
STATE OF WYOMING 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 

Order 2020-1 

(Reissued June 26, 2026 pursuant to Section 14) 

WYOMING MULE DEER AND ANTELOPE MIGRATION CORRIDOR PROTECTION 

WHEREAS, Wyoming is home to the longest intact mule deer and antelope migration corridors 

in North America, and 

WHEREAS, migration corridors are essential to the maintenance of viable mule deer and 

antelope populations, and 

WHEREAS, wildlife that utilize these corridors are highly valued by all people and contribute 

significantly to the economy and reputation of Wyoming, and 

WHEREAS, land associated with migration corridors provide the state and nation with multiple­

use opportunities that are integral to Wyoming's revenues,jobs, and way of life, and 

WHEREAS, private landowners play a key role in maintaining migration corridors, and 

WHEREAS, county governments play a significant role in land use planning and in conserving 

wildlife habitat and open spaces, and 

WHEREAS, all wildlife in Wyoming are property of the State and the Wyoming Game and Fish 

Department is charged with managing all of the State's wildlife in trnst for the benefit of the 

citizens of the State and does so with a science-based approach, and 

NOW THEREFORE, to preclude any need for more regulatory action, or action by agencies 

beyond the purview of the State and without coordination with the State; pursuant to the 

authority vested in me by the Constitution and Laws of the State, and to the extent such actions are 

consistent with the statutory obligations and authority of each individual agency, including 

those found in the Wyoming Regulatory Takings Act, Wyoming Statutes§§ 9-5-301 through 

9-5-305, I, Mark Gordon, Governor of the State of Wyoming, do hereby issue this Executive 

Order providing as follows:
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I. The Sublette Mule Deer, Baggs Mule Deer, and Platte Valley Mule Deer Migration

Corridors are hereby designated (Appendix D).

2. The process whereby other corridors could be designated in the future is established

(Appendix B).

3. Nothing in this Executive Order and the attached Appendices shall apply to

actions taken by landowners on their private land or restrict state-issued

permits a landowner seeks on his or her own land or minerals. Private

landowners should be encouraged and incentivized to manage for the

functionality of migration conidors.

4. On privately-owned lands, for actions of a third-party developer requiring a

state-issued permit, private landowners and the third-party developers are

encouraged to finalize a surface-use agreement and to consult with ihe

Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD) concerning the permitted

activities.

5. Each executive branch agency in Wyoming shall exercise its legal and regulatory

authorities to protect the annual movement of mule deer and antelope between seasonal

ranges in their respective designated migration corridors. State agencies shall follow the

procedures outlined in this Executive Order, while recognizing that adjustments to

management may be necessary based upon local conditions, opportunities, and

limitations (Appendix C).

6. Where smface disturbance inside of designated corridors is proposed within, near, or

adjacent to areas that have already been disturbed or are naturally unsuitable, state

agencies should work to maintain habitat and minimize future disturbance by locating

proposed disturbances within such disturbed or unsuitable areas (Appendix C).

7. Subject to paragraphs 3 and 4 above, any surface-disturbing activities requiring a state­

issued permit within designated c01Tidors should be permitted in a manner that maintains

the continued functionality of a designated migration conidor (Appendix C).

8. Subject to paragraphs 3 and 4 above, any state-permitted activity within designated

corridors during the migration period should be conditioned so as not to impede the

functionality of the conidor by mule deer and antelope (Appendix C).

9. Valid existing rights shall be recognized and respected. Existing activities will be
conducted and conditioned as specified in the original authorizing permits or

instrument(s) for such activities (Appendix E).
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