Kirk Inberg/Kevin Roy Wildlife Habitat Management Area
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Kirk Inberg/Kevin Roy Wildlife Habitat Management Area

This wildlife habitat management area is in the beautiful Absaroka Mountains. This is crucial winter
range for the Wiggins Fork elk herd and many other species of wildlife. Besides providing crucial
habitat, the area has archaeological sites, good fishing, other recreational activities and a tragic
namesake.

Mule deer, pronghorn antelope, moose and bighorn sheep herds also winter here. If you like to fish,
you can try your skills at catching brook trout, brown trout, cutthroat trout and whitefish. An
impressive cottonwood forest and riparian shrubland borders much of the Wiggins Fork River, which
runs through the area north to south. Rough, broken country lies above the river to the east.
Sagebrush grassland and mountain shrublands cover the hills and bench lands.
Relatively mild winters and historic abundance of big game made this area a favorite wintering site
for various Indian tribes — the Sheepeater Clan of the Shoshone tribe was the most common. A trap
used by the Sheepeaters to catch bighorn sheep is located on adjacent U.S. Forest Service lands. A
permit is required for collection of any fossil or artifact. Please help to protect these archaeological
treasures.
The area was previously known as the East Fork Wildlife Habitat Management Area, but it is now
named for two Wyoming Game & Fish Department employees. Kirk Inberg, Kevin Roy and pilot
Ray Austin were attempting to locate a wounded grizzly bear when their plane went down in a storm
on October 16, 1991.

The area is closed each year from December 16 through May 15 to prevent interference with
wintering wildlife.



