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Yellowtail Wildlife
Habitat Management Area
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**This map is for visual use, assistance and general location only, does not represent a survey, and is not to be used for legal conveyance. 
Area boundaries are approximate. Revision Date: July 1, 2015.

Yellowtail Wildlife Habitat Management Area is
six miles east of Lovell and comprises 19,214
acres.  Through a cooperative agreement
between the Wyoming Game & Fish
Commission, National Park Service, U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation and U.S. Bureau of Land
Management, this area was established in the
early 1960s to enhance waterfowl habitat.
The plant communities are comprised mostly of
riparian (river bottom) and wetlands, with some
sagebrush grasslands.  About 850 acres are
farmed, under lease contracts, in which cereal
grains for wildlife are planted on more than half
the cropland.  Yellowtail has perhaps one of the
largest cottonwood riparian systems in Wyoming
and supports one of the richest concentrations of
wildlife species in the state.
Yellowtail is probably most recognized for
pheasant hunting.  Good numbers of white-tailed
deer, mule deer, ducks, geese, cottontail rabbits,
wild turkeys and mourning doves provide
additional hunting opportunities.  Hunters should
check regulations for season dates.
More than 160 species of birds can be observed.
The best place to see waterfowl and shore birds
are the marshy areas south of U.S. Highway
14A.  Great blue herons and white pelicans are
commonly seen during the summer.  Red-tailed
hawks and an occasional trumpeter swan might
also be seen.
The Yellowtail area is open all year and provides
many forms of outdoor recreation.  More than 35
miles of roads and many trails provide access for
whatever you want to do.  Fishing in Big Horn
Lake might yield a walleye, trout, catfish, black
crappie or perch.  Camping is permitted in most
areas.
Spring is probably the best time to observe
wildlife.  Birds are engaged in their breeding
displays and insects are not yet meddlesome.
Yellowtail is open all year.
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