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CHAPTER 41  
 

BISON DESIGNATED AS WILDLIFE 
 

 
 Section 1. Authority.  This regulation is promulgated by authority of W.S. §23-1- 
302, §11-6-302, §11-18-103, §11-20-101, and §11-20-202. 
 
 Section 2. Definitions.  Definitions shall be as set forth in Title 23 and Title 11, 
Wyoming Statutes, Wyoming Game and Fish Commission (Commission) regulations, and the 
Commission and Wyoming Livestock Board (Board) shall also adopt the following definitions: 
 
 (a) “Absaroka wild bison management area” means all lands in Park, Hot Springs and 
Fremont counties and Teton County east of the Continental Divide, excluding lands administered 
by the Wind River Indian Reservation and Yellowstone National Park. 
 
 (b) “Jackson wild bison herd area” means all lands in Lincoln and Sublette counties 
and Teton County west of the Continental Divide, including the area within Grand Teton 
National Park known as the Kelly Parcel (Township 43N, Range 115W, Section 36) and 
excluding the remainder of Grand Teton National Park, John D. Rockefeller Jr. Memorial 
Parkway and Yellowstone National Park. 
 
 (c) “Board approved individual identification” means: 
 
  i. A tamper evident, metal, 9-digit Wyoming official calfhood vaccinate 
identification ear tag; 
 
  ii. A tamper evident, metal, 9-digit USDA APHIS VS identification ear tag 
placed prior to November 5, 2024; 
 
  iii. A tamper evident, 840 series, 15-digit, USDA APHIS VS approved 
identification tag; or 
 
  iv. Any other identification device approved by USDA APHIS VS or the 
Wyoming State Veterinarian for use in cattle and bison. 
 
 (d) “Privately owned” means the person claiming ownership of the bison shall 
exhibit, upon demand, documentation of proof of ownership that meets the approval of a 
representative of the Board. 
 
 (e) “Wild bison” means any bison that is found in the Absaroka wild bison 
management area or Jackson wild bison herd area that is not a privately owned bison. 
 
 Section 3. Bison Designated as Wildlife.  Wild bison found in the Absaroka wild 
bison management area and Jackson wild bison herd area are hereby designated as wildlife. 
 



 

 41-2 

 Section 4. Bison Designated as Privately Owned.  All bison in the State, excluding 
wild bison found in the Absaroka wild bison management area and the Jackson wild bison herd 
area, are hereby designated as privately owned or bison running at large. 
 
 Section 5. Removal of Privately Owned Bison. 
 
 (a) Any privately owned bison, as determined by the Board or its designee, found to 
be running at large outside the geographic area described as the Absaroka wild bison 
management area or the Jackson wild bison herd area shall be removed by the owner within 
forty-eight (48) hours of a request from the Board or its designee.  If the Board or its designee is 
unable to determine ownership, the Board or its designee may immediately destroy such bison. 
 
 (b) Any privately owned bison, as determined by the Board or its designee, found to 
be running at large within the geographic area described as the Absaroka wild bison management 
area or the Jackson wild bison management herd area shall be removed by the owner within 
forty-eight (48) hours of a request from the Board or its designee.  If the privately owned bison is 
suspected of having been exposed to wild bison infected with brucellosis, the owner shall 
remove and quarantine the privately owned bison within forty-eight (48) hours of a request from 
the Board or its designee.  The owner shall quarantine the bison away from all other bison or 
livestock until such time as the bison is determined to be brucellosis free.  If the Board or its 
designee is unable to determine ownership of the bison or the owner fails to remove a privately 
owned bison running at large within forty-eight hours (48) of a request from the Board or its 
designee, the Board or its designee may destroy the bison. 
 
 Section 6. Marking of Privately Owned Bison.  It shall be the responsibility of the 
owner of privately owned bison found in the geographic area described as the Absaroka wild 
bison management area and the Jackson wild bison herd area to identify the bison with Board 
approved individual identification.  
 
 Section 7. Removal of Wild Bison within the Absaroka Wild Bison Management 
Area and the Jackson Wild Bison Herd Area.    
 
 (a) If a wild bison poses a health threat to livestock as determined by the Board or its 
designee, the Board or its designee may order the Department to remove the wild bison 
immediately.  The order may be in verbal form, but in all cases the Board or its designee shall 
forward the order in written form to the Department within twenty-four (24) hours of giving the 
Department the verbal order. 
 
 (b) If a wild bison poses an immediate threat to public safety or threatens 
improvements on private or public lands as determined by the Department, the wild bison may 
be removed by the Department. 
 
 (c) In the event a person claiming ownership of a bison shall, by written declaration, 
preclude the Department from complying with subsections (a) or (b) of this section, the person 
claiming ownership shall provide proof the bison is privately owned.  When such proof is 
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provided, the person claiming ownership shall comply with Section 7 of this regulation within 
twenty-four (24) hours immediately following verification of ownership. 
 
 (d) If a wild bison does not pose a health threat to domestic livestock as determined 
by the Board or its designee or does not pose an immediate threat to public safety or 
improvements as determined by the Department, the bison may be removed by the Department 
or its designee in accordance with Commission Regulation Chapter 15, Wild Bison Recreational 
Hunting Season. 
 
 
     WYOMING GAME AND FISH COMMISSION 
 
 
     By:  ______________________________________ 
       Mark E. Jolovich, President 
 
Dated:  March 19, 2026 


