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WHAT’S GOING ON? 

Hunter Education classes  

Hunter education classes will 

be held on the following dates 

in the Laramie Region:   

Oct. 19—Cheyenne 

Nov. 6– Laramie 

Register online for all hunter 

education classes at 

wgfd.wyo.gov 

 

October 19—Springer special 

pheasant hunt opens 

October 31—Preference point 

deadline. Apply for preference 

points online at wgfd.wyo.gov  

Nov. 4—Glendo pheasant hunt 

opens 

Nov. 8—Grizzly bear meeting, 

Laramie. More info online at 

wgfd.wyo.gov 

HUNTERS: Have you signed up to 

receive Game and Fish news 

updates delivered to your email 

or smart phone? Sign up today at 

wgfd.wyo.gov 

     Wyoming Game and Fish Department 

celebrated National Hunting and Fishing 

Day on Sept. 23 at the Tailgate Zone 

prior to the University of Wyoming foot-

ball game.  

     National Hunting and Fishing Day is 

celebrated annually on the fourth Satur-

day of every September. Since 1972, 

the day has been recognized in all 50 

states as one to teach about conserva-

tion and celebrate the outdoors.  

     Game and Fish hosted hands-on 

activities to teach game-goers about 

Wyoming’s outdoor opportunities and 

hunting and fishing skills. Activities in-

cluded casting practice, hide and fur 

identification, how to use bear spray 

and more. Two fish stocking trucks were 

also on site featuring “Brown and Gold” 

the brown trout, and a kokanee salmon.  

     Photo at bottom right, Wyoming 

Game and Fish Director Scott Talbott 

joins the Wyoming Cowboys halftime 

show. 

National Hunting and Fishing Day  
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     Hunters looking forward to pheasant season will be pleased to learn that the 

Downar Game Bird Farm has about 17,000 birds to stock this year. 

     As in years past, pheasants will be released each day at the Springer/Bump 

Sullivan Wildlife Habitat Management Area (WHMA) and at Glendo State Park 

during the special hunts.  

     Birds will also be stocked at Table Mountain WHMA, Platte County Walk-In 

Areas 20, 23, and 51, Goshen County Walk-In Areas 24, 29, and 63, and Lara-

mie County Walk-In Areas 21 and 34. Goshen County Walk-In Area 19, south of 

Veteran, will not be stocked this year due to lack of cover. All areas will be 

stocked twice a week during the general season until the supply of birds runs 

out, likely around mid December.   

     Lack of cover on many Walk-In Areas in Platte and Laramie counties will re-

sult in fewer birds stocked in these areas this season.   

     Hunters 

are reminded 

to purchase a 

Pheasant 

Special Man-

agement 

Stamp to 

hunt pheas-

ants on Walk-

In and habi-

tat areas. 

Pheasant stocking outlook for southeast Wyoming 

This year, a few lucky hunters harvested bighorn sheep in southeast Wyoming. In the photo above at left, Donny Robbins of Garrett took an 

impressive seven-year-old ram out of hunt area 19 near Wheatland. The ram should easily score around 180 Boone and Crockett points. At 

right, Cotton Gerringer of Glendo also harvested a great ram in area 19.   

Bighorn sheep harvests in the Laramie Region 
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     Laramie Region Game Warden 

Jason Sherwood contacted a hunter 

who had picked up an elk head from 

an animal that had died after becom-

ing entangled in a fence. The hunter 

was on a Hunter Management Area 

(HMA) and collected photos of the 

carcass and a GPS waypoint before 

taking the head out and calling to get 

an Interstate Game Tag.  

     While it seems like the hunter did 

the right thing, his permission slip for 

the HMA specifically stated access 

was granted only for hunting antlerless 

elk, not for collecting antlers. The 

hunter received a warning.  

     The Game and Fish Department 

reminds sportsmen that HMAs are private land and the permission granted is only for a specific activity--in this case, the permission was for 

hunting antlerless elk. Picking up antlers, like all activities not directly related to the permitted hunting opportunity, is prohibited on all 

Hunter Management and Walk-In Areas. 

     Hunters must remember that they are guests on HMA lands and must treat them accordingly. Photo by Jason Sherwood.  

Hunter Management Areas are still private land 

     Saratoga Game Warden Biff Burton said 

Wyoming game wardens appreciate all the help 

they get from the public in reducing and solving 

wildlife crimes.   

     As a way to help, the Southeast chapter of 

Muley Fanatics provided Stop Poaching signs 

shown in the photo at left, and volunteers from 

the organization assisted in placing them at key 

locations. The signs will help hunters and oth-

ers quickly access the Stop Poaching Hotline to 

report any wildlife crimes and protect Wyo-

ming’s wildlife from poachers.  

     Anyone with information on any wildlife 

crime can call the Stop Poaching Tip Line at 1-

877-WGFD-TIP (1-877-943-3847). Tips may 

also be reported online at http://wgfd.wyo.gov.  

     Informants can choose to remain anony-

mous and may be eligible for a reward for infor-

mation leading to an arrest. 

      

Sportsmen help fight poaching crimes 

http://wgfd.wyo.gov
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     Anglers who enjoy fall fishing might 

want to try their luck at Lake Absarraca, 

where the Wyoming Game and Fish 

Department stocked more than 3,000 

trout at the end of September.  

     Lake Absarraca received 1,881 Yel-

lowstone cutthroat trout and 1,148 Fall 

River rainbow trout. The cutthroat trout 

were about 11 inches in length and the 

rainbow trout were 8 to 9 inches in 

length. The fish were raised at Ten 

Sleep Fish Hatchery. 

     “The Game and Fish Department 

strives to provide ample opportunities 

to catch a variety of species of fish with-

out having to travel too far from home, 

and these fish offer great prospects for 

local anglers,” said Robin Kepple, infor-

mation specialist for the department’s 

Laramie Region. 

     Both Lake Absarraca and Sloans 

Lake are stocked with trout twice a 

year. Sloans Lake will receive about 

3,000 rainbow trout from Speas Fish 

Hatchery later this fall.  

     The Laramie Fisheries Management 

crew sampled Rob Roy Reservoir in Octo-

ber. 

     Using mid-water curtain gill nets at 

three depths, surface, 20 feet and 40 feet, 

biologists sought to better understand the 

sexual development and distribution of 

Kokanee salmon in the reservoir.  

     One undeveloped Kokanee was col-

lected in deep water, and five ripe males 

and one ripe female were collected in shal-

low water. Kokanee averaged 12 inches 

and appeared in good condition. Rainbow 

trout, brown trout, splake, and longnose 

suckers were also collected.  

     At right, Fish Biologist Chance Kirkeeng 

holding a mature male Kokanee from Rob 

Roy Reservoir.  

Kokanee salmon sampled at Rob Roy Reservoir 

Trout stocked in Lake Absarraca in Cheyenne 
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     A fish passage project on a tributary to 

the North Platte River near Encampment will 

make it easier for fish to move upstream to 

spawn without obstacles. 

     The Big Creek Fish Passage project in-

volved installing a rock ramp “fishway” to 

help trout and native fish species move up-

stream past the existing Henry and Casteel 

Diversion Dam on Big Creek. The diversion 

dam, located on privately owned Big Creek 

Ranch, is a concrete structure that spans 

the stream channel and has two headgates, 

with one on each side of the river. 

     Big Creek is a wild trout fishery, contain-

ing brook, brown and rainbow trout, as well 

as native white sucker and longnose dace. 

It’s also an important spawning tributary for 

brown trout and rainbow trout from the 

North Platte River, which move up the 

stream to lay their eggs. 

     A 2014 study on Big Creek showed that 

in good flow years, adult brown trout may 

pass over the dam, but on low flow years 

there is not enough water for fish to swim up 

the  steep surface of the dam. 

     In an effort to improve fish passage and increase spawning habitat availability, Aquatic Habitat Biologist Christina Barrineau worked with 

Big Creek Ranch, Green Watershed Restoration and WWC Engineering to design a suitable structure that allows fish to pass while still meet-

ing the ranch’s irrigation needs. Left Hand Excavating was contracted to implement the project. Other partners include Big Creek Ranch, A 

Bar A Ranch, Wyoming Wildlife and Natural Resource Trust, Trout Unlimited, U.S. Forest Service, Saratoga Encampment Rawlins Conserva-

tion District, Wyoming Governor’s Big Game License Coalition, and the Bureau of Land Management.  

     The project involved constructing a grouted rock ramp on the downstream side of the dam.  The new ramp has a slope of 40 percent com-

pared to the previous steep slope of 10 percent.  The flatter slope allows for better passage for fish.  Strategically placed rocks along the 

ramp provide important resting areas for fish on their way upstream. A large boulder grade control structure was placed downstream of the 

rock ramp fishway to assist in making the flatter stream slope.  The project will also allow trout to re-colonize areas impacted by last year’s 

Beaver Creek Fire. 

     Construction began on the Encampment River in mid-

September to improve habitat for trout and other species.      

     The Riverside Restoration Phase I project is located di-

rectly upstream of the Highway 230 bridge in Riverside.  The 

project is a continuation of the Grand Valley Diversion Re-

placement that was completed in 2013. Construction for the 

season will end in mid-October due to brown trout spawning.  

      The photo at right shows a rock-constructed riffle struc-

ture at the upstream end of the project. The shallow, highly 

oxygenated water in a riffle is a perfect environment for the 

aquatic insects trout eat. Rocks create plentiful hiding and 

resting spots and the deeper water downstream gives trout 

rest and security.  

Big Creek fish passage project to benefit trout 

Encampment River restoration project  



     A new pivot irrigation system 

was installed and is now up and 

running on the Springer Wildlife 

Habitat Management Area.  

     This pivot will be used to irrigate 

both farmed acreage as well as 

dense nesting cover which creates 

food sources and habitat for pheas-

ants, turkeys, waterfowl, deer and 

many other species of wildlife.  

     This new irrigation also in-

creases opportunities for the public 

for hunting and wildlife viewing on 

the Springer property,  

     The Laramie Region Habitat and Access 

crew installed the frame for an educational 

kiosk at the Wagonhound rest area adjacent 

to the Wick/Beumee Wildlife Habitat Manage-

ment Area (WHMA). 

     The kiosk was built with grant money from 

the Wyoming Game and Fish Department, 

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Wyoming 

Department of Transportation and the Wyo-

ming Office of Tourism.   

     Two informational signs about the WHMA 

and how it is utilized by wildlife will be in-

stalled soon. The signs will include a map of 

the property. Two viewing scopes will also be 

installed to give the public a panoramic view 

of the area.  

     This kiosk will provide an excellent oppor-

tunity to anyone who uses the rest area to 

read about Wyoming’s wildlife and to learn 

more about the WHMA. 

 

Wyoming Game and Fish Dept. 
Laramie Region Office  

528 S. Adams St.  
Laramie, WY 82070 

(307) 745-4046 
  

wgfd.wyo.gov 
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Wardens on patrol 
Saratoga Game Warden Biff Burton, shown above, 

joined Baggs Game Warden Kim Olson and Baggs 

Wildlife Biologist Sam Stephens in patrolling the 

Huston Park Wilderness Area by horseback.  

Educational kiosk underway at Wick WHMA 

Springer pivot 


