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ECLIPSE 2017 

     More than one million people came to Wyo-

ming to view the total solar eclipse on August 21. 

Many of them passed through the Laramie Re-

gion on their way to the path of totality.   

     Game and Fish Department personnel worked 

to keep eclipse viewers safe on waterways and in 

back country areas, and to provide information 

on Commission-owned or managed lands.    

     Despite the large number of people in the 

state for the event, there were few violations, no 

human-large carnivore conflicts and no damage 

to Game and Fish properties.  

     See page seven for more photos from this 

historic event.  

 

WHAT’S GOING ON? 

Hunter Education classes  

Hunter education classes will 

be held on the following dates 

in the Laramie Region:   

Sept. 28—Cheyenne 

 

Internet Field Days 

September 21—Cheyenne 

 

Register online at wgfd.wyo.gov 

Sept. 19-20—Game and Fish 

Commission meeting, Alan 

Mickelson Fire Training Center, 

701 Larch Street, Gillette 

Sept. 23—Join the Game and 

Fish Department to recognize 

National Hunting and Fish Day at 

the University of Wyoming foot-

ball game 

October 19—Springer Special 

Pheasant Hunt opens 

October 31—Preference point 

deadline. Apply for preference 

points online at wgfd.wyo.gov  

Photo at top: A white-faced ibis takes a stretch 

break while foraging for food at the Table 

Mountain Wildlife Habitat Management Area.  

Photo by Greg Johnson 

Violations were low 

during epic event 
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     The Wyoming Game and Fish Department recently 

received a $5,000 grant from Wyoming Flycasters to 

assist with fish passage and aquatic habitat projects on 

the Encampment River.  

     The Encampment River faces many challenges, in-

cluding irrigation diversion dams, research weirs, cli-

mate change, browsing pressure in riparian habitats, at-

risk aspen communities, undersized road culverts which 

impede fish passage, and cumulative impacts from his-

toric tie drives, channelization, land use activities, and 

mining.  

     As a result, numerous habitat projects have occurred 

in the Encampment River Watershed over the past sev-

eral years, including channel restoration below Riverside 

and fish passage projects that involve cobble push-up 

dam replacements and removal of old weirs. The Fly-

casters grant money was used to pay for projects that 

were constructed in 2016. 

     “The Wyoming Game and Fish Department is grateful 

to partner with the Wyoming Flycasters to help continue 

with habitat enhancement and fish passage projects in 

the Encampment River Watershed. We appreciate the 

Wyoming Flycasters’ funds towards these important habitat restoration efforts,” said Christina Barrineau, Aquatic Habitat Biologist for the 

Laramie Region.  

     Wyoming Flycasters has supported additional collaborative aquatic projects with Game and Fish in recent years. Projects include: 

the Wyoming Flycasters Memorial Access Project to enhance fishing access and opportunity along the North Platte River; donations to Ac-

cess Yes, a program facilitating the partnership between landowners and the department to create public hunting and fishing access on 

private land; and the Water Level Loggers project to support restoring stream channels, improving fish passage, and managing water and 

riparian areas statewide. Furthermore, Wyoming Flycasters contributed significant funds to the LaBarge Creek Fish Passage Project to im-

prove passage on seven tributaries to upper LaBarge Creek. 

Wyoming Flycasters grant helps Encampment River 

Fish unharmed during Lake Absarraca fuel spill 
     An accident on Interstate 25 caused diesel 

fuel to spill into Lake Absarraca on August 11.     

The lake was immediately closed to public ac-

cess and fishing.  

     Personnel from the Laramie Fisheries Man-

agement crew responded to determine if there 

were any impacts to fish populations. Fish ap-

peared to be unharmed by the spill.  

     The Cheyenne Board of Public Utilities re-

moved contaminated soil near the edge of the 

lake and diesel fuel from the surface of the 

lake.  

     With the coordination of the Department of 

Environmental Quality and Laramie County 

Health Department, the City of Cheyenne Board 

of Public Utilities reopened Lake Absarraca on 

August 25.  

     Lake Absarraca contains bluegill, yellow 

perch, pumpkin seed, channel catfish, large-

mouth bass, black crappie, rainbow trout and 

cutthroat trout.  

Personnel from the Cheyenne Board of Public Utilities use special equipment to remove 

diesel fuel from the surface of the lake. 



Duck banding in Goshen County 

Wildlife detection dogs train to locate ferrets 

     Waterfowl banding operations are underway at Springer and Table Mountain Wildlife Habitat Management Areas in Goshen County.  

This is the second season the department has banded waterfowl in southeastern Wyoming. Banding is an important tool used to track 

migration patterns and survival of waterfowl species. Many hunters enjoy keeping bands from harvested ducks and are asked to report 

the information on the band online at www.reportband.gov. In the photos above, technicians Nate Lashomb and Matt Prinzing fit bands 

onto captured waterfowl, and a wood duck sports a new band. Photos by Robin Kepple.  

 

     In August wildlife detection dogs received special 

training to help locate endangered black-footed fer-

rets in Wyoming.  

     The dogs are from the nonprofit group Working 

Dogs for Conservation. The training helped them de-

termine the scent of black-footed ferrets from prairie 

dogs and other species. The dogs are currently being 

used to help locate black-footed ferrets near 

Meeteetse.  

     In the photos, clockwise from top, dog handler 

Chris Salisbury works with Bodie, an 18-month-old 

Belgian Malinois. Lily, a 9-year-old Labroador Re-

triever, checks out a scent during training. A black-

footed ferret peeks out through an opening in a tube 

during training.   

     More information about Working Dogs for Conser-

vation can be found at www.wd4c.org.   
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     Elk Mountain Game Warden Ryan Kenneda said a young black bear was spotted more than 

once near Aspen Highlands, a subdivision at the base of Elk Mountain. The bear was getting into 

trash, bird feeders and grills at the subdivision. Warden Kenneda met with the homeowner’s asso-

ciation to discuss ways to prevent problems with bears. The training appeared to help because the 

bear moved on to a new location. 

     A young black bear investigated the guest facilities at Brush Creek Ranch near Saratoga. The 

bear was interested in a yurt near a stream where massage and aroma therapy sessions are con-

ducted. The bear peered into their rooms, leaving paw and nose prints on all the windows. A trap 

was set to capture the bear for relocation, but it was never caught.  

     A large male black bear was hit and killed by a vehicle on Interstate 80 at the Wagonhound Exit 

during the eclipse event. Many motorists had a good look at the bear as Saratoga Game Warden 

Biff Burton removed it from the highway. 

     Three horses were attacked by a young mountain lion on the outskirts of Saratoga. A horse had 

to be euthanized after a veterinarian determined it would not recover from leg wounds received 

during the attack. The other two horses are healing from bites and scratches. The lion visited the 

property on three occasions, but has not been seen for a couple of weeks. 

 

     Regional Access Coordinator Jason Sherwood and Ac-

cess Technician Jace Cussins worked to install signs on the 

new F.E. Warren Air Force Base Hunter Management Area 

before the season opened this August. 

      However, unlike other access areas, this one required 

filing paperwork with the Air Force and getting approval 

before any posts could be put into the ground. Sherwood 

was also required to attend a briefing about unexploded 

ordinances that could be present on the base.  

     The ground surface has been searched and cleared, but 

much of the property open for hunting this year has not 

been cleared for explosives that could be buried under the 

surface. Needless to say, Sherwood took a little extra time, 

driving the posts into the ground.  

     Anyone who traveled on Highway 270 in eastern Wyoming between Aug. 31 and Sept. 2 might be able to 

help solve a wildlife crime. The Wyoming Game and Fish Department is asking the public for any information 

about the shooting of several big game animals that were left to waste on Highway 270 between Hartville 

and the Niobrara County line. 

     There were at least three animals shot between the evening of Thursday, Aug. 31 and the morning of 

Sept. 2.  

     Tips about this case or others can be submitted by phone, text or online and informants can choose to 

remain anonymous. Individuals submitting information leading to a conviction may be eligible for a reward 

through the Wyoming Wildlife Protector's Association. To report a tip, call the Stop Poaching Hotline 1-877-

WGFD-TIP (1-877-943-3847) or 1-307-777-4330 for out-of-state calls. Text keyword WGFD and message to 

847-411. Android-based cell phone users may download a free app to submit text message reports. iPhone 

users must text reports to 847-411. 

WGFD seeking information on a recent wildlife crime  

Unexploded ordinance training for access coordinator 

Bear and mountain lion activity in the Laramie Region 
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     The Laramie Region Fisheries Management crew sampled Rob 

Roy Reservoir at established floating and sinking gill net sites in Au-

gust. 

      There were abundant rainbow trout in the 12-14 inch range, espe-

cially in the floating gill nets. Usually during standard sampling one or 

two large brown trout are captured. However, this year seven brown 

trout ranging in length from 18-24 inches were captured.  

     No Kokanee were captured in floating gill nets, which sample to 

10 feet deep. Including 2017, Kokanee have been stocked for three 

years with the hopes of establishing a wild brood population. Further 

sampling will be conducted with curtain nets.  

     Biologists sampled the Encampment 

River at two different sites in August.  

     One site was below Riverside on a 

section of river that has been restored. 

The site was sampled pre-restoration 

and now post-restoration. The number 

of trout captured within the sampling 

segment increased 300 percent.  

     The second site was at Commissary 

Park near the Wyoming/Colorado bor-

der. It contained abundant brown trout, 

with a few nearing 17 inches. The En-

campment River houses large brown 

trout from its confluence to its headwa-

ters. It’s an amazing fishery that is only 

getting better with recent habitat and 

fish passage projects.  

Encampment 

Rainbow trout look good at Rob Roy Reservoir 

     The Laramie Region Fisheries Manage-

ment crew sampled above and below Sand 

Lake looking for Longnose Suckers to de-

termine the distribution and potential for 

the species to recolonize the lake after any 

future lake treatments.  

     Longnose Suckers were abundant in 

pools below the Sand Lake dam which is 

currently passable to upstream move-

ments, but were not found in any of the 

tributaries above Sand Lake.  Brook Trout 

and Rainbow Trout were captured below 

the dam and in the tributaries above Sand 

Lake. 

     At right, Technician Jake Werner holds a 

large brook trout collected from Deep 

Creek below Sand Lake. 

Sand Lake  

     Fish biologists sampled Bastian Reservoir and Muddy Creek above the reservoir to better understand the impacts of stocking largemouth 

bass on native fishes in this system. Fathead minnow, plains topminnow, Iowa darter, brassy minnow, and white sucker were all abundant 

and do not appear to have declined in abundance since the 2016 stocking.   

     Largemouth bass were also sampled and the largest measured 15.5 inches. Their diets were examined and crayfish were the most com-

mon item. Cylindrical papershell mussels and Western painted turtles were also abundant.   

Largemouth bass have little impact on native fish 
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     As part of ongoing efforts to maintain Chey-

enne’s water system, the City of Cheyenne Board 

of Public Utilities (Board) will be removing sedi-

ment in the Lower North Crow Reservoir at the 

John and Annie Woodhouse Recreation and Wild-

life Habitat Area located about 27 miles northwest 

of Cheyenne.  

     The Lower North Crow Reservoir’s water, used 

to irrigate the City of Cheyenne’s parks, was built it 

1911 and rehabilitated in 1994 and at full capac-

ity holds about 32 million gallons of water.  

     Over the years, silt and sediment has migrated 

downstream and been trapped in Lower North 

Crow Reservoir, decreasing the water storage ca-

pacity. The silt removal project, which involves 

removing about 14,000-cubic yards of sediment, 

will restore water storage capacity and assist the 

Wyoming Game and Fish Department by improving 

the aquatic habitat.  

     With anticipation of this project, the Board has 

partnered with Game and Fish during the planning 

process. Lowering the reservoir water level bene-

fits the Board by allowing easier access for silt 

removal, and helps the Game and Fish Department by reducing a problematic sucker population. It will also allow easier access for the 

installation of a fishing pier for people with disabilities, and improve future aquatic habitats for the benefit of public recreation and the 

reservoir’s ecosystem.  

     Normally, Lower North Crow Reservoir is stocked annually with trout. Trout were not stocked this year; but, stocking will resume next 

year upon completion of the project. The project is expected to start in October and continue through December. 

     Wheatland Wildlife Biologist Martin Hicks reports poor 

pronghorn antelope fawn survival in his district compared 

to previous years.   

     Fawn ratios for herds east of Interstate 25 and south 

of Highway 18/20 are well below the long-term average. 

Hicks said environmental factors such as heavy, wet 

snow in May and high temperatures in June and July have 

undoubtedly played a role in poor recruitment. A major 

hail storm in June likely contributed to a loss of fawns as 

well.  

Lower North Crow Reservoir silt removal project 

 

Fawn survival drops       An old mine shaft lo-

cated near Sunrise has 

become essential habitat 

for bats in the area.  

     The shaft has been open 

for a long time, allowing 

animals, people and the 

elements inside.      

      To prevent disturbance 

to the bats or their habitat, 

the steel doors on the open-

ing were closed and locked. 

The doors can still be 

opened for educational 

purposes or research oppor-

tunities.  

     An opening was cut into 

one of the doors to allow 

the bats access into and 

out of the cave, but keeps 

everything else out. 

Protecting bat habitat 
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Kerry Burroughs of Colorado Springs, Colorado, used a telescope to project an image of the 

eclipse onto a white board at the Rawhide Wildlife Habitat Management Area.  

A young girl projects the eclipse onto paper at the 

Rawhide Wildlife Habitat Management Area in 

Goshen County. Photo by Robin Kepple 

Game Wardens 

Ryan Kenneda and 

Jordan Winter pa-

trolled the North 

Platte River below 

Guernsey Dam on 

personal watercraft. 

In two hours they 

contacted more 

than 300 people 

who were floating 

the river.  

     In the photo  

below, Wheatland 

Wildlife Biologist 

Martin Hicks 

snapped this photo 

of traffic on Highway 

26 following  the 

eclipse. Local     

residents, not used 

to so much traffic, 

could be seen tak-

ing similar photos 

from their porches 

and front yards in 

many towns across 

the Laramie region. 

ECLIPSE 2017 
     In anticipation of large crowds for the 

eclipse, additional outhouses and dump-

sters were brought to many of the Game 

and Fish Commission-owned lands such 

as Springer Wildlife Habitat Management 

Area (WHMA) and Grayrocks Reservoir.  

     All of the WMAs and Public Access 

Areas were patrolled to assist the public 

with any questions or concerns that 

arose.  

      While stationed at the sites, the Lara-

mie Region Habitat and Access crew 

used the time to complete a few pro-

jects, including installing a hydrant and 

ball valve on a new well at Table Moun-

tain WHMA to help with wetland manage-

ment. They also removed dead trees at 

the Springer WHMA to allow the new 

pivot to make an entire pass. Dirt was  

moved along the new pond at Springer  

to prevent overflow onto the road and 

increase the value of the pond as water-

fowl habitat. 
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     A three-part educational series to 

help women and youth learn to hunt 

pheasants kicked off in Cheyenne in 

August.  

     The class is designed for beginner 

hunters and covers all aspects of hunt-

ing pheasants. “It's hard to go from be-

ing interested in hunting to actually 

hunting,” said Kathryn Boswell, Hunter 

and Angler Participation Coordinator for 

the Game and Fish Department. “The 

safety, skills, laws, gear and even how to 

clean and cook your harvest can be 

overwhelming. This is a special opportu-

nity for women and youth to learn and 

hunt in a non-threatening environment.” 

     On the first day of class, participants 

learned to handle hunting gear and en-

joyed a cooking demonstration by 

Sportsman's Warehouse. The class also 

covered shotguns, safety in the field and 

shooting a variety of targets. 

     Future classes will include additional 

shooting and gun safety, pheasant   

habitat and behavior, a hunting dog 

demonstration by the Cheyenne Retriever Club, safety when shooting over dogs and how to plan a pheasant hunt. A pheasant hunt near 

Hawk Springs on October 21 will round out the class. Photo by Tristanna Bickford.  

     The Wyoming Game and Fish Depart-

ment will celebrate National Hunting and 

Fishing Day on Sept. 23 with an event for 

families at the University of Wyoming foot-

ball game in Laramie.  

     Game and Fish, Sportsman's Ware-

house and Shoot and Cast will be at 

the Tailgate Zone in the Indoor Practice 

Field during tailgate time before kickoff 

against the Hawaii Rainbow Warriors. 

     National Hunting and Fishing Day is celebrated annually on the fourth Saturday of September. Since 1972, the day has been recognized 

in all 50 states as one to teach about conservation and celebrate the outdoors.  

     “Today fewer people are connecting with nature through hunting and fishing,” said Kathryn Boswell, the Wyoming Game and Fish Depart-

ment hunter and angler participation coordinator. “But, we can change that by taking our family and friends outdoors and teaching them 

how. Look for us in our red shirts before the football game to find out how to get started.” 

     Game and Fish will be hosting hands-on activities to teach game-goers about Wyoming’s outdoor opportunities and hunting and fishing 

skills. Activities include casting practice, hide and fur identification and more. Two fish stocking trucks will be on site and Game and Fish 

biologists will be giving fishing tips and answering questions.  

          The National Hunting and Fishing Day program is also sponsoring a nationwide mentorship challenge. By pledging online to introduce 

someone to the outdoors by Sept. 23, mentors will be eligible to win a weekend for two with Richard Childress Racing VIP package or a fam-

ily stay at Big Cedar Lodge in Missouri and passes to the Wonders of Wildlife National Museum and Aquarium in Springfield, Missouri. More 

information is available on NHFDay.org. 

  

Pheasant hunting class underway for women & kids  

Celebrate National Hunting & Fishing Day at UW game 

http://www.nhfday.org/
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     Elk Mountain Game Warden Ryan Kenneda attended 

the Wyoming Peace Officers Academy to recertify as a 

Custody and Control instructor.  

      The instructor recertification takes place every other 

year at the academy and this will mark Warden Ken-

neda’s third recertification. In order to pass as a certified 

instructor, the instructor student needs to pass all the 

required skills with a score of at least 90 percent.  
           In addition to training custody and control, War-

den Kenneda taught wardens working at Glendo Reser-

voir how to use a cervical collar, a backboard with spider 

straps and how complete other basic medical emer-

gency skills. 

 

 

Wyoming Game and Fish Dept. 

Laramie Region Office  

528 S. Adams St.  

Laramie, WY 82070 

(307) 745-4046 

Ongoing training 

     Information Specialist Robin Kepple says you are never too young to 

learn about wildlife.  

    Kepple taught education programs to several preschool children in 

Laramie and Cheyenne in August. The programs are part of the Game and 

Fish Department’s public outreach effort to help Wyoming residents learn 

about and appreciate the state’s wildlife resources.  

     In the photo above, children with Laramie MOPS learn to identify tiny 

aquatic insects in Huck Finn Pond. In the photo below, children from the 

Kiddie Kollege in Cheyenne learn about black bears and other Wyoming 

mammals.  

Learning about wildlife 


