
August 23—Game and Fish Commission 

Meeting, Oil and Gas Commission Build-

ing, 2211 King Boulevard, Casper. 

September 19-20 - Commission Meet-

ing, Alan Mickelson Fire Training Center 

Gillette.  

September 1—Hunting season open for 

small game, dusky grouse, ruffed 

grouse, sharp-tailed grouse, wild turkey 

(some hunt areas), Sandhill crane, 

mourning dove, snipe and rail. Check 

regulations for more information at 

wgfd.wyo.gov.  

WHAT’S GOING ON? 

Hunter Education classes  

Hunter education classes begin 

on the following dates in the  

Laramie Region:   

August 25—Torrington 

September 8—Laramie 

September 10—Cheyenne 

 

Internet Field Days 

August 27—Torrington 

September 21—Cheyenne 

September 21—Cheyenne 

 

Register online at wgfd.wyo.gov. 

“Conserving Wildlife - Serving People” AUGUST 2017 

Laramie Region 

Newsletter 

     The Laramie Region Fisheries 

Management crew sampled area 

fisheries in July as part of their an-

nual surveying to determine fish 

numbers and growth rates. 

     At lake Hattie, Yellow Perch abun-

dance was high with the average 

length approximately 10 inches. The 

largest perch was 13 inches and 

weighed 1.46 pounds.  

     Bear River Cutthroat and Rainbow 

Trout both averaged about 18-19 

inches. The two largest fish (Bear 

River Cutthroat and Brown Trout) 

caught were both 6 pounds.  

     The crew also conducted a trout 

population estimate on the North 

Platte River, Pick Bridge section near 

Saratoga.  

     Brown and Rainbow Trout are 

doing well in this section of the river 

downstream of Saratoga, with an 

abundant population of trout less 

than 6 inches. The average size of 

both Brown and Rainbow Trout cap-

tured during the estimate was about 

12 inches for both species.  

     Meanwhile, Fisheries Biologist Lee 

McDonald (on ATV at right) took his 

final voyage to the Snowies in a red 

shirt to stock Brook Trout in Firebox, 

North Banner, and Cascade Lakes 

and Grayling in Dipper Lake. McDon-

ald retired on Aug. 4. See page 3 for 

the full story of his retirement. 

 

Aquatic Invasive Species Inspector Sandi Foster with 

a brown trout from Lake Hattie.  

Laramie Region fishery surveys 

Lake Hattie, North 

Platte both doing well 

Photo above: A male Rufous hummingbird sits 

in a ponderosa pine tree in the Laramie Range.  



WGFD Laramie Region Newsletter  Page 2                      AUGUST 2017 

Saratoga Wildlife Biologist Will Schultz assisted Non-Game Biologists Dana Nelson and Jarek Bernt with surveys for small mammals in 

the Quealy Lake area near Medicine Bow Peak. Photos by Will Schultz. 

Game Warden Dylan Bergman quarantined a pontoon boat at Glendo Reservoir that had zebra mussels attached to it. The mussels were 

discovered during a routine inspection. The boat came from Illinois, where it was kept on the water for several months and developed 

mussels on transom and on the fins of each pontoon. The boat was decontaminated and was banned from launching in any Wyoming 

water for nearly a month. The AIS crew believes all the mussels were dead upon the boat’s arrival in Wyoming.    

Boat quarantined after discovery of mussels  

     Sam Shoultz and  Ken Matzner have operated the Mule Creek Ranch 

in northern Albany County for almost 20 years. Sadly, Ken passed away in 

2016. The ranch is home to several big game species, sage and  blue 

grouse, mountain lion, black bear, bobcat, and numerous other game and 

non-game species. 

     Sam and Ken have always welcomed the Department’s presence on 

the property. Through the years, Sam and Ken have been welcoming— 

offering a smile, a handshake, a cup of coffee, or a great lunchtime meal. 

For nearly 20 years, Sam and Ken have also welcomed friends, family, 

and respectful sportsmen.    

     In 2010, the Mule Creek Ranch launched a series of habitat enhance-

ment projects.  Small prescribed burns and aspen regeneration projects 

were completed throughout the ranch.    

     Shoultz and Matzner placed an emphasis on public access for hunting. 

In 2015, they worked with the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and the Department to provide elk hunting opportunity. In the last two years, 

over 400 permission slips have been given for access to elk hunters with Area 7 licenses.   

     Due to Sam’s and Ken’s love for Wyoming’s wildlife, passion for hunting, creation of hunting access to the ranch, and their strong, long-

term relationship with the Department, it is our honor to award them the 2017 Laramie Region Landowner of the Year.  

Mule Creek Ranch named Landowner of the Year  

Mussels 

Small mammal surveys in Snowy Range 
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     A hardy thank you to Cheyenne Field 

Archers for their $1,000 donation to 

Access Yes on July 10. 

     CFA president Mac Wilson in (black 

shirt) presented the check in July. This 

donation puts CFA at over $15,000 in 

access donations since they started 

their fund-raising shoots in 2006.  

     Every dollar donated to the Access 

Yes program opens up roughly 3.2 

acres of private land for public hunting 

and fishing. The benefits of this pro-

gram are far reaching, not just for bow 

hunters, but for all sportsmen.  

     Funds donated to Access Yes help 

pay for the Walk In Hunting, Walk In 

Fishing and Hunter Management Area 

programs that provide access to thou-

sands of acres of private land across 

Wyoming. 

Fisheries biologist retires after 41 years 

Cheyenne Field Archers make generous donation 

     Laramie Region Fisheries Biologist Lee McDon-

ald retired from the Wyoming Game and Fish De-

partment on Aug. 4 after 41 years of dedicated 

service.   

     McDonald graduated from Colorado State Uni-

versity with a degree in fisheries biology. 

He began his Game and Fish career as a fisheries 

biologist aide in Casper. His first permanent posi-

tion with the department was as a fish culturist at 

the Clarks Fork Hatchery. He was promoted to 

assistant superintendent at the Story Hatchery in 

1986 and to superintendent at Clarks Fork in 

1992. In 1997 he transferred to superintendent 

of the Como Bluff Hatchery.  When the Como Bluff 

facility closed in June 2006, Lee transferred to his 

current position as a regional fisheries biologist in 

Laramie.   

     Throughout his career McDonald has been known for his perpetually positive can-do attitude and his enthusiasm for working with and 

communicating with the public. He served as a member of the Hunting & Fishing Heritage Expo planning committee for many years and 

worked at the Expo in Casper every year.  

     McDonald is a member of the American Fisheries Society and a long-time member of the Lion’s Club. As a club member he has done a 

great deal of community service and has served in leadership roles, including District Governor of Lions of Wyoming. The Laramie Plains Li-

ons Club awarded McDonald their Melvin Jones Fellow for Dedicated Humanitarian Services in 2007 and the club’s President’s Volunteer 

Service Award in 2007.  McDonald was also honored with the Game and Fish Department’s Peer Recognition Award for the Laramie Region 

in 2009. 

In the photo at right, McDonald took his final voyage to the Snowy Range in a red shirt to stock brook trout in Firebox, North Banner and Cas-

cade lakes, and Arctic grayling into Dipper Lake.  

     Lee and his wife, Susan, plan to split their time between Laramie and their new home in Florida where they’ll pursue their passion for 

ocean cruises.  
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     South Laramie Game Warden Bill Brinegar and Regional 

Access Coordinator Jason Sherwood were called to assist 

with traffic control, evacuations and closing roads in the 

vicinity of the Keystone Fire in the Medicine Bow National 

Forest on July 3.  

     With numerous holiday recreationists in the forest and 

the fire rapidly growing, staff from the U.S. Forest Service 

and the Albany County Sheriff’s Office were in need of 

assistance to ensure public safety. By the end of July, the 

2,527 acre fire was nearly contained and many of the 

roads in the area had been re-opened. 

     July was a busy month for black bears, 

game wardens and moose.  

     Saratoga game warden Biff Burton investi-

gated several bear incidents in which black 

bears were seeking food rewards from commu-

nities, cabins, guest ranches and camp-

grounds.  

     Young bears are often pushed around by 

older, territorial bears until they end up in de-

veloped areas in search of food.  As bears 

disperse in the summer, “bear country” ex-

tends to mountain foothills and riparian areas 

surrounding the mountains, exactly where 

humans like to live. Warden Burton reminds 

people in bear country to secure all food and 

attractants from inquisitive bears.  

     In the top photo, Game and Fish personnel 

set a bear trap in the Town of Encampment to 

catch a bear that relies on garbage cans for his 

food source. Such bears are difficult to catch 

because they are surrounded by food. 

     To successfully trap a bear, it must enter 

the trap and pull on the bait, which releases a 

heavy door behind it. Preferred bait is fresh 

meat, fruit and a variety of scents that attract 

bears. 

     Wheatland Wildlife Biologist Martin Hicks 

responded to a bear conflict south of town 

after a landowner observed a male black bear 

feeding on a domestic calf. The bear was 

euthanized.  

     Laramie Region personnel Martin Hicks, 

David Ellsworth, Kristen DaVanon, Corey Class 

and Lee Knox captured a cow moose at F.E. 

Warren Air Force Base in July. 

      The young cow moose wandered onto the 

base, then left the property and made it to 

downtown Cheyenne before heading back to 

the base. She was eventually captured and 

relocated to the Sierra Madres Mountains.  

Bears, moose keep wildlife managers busy  

Keystone Wildfire 

 Be Bear Aware 

Prevent attracting bears to your 

property by following these steps: 

 Minimize availability of food re-

wards throughout your property.  

 Do not leave pet food out. Hang 

bird feeders out of a bear’s reach 

and take down during periods of 

high bear activity. 

 Remove any dense brush that 

could provide cover for a bear. 

 Put out garbage on the day of pick 

up, not the night before. Store in a 

sturdy building or place in an ap-

proved bear-resistant trash recep-

tacle. 
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Well done!  

Game wardens are always pleased when they come across boaters who are doing everything right. At left, Game Warden Dylan Berg-

man came across a Douglas family that frequents Glendo Reservoir nearly every weekend. They always have their safety equipment 

in perfect order, and the children always have big smiles on their faces. At right, Game Warden David Ellsworth contacts boaters who 

were also doing everything right. Both children were in life jackets, and the boat had all the necessary safety gear. Photos by Dylan 

Bergman. 

Anglers: Avoid citations by reading regulations 

     Anglers are urged to read the 

2017 Wyoming Fishing Regula-

tions prior to fishing to avoid re-

ceiving a citation as many others 

have this summer.  

    Recently the bass limits on Gray-

rocks Reservoir were changed. An 

angler can possess three bass and 

only one can be over 12 inches. In 

the photo at top right, an angler 

had three bass, with two over 12 

inches. The angler was issued a 

warning and one bass was for-

feited and donated to another 

angler. 

     In the bottom right photo, an 

angler had  6-and-a-half walleye 

fillets, cut from walleye caught in 

Glendo Reservoir. The daily creel 

and total possession limit is 6 wall-

eye. Additionally, these fillets did 

not have a piece of skin attached 

to aid in species identification.  

     The photo at far right shows a seized batch of minnows. The owner of this bunch of min-

nows did not have a receipt, nor a seining license, to accompany his minnows.  
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     Personnel from the Wyoming Game and Fish Department Fish Health Laboratory were on hand at Lake Hattie on a Saturday afternoon in 

July to demonstrate what they do to maintain healthy fish populations. As curious anglers watched, the scientists performed a necropsy 

(animal autopsy) to look for diseases within the inner organs of fish. Participants were also able to view samples of fish parasites and bacte-

ria under a microscope. Photos by Robin Kepple. 

Lessons about fish health at Lake Hattie 

Learning how to fish 
     Twenty-five people joined the Game and Fish Department to learn where and 

how to fish at the  “Tacklin’ the Basics of Fishing” workshop at Sloans Lake in 

Cheyenne in early July (photo at right.) The workshop was designed to give an-

glers information about the great fishing opportunities that can be found not far 

from their homes. Fish Biologist Lee McDonald provided fishing tips and tactics.   

     In the photo above, Cheyenne Game Warden Mitch Renteria demonstrates 

how to clean a trout for children from the Cheyenne Boys and Girls Club. The youngsters spent a July morning fishing at Granite Reservoir in 

Curt Gowdy State Park.  Fishing was slow but one lucky angler caught a rainbow trout. Photo by Claren Perkins. 
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     Laramie residents had the unique opportunity to play a 

game called “Wildlife Clue: Using Forensics to Solve Wildlife 

Mysteries” to learn about the role of the Game and Fish 

Department’s Wildlife Forensics and Fish Health lab.      

The game was modeled after the board game Clue and participants had to determine species, evidence and method of a fictional wildlife 

forensics case. The winner, Rafael Homer (pictured above) received a $25 gift certificate for the Game and Fish Store.  

Wildlife Clue 

     Aquatic Habitat Biologist Christina Barrineau and Information Special-

ist Robin Kepple provided wildlife programs for children during the Chey-

enne Animal Shelter’s Critter Camp in mid-July.              

     During the aquatic invertebrate session, the children enjoyed poking 

around in leaves and sticks to find little critters swimming around in the 

water. Barrineau discussed why these critters are important and how 

their different body shapes help them in the water.  

     The children then watched a slide show about wildlife habitat and got 

to handle furs, skulls and pelts from various Wyoming mammals.      

There were 19 kids in the class ranging from age 5 to 11.  

Cheyenne Critter Camp 

     Three young members of the Native American dance 

performers at Cheyenne Frontier Days stopped by the Game 

and Fish Department booth in the Indian Village to learn 

about Wyoming’s wild animals. Photo by Robin Kepple. 

 

Wildlife lessons 
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     The Laramie Region Habitat and Access crew installed a new 

boat dock at Hog Park Reservoir. The previous dock was in poor 

condition and in need of replacement.  

     The Wyoming Game and Fish Deparment worked closely with 

the U.S. Forest Service to secure funding and purchase a new 

dock. It was delivered to the reservoir by Wyoming Game and Fish 

personnel and was installed in a joint effort with the U.S. Forest 

Service.  

     This dock creates new fishing opportunities and lake access to 

the public, as well as improving the public’s ability to launch water-

craft.  

     The headgate on the Springer reservoir within 

the Springer Wildlife Habitat Management Area 

was damaged and unable to be raised or lowered 

easily. This made managing the water level of the 

reservoir for the fishery and recreational use 

extremely difficult.  

     The headgate was repaired and can now be 

moved freely to adjust the water level accord-

ingly. Regaining the ability to manage the water 

level improves fisheries management and access 

for the public.  

 

     The Laramie Region Habitat and Access crew installed an exclosure fence 

around a natural spring in the Wild Cow Pasture located within the Grizzly Wildlife 

Habitat Management Area.  

     The spring was sustaining damage by grazing cattle, which reduced its benefit 

to wildlife. A four-strand wildlife friendly fence was constructed to prevent live-

stock use, but still allows access by wildlife. This improves the habitat and helps 

bring wildlife to the WHMA, which in turn will increase hunting and wildlife viewing 

opportunities for the public.  

New dock at Hog Park 

Springer headgate 

 

Grizzly WHMA exclosure 

     The Curt Gowdy Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited will hold a free “Fly Fishing 

in the Park” clinic in Cheyenne to 

teach beginners how to fly fish. 

     The clinics will be held on 

Wednesday, Aug. 23. Meet at the 

swim beach at Sloans Lake in Lions 

Park at 7 p.m. More information: 

https://www.facebook.com/

Learn to fly fish in Cheyenne 

https://www.facebook.com/TUCurtGowdyChapter
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     Regional Access Coordinator Jason Sherwood worked with 

a number of other department employees to ensure the Ac-

cess Yes web pages, maps, and Hunter Management Area 

(HMA) application programs were available on time and run-

ning smoothly.  

     HMA applications opened on July 10 (always the second 

Monday of July), with just over 400 permission slips issued or 

successfully applied for within the first hour. By noon, that 

number had more than doubled, with more than 600 differ-

ent hunters having logged into the system.  

     Opening day numbers were slightly lower than in 2016, 

likely due to hunters waiting until further into the draw peri-

ods to apply. Fewer permission slips are issued on a first-

come, first-serve basis than during the initial years of the 

Access Yes program, so hunters have less need to rush into 

the system. 

Awards and Recognition 

     Special recognition to a few Laramie Region personnel this month. At left, Wheatland Game Warden David Ellsworth (holding award) re-

ceived the Torch Award from the North American Wildlife Enforcement Officers Association. The Torch Award is awarded to game wardens 

who have less than 5-years experience, but have performed exceptional work for their respective departments. In the center photo, Wheat-

land Game Warden Martin Hicks (left) received a 15-year service award. And in the photo at right, Regional Wildlife Supervisor Rick King 

(holding plaque) received the Peer Recognition Award for the Laramie Region. Congratulations, gentlemen!  

Access Yes webpage ready for hunting season 

Wildlife watching adds joy to life 
     Wyoming is blessed with majestic wildlife such as bison, grizzly bears and bighorn sheep. It’s no doubt these species bring a lot of 

joy to Wyoming residents. But the smaller species that live in our state can be just as enjoyable to observe. In the photos below, a 

Wyoming ground squirrel appears to eat lunch with a cottontail rabbit, and an American crow catches a garter snake. Watching wild 

animals, even the smallest ones, often results in memorable moments like these. Photos by Robin Kepple.    
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Wyoming Game and Fish Dept. 

Laramie Region Office  

528 S. Adams St.  

Laramie, WY 82070 

(307) 745-4046 

     Medicine Bow Game Warden Jordan Winter found this mule deer 

fawn resting in the shade during the heat of a summer day. Warden 

Winter said many mule deer that live in and around the town have 

fawns this year.  

     Mule deer are common residents in many cities and towns in Wyo-

ming. Urban areas offer safety from predators, shelter from weather 

and a variety of forage opportunities. While the deer have become 

pests in some areas, most Wyoming residents enjoy seeing them up 

close. Residents are asked to avoid approaching the deer and refrain 

from feeding them.  

     Photography intern Erin Bormett spent the summer taking pho-

tos for the Game and Fish Department. She also got the opportu-

nity to job shadow with Saratoga Game Warden Biff Burton.  

     She learned to drive a boat at Hog Park Reservoir and helped 

rescue a bald eagle on the North Platte River. 

     The Wyoming Game and Fish Department encourages its em-

ployees to experience job duties of other professions within the 

agency.  Many field duties considered routine to some are often 

fascinating to coworkers with different job duties. 

Deer fawn in town 

Intern gains experience 

     Game Wardens Mitch Renterria (pictured) and Dylan Bergman 

placed “No Wake” buoys on Sandy Beach at Glendo Reservoir ear-

lier this summer. The buoys ensure that swimmers don’t have to 

deal with fast-moving boats, and prevents other boats from navigat-

ing excessive wakes.  

     The wardens also placed new “No Wake” buoys at the marina in 

response to boats leaving the marina area at high rates of speed.  

No-wake zone ahead 


