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Correspondence

For questions about hunting in Wyoming, call one of Wyoming Game and Fish Department’s
Regional Offices (contact info available online at https://wgfd.wyo.gov/regional-information), or
contact our statewide Customer Service staff at wgf-contact@wyo.gov or (307) 777-4600.

Acknowledgements

This report was completed through a partnership with the Wyoming Game and Fish Department
and the Wyoming Survey and Analysis Center at the University of Wyoming. As always, we are
indebted to the many sportspersons who shared valuable information about their hunting
experience by completing a survey questionnaire and/or checking their animal with WGFD
personnel.

Executive Summary

Each year the Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD) requires mandatory registration of
all harvested black bears and surveys black bear hunters to quantify harvest, hunter success,
and hunter effort. This information helps the Game and Fish manage black bear populations
and plan next year’s hunting seasons. The harvest statistics presented in this report were based
on data collected from registered black bear harvests and 2,406 responses to a voluntary
harvest survey sent to 6,681 license holders and extrapolated to represent 6,911 black bear
hunting licenses issued. A total of 656 black bears were harvested in Wyoming during the 2025
hunting season.


https://wgfd.wyo.gov/hunting-trapping/harvest-reports-surveys
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/regional-information
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/regional-information
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Table 1
Black Bear

Harvest Summary
Statewide

Spring Fall Annual
Valid Days/ Hunter
Residency Licenses  Hunters Days Harvest Hunters Days Harvest Hunters Days Harvest Harvest Success
Resident 5,946 2,214 14,248 233 2,581 19,779 227 3,951 34,027 460 74.0 11.6%
Nonresident 965 549 2,963 124 428 2,395 72 885 5,358 196 27.3 22.1%
Total 6,911 2,763 17,211 357 3,009 22,174 299 4,836 39,385 656 60.0 13.6%




Table 2

Black Bear
Ten Year Comparison of Statewide Harvest
2016-2025

Residency 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Valid Licenses

Resident 4,187 4,181 4,191 4,054 4,824 4,928 5,169 5,270 5,708 5946

Nonresident 417 456 526 473 543 750 785 816 934 965

Total 4,604 4,637 4,717 4,527 5,367 5,678 5,954 6,086 6,642 6911
Spring Active Hunters

Resident 1,425 1,666 1,363 1,451 2,079 2,021 1,969 2,096 2,286 2214

Nonresident 177 232 238 248 292 441 449 396 533 549

Total 1,602 1,898 1,601 1,699 2,371 2,462 2,418 2,492 2,819 2763
Fall Active Hunters

Resident 1,709 1,997 1,511 1,808 2,007 2,203 1,997 2,196 2,404 2581

Nonresident 163 198 185 214 234 291 271 369 384 428

Total 1,872 2,195 1,696 2,022 2,241 2,494 2,268 2,565 2,788 3009
Annual Active Hunters

Resident 3,134 3,663 3,118 2,747 3,396 3,467 3,345 3,471 3,843 3951

Nonresident 340 430 496 441 492 693 662 672 846 885

Total 3,474 4,093 3,614 3,189 3,888 4,160 4,007 4,143 4,689 4836
Spring Harvest

Resident 199 220 195 194 247 194 203 233 244 233

Nonresident 62 79 82 79 71 106 101 111 148 124

Total 261 300 277 273 318 300 304 344 392 357
Fall Harvest

Resident 152 123 137 133 166 191 161 180 178 227

Nonresident 38 44 43 45 51 72 61 58 61 72

Total 190 167 180 178 219 263 222 238 239 299
Annual Harvest

Resident 351 343 332 327 413 385 364 413 422 460

Nonresident 100 123 125 124 122 178 162 169 209 196

Total 451 467 457 451 537 563 526 582 631 656
Spring Days

Resident 9,692 10,583 9,566 9,891 13,540 13,951 13,946 16,234 15123 14,248

Nonresident 800 ,076 1,337 1,156 1,624 2,477 ,358 2,274 2,923 2,963

Total 10,492 11,659 10,903 11,048 15164 16,428 16,304 18,508 18,046 17,211
Fall Days

Resident 11,447 13,120 11,122 12,386 15531 17,600 15065 17,556 19635 19,779

Nonresident 752 1,181 923 1,114 1,243 1,572 1,547 2,195 2,124 2,395

Total 12,199 14301 12,045 13,500 16,774 19,172 16,612 19,751 21,759 22,174
Annual Days

Resident 21,139 23,703 20,688 22277 29,071 31,551 29,011 33,790 34,758 34,027

Nonresident 1,552 2,257 2,260 2,270 2,867 4,049 3,905 4,469 5,047 ,358

Total 22,691 25960 22,948 24,548 31,938 35600 32,916 38,259 39,805 39,385
Spring Days/Harvest

Resident 48.7 48.1 49.1 51.0 54.8 71.9 68.7 69.7 62.0 61.2

Nonresident  12.9 13.6 16.3 14.6 22.9 23.4 23.3 20.5 19.8 239

Total 40.2 38.9 394 40.5 47.7 54.8 53.6 53.8 46.0 48.2
Fall Days/Harvest

Resident 75.3 106.7 81.2 93.1 93.6 92.1 93.6 97.5 110.3 87.1

Nonresident  19.8 26.8 21.5 24.8 24.4 21.8 254 37.8 34.8 333

Total 64.2 85.6 66.9 75.8 76.6 72.9 74.8 83.0 91.0 74.2
Annual Days/Harvest

Resident 60.2 69.1 62.3 68.1 70.4 82.0 79.7 81.8 82.4 74.0

Nonresident  15.5 18.3 18.1 18.3 23.5 22.7 241 26.4 241 27.3

Total 50.3 55.6 50.2 54.4 59.5 63.2 62.6 65.7 63.1 60.0
Spring Hunter Success

Resident 14.0% 132% 143% 134% 11.9% 9.6% 103% 11.1% 107% 11.0%

Nonresident 35.0% 34.1% 345% 319% 243% 24.0% 225% 28.0% 27.8% 22.6%

Total 16.3% 158% 17.3% 16.1% 134% 122% 126% 13.8% 139% 12.9%
Fall Hunter Success

Resident 8.9% 6.2% 9.1% 7.4% 8.3% 8.7% 8.1% 8.2% 7.4% 8.8%

Nonresident 23.3% 22.2% 232% 21.0% 218% 247% 225% 157% 159% 16.8%

Total 10.1% 7.6% 10.6% 8.8% 9.8% 10.5% 9.8% 9.3% 8.6% 9.9%
Annual Hunter Success

Resident 11.2% 9.4% 106% 11.9% 122% 111% 109% 11.9% 11.0% 11.6%

Nonresident 29.4%  28.6% 252% 28.1% 248% 257% 245% 251% 247% 221%

Total 13.0% 114% 126% 141% 138% 135% 131% 14.0% 135% 13.6%
Firearm Harvest

Resident 82.9% 90.9% 822% 850% 845% 834% 84.8% 852% 83.6% 83.3%

Nonresident 82.0% 81.7% 89.6% 80.6% 762% 78.7% 84.6% 81.7% 87.1% 87.8%

Total 82.7% 880% 84.1% 83.6% 823% 81.7% 84.8% 84.2% 48% 84.6%
Archery Harvest

Resident 15.1% 8.4% 16.9% 135% 12.8% 156% 14.6% 143% 16.1% 15.4%

Nonresident 15.0%  18.3% 104% 185% 205% 213% 142% 178% 124% 11.7%

Total 151% 11.6% 151% 148% 145% 17.4% 145% 153% 149% 14.3%
Muzzleloader Harvest

Resident 1.4% 0.0% 0.9% 0.0% 0.2% 0.3% 0.6% 0.5% 0.2% 1.3%

Nonresident  3.0% 0.7% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1.2% 0.6% 0.5% 0.5%

Total 1.8% 0.4% 0.7% 0.0% 0.2% 0.2% 0.8% 0.5% 0.3% 1.1%




Table 3
Black Bear

Harvest Statistics
By Hunt Area

Spring Fall Annual
Hunt Area Residency Hunters Days Harvest Hunters Days Harvest Hunters Days Harvest Days/ Hunter
Harvest Success
Resident 94 595 11 58 352 6 131 947 17 55.7 13.0%
! ';fg::)";’f St Nonresident 22 120 1 14 35 1 31 155 2 775 6.5%
Total 116 715 12 72 387 7 162 1,102 19 58.0 11.7%
2 Burgess Resident 149 671 14 67 198 8 195 869 22 39.5 11.3%
Junction Nonresident 37 180 3 9 14 7 42 194 10 19.4 23.8%
Total 186 851 17 76 212 15 237 1,063 32 33.2 13.5%
Resident 73 489 4 52 304 2 104 793 6 132.2 5.8%
3 PaintRock  Nonresident 9 37 1 16 50 4 22 87 5 17.4 22.7%
Total 82 526 5 68 354 6 126 880 1 80 8.7%
Resident 164 780 12 85 546 10 216 1,326 22 60.3 10.2%
4 Story Nonresident 20 111 4 20 85 9 37 196 13 15.1 35.1%
Total 184 891 16 105 631 19 253 1,522 35 43.5 13.8%
Resident 13 243 1 25 273 2 31 516 3 172 9.7%
5 Upper Nowood  Nanresident 7 33 1 3 9 0 9 42 1 42 11.1%
Total 20 276 2 28 282 2 40 558 4 139.5 10.0%
Resident 25 122 3 13 52 2 31 174 5 34.8 16.1%
6 Mayoworth Nonresident 3 1 0 5 24 0 7 35 0 - 0.0%
Total 28 133 3 18 76 2 38 209 5 41.8 13.2%
Resident 104 689 10 98 395 11 158 1,084 21 51.6 13.3%
7 Laramie Peak  Nonresident 31 131 5 1 33 4 37 164 9 18.2 24.3%
Total 135 820 15 109 428 15 195 1,248 30 41.6 15.4%
Resident 273 1,917 20 301 2,396 18 504 4,313 38 1135 7.5%
8 Snowy Range  Nonresident 96 608 16 53 304 9 139 912 25 36.5 18.0%
Total 369 2,525 36 354 2,700 27 643 5,225 63 82.9 9.8%
Resident 213 1,380 18 243 1,477 14 389 2,857 32 89.3 8.2%
9 Sierra Madre  Nonresident 89 441 21 44 226 4 124 667 25 26.7 20.2%
Total 302 1,821 39 287 1,703 18 513 3,524 57 61.8 11.1%
. Resident 28 213 3 49 401 0 64 614 3 204.7 4.7%
10 Uinta Nonresident 3 18 1 7 46 1 9 64 2 32 22.2%
Total 31 231 4 56 447 1 73 678 5 135.6 6.8%
Resident 131 880 14 182 1,614 10 267 2,494 24 103.9 9.0%
11 Smith's Fork  Nonresident 35 217 7 35 200 2 59 417 9 46.3 15.3%
Total 166 1,097 21 217 1,814 12 326 2,911 33 88.2 10.1%
) ~ Resident 22 131 3 19 198 0 37 329 3 109.7 8.1%
12 Pine Mountain  Nonresident 5 14 0 3 9 0 7 23 0 - 0.0%
Total 27 145 3 22 207 0 44 352 3 117.3 6.8%
Resident 82 540 10 116 816 18 173 1,356 28 48.4 16.2%
13 Lander Nonresident 20 74 4 5 53 0 24 127 4 31.8 16.7%
Total 102 614 14 121 869 18 197 1,483 32 46.3 16.2%
Resident 46 289 6 88 640 1 113 929 7 132.7 6.2%
14 South Piney  Nonresident 1 87 2 7 63 2 14 150 4 37.5 28.6%
Total 57 376 8 95 703 3 127 1,079 1 98.1 8.7%
' Resident 46 380 3 88 610 2 116 990 5 198 4.3%
15 Piney-H
O % Nonresident 18 92 1 9 22 3 22 114 4 28.5 18.2%
Total 64 472 4 97 632 5 138 1,104 9 122.7 6.5%
Resident 88 543 9 110 752 4 173 1,295 13 99.6 7.5%
16 Greys River  Nonresident 50 259 14 53 347 6 94 606 20 30.3 21.3%
Total 138 802 23 163 1,099 10 267 1,901 33 57.6 12.4%
Resident 46 261 2 73 549 4 113 810 6 135 5.3%
17 Hoback  Nonresident 16 83 7 24 120 2 37 203 9 22,6 24.3%
Total 62 344 9 97 669 6 150 1,013 15 67.5 10.0%




Table 3 (Continued)
Black Bear 2025 Harvest Statistics By Hunt Area

Spring Fall Annual
Hunt Area Residency Hunters Days Harvest Hunters Days Harvest Hunters Days Harvest Days/ Hunter
Harvest Success
Resident 49 237 6 40 161 4 82 398 10 39.8 12.2%
18 Fall Creek  Nonresident 9 31 4 14 76 1 22 107 5 214 22.7%
Total 58 268 10 54 237 5 104 505 15 33.7 14.4%
Resident 107 831 14 155 1,447 14 237 2,278 28 81.4 11.8%
19 Green River  Nonresident 20 85 10 20 100 3 37 185 13 14.2 35.1%
Total 127 916 24 175 1,547 17 274 2,463 41 60.1 15.0%
Resident 85 589 7 101 731 9 158 1,320 16 82.5 10.1%
20 Gros Ventre  Nonresident 14 59 1 11 72 1 22 131 2 65.5 9.1%
Total 99 648 8 112 803 10 180 1,451 18 80.6 10.0%
Resident 34 173 8 22 216 4 55 389 12 32.4 21.8%
21 Conant Basin Nonresident 7 14 7 9 83 1 16 97 8 121 50.0%
Total 41 187 15 31 299 5 7 486 20 243 28.2%
" Resident 34 188 1 64 540 10 85 728 1 66.2 12.9%
22 Pacific Creek  Nonresident 3 14 0 11 98 1 11 112 1 112.0 9.1%
Total 37 202 1 75 638 11 96 840 12 70.0 12.5%
Resident 28 201 1 85 710 4 104 911 5 182.2 4.8%
23 Ramshorn  Nonresident 0 0 0 3 9 1 3 9 1 9.0 33.3%
Total 28 201 1 88 719 5 107 920 6 153.3 5.6%
Resident 10 49 2 16 116 1 25 165 3 55.0 12.0%
24 Darby Creek  Nonresident 9 50 0 11 59 2 20 109 2 54.5 10.0%
Total 19 99 2 27 175 3 45 274 5 54.8 11.1%
Resident 158 880 14 137 865 10 246 1,745 24 72.7 9.8%
25 North Absaroka Nonresident 18 124 2 7 55 2 24 179 4 448 16.7%
Total 176 1,004 16 144 920 12 270 1,924 28 68.7 10.4%
Resident 73 446 4 73 474 9 131 920 13 70.8 9.9%
26 South Absaroka Nonresident 16 61 1 5 18 0 18 79 1 79.0 5.6%
Total 89 507 5 78 492 9 149 999 14 71.4 9.4%
Resident 67 425 8 40 292 7 98 77 15 47.8 15.3%
27 Grass Creek  Nonresident 5 16 1 5 35 0 9 51 1 51.0 11.1%
Total 72 441 9 45 327 7 107 768 16 48.0 15.0%
Resident 16 204 3 67 452 8 70 656 11 59.6 15.7%
28 Wind River  Nonresident 3 16 0 5 31 0 7 47 0 - 0.0%
Total 19 220 3 72 483 8 77 703 11 63.9 14.3%
Resident 28 195 1 70 571 8 88 766 9 85.1 10.2%
29 Spread Creek Nonresident 5 16 1 9 40 1 11 56 2 28.0 18.2%
Total 33 211 2 79 611 9 99 822 1 74.7 11.1%
Resident 91 777 4 116 856 1 176 1,633 5 326.6 2.8%
30 Star Valley  Nonresident 9 27 5 18 76 4 27 103 9 11.4 33.3%
Total 100 804 9 134 932 5 203 1,736 14 124.0 6.9%
Resident 4 43 1 19 113 3 19 156 4 39.0 21.1%
31 Crowheart
atte " Nonresident 3 7 0 3 7 0 5 14 0 - 0.0%
Total 7 50 1 22 120 3 24 170 4 42.5 16.7%
Resident 31 243 3 28 110 4 52 353 7 50.4 13.5%
32 Cody Nonresident 9 27 0 3 1 0 1 38 0 - 0.0%
Total 40 270 3 31 121 4 63 391 7 55.9 11.1%
33 Casper Resider_\t 31 240 3 31 201 6 46 441 9 49.0 19.63&
Mountain Nonresident 3 5 2 5 40 0 7 45 2 225 28.6%
Total 34 245 5 36 241 6 53 486 11 44.2 20.8%
Resident 76 710 10 149 995 13 185 1,705 23 741 12.4%
35 The Rest Of :
The stote . Nonresident 1 59 2 14 76 1 22 135 3 45.0 13.6%
Total 87 769 12 163 1,071 14 207 1,840 26 70.8 12.6%




Black Bear

Table 4

Spring Harvest

By Management Unit

Management Unit Hunt  Female Mortality Female Male Total Hunters  Days Days/ Hunter
Area Limit Harvest Harvest Harvest Harvest Success
23 0 1 1 28 201 201.0 3.6%
25 8 0 16 16 176 1,004 62.8 9.1%
26 1 4 5 89 507 101.4 5.6%
Absaroka 27 1 8 9 72 441 49.0 12.5%
32 UNLIMITED 0 3 3 40 270 90.0 7.5%
TOTAL - 2 32 34 362 2423 713 9.4%
1 4 5 7 12 116 715 59.6 10.3%
2 6 5 12 17 186 851 50.1 9.1%
3 2 1 4 5 82 526 105.2 6.1%
Bighorns 4 8 7 9 16 184 891 55.7 8.7%
5 6 0 2 2 20 276 138.0 10.0%
6 0 3 3 28 133 443 10.7%
TOTAL y 18 37 55 538 3,392 61.7 10.2%
11 8 6 15 21 166 1,097 52.2 12.7%
14 3 5 8 57 376 47.0 14.0%
15 4 0 4 64 472 118.0 6.2%
Greys River 16 24 9 14 23 138 802 34.9 16.7%
17 4 5 9 62 344 38.2 14.5%
30 6 3 9 100 804 89.3 9.0%
TOTAL - 32 42 74 556 3,895 52,6 13.3%
18 3 7 10 58 268 26.8 17.2%
20 4 4 8 99 648 81.0 8.1%
21 16 6 9 15 41 187 125 36.6%
Jackson 22 0 1 1 37 202 202.0 2.7%
24 0 2 2 19 99 49.5 10.5%
29 0 2 2 33 211 105.5 6.1%
TOTAL y 13 25 38 270 1,615 425 14.1%
33 4 0 5 5 34 245 49.0 14.7%
Laramie Peak 7 9 8 7 15 135 820 54.7 11.1%
TOTAL - 8 12 20 167 1,065 53.2 12.0%
. 9 16 23 39 302 1,821 46.7 12.9%
Sierra Madres TOTAL 5 16 23 39 302 1.821 46.7 12.9%
8 11 9 27 36 369 2,525 70.1 9.8%
Snowy Range TOTAL - 9 27 36 369 2525 70.1 9.8%
10 2 1 3 4 31 231 57.8 12.9%
Uinta 12 1 0 3 3 27 145 48.3 11.1%
TOTAL y 1 6 7 56 376 53.7 12.5%
13 7 3 11 14 102 614 43.9 13.7%
19 10 4 20 24 127 916 38.2 18.9%
Wind River 28 4 1 2 3 19 220 73.3 15.8%
31 2 0 1 1 7 50 50.0 14.3%
TOTAL - 8 34 42 251 1,800 42.9 16.7%
35 UNLIMITED 2 10 12 87 769 64.1 13.8%
Rest of State TOTAL - 2 10 12 87 769 64.1 13.8%




Table 5
Black Bear

Fall Harvest
By Management Unit

Management Hunt Female Female Male Total Hunters Davs Days/ Hunter
Unit Area  Mortality Limit Harvest Harvest Harvest u Y Harvest Success
23 2 3 5 88 719 143.8 5.7%
25 12 5 7 12 144 920 76.7 8.3%
26 2 7 9 78 492 54.7 11.5%
Absaroka 27 5 2 7 45 327 46.7 15.6%
32 UNLIMITED 1 3 4 31 121 30.2 12.9%
TOTAL - 15 22 37 352 2,579 69.7 10.5%
1 4 3 4 7 72 387 55.3 9.7%
2 6 9 6 15 76 212 14.1 19.7%
3 2 1 5 6 68 354 59.0 8.8%
Bighorns 4 5 14 19 105 631 33.2 18.1%
5 6 1 1 2 28 282 141.0 7.1%
6 1 1 2 18 76 38.0 11.1%
TOTAL 20 31 51 343 1,942 38.1 14.9%
11 5 4 8 12 217 1,814 151.2 5.5%
14 0 3 3 95 703 234.3 3.2%
15 3 2 5 97 632 126.4 5.2%
Greys River 16 18 3 7 10 163 1.099 109.9 6.1%
17 1 5 6 97 669 111.5 6.2%
30 3 2 5 134 932 186.4 3.7%
TOTAL - 14 27 41 738 5,849 142.7 5.6%
18 4 1 5 54 237 47.4 9.3%
20 3 7 10 112 803 80.3 8.9%
21 20 3 2 5 31 299 59.8 16.1%
Jasckson? 22 1 9 11 75 638 58.0 14.7%
24 1 2 3 27 175 58.3 11.1%
29 1 8 9 79 611 67.9 11.4%
TOTAL - 13 29 43 347 2,763 64.3 12.4%
33 4 2 4 6 36 241 40.2 16.7%
Laramie Peak 7 10 9 6 15 109 428 28.5 13.8%
TOTAL - 11 10 21 144 669 31.9 14.6%
. 9 11 8 10 18 287 1,703 94.6 6.3%
Sierra Madres  roraL - 8 10 18 287 1,703 94.6 6.3%
8 8 5 22 27 354 2,700 100.0 7.6%
SnowyRange  roraL 5 22 27 354 2,700 100.0 7.6%
10 0 1 1 56 447 447.0 1.8%
Uinta 12 1 0 22 207 - 0.0%
TOTAL - 0 1 1 76 654 654.0 1.3%
13 7 7 11 18 121 869 48.3 14.9%
] ) 19 8 7 10 17 175 1,547 91.0 9.7%
Wind River 28 4 2 6 8 72 483 60.4 11.1%
31 2 1 2 3 22 120 40.0 13.6%
TOTAL - 17 29 46 386 3,019 65.6 11.9%
35 UNLIMITED 6 8 14 163 1,071 76.5 8.6%
Restof State Tl - 6 8 14 163 1,071 765 8.6%

a20ne black bear with an unknown sex was harvested in this management unit.



Table 6

Black Bear
License Data Summary
Statewide
Residenc Unique License Number Usable Response
y Holders Surveyed Responses Rate®
Resident 5,946 5,834 1,961 33.6%
Nonreident 965 847 445 52.5%
Total 6,911 6,681 2,406 36.0%

@ Survey response rate: usable responses / number surveyed
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