
a case where traps were set in close proximity to an 
extremely busy hiking/dog walking trailhead.  The 
traps were investigated by the local game warden 
and removed after trapping violations were 
discovered. 
  
Unfortunately, due to not having enough personnel 
statewide, the region was not able to have a game 
warden stationed in Alpine during 2020. The 
addition of this officer is extremely valuable in 
workload relief for other regional personnel.  Having 
a game warden stationed in Alpine increases 
enforcement presence in the Region and allows 
district game wardens to diversify work tasks.  The 
position also provides a significant benefit to district 
game wardens in dealing with damage issues and the 

REGIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT HIGHLIGHTS 

public at large on a daily basis. The community of 
Alpine is growing rapidly and the calls for service 
there are increasing. 
  
The Grand Teton National Park (GTNP) elk 
reduction program and the elk/wild bison hunting 
season on the National Elk Refuge (NER) continue 
to be a considerable workload for law enforcement 
personnel in the region. This year elk harvest in 
GTNP and the NER increased substantially due to 
the early onset of snow and cold weather in the 
region.  Wild bison harvest was extremely low in 
2020 due to mild weather conditions and all wild 
bison harvested in 2020 were taken on surrounding 
United States Forest Service (USFS) lands. 
  
Game wardens continued to invest significant effort 
into the enforcement of the shed antler and horn 
collection regulation.  Game wardens detected 
several violations of this regulation and local winter 
range closures.  The use of technology has provided 
game wardens with tools that have vastly improved 
chances of successfully apprehending antler 
regulation violators. In 2020, a discrepancy in the 
opening time for winter range use and antler 
collection time caused frustration among antler 
collectors, game wardens and federal land 
management agencies. Many antler collection 
violations occurred when people began collecting 
antlers early, but game wardens chose to issue 
warnings in many cases due to the confusion caused 
by the rules discrepancy. 
  
Task Forces 
The region conducted its annual Antler Rendezvous 
task force in Alpine from June 20-28. The antler sale 
was rescheduled from the standard date in May due 
to COVID-19 and the NER/Boy Scout antler auction 
in Jackson was cancelled.  This effort is designed to 
monitor the sale and transfer of antlers, heads, 
taxidermy mounts and other wildlife parts during the 
Antler Rendezvous.  This is an excellent opportunity 
to work closely with participating antler dealers/
vendors while issuing interstate game tags (IGT) for 
antlers/horns on skull plates prior to and during the 
weeklong event.  A modest number of minor 
violations centering on IGT requirements were 
documented during the rendezvous.  No major 
violations were detected.   

Warden Jon Stephens surveys his district from atop an outfitter 
campôs bear-proof meat platform. 
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Notable Cases 
Trapping Violations:  On December 31, Game 
Warden Kyle Lash received word about suspicious 
traps in Cache Creek in close proximity to the Hagan 
Trailhead. This trailhead is used extensively by 
hikers and dog walkers. Warden Lash responded to 
the area that evening with a wildlife camera and 
inspected the traps.  That evening, he located two 
live traps and four leg hold traps.  While inspecting 
the traps, Warden Lash was unable to locate any 
trapper ID tags, as required by law.  He set a camera 
to watch over the site in an attempt to identify the 
trapper and see if they were checking their traps on 
time.  It snowed about six inches that night, which 
covered any tracks in the area.  Warden Lash went to 
the area every day to ensure no one had walked in 
the direction of the traps and also utilized the camera 
to monitor the area.  After no one had checked the 
traps for about 90 hours, well over the 72-hour 
check time required by regulation, Warden Lash 
removed the illegal traps from the area.  Over the 
next few days,  Warden Lash followed up on a 
variety of leads and was able to come up with a 
possible suspect.  In addition, he discovered a trap 
ID tag on the small live trap he had seized after the 
snow and ice melted off it.   The number on the ID 
tag was assigned to the suspect.  
 
On the evening of January 7, Warden Lash made 
contact with the suspect and they went to the Cache 
Creek area together to search for additional traps.  
The suspect explained that he had not checked his 
traps since around the evening of December 31, 

REGIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT HIGHLIGHTS 

nearly 168 hours ago.  Warden Lash asked to verify 
the trap locations from which he had seized the 
traps.  The suspect took Warden Lash to two traps he 
had missed, one leg hold and one live trap.  The live 
trap was buried in snow and had a trapper ID tag on 
it.  The suspect admitted he had taken a fox with his 
traps.  The suspect was issued two citations, one for 
failure to check traps within 72 hours and another 
for failure to tag traps.  He appeared in court and 
was sentenced to a fine of $510, loss of trapping 
privileges for 18 months, and a jail sentence of 10 
days. 

 
Antler Collection Violation:  
This case is an example of a fairly common 
violation, but notable due to the penalty imposed by 
the court.  In late April, a couple went for a walk in 
the Gros Ventre drainage on a section of national 
forest that was closed to human presence to protect 
wintering wildlife.  During their walk, they found a 
shed elk antler and hid it from view of others, 
returning after dark that night to retrieve it.  
Collection of shed antlers in the area was closed in 
the area until May 1.  The suspects were caught  
leaving the closed area with the elk antler by game 
wardens Jon Stephens and Kyle Lash.  They were 
cited for collecting shed antlers on public lands 
during a closure.  The court proceedings in this case 
led to one of the suspects being fined $435 and 
having his hunting, fishing and trapping privileges 
suspended for a year.  The case against the second 
suspect was dismissed. 
 
Illegally Shooting Across a Public Roadway: 
During the late season cow elk hunt, a bullet struck  
an occupied pickup truck parked along a very busy 
highway north of Jackson, entering through the 
passenger door and lodging in the center console.  
Game Warden Jon Stephens worked with an NER 
park ranger to locate a suspect, a hunter who had 
fired two shots at a cow elk.  The hunter admitted 
that one of his shots had missed the elk and was in 
the direction of the highway, nearly half a mile 
away.  The officers used field ballistic techniques to 
compare the caliber and rifling marks on the bullet 
recovered from the damaged truck to the barrel of 
the hunterôs rifle.  This evidence helped the officers 
confirm they had the right suspect, who was cited 
for shooting across a public road and fined $250. 

Warden Kyle Lash patrols the Snake River. 
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Closed Season Black Bear: 
On the evening of October 26, Game Warden James 
Hobbs received a text message from an informant 
who had seen Snapchat photos of two suspected 
wildlife violations.  One photo showed an individual 
(Suspect #1)  with a black bear that he claimed to 
have shot that day.  The informant stated that the 
picture looked like a location up Poison Hollow or 
the head of Skull Creek.  That location was in Bear 
Hunt Area 16, which closed on October 7 having 
reached its mortality limit.  Another photo posted at 
the same time showed a cow elk that had been shot 
by Suspect #1ôs friend on the same hunting trip.  The 
elk season in the area was only open to antlered elk 
at the time, the cow season having closed on 
October 17.  Warden Hobbs had seen a truck 
belonging to Suspect #1ôs father parked at the 
pullout at Poison Hollow earlier that evening as he 
was headed out of the Greys River.  There had been 
fresh snow on October 25, and both photos that were 
posted had fresh snow in them. 

REGIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT HIGHLIGHTS 

 
On the following day, Warden Hobbs, with the help 
of Dave Hyde, the Departmentôs feed ground 
manager, rode horseback into the divide between 
Poison Hollow and Skull Creek.  They found one set 
of horse tracks and followed them to the head of 
Skull Creek.  They searched up a steep draw and 
found a fresh bear carcass from the day before.  
Warden Hobbs documented the kill site with a photo 
matching the photo of the harvested bear.  Warden 
Hobbs continued following the horse tracks to a 
location that matched the photo of the cow elk with 
Suspect #2 in it.  At that location, he found a cow 
elk carcass.  All evidence of sex was left at the site 
of the kill, along with several items of trash. 
 
After returning home with the evidence collected at 
the crime scenes, Warden Hobbs waited for Suspect 
#1 to register the black bear, which must be done 
within 72 hours of harvest.  Suspect #1 missed the 
check period, so Warden Hobbs decided to interview 
him in Alpine.  During the interview, Suspect #1 
admitted to killing the bear and that he had not been 
wearing fluorescent orange clothing as required.  He 
said he thought only female bears needed to be 

This social media post led Warden Hobbs to the kill sites of 
a black bear and elk taken illegally. 

Warden James Hobbs poses for a photo at the kill site of a 
black bear that was killed illegally in the Greys River area. 
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checked in within 72 hours.  Lastly, he admitted that 
he had left some trash at the cow elk kill site.  At the 
time, Suspect #1 was employed as a guide for an 
outfitter in the Jackson area.  He stated that he had 
looked at the bear regulation book and saw that the 
bear season stayed open until October 31.  However, 
black bear seasons close when the female mortality 
limit is reached and hunters are responsible for 
calling a hotline to check an areaôs status prior to 
hunting.  Suspect #1 claimed he didnôt call the 
hotline because he was already out of cell phone 
coverage. 
 
Suspect #1 stated that his friend had shot the cow elk 
believing it was a spike bull.  They took all the meat 
so they thought it was fine.  Warden Hobbs spoke to 
Suspect #2 and he admitted to shooting the elk, not 
having an elk special management stamp, littering, 
not wearing fluorescent orange and failing to leave 
evidence of sex on the elk.  Suspect #1 was issued 

REGIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT HIGHLIGHTS 

citations for taking a black bear during a closed 
season, failing to register a bear within 72 hours of 
harvest, littering and failing to wear fluorescent 
orange clothing.  Suspect #2 was issued citations for 
taking the wrong sex of elk, failing to purchase an 
elk special management stamp and littering.  He was 
issued warnings for failing to wear fluorescent 
orange clothing and failing to retain evidence of sex 
on the elk.  Between the two suspects, they were 
fined $2,350.  Suspect #1ôs hunting privileges were 
suspended for three years. 
 

 
Cody Region  

 
Work Unit Overview 
The Cody Region has 12 law enforcement officers, 
including nine district game wardens, one access 
coordinator, one game warden supervisor and one 
regional wildlife supervisor.  The Cody Region is 
located in northwest Wyoming and wardens patrol 
from the Montana state line south to Boysen 
Reservoir and from Yellowstone National Park east 
to the west slope of the Bighorn Mountains.  The 
region includes the North Cody, South Cody, 
Powell, Lovell, Meeteetse, Greybull, Ten Sleep, 
Thermopolis and Worland game warden districts. 
 
2020 Law Enforcement Efforts 
Cody Region law enforcement officers documented 
386 violations within the region in 2020.  Officers 

Warden James Hobbs at the kill site of a cow elk taken 
during a closed season. 
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issued 186 citations, 182 warnings and investigated 
18 cases in which a suspect was never identified. 
During 2020 the most common citations issued in 
the Cody region were for hunting on private 
property without permission, failing to properly tag 
big or trophy game animals and fishing without a 
license. Wardens spent the majority of their time 
patrolling their districts and assisting neighboring 
wardens with locating suspects and conducting 
several search/arrest warrants.  The Cody Region 
wildlife investigator worked on several high priority 
cases and assisted region wardens on investigations 
involving search/arrest warrants.  
  
The Cody Region has a great deal of rugged 
backcountry with a diverse amount of both trophy 
game and big game animals.  Wardens spent 
considerable time patrolling these areas with horses 
and pack animals.  Although often rewarding, 
patrolling backcountry areas can be difficult and 
dangerous.  In addition to the dangers of law 

REGIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT HIGHLIGHTS 

enforcement, there is potential for inclement 
weather, downed trees across trails, grizzly bear 
encounters, horse accidents and other hazards.  
Wardens must be thoroughly prepared and ready to 
respond to these hazards as they arise. 
 
The Cody Region continues to utilize late season 
antlerless elk hunting seasons for population 
management.  These late antlerless elk seasons are 
needed to obtain harvest in areas that are over their 
population objectives and where hunter access is 
limited due to large numbers of elk congregating on 
private properties that allow no public access.  Most 
elk seasons close on December 21, but one hunt area 
remained open until January 15.  In these late season 
hunts, wardens typically deal with trespassing calls, 
over-limits of elk and shooting wrong sex of elk 
violations. 
 
Wardens in the Cody Region have encountered an 
increase of issues regarding cell phone mapping 
apps.  These apps are becoming more popular and 
replacing traditional GPS units.  However, hunters 
should be aware that sometimes there are 
discrepancies between ownership data on these apps 
and county assessor records, especially for parcels 
with "unknown" ownership and some state land 
sections.  Some hunters have tried to take advantage 
of these situations and ended up trespassing on 

Warden Travis Crane checks elk hunters near Cody. 

Two buck mule deer seized as evidence after being killed 
illegally near Cody. 
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private lands.  Although mapping apps and GPS 
units are excellent tools, hunters are ultimately 
responsible for hunting where there is legal access 
available to them. 
 
Task Forces 
The North Fork of the Shoshone River and Buffalo 
Bill Reservoir continue to be popular fisheries.  A 
portion of Buffalo Bill Reservoir is closed to fishing 
April 1-July 14 and the July 15 opening day of the 
reservoirôs west end is popular among anglers.  On 
opening day, several wardens from throughout the 
Cody Region patrolled the reservoir, with the goal of 
patrolling the reservoir in plain clothes via boat to 
document fishermen with over-limits of trout.  Other 
wardens patrolled in uniform from shore checking 
fishermen as they came off the reservoir in their 
boats at all boat launching areas on the reservoir.  
During this task force, no over-limits of fish were 
detected. Overall compliance was very good and 
only a few minor violations were detected.  Anglers 
and recreational boaters were generally happy to be 
contacted by wardens during the opener and many 
thanked the wardens for their efforts. 
 
Several wardens were assigned to work the July 1 
fishing opener on the North Fork of the Shoshone 
River.  This is a very popular fishery and receives a 
great deal of fishing pressure on the opening day if 
water conditions are good for fishing.  Wardens 
would check all fishermen for compliance from 
Gibbs Bridge upstream to the Yellowstone National 
Park boundary.  This year, water conditions were not 
very favorable for fishing on the opener due to high 
runoff from snow melt.  However, it should be noted 
that wardens in the Cody Region spent a great deal 
of time patrolling this stretch of water during the 
closed season due to the increase of people out 
fishing due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Many 
fishermen were recreating during the spring after 
being told to either work from home or stay home 
from work altogether.  Cody Region wardens issued 
a higher number of citations for fishing in closed 
waters than in previous years. 
 
Notable Cases 
Trespassers Kill Two Trophy Mule Deer Bucks:  
On the morning of November 14, South Cody Game 
Warden Grant Gerharter received a report from a 

REGIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT HIGHLIGHTS 

concerned landowner that he had observed someone 
shoot from a public road.  The landowner stated that 
two trucks were present and that they loaded a deer 
in one of the trucks.  The property surrounding the 
landowner is private so Warden Gerharter suspected 
a possible trespassing violation as well.  Minutes 
later, Warden Gerharter observed the truck that was 
described to him as having the deer in it turn onto 
the Lower South Fork Road.  Warden Gerharter 
caught up to the truck and stopped it.  In the back of 
the truck was a large mule deer buck that was not 
field dressed.   The mule deer season in the area had 
closed.  The truck was occupied by a husband and 
wife who possessed general deer licenses.  The 
general deer season had closed ten days earlier.  
Warden Gerharter accompanied the two suspects and 
discovered that the deer had been killed less than 20 
yards from the right of way fence on private 
property. 
 
The suspects admitted that their son and daughter-in-
law were up the river hunting and their daughter-in-
law had taken a deer the day before.  Warden 

Warden Grant Gerharter with a buck mule deer killed by 
trespassers near Cody. 
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Gerharter seized the mule deer buck as evidence.  
The couple were able to contact their son and his 
wife and have them meet the wardens near the scene.  
When they arrived, the wardens discovered that they 
were also hunting with general licenses during a 
closed season.  The wardens and all four suspects 
returned to the motel, where the wardens seized a 
second large mule deer buck from them.  The 
daughter-in-law informed the wardens that she had 
harvested her deer on National Forest land, but 
admitted that they did not field dress the deer there.  
She stated they dragged the deer out whole and took 
it to another location to field dress it.  All four 
suspects were charged with taking a deer out of 
season and the father was also charged with 
trespassing.  They all pled guilty in court and were 
sentenced to total fines of $2,280 and $8,000 in 
restitution.  The father also lost his hunting 
privileges for two years. 
 
Doing the Right Thing:  North Cody Game 
Warden Travis Crane received a report from a local 

REGIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT HIGHLIGHTS 

outfitter that one of his clients had shot two bull elk 
by mistake in a backcountry area of the Sweetwater 

drainage.  They had packed one elk back to camp, 
where they were able to get a cell signal and call 
Warden Crane.  They made plans pack out the 

second bull the following morning so the meat could 
be donated.  Unfortunately, when they returned they 
found a grizzly bear feeding on the second bull so 

they were unable to retrieve it.  Warden Crane met 
with the outfitter and his client at the trailhead to 
hear the hunterôs side of the story.  The hunter said 

there were three bulls in the group he was hunting 
and he ended up firing three shots at what he 
believed was the same elk.  He saw it go down and 

when he got to the bull, he saw the second bull dead 
about 30 yards away.  The hunter took full 
responsibility for killing both elk and did the right 
thing by turning himself in for the violation.  The 

hunter was cited for taking an over-limit of elk and 
fined $450.  This case serves as an excellent 
example of ethical behavior by the hunter and his 

outfitter.  Had they decided to not report the elk and 
simply abandoned it in the backcountry, the 
consequences would likely have been much more 

severe. 
 
 

Sheridan Region 

Work Unit Overview 

Warden Travis Crane packs out elk antlers seized as part of 
an  over-limit investigation in the Cody backcountry. 



2020 Annual Law Enforcement Report                                                                                     15 

 

The Sheridan Region has nine law enforcement 
officers, including seven senior game wardens, one 
access coordinator and one regional wildlife 
supervisor.  This year, the region also had one game 
warden who attended the Wyoming Law 
Enforcement Academy and spent less than one 
month patrolling Keyhole Reservoir prior to being 
promoted to a district in another region.  The 
Sheridan Region encompasses the east slope of the 
Bighorn Mountains, the Powder River Basin, the 
Rochelle Hills, portions of the Little Missouri River 
drainage and the western edge of the Black Hills.  
The region includes game warden districts in 
Dayton, Sheridan, Buffalo, Kaycee, North Gillette, 
South Gillette and Moorcroft.  The regional access 
coordinator is stationed in Buffalo, but conducts law 
enforcement throughout the region as needed. 
  
2020 Law Enforcement Efforts 
Sheridan Region law enforcement officers 
documented 549 violations within the region in 
2020, an increase of 108 violations from 2019. 
Officers issued 238 citations, 229 warnings and 
investigated 82 cases in which a suspect was never 
developed.  Due to the amount of private land in the 
region, wardens receive regular complaints of 
trespassing, shooting from a public road and failure 
to tag violations.  During the 2020 calendar year, 
wardens documented 62 trespass violations, 17 
instances of hunters shooting from a public roadway, 
20 fail to tag big game animal before leaving the site 
of kill and 33 violations for wasting a big game 
animal.  The region also employs aggressive hunting 
seasons for doe/fawn white-tailed deer, which 
inherently results in the increased take of young 
male animals or wrong species.  In 2020, wardens 
documented 24 violations for taking the wrong sex 
or wrong species big game animal.  The region did 
not have a dedicated watercraft/fishing enforcement 
warden assigned at Keyhole Reservoir this year, and 
we observed a reduction in the number of watercraft 
violations documented.  The Moorcroft and Gillette 
game wardens did patrol Keyhole on weekends and 
holidays, as did the Buffalo game warden at Lake 
Desmet.  Game wardens documented 43 watercraft 
violations in the region during 2020.  Regional 
efforts indicate 21 violations for failure to provide 
life jackets or throwable floatation device aboard 
watercraft, 30 violations for fishing without a license 
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and three violations for operating an unnumbered 
watercraft. The enforcement of aquatic invasive 
species (AIS) regulations is important in the region 
and statewide, and the Sheridan Region documented 
15 total violations.  Eleven boats were documented 
without an AIS decal, three boats launched without 
an AIS inspection and one violation for failure to 
stop at an AIS check station was apprehended. 
 
Task Forces 
One task force was conducted in the region again 
this year to address the problem of illegal take of elk 
and deer in the vicinity of the Kerns Wildlife Habitat 
Management Area (WHMA) and is referred to as the 
State Line Task Force.  Two-officer teams were 
assigned to the area during January and February of 
2020.  Operations were focused on nighttime and 
early morning hours.  Wardens drove 12,000 miles 
and worked 700 hours during this task force.  They 
made 65 public contacts and documented 14 
violations that were addressed with 2 citations.  The 
other 12 violations were detected but a suspect was 
never developed.  Five poached elk carcasses and 
one poached deer carcass were discovered during the 

Wardens Ryan Kenneda and Jon Desonier patrol the Tongue 
River by kayak. 
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task force.  The State Line Task Force resulted in 
few detected violations given the amount of time 
and effort expended, however, poor communications 
(radio and cell phone) and the random nature of 
violations were identified as potential difficulties in 
conducting the operation.  Considerable snow levels 
and drifting conditions made travel difficult in 
February.  Again this year, suspects from previous 
documented violations were identified through the 
efforts of the task force participants.  The 
information gathered and contacts made during this 
task force are worth the effort in order to identify 
and deter violations.  Wardens deterred one person 
on the verge of shooting a large buck white-tailed 
deer, even though they did not apprehend the 
individual.  In addition, task force participants 
assisted the Sheridan County Sheriffôs Office with 
the discovery of a stolen pickup truck, the 
apprehension of three people driving a stolen truck, 
the investigation of a burglary and the apprehension 
of three other people who stole property from Wal-
Mart and Home Depot in Sheridan, as suspects 
attempted to elude law enforcement in the task force 
area.  Based on public comment, area landowners 
and the sporting public appreciate the Departmentôs 
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work to address the significant illegal killing of elk 
and deer. 
 
Notable Cases 
Lesson Learned?:  On October 18, the manager 
of a ranch east of Sheridan observed four individuals 
who appeared to be hunting without permission on 
ranch property.  He was able to photograph the 
license plate of their red Toyota pickup and head to a 
hill several miles away to get a cell signal and report 
what he had seen.  Game Warden Ryan Kenneda 
met with the ranch manager for details and then 
went to the area where the trespassers had been seen, 
but they were gone. 
 
Warden Kenneda found tire tracks in the snow, 
along with footprints and an impression where 
someone had laid prone next to the truck.  He 
followed footprints into a ravine and found a bloody 
drag mark in the snow.  The footprints and drag 
mark initially led to the deerôs gut pile and then up a 
hill toward the road.  However, the tracks doubled 
back down the ravine, where Warden Kenneda came 
upon a dead buck mule deer that had been covered 
with snow and brush.  The deer had been shot and 
the bullet had passed through the carcass.  Following 
the drag mark and blood in the snow, Warden 
Kenneda was able to locate the kill site.  There, he 
was able to dig up the bullet that had passed through 
the deer and lodged under the snow and dirt. 

Warden Dustin Shorma on patrol in the Bighorn Mountains. 

Warden Justin Dodd participates in firearms training. 
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As it was getting dark, Warden Kenneda went to the 
address associated with the suspect vehicle 
registration but no one was there.  Knowing that 
poachers often return at night to collect animals they 
have killed, Warden Kenneda found a spot to hide 
his truck near the deer and waited for the suspects to 
show themselves.  After a long, cold night with no 
sign of the poachers, Warden Kenneda was able to 
make contact with the owner of the house he had 
been to the night before.  The owner told Warden 
Kenneda that he had not been hunting deer the 
previous day, but his son and some friends (four 
youth hunters) had been.  Since all four suspects 
were juveniles, Warden Kenneda made 
arrangements with their parents to interview them. 
 
The boys explained that they had gone to a ranch 
where they had permission to hunt white-tailed deer.  
The season was open for white-tails and they had 
licenses, but they werenôt having any luck so they 
decided to head east of town.  They saw a nice buck 
mule deer and, believing the mule deer season was 
still open, the shooter got out of the truck, laid down 
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next to the road and shot it.  The shooter and one of 
the other youth went to the deer to retrieve it.  They 
knew they were on private land they did not have 
permission to hunt on, so they moved the deer out of 
site of the road to field dress it.  As they were 
dragging the deer to the truck, the ranch manager 
came upon them and got a picture of the truck 
license plate.  When the ranch manager left, the boys 
got scared and decided to hide the deer and come 
back for it later.  When asked why he didnôt come 
get the carcass the night he shot it, the shooter said, 
ñI knew you would be there waiting for me.ò  He 
went on to say that he was sick all night about what 
he had done, and he had told his football coach 
about it, who advised him to be honest and make 
things right. 
 
The shooter in this case was issued a citation for 
shooting from a public road and warnings for taking 
a deer during a closed season and trespassing.  He 
was fined $250.  All four of the youths will spend 
next summer working without pay on the ranch 
where the violation occurred, stretching fences and 
doing other ranch labor.  The shooter told Warden 
Kenneda that these events have changed his life and 
he has aspirations of becoming a game warden. 
 
Spring Elk:  In April, Dayton Game Warden 
Dustin Shorma discovered a photograph online that 
showed a recently killed bull elk with small, velvet 
antlers.  Other photographs accompanying the elk 

Online photo (left) compared to photo taken by Warden Dustin 
Shorma during closed season elk investigation. 

Juvenile suspects attempted to hide this buck mule deer killed 
by one of them on private land without permission. 
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showed familiar terrain and Warden Shorma 
believed he knew where the elk was killed.  Warden 
Shorma hiked up into the area where he believed the 
elk might be, and with the help of a few magpies, 
was able to find the kill site and remains of the elk.  
Comparing the online photograph with the kill site, 
it was very obvious to Warden Shorma he had 
located the same elk.  Warden Shorma was able to 
determine that a suspect from Crow Agency, 
Montana was responsible for killing the young bull 
elk.  The suspect was interviewed in Wyoming and 
admitted to that he killed the bull with one shot from 
his .243 rifle.  The suspect was issued a citation for 
taking an elk during a closed season.   The suspect 
never appeared at his court date and currently has an 
active bench warrant for failure to appear. 
 
Trespassing Conviction:  In mid-September, Game 
Warden Becca Lutz received a tip regarding a large 
bull elk being harvested on a small section of public 
land in Elk Hunt Area 129.  The odds of harvesting a 
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trophy bull elk on a single state land section in this 
area are extremely low and led wardens to 
investigate further.  Warden Lutz remembered 
contacting the suspect earlier in the season on a state 
section.  Warden Lutz interviewed one of the two 
suspects and received a false location of the kill site, 
but some interesting details regarding the kill site 
and field dressing style eventually led to the 
discovery of the carcass on private land.  Warden 
Lutz learned that the bull elk antlers, with a Boone 
and Crockett score of 380 1/8, had been taken to a 
taxidermist in Montana.  Warden Lutz contacted a 
Montana game warden to locate the elk head at the 
taxidermist.  Forensic evidence matched the carcass 
Warden Lutz discovered on private property to the 
head taken to the Montana taxidermist by the 
suspect. With the help of the Montana warden, the 
elk antlers were seized and returned to Warden Lutz, 
who cited both suspects for hunting on private land 
without permission.  They were each fined $450.  
The antlers will be used in hunter education classes 
in Campbell County. 
 
Poacher from Montana Convicted:  A poaching 
case involving a Wyola, Montana man was finally 
adjudicated in March 2020.  The case began in 
December 2016 when Dayton Game Warden Dustin 
Shorma discovered a kill site along the Pass Creek 
Road in Sheridan County.  Warden Shormaôs 
investigation revealed that the suspect had shot a 
large buck white-tailed deer from the county 
roadway and took the whole carcass back to 
Montana.  Evidence gathered during search warrants 
revealed additional wildlife violations for the 
suspect as well as two other individuals.  The 

Elk and deer poached in Wyoming by Montana man. 

A Montana game warden assisted Warden Becca Lutz with 
locating and seizing elk antlers as evidence in a trespassing 
investigation. 
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suspect poached a 6x6 bull elk in 2015, operated a 
spotlight to help another individual poach a bull elk 
in July 2016, and assisted with the poaching of a 
large buck white-tailed deer in November 2016.  The 
heads were recovered and the suspect was cited for 
two counts of taking an antlered big game animal 
without a license and trespassing.  As part of a plea 
agreement with the Sheridan County Attorneyôs 
Office, the suspect pled guilty to two charges, 
received a $5,000 fine, was placed on a year of 
probation and received a suspended jail sentence.   
 
 

Green River Region 

 
Work Unit Overview 
The Green River Region has 11 law enforcement 
officers at full staff, including seven district game 
wardens, two regional game wardens stationed in 
Green River, one access coordinator and one 
regional wildlife supervisor.  The Green River 
Region covers southwest and south central 
Wyoming and includes the Baggs, Rock Springs, 
Green River, Mountain View, Evanston, Kemmerer 
and Cokeville warden districts.  In 2020, the region 
started the year with one regional game warden 
position.  There were two regional game wardens 
during the summer and fall, with one of those 
leaving the region in November.  These positions 
focused on watercraft enforcement and safety during 
the summer. 
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2020 Law Enforcement Efforts 
Green River Region law enforcement officers 
documented 421 violations.  This is an increase from 
2019 when violations totaled 294 and is similar to 
the 422 violations documented in 2018.  The five-
year average number of violations for 2016-20 is 
449.  Officers issued 145 citations, 250 written 
warnings and investigated 26 cases in which a 
suspect was never identified.  
 
Due to a reduction in documented boating violations 
from 2018 (38) to 2019 (15), not including AIS 
violations, there was an increased emphasis placed 
on watercraft enforcement in the Green River 
Region in 2020.  This increased effort focused on 
Flaming Gorge Reservoir, which is the largest and 
busiest water body in the region.  The Mountain 
View, Green River, Rock Springs and regional game 
wardens participated in this effort.  Wardens 
documented 38 boating violations.  The most 
common violations encountered were failing to 
provide life jackets (13) and failing to provide a 
throwable flotation device (11).  Wardens saw a big 
increase in the use of paddleboards on regional 
waters.  Many paddleboarders were unaware of the 
life jacket requirement for these watercraft until 
informed by wardens.  
 
Another area of focus for the Green River Region 
has been AIS violations.  In particular, there has 
been a collective effort to prevent people 
transporting watercraft from failing to stop at AIS 
check stations.  There are four primary AIS check 
stations in the Green River Region.  These are 
located at the Evanston Port of Entry (POE), 
Kemmerer, Anvil Draw and Firehole.  In 2020, 
game wardens documented 97 AIS violations, 90 of 
which were failing to stop at an AIS check station.  
This is an increase from 60 AIS violations in 2019 
and the majority of these were documented at the 
Evanston POE, the busiest check station in the state.  
A task force was also used to increase enforcement 
at the Evanston POE check station. 
  
Violations of the shed antler and horn collection 
regulation continued to be a focus for wardens in the 
region.  In past years, wardens used a task force and 
fixed wing airplane to look for antler collection 
violators.    Wardens in the region responded to 
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several reports and worked a considerable amount of 
time patrolling for violators.  One of the biggest 
complaints this year was the change in the opening 
time to noon on May 1 for the antler collection 
season.  In 2020, there were three violations 
documented, down from 11 violations documented 

in 2019.  
 
Decoy Operations 
Wildlife decoys were utilized three times in the 
Green River Region in 2020 with one citation being 
issued.  Game wardens deployed a mule deer decoy 
for three different nights on a winter range area 
where poaching activity had been documented.  
During the decoy operations, one violation was 
observed and a citation issued for shooting from a 
public roadway. 
 
Task Forces 

Green River Region game wardens and AIS 
personnel planned and conducted a task force aimed 
at apprehending watercraft failing to stop at the 
Evanston POE AIS check station.  The task force 
utilized one out-of-region officer on Memorial Day 
Weekend and the Pioneer Holiday weekend in July.  
The task force served to educate members of the 
public and heighten enforcement of AIS laws.  
During the two weekends, officers documented 23 
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violations for boaters failing to stop at the check 
station for an AIS inspection.  The public in the area 
appreciates the extra effort put in by the Department 
to protect Wyoming from aquatic invasive species. 
 
Notable Cases 
The Uncooperative Elk:  Green River Game 
Warden Gary Boyd received a report on October 8 
that a man had shot two elk just west of Farson and 
left the elk in the field.  The reporting party said he 
witnessed a man shoot a bull and a cow elk in 
limited quota Elk Hunt Area 100 south of Wyoming 
State Highway 28.  He also said he knew the man 
that shot the elk and the elk were still in the field.  
The reporting party took wardens to the scene where 
the two elk lay.  Sweetwater Sheriffôs Office Deputy 
David Henderson was also at the scene to assist.  
The witness informed the officers of what he had 
observed and the name of the suspect he recognized 
driving the truck leaving the scene.   Wardens 
investigated the scene and salvaged the elk for 
donation. 
 
The next day, wardens contacted the suspect at his 
residence in Farson.  The suspect admitted to 
shooting both elk.  He told the wardens that he shot 
the bull first and when one cow just stayed there, he 
asked his friend if he wanted the cow, and then he 
shot it.  The men had general elk licenses and knew 
they were in limited quota Elk Hunt Area 100.  The 
suspect said they were trying to chase the elk across 
the highway into the general area but when the elk 
did not cooperate and move in the right direction, he 
just decided to shoot both elk.  He then saw another 

Warden Chris Baird on patrol in the Wyoming Range. 

Warden Kim Olson patrols High Savery Reservoir near Baggs. 
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truck in the area and was afraid they would turn him 
in for being in the wrong area so he drove off and 
left the elk in the field.  The suspect also admitted to 
shooting from the truck.  The second suspect 
confirmed what had happened and admitted he was 
going to tag the cow with his general license. 
  
The primary suspect in this case was cited for taking 
a bull elk without a proper license, taking an over 
limit of elk, and shooting elk from a vehicle. The 
second suspect was cited for accessory to taking an 
over-limit of elk and accessory to taking a cow elk 
without a proper license.  The primary suspect pled 
guilty to taking a bull elk without a proper license 
and was fined $5,070 and ordered to pay $6,000 
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restitution to the Game and Fish Access Fund.  He 
also had his hunting and fishing privileges 
suspended for five years and was placed on 12 
months unsupervised probation.  In addition, he also 
pled guilty to shooting from a vehicle and was 
placed on 12 months unsupervised probation 
concurrent with the first charge.  The second suspect 
pled guilty to accessory after the fact to taking a cow 
elk without a proper license.  He was ordered to pay 
$70 court cost and $6,000 restitution to the Game 
and Fish Access Fund.  He also had his hunting and 
fishing privileges suspended for five years and was 
placed on 12 months unsupervised probation.  All 
other charges were dismissed. 
 
Coyote or Bobcat?:  On December 12, Kemmerer 
Game Warden Chris Baird received a call from a 
landowner reporting that a group of men had 
trespassed on his land to take a bobcat.  The 
landowner had observed a truck stopped on the 
county road and two people on foot in his pasture.  
He observed another truck coming up the road when 
the individuals returned to their vehicle and 
continued west.  The landowner went to the place 
where he saw the truck stopped and followed tracks 
in the fresh snow of two individuals leading to a 
bobcat.  The bobcat had been shot but was still alive.  
The landowner called Warden Baird to report the 
incident. Warden Baird asked him to put the bobcat 
down and leave it there. 
 
Warden Baird responded to the area and stopped a 
truck matching the description the landowner had 
given.  He identified three young men in the vehicle 
and interviewed them.  The men told Warden Baird 
that not long after they had turned onto this road 
they spotted what they thought was a coyote north of 
the road in a pasture.  The suspect who shot the 
bobcat told him that the scope on the rifle was not 
very good and that he honestly thought he was 
shooting at a coyote.  The suspect also admitted to 
shooting from the road.  The suspect stated that they 
left the road and crossed the fence to retrieve the 
bobcat.  He said the bobcat was still alive and they 
had some difficulty dragging it back toward the 
truck because it was acting aggressive.  They 
realized they might be in trouble for shooting a 
bobcat, so when they saw another truck coming they 
decided to abandon the bobcat and leave the area.  

Warden Cody Schoonover with elk antlers seized during a 
poaching investigation. 
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Warden Baird called the landowner to confirm the 
suspectsô story.  The landowner told Warden Baird 
that his brother had returned to where the bobcat had 
been and saw that it was gone.  There were drag 
marks and blood leading to the surface of the county 
road.  Warden Baird asked the suspects about this 
and they told him the bobcat was in the back of the 
truck. They opened the tailgate and bed cover, and 
showed him the bobcat covered in backpacks and 
gear.  The suspects admitted that after they left the 
bobcat, they had continued west hunting coyotes, but 
soon turned around and went back to retrieve the 
bobcat. 
 
None of the three men had furbearer licenses. All 
were cooperative and polite throughout the contact 
and apologized to the landowner for trespassing on 
his property.  The young man that shot the bobcat 
was issued citations for shooting from the road, 
hunting on private property without permission and 
taking a bobcat without a license.  The young man 
driving the vehicle who had helped retrieve the cat 
was cited as an accessory to the latter two violations.  
Both men pled guilty and paid over $2,000 in fines. 
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Laramie Region 

  
Work Unit Overview 
The Laramie Region has 13 law enforcement 
officers, including eight district game wardens, two 
regional game wardens, one access coordinator, one 
game warden supervisor and one regional wildlife 
supervisor.  The Laramie Region covers southeast 
Wyoming, including the eastern Sierra Madre 
Mountains, Snowy Range, Shirley Basin, Laramie 
Range and eastern plains to the Nebraska state line.  
The region includes game warden districts in 
Cheyenne, Torrington, Wheatland, Medicine Bow, 
North Laramie, South Laramie, Elk Mountain and 
Saratoga.  In addition, the two regional game 
wardens were assigned to Glendo and Laramie 
throughout the year.   
  
In 2020, the Laramie Region experienced significant 
turnover in personnel, specifically in the Cheyenne, 
North Laramie, and Wheatland game warden 
districts, the regional access coordinator, the game 
warden supervisor (new position), and regional 
game warden positions.  The region had one 
enforcement position (Cheyenne Headquarters game 
warden) vacant this year due to personnel 
constraints.  Some of these game warden positions 
were vacant for several months throughout the year. 
  
2020 Law Enforcement Efforts 
Laramie Region law enforcement officers 
documented 804 violations, issuing 212 citations, 

Warden Andy Roosa on winter patrol. 
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570 warnings and investing 22 violations in which a 
suspect was never developed or charged.  The 
regionôs game wardens have a diverse enforcement 
workload demonstrated by the array of violations 
documented.  Laramie Region officers recorded 120 
watercraft and 148 AIS violations.  Fishing 
opportunities abound in the region, as evident in the 
110 total sport fish related violations documented.  
Of the sport fish violations documented, 55% (61) 
were fishing without license violations.  Big game 
populations in the region are generally stable to 
increasing and wardens remained busy during the 
lengthy big game seasons.  In 2020, 63 violations 
were associated with pronghorn, 56 violations were 
associated with elk, 67 violations were associated 
with mule deer, and 14 violations were associated 
with white-tailed deer.  These four big game species 
accounted for 26%, sport-fishing violations 
accounted for 14%, AIS violations accounted for 
19%, and watercraft violations accounted for 15% of 
the regionôs total violations.  In addition to these 
violations, Laramie Region game wardens and 
wildlife investigators continue to investigate several 
open cases involving big game animals and multiple 
suspects.  Charges are pending in several of these 
cases. 
  
Task Forces 
The Laramie Region conducted two task force 
projects during the year.  Officers from outside the 
region assisted with fishing enforcement in the 
Snowy Range Mountains.  The Snowy Range 
contains dozens of high mountain lakes and receives 
significant fishing pressure during the short summer 
season.  In addition, two mountain reservoirs, Lake 
Owen and Rob Roy Reservoir, are popular summer 
fishing destinations.  The Snowy Range Task Force 
focused on these lakes and reservoirs for three 
weekends in July, beginning targeted enforcement 
Friday-Sunday.  During each time period, one 
officer patrolled from a pickup and on foot, working 
primarily in plain clothes.  The task force officers 
documented 26 violations, including 19 for fishing 
without licenses, two for false statement to procure a 
fishing licenses, two for failure to provide life 
jackets aboard watercraft, one for waste of game 
fish, one for failure to purchase a conservation stamp 
and one for failure to purchase an AIS program 
decal.   
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The Laramie Region is home to several high profile 
mule deer herds.  Effective management requires an 
effective enforcement program.  Again this year, the 
Laramie Region requested assistance from outside 
region officers to assist in patrolling mule deer 
winter ranges in the South Laramie and Saratoga 
game warden districts.  Patrols focused enforcement 
efforts in November when mule deer are most 
susceptible to illegal harvest.  These officers 
concentrated their patrol efforts on winter ranges 
near the Wyoming/Colorado border.  Task force 
officers documented two violations, one for failure 
to tag a big game animal and one for taking a deer 
during a closed season.  The region considers the 
task force a valuable deterrent and worth the 
investment in time and personnel to protect 
wintering wildlife. 

Notable Cases 
Elk Over-limit:  On September 10, Wheatland 
Game Warden Nate Holst received a call about two 
cow elk carcasses thought to be wasted.  Warden 
Holst investigated both elk, noting there were no 
waste violations, but noticed the proximity to the 
road where the elk were laying.  Warden Holst 
began investigating tire tracks and other evidence, 
when another vehicle stopped to talk with Warden 
Holst and Game Warden Supervisor Ellsworth.  
During the conversation, Warden Holst noticed the 

Warden Luke May leads Laramie Region wardens in firearms 
training. 
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vehicle tires were the same as the tire impressions he 
was investigating.  The driver of the vehicle 
admitted he and his wife both harvested these elk the 
day before, advising they had each shot an elk. 
 
Two days later, Warden Holst and Game Warden 
Supervisor Ellsworth interviewed the husband about 
his elk hunt.  The suspect eventually confessed to 
shooting both cow elk, as his wife was not present 
with him at the time.  In addition, the suspect shot 
both elk from the roadway, and then utilized his 
wifeôs elk license to cover the additional elk.  The 
public land where this occurred was closed to 
hunting at the time.  The suspect was issued a 
citation for taking an over limit of big game and 
warnings for shooting from a roadway, transfer of 
license, and hunting big game during a closed 
season.  The suspect was fined $450 and the 
additional elk was seized so the meat could be 
donated. 
  
Stateline Mule Deer:  On November 18, Laramie 
Game Warden Sarah Dugan was patrolling the 
Colorado/Wyoming state line south of Laramie.  
During this timeframe, Wyoming mule deer seasons 
were closed, but Colorado deer seasons were open.  
Warden Dugan noticed a truck with a mule deer 
buck in the bed traveling north into Wyoming.  In 
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talking with the hunters, they advised they had been 
hunting in Colorado, had just harvested the buck 
mule deer and were heading home through 
Wyoming.  Warden Dugan asked the hunters to 
verify the kill site to ensure it was in Colorado.  The 
hunters took Warden Dugan to the site of the kill,  
which was confirmed to be in Wyoming.  The 
suspect was issued a citation for hunting during a 
closed season and the deer was seized and donated.  
The suspect pled guilty and was fined $850 for the 
violation. 
  
Kentucky Deer in Wyoming:  On November 20, 
Laramie Game Warden Sarah Dugan received a call 
from Wyoming Highway Patrol asking for her 
assistance with a traffic stop on I-80 east of Laramie.  
Warden Dugan responded and met the state trooper, 
who had stopped a vehicle from Utah for traffic 
violations and discovered two men transporting 8-10 
deer in three coolers.  The Utah men made several 
inconsistent statements to the officers about the 
number of deer in the vehicle and who had killed 
them.  The men indicated they had been hunting in 
Kentucky with four of their friends from Utah, who 
had flown home.  Warden Dugan and a wildlife 
investigator escorted the two Utah men to the 
regional office and began to piece together the deer 
parts.  The meat added up to 10 deer, except for two 
missing hind quarters and a missing tenderloin.  The 

Warden Sarah Dugan with a successful elk hunter in the Snowy 
Range. 

A traffic stop made by a Wyoming state trooper led to the 
discovery of several violations related to deer killed in 
Kentucky. 
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Utah men claimed that all of the deer were legally 
harvested in Kentucky, but they were not able to 
produce any Kentucky licenses.  The wardens 
contacted a Kentucky conservation officer and were 
able to confirm that  that all six individuals from 
Utah possessed the appropriate licenses for the deer.  
Kentucky has similar tagging requirements as 
Wyoming and all of the deer carcasses should have 
been tagged individually with a license.  The driver 
was charged with one count of transporting untagged 
game meat in Wyoming and was fined $150. 
 
 

Lander Region 

  
Work Unit Overview 
The Lander Region has seven law enforcement 
officers, including six district game wardens and one 
regional wildlife supervisor.  District game wardens 
are stationed in Dubois, North Riverton, South 
Riverton, Lander, West Rawlins and East Rawlins.  
The Lander Region is located in central Wyoming 
and wardens patrol from the Red Desert north to the 
Owl Creek Mountains and from the Gas Hills west 
to the Wind River Range and southern Absaroka 
Mountains. 
  

2020 Law Enforcement Efforts 
Lander Region law enforcement officers 
documented 348 violations within the region in 
2020.  Officers issued 99 citations, 179 warnings 

REGIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT HIGHLIGHTS 

and investigated 70 cases in which a suspect was 
never developed or charged.  The Lander Region 
focused efforts on issues ranging from illegal antler 
collection in Dubois to deer shot and left near 
Riverton and Crowheart.  The region also focused on 
watercraft and fishing enforcement on Boysen and 
Seminoe reservoirs as well as several other smaller 
bodies of water and high mountain lakes.  Progress 
was made in these areas using task force operations 
and coordinating with the regionôs wildlife 
investigator.  
  
Task Forces 
The Lander Region conducted one task force using 
out-of-region officers this year to focus on 
backcountry fishing violations near Lander.  Over 
the past several years, there have been reports of 
individuals fishing during a closure on Shoshone 
Lake (September 1-June 14).  In the second year of 
this task force, plain-clothes officers using ATVs 
patrolled Shoshone Lake watching for fishing 
activity during the closure.  Three individuals were 
contacted with a citation and a warning issued.  

Wardens traverse the rugged road into Shoshone Lake during a 
ñplain clothesò task force to address violations of a fishing 
closure. 


