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WYOMING GAME AND FISH COMMISSION 

 

CHAPTER 56 

 

REGULATION GOVERNING LETHAL TAKING OF WILDLIFE 

 

 

 Section 1.  Authority.  This regulation is promulgated by authority of W.S. §23-1-302(a)(viii) and 

(xxii). 

  

 Section 2.  Definitions.  Definitions shall be as set forth in Title 23, Wyoming Statutes, 

Commission regulations, and the Commission also adopts the following definitions: 

  

 (a)  “Designee” means an employee of the Wyoming Game and Fish Department who has been 

granted authorization in writing by the Chief Game Warden to take wildlife under the terms of this 

regulation; designee also means any non-department individual, including, but not limited to a peace officer 

as allowed under W.S. §11-24-108(g), who has been granted authorization by a Department employee to 

take specific wildlife on a case by case basis. 

  

 (b)  “Necessary” means for the purposes listed in Section 3 of this regulation. 

 

 (c)  “Substantial damage” means damage, as calculated and compensable pursuant to W.S. §23-1-

901, and for which the Chief Game Warden determines that the most effective means of alleviating the 

damage is to take the offending big or trophy game animals or game birds. 

 

 (d)  “Take” means kill. 

 

 (e)   “Wildlife” means every wild mammal, bird, fish, amphibian, reptile, mollusk, crustacean, their 

viable gametes (eggs and sperm), fertilized eggs, or any hybrid (including hybrids between wildlife and 

wildlife and hybrids between wildlife and domestic or domesticated animals) or any transgenic product 

thereof.  

  

 Section 3.  When the Taking is Necessary.  The taking of wildlife is authorized when a 

determination is made by Department personnel that the taking is necessary because: 

 

 (a)  There exists a threat to human life, health, or safety. 

 

 (b)  Wildlife has sustained an injury or contracted a disease or parasite which is life threatening to 

the individual animal or the wildlife population. 

             

 (c)  Authorized Department management or wildlife depredation prevention activities require such 

action. 

 

 (d)  Authorized research, scientific studies or education require such action. 

 

 (e)  Wildlife has been physiologically distressed due to causes such as starvation, dehydration, 

hypothermia, or exhaustion and the condition is life threatening.   

 

 (f)  Damage is being done to private property by the wildlife listed in W.S. §23-3-114 and §23-3-

115; and the wildlife may be taken if the landowner, lessee of state lands or employee of the landowner 

requests assistance or the Department determines the same wildlife are creating similar problems on public 

land. 
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