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April 20-21 - Wyoming Game and Fish 

Commission meeting in Casper. More 

info online at wgfd.wyo.gov. 

April 28, 9:30 a.m.- Sage Grouse Imple-

mentation Team, Casper Regional Of-

fice. More info online at wgfd.wyo.gov 

May 13—Fishing Workshop, 10 a.m., 

University of Wyoming Berry Biodiversity 

Conservation Center at the intersection 

of E. Lewis Street and 10th Street in 

Laramie, with fishing to follow at Twin 

Buttes Reservoir. More info on page 3. 

WHAT’S GOING ON? 

Hunter Education Classes  

Upcoming hunter education classes 

begin on the following dates in the 

Laramie Region:   

Regular classes: 

April 17– Wheatland 

April 19 – Pine Bluffs 

April 24– Hanna 

May 11– Cheyenne 

 

Internet Field Days 

April 28– Cheyenne 

May 5– Laramie 

Register online at wgfd.wyo.gov. 

     The Wyoming Game and Fish Department and the University of Wyoming Cooperative Re-

search Unit are working together to study moose physiology in the Snowy Range.  

     In the above photo, Kevin Monteith and Alex May, of the University of Wyoming Cooperative 

Research Unit, use an ultrasound to measure the body condition and reproductive status of a 

cow moose.       

     Biologists also count 

the number of external 

parasites in an area of 

skin on a cow moose 

(photo at right) to deter-

mine overall parasite 

load.  

     The Game and Fish 

Department would like to  

thank Brush Creek Ranch, 

which provided a safe and 

convenient capture and 

landing zones for the heli-

copter. 

Snowy Range moose study 

Photos by Biff Burton 
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    Personnel from the Laramie Region donned safety gear to tour the site of the new 

regional office and lab earlier this month. The building is located at the corner of South 

Adams and Venture Drive in Laramie.       

     The new building will provide a home for the Game and Fish Wildlife Forensic and 

Fish Health Lab, which is currently housed on the UW campus, as well as offices and 

work space for Laramie Region personnel.   

      The lab will serve the public by providing unbiased information to wildlife law enforce-

ment, safeguarding the health of Wyoming’s fish, and developing information that is 

used in the wise management of Wyoming’s big game herds.  A conference room will 

give the Laramie Region space to hold public meetings, hunter education courses and 

Wyoming Game and Fish Commission meetings. Construction is scheduled to be com-

plete by summer of 2018.  

Construction tour 

At left, the new facility begins to take shape. 

Above, Lab Director DeeDee Hawk reviews 

blueprints with Tim Belton, the lead archi-

tect for the project.  

At left, walls are beginning to give shape to the main office building. Above, the foundation for 

the new lab is in the foreground of the photo, with the main office building in the back. The 

wildlife forensic laboratory does analysis for law enforcement in 10 states and is considered 

one of the most advanced state laboratories in the country. Additional states are on contract 

and are charged per case for analyses. The new building will allow our forensics lab to meet 

new accreditation standards.  
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     The Laramie Region is pleased to present three fishing workshops 

this summer that will offer tips on where and how to fish. Dubbed 

“Tacklin’ the Basics of Fishing,” workshops will be held in Laramie, 

Torrington and Cheyenne.    

     “These workshops are designed to give anglers information about 

the great fishing opportunities that can be found not far from their 

homes, or to learn more about the waters where you already fish,” 

said Robin Kepple, information specialist for the Laramie Region.           

     A fisheries biologist will present a slideshow at each workshop to 

help anglers learn about the local fishing spots near their towns; the 

history of fish stocking in these water bodies; common angling tactics 

for various fish species; best times of year to fish and more. Follow-

ing the slide show presentation, participants are encouraged to join 

WGFD personnel for a few hours of fishing at each workshop.  

     “We held one of these workshops in Wheatland in 2016 and now 

we’re offering them in other communities throughout the region,” 

Kepple said. “Each workshop will be unique to that community’s local 

fisheries, so anglers may want to attend more than one if they have interest in learning about new fisheries in other areas.”  

     The workshops are free, but anglers over age 14 are reminded to purchase a 2017 fishing license and conservation stamp prior to fish-

ing. Poles, tackle and bait will be available for use at no charge. “If you don’t have equipment you can borrow some of ours, so bring the 

whole family.” Kepple said.   

     The Laramie workshop is the first and will be held at 10 a.m. Saturday, May 13, at the University of Wyoming Berry Biodiversity Conserva-

tion Center at the intersection of E. Lewis Street and 10th Street in Laramie, with fishing to follow at Twin Buttes Reservoir.  

     The Torrington workshop will be held at 10 a.m. Saturday, June 10, in the conference room at Platte Valley Bank, 2201 Main Street, with 

fishing to follow at Hawk Springs Reservoir near Hawk Springs.  

     The final workshop of the summer will be held in Cheyenne at the Game and Fish Headquarters, 5400 Bishop Blvd., at 10 a.m. Saturday, 

July 8. Fishing will follow at Sloan’s Lake in Lions Park.   

     Maps will be provided at each workshop if anglers are not familiar with the lakes we’ll be fishing. Transportation is not provided so partici-

pants will need to drive themselves to the lakes. For more information, contact Robin Kepple at (307) 262-0229. 

Workshops to offer tips about fishing in southeast WY 

Spring fishing is here! 
     Anglers, the long-awaited spring fishing season is finally here! 

After enduring the long, cold winter, you are probably more than 

ready to enjoy the spring thaw and try your luck on the water. The 

Game and Fish Department knows exactly how you feel and we’re 

hoping to get your fishing season started off right.  Recently, we 

stocked 8-10 inch catchable rainbow trout in Sloans Lake and 

Lake Absarraca in Cheyenne and Huck Finn Pond in Laramie.  

     Sloans and Absarraca each received more than 2,000 fish, 

and 1,000 were stocked in Huck Finn Pond. Please remember, 

Huck Finn Pond provides fishing for children ages 13 and under 

only. Sloans and Absarraca will be stocked again with trout in the 

fall when water temperatures cool and Huck Finn will be stocked 

a couple more times before July.  

     Lots of factors are considered before fish are stocked, such as 

available habitat, water temperature and angler use. Generally, 

stocking of catchable-sized trout is done in waters with high use, 

low productivity and/or seasonal water temperatures that limit 

trout growth or survival. Smaller size trout (< 8 inches) are 

stocked in more productive waters and/or with better year-round 

temperatures for trout survival. 
Nick Eglseder, Fish Culturist at the Speas Fish Hatchery, shows a 

group of children how he tests water quality at Huck Finn Pond be-

fore stocking fish. Photo by Steve Gale.  



 

WGFD Laramie Region Newsletter  Page 4       APRIL 2017 

Above, a helicopter carefully moves four bighorn sheep to a rendez-

vous site where biologists wait to perform their studies. At right, 

personnel from the Laramie Region, along with future wildlife Biolo-

gist Bridger Magnusson (young boy), collect disease samples from a 

bighorn ewe. Photos by Martin Hicks. 

Iron Mountain bighorn sheep disease study 

Did You Know? 

Prior to European settlement, bighorn sheep lived in suitable habitats throughout Wyoming, including the low and 

rocky Ferris, Granite, Rattlesnake, and Shirley Mountains, and on bluffs along the Sweetwater and North Platte 

Rivers. While historic numbers were almost certainly greater than current populations, there are no precise esti-

mates of previous abundance. In 1960 there were estimated to be 2,000 Bighorn Sheep in Wyoming, restricted 

entirely to the northwest corner of the state. By 1990, this estimate had risen to over 7,000 and it has ranged 

between 6,000 and 7,000 since that time, with populations established in central, eastern and southern Wyo-

ming. Range-wide population trends appear to be downward, but not significantly.  

     After two unsuccessful attempts from the ground, seven bighorn sheep were captured using a helicopter and net gun in Hunt Area 19, 

the Iron Mountain area. The six ewes and one ram were captured as part of a project for disease research to look at pneumonia patho-

gens and to monitor body condition. All the captured sheep appeared healthy and in good condition.  

     When conducted by trained professionals, aerial net gunning is a rapid and extremely efficient way to capture bighorn sheep and other 

big game animals. Depending on terrain and sheep densities, an experienced crew can capture, process and release numerous animals 

in a day.  
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     Two men received multiple citations after their vehicles 

became stuck while hunting jackrabbits on private prop-

erty. 

     The drivers said they were hunting jackrabbits in the 

early morning hours. One driver said he had run out of 

ammunition so he decided to try and chase jackrabbits 

with his truck. The vehicle got stuck in a marshy area, so 

he called his friend who was hunting jackrabbits nearby.  

     When his friend came to help, his vehicle also got 

stuck. The two men spent the remainder of the night sleep-

ing in their trucks because they could not get a hold of 

anybody else to help them.   

     The next morning they called their friends to help them, 

but the friends were spotted by a deputy sheriff who then 

called the landowners.   

     The landowner would not allow the friends to enter his land, so the deputy called a wrecker to tow them out. The deputy sheriff wrote 

both men tickets for property destruction and Game Warden Kelly Todd wrote them citations for hunting on private property without permis-

sion and for using artificial light while hunting. One of the men also received a citation for shooting from the road. 

Trucks stuck in muck 

     Laramie Region law enforcement personnel are pleased to announce the closure of a signifi-

cant fish poaching case in March. 

      In 2016, a Laramie man was cited for an over-limit of trout and lost his privileges for a one-

year period beginning June 9, 2016. However, Game Wardens Jason Sherwood and Bill Brinegar 

received tips from multiple sources that the man was continuing to fish and keeping several big 

fish.  

     Warden Sherwood obtained search warrants for the man, his vehicle, and his home in early 

November. While attempting to serve the warrants on the morning of Nov. 6, 2016, the suspect 

was again found to be fishing at Lake Hattie. As Warden Brinegar approached him, the man 

caught his sixth large trout of the morning.  

     He was arrested for fishing while under suspension and his vehicle was impounded. He was 

charged with a total of 11 counts of fishing while under suspension and one count of over-limit of 

game fish.  

     Via a plea agreement, the prosecution agreed to dismiss one count of taking fish while under 

suspension and the over-limit charge. The man pleaded guilty to the other 10 charges. He was 

sentenced to $5,400 in fines and court costs, with an additional $2,200 in restitution for the 

minimum of 22 fish documented in his possession since June. He was also ordered to pay $720 

in public defender fees and had his fishing privilege suspended for six more years.  

     As part of the Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact, the suspension applies in Wyoming as well 

as 44 other states. Assuming no further violations, he will regain his fishing privileges in June of 

2023. 

 

Repeat poacher fined, loses privileges  
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     The Laramie Region Habitat and Access crew kicked off the boating season by putting boat docks in the water at the Laramie Plains 

lakes.  Docks were inspected and repairs were made, if needed. The docks are removed from the water in the winter months to avoid 

freezing and damage from wind. The photo above is the boat dock at Gelatt Lake.  

     A new boat dock has been installed at Grayrocks Reservoir northeast of Wheatland. Grayrocks Reservoir provides water to the local 

power plant and is known for great fishing. It is also popular with boaters, and the new dock will make it easier for them to launch their 

boats. The old dock will be hauled to Diamond Lake and installed there.  

     Boaters who have their watercraft inspected for aquatic invasive species (AIS) will be eligible to win prizes 

through the 2017 Wyoming AIS Boater Appreciation Raffle. The raffle was established to recognize the impor-

tant role boaters play in maintaining the ecological and recreational qualities of Wyoming waters through boat 

inspections.  

     Raffle prizes are a kayak package that includes two Emotion Guster Kayaks, paddles, lifejackets, ratchet 

straps and a Yeti Tundra 65 Cooler; a two-person guided trout or walleye fishing trip; Garmin Striker 5cv Fish 

Finder; Coolest Cooler and a Creek Company Odc 420 Ultralight Float Tube. Prizes are provided by Sportsmen’s 

Warehouse, Two Dogs Guide Service, Citimarine, Marine Products and the West Laramie Fly Store. 

     Boaters will be provided a raffle entry each time their boat is inspected at a Wyoming Game and Fish De-

partment check station or office.  Prize winners will be randomly selected on Dec. 1. 

      Zebra and quagga mussels represent two species of great concern. Both species remove substantial 

amounts of food and nutrients from the water, competing with fish, and rapidly colonize hard surfaces. These 

mussels become so abundant they clog pipes and screens, reducing pumping capacity for power plants, water 

treatment facilities and irrigation systems, which can result in substantial financial loss.  

     “Once established, mussel removal is nearly impossible and treatment options are limited. The most effec-

tive conservation measure is prevention,” said Beth Bear, Game and Fish aquatic invasive species coordinator.          

     For more information on the AIS Boater Appreciation Raffle visit https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Fishing-and-Boating/

Aquatic-Invasive-Species-Prevention/AIS-Raffle. 

An AIS boat inspection could win you a prize 

Photo by Micah Morris 

Dock installation marks start of boating season 

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Fishing-and-Boating/Aquatic-Invasive-Species-Prevention/AIS-Inspection-Locations
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     Kudos to Outreach Supervisor Rebekah Fitzgerald, Information Specialist Sara DiRienzo and Webmaster Chris Botkins for their techni-

cal online expertise during the Laramie Region Public Information Gathering Meeting to obtain public input for the 2017 season setting 

process.  

     The trio operated the Facebook Live and online chat feeds to allow hunters from all over the United States to join the discussion.  

     The season setting process takes place each spring and gives hunters an opportunity to learn about and discuss big game population 

numbers and any proposed changes for the upcoming hunting seasons. Game managers discuss big game, small game, game birds and 

waterfowl seasons during the meetings. Final proposals for 2017 hunting seasons will be presented to the Wyoming Game and Fish Com-

mission at their meeting in Casper on April 20-21.  

Season setting meeting goes live online 

From left, Rebekah Fitzgerald, Sara DiRienzo and Chris Botkins help hunters connect to Game and Fish through live online fo-

rums. Social media offers new and effective ways for the Game and Fish Department to connect with hunters and anglers. 
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Wyoming Game and Fish Dept. 

Laramie Region Office  

528 S. Adams St.  

Laramie, WY 82070 

(307) 745-4046 

     A rancher south of Saratoga found two 

bull moose carcasses in a grove of cotton-

wood trees near the North Platte River. 

    Saratoga Game Warden Biff Burton could 

not determine the cause of death due to the 

length of time since the animals died. Possi-

ble causes could be poaching, lightning or 

locked antlers.  Warden Burton estimates 

the moose died in the early fall of 2015. 

     Saratoga Game Warden Biff Burton investigated illegal 

dumping at the Sanger Public Access Area north of Sara-

toga.   

     Habitat and Access Biologist Mark Cufaude discovered 

burned electrical construction waste, including wire, insu-

lation and white powder.  

Moose mortality 

Illegal dumping 

Early spring keeps many 

Game and Fish Depart-

ment employees busy 

with sage grouse and 

sharp-tailed grouse sur-

veys. Both species gather 

on breeding grounds 

known as leks, where 

wildlife managers can 

easily monitor their num-

bers each year.   

Lek time 


