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November 20—Wyoming Wildlife Photo 

Contest Deadline—entries will be  

accepted through 5 p.m. 

November 23—The Laramie Region  

office will be closed to observe the 

Thanksgiving holiday. 

December 25—The Laramie Region of-

fice will be closed to observe Christmas. 

WHAT’S GOING ON? 

Hunter Education  

The following hunter education  

opportunities are available in the 

Laramie Region 

 

Internet Field Days 

Cheyenne—November 19 

Cheyenne—January 19 

 

 

Register online at wgfd.wyo.gov. 

Mountain lion removed from Cheyenne 
     Wildlife managers re-

moved a young male moun-

tain lion from a Cheyenne 

neighborhood on Nov. 2.  

     The mountain lion was 

first spotted in a residential 

area in the early morning 

hours. Wildlife managers 

found the animal hiding 

under a bush at a residen-

tial property.  

      The Cheyenne Police 

Department assisted with 

public safety while wildlife 

managers darted the lion 

and moved it to a bear trap 

for transport.  

     The young lion was re-

leased in the Snowy Range.  
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     Wheatland Wildlife Biologist 

Martin Hicks and Wheatland 

Game Warden David Ellsworth 

rescued a mountain lion that 

was trapped on a cliff next to 

Grayrocks Reservoir.   

     The duo had to take a boat 

out to the cliff and determined 

that the only way to get the 

young female off the cliff was to 

immobilize it.   

     They used a ladder to get 

closer to the lion and were then 

able to immobilize and secure 

it. The lion was released near 

the dam.  

      The Game and Fish Depart-

ment extends its gratitude to 

the Chase family for their assis-

tance.  

     The photos show the lion on 

the cliff and riding in the boat 

while sedated.  

Mountain lion rescued from cliff at Grayrocks Reservoir 

     Elk Mountain Game Warden 

Ryan Kenneda, Saratoga Wildlife 

Biologist Will Schultz and Laramie 

Game Warden Dylan Bergman 

immobilized a cow and calf 

moose in the town of Elk Moun-

tain in early October to move 

them further from humans. 

     The cow moose frequented the 

town over the past several years, 

but recently began showing ag-

gressive behavior. The cow 

charged several people, de-

stroyed a fence to get at a dog, 

and had several confrontations 

with other dogs. The calf was  

born in town and also showed 

little fear of humans.  

      Warden Kenneda determined 

that it would be better for every-

one if the moose were moved to a 

more secluded location. The two 

moose were immobilized and 

moved to a location where there 

are fewer people. 

Cow and calf moose moved from Town of Elk Mountain 
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A young hunter with her first mule deer. 

Rett Cotterman with a dandy white-tailed deer. 

Mark Vance with a nice Area 15 mule deer. 

Disabled veteran Jeremy LePage (right) with an Area 7 bull elk.  

A young hunter with her first pronghorn 
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      Tasha Bauman, forensic analyst for the Game and Fish Wildlife Forensic and Fish Health 

Lab, is the 2017 recipient of the American Fisheries and Wildlife Association (AFWA) Mark J. 

Reeff Memorial Award.  

      The award recognizes distinguished young wildlife management professionals, under the 

age of 35, for their outstanding service in the conservation of fish and wildlife resources and 

for creatively overcoming challenges.  

      “Tasha’s selfless contribution to the world of wildlife forensics makes her a highly re-

spected member of this tight-knit group of scientists as well as the law enforcement com-

munity. She is a team player who cares about the advancement of the science. ‘Above and 

beyond’ is something she does every day of the week,” said Dee Dee Hawk, Game and Fish 

laboratory supervisor.  

     Bauman is a leader in the international field of wildlife forensics, and currently serves as 

the vice-president of the Society for Wildlife Forensic Science. She is also one of less than 

30 scientists in the world who are “Certified Wildlife Forensic Scientists.” She is one of a 

handful of wildlife forensic scientists chosen by National Institute of Standards and Technol-

ogy to serve on the new Organization of Scientific Area Committees Federal task force for 

forensics and is a member of the subcommittee on wildlife forensics. 

Wildlife forensics analyst awarded for outstanding work 

     Elk Mountain Game Warden Ryan Kenneda assisted with a Hunting with 

Heroes elk hunt in October.  

     Two hunters harvested bull elk on Elk Mountain within two days of arriving. 

The hunters really appreciated the Elk Mountain Ranch, the Elk Mountain 

cabins and all the people who came together to make their hunts possible. 

 Hunting With Heroes is a non-profit organization that helps disabled veterans 

enjoy Wyoming’s outdoors through hosted big game hunting programs.  

     The Wyoming Game and Fish Department welcomes Fisheries Biologist Chance Kirkeeng 

to the Laramie Region. Kirkeeng replaces Lee McDonald, who retired in August. 

     Kirkeeng is a Wyoming native and has lived in Rawlins, Casper and Buffalo. He attended 

Buffalo High School and began his college career at Northwest College in Powell. He gradu-

ated from the University of Wyoming in 2013 with a bachelor’s degree in Wildlife and Fisher-

ies Management, and earned a master’s degree at South Dakota State University in 2017.   

     Kirkeeng knew since eighth grade that he wanted to work for the Game and Fish Depart-

ment. His first position with the department was as a fisheries technician in Sheridan during 

the summers of 2011, 2012 and 2013. He then worked as a seasonal employee on the 

statewide Aquatic Assessment Crew.  He was hired full time as a fisheries biologist in Lara-

mie in August 2017. In this position, he will help manage all the waters in southeast Wyo-

ming for both sport and native fish species.  

    “There are a lot of exceptional fisheries in the Laramie Region and I’m looking forward to 

working with the other Laramie fisheries biologists to manage them and continue providing 

great resources to the public.” he said.  

      Kirkeeng and his wife, Kirstie, live in Laramie with their new baby daughter, Breigha.  

 

The Laramie Region welcomes new fisheries biologist 

Disabled hunters harvest elk  
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If you’ve been to the John and Annie Woodhouse Recreation and Wildlife Habitat Area near Cheyenne recently, you’ve probably noticed the 

Lower North Crow Reservoir water level is low. Don’t worry, it’s only temporary. The City of Cheyenne Board of Public Utilities is removing 

14,000-cubic yards of sediment in the reservoir. Over the years, silt and sediment have accumulated in Lower North Crow Reservoir, de-

creasing the water diversion capacity. The silt removal project will restore water diversion capacity for the city and assist the Wyoming 

Game and Fish Department by improving aquatic habitat, reducing the sucker population and allowing for the installation of a fishing pier 

for people with disabilities. The silt removal project will continue through December. Fish stocking will resume in 2018. 

 

Silt removal at Lower North Crow Reservoir 

Surveying fish populations at Wheatland Reservoir #3 

     Laramie 

Region fish 

biologists con-

ducted annual 

fall sampling at 

Wheatland Res-

ervoir #3 to 

monitor the 

status of trout 

and walleye 

populations. 

     Rainbow 

trout and wall-

eye numbers 

were high. Aver-

age rainbow 

trout size was 

18 inches, and 

the maximum size was 25 inches. Average walleye size was 16 inches, and the maximum size was 26 inches. Both species were in good 

condition overall.  

     The crew also examined stomachs of game fish that died in nets and found primarily invertebrates in trout and small fish in walleye. The 

fish that could still be identified appeared to be mostly small walleye and native darters.  

     Based on the survey of the reservoir, our biologists are optimistic that the future looks bright for both walleye and trout fishing at Wheat-

land Reservoir #3.  
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     Elk Mountain Game Warden Ryan 

Kenneda wrapped up a case that took 

place in winter of 2016 in which several 

deer were taken out of season.  

      The investigation began as a burglary 

case, but soon became a wildlife viola-

tion. Warden Kenneda worked with the 

Hanna Marshall’s office to obtain a 

search warrant for the residence.         

       The wildlife violations were settled 

out of court. The suspect pleaded guilty 

to two counts of taking deer out of sea-

son and was ordered to pay $5,040. His 

hunting, fishing and trapping privileges 

were suspended for 30 years. The sus-

pect is currently serving a prison sen-

tence for the burglary charge. 

     Saratoga Game Warden Biff Burton encountered 

these bighorn sheep rams on Oct. 22 along the 

Wyoming Game and Fish Department’s access road 

to the Encampment River.   

     The herd of approximately 40 bighorn sheep can 

sometimes be spotted between Highway 70 and 

the Encampment River Canyon.   

     A research project to monitor the health, move-

ments and population dynamics of this herd will 

begin this month. People in the Encampment area 

may notice a helicopter in flight and additional 

Game and Fish Department vehicles in the area. 

 

     Saratoga Game Warden Biff Burton received a call about a poached mule 

deer on Oct. 22, a week after deer season closed in Hunt Area 81. The deer 

carcass was located 100 yards from a road in the Soldier Creek area above 

Encampment. The deer appeared to have been shot several days earlier and 

the antlers were removed. Game Warden Burton encourages anyone with in-

formation about this or any wildlife violation to contact the Stop Poaching Hot-

line at 1-877-943-3847. 

Poaching case and string of burglaries finally solved 

WGFD seeking info on poaching  

Bighorn sheep study kicks off this month 
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     The south meadow on the Pennock Wildlife Habitat Management 

Area (WHMA) and the pasture meadow on the Wick WHMA were 

disked and seeded to promote new growth during the spring for irri-

gation season.  

     These meadows haven’t been worked or planted in a long time, 

so they were first disked with a twelve foot offset disk to cut through 

the existing grasses and turn the soil over. Then they were planted in 

the opposite direction of the disking with a Truax no-till grain drill 

which also breaks up the soil and then plants and covers the seed 

over at the same time. This method will help with re-growth of the 

grasses and forbs that were already present in the meadows and 

give the newly planted seeds their best chance of success.  

     A seed mix of approximately 71 percent grasses and 29 percent 

forbs/legumes was used in the meadows, with the intention of im-

proving the available forage for wildlife. Improved forage should 

bring more wildlife to the areas throughout the year, which will im-

prove wildlife viewing and hunting opportunities for the public.  

Photo by Mark Worth.  

     Students at Central High School in Cheyenne learned about mule deer during an education day with the Game and Fish Department. 

The school and the Game and Fish Department teamed up with the Laramie County Conservation District to teach the students about vege-

tation, soils, stream flows, mule deer adaptations, mule deer capture, and the use of radio collars and other technology used in tracking 

wildlife. In the photos above, Conservation Education Coordinator Ashley Leonard teaches the students about tracking deer with radio te-

lemetry equipment. At right, Wildlife Biologist Bryan Lamont explains how drop nets are used to capture deer to fit them with GPS and radio 

collars. Photos by Lee Knox.  

Central High School students learn about mule deer  

     Construction of the Riverside Phase I project on the Encampment River 

wrapped up for the year in October to avoid disturbance to brown trout spawning.    

     The lower portion of the project was not completed this year due to trout 

spawning and some material and design updates.  

      The remaining portion of Riverside Phase I is anticipated to be completed in 

fall 2018 as part of the Riverside Phase II restoration.   

Disking and seeding at Wick and Pennock WHMAs   

River work ends for season 



     Non-game biologists Laura Beard and Jesse Boulerice worked with Bureau of Land Management personnel to check Cave Creek Cave and 

lock the gate for the seasonal winter closure. Cave Creek Cave is located in the Shirley Mountains in Carbon County. The cave is an impor-

tant hibernacula for several species of bats, including Townsend’s big eared bats and several species of myotis. Twenty three bats were al-

ready present in the cave, all from the myotis genus. The gate and sign installation and yearly closures are a joint agency effort to keep the 

hibernating bats from being disturbed during a vulnerable time in their lifecycle. 

Cave provides winter home for hibernating bats 
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Wyoming Game and Fish Dept. 

Laramie Region Office  

528 S. Adams St.  

Laramie, WY 82070 

(307) 745-4046 

Ringtail trapped in a local Cheyenne business 
     Cheyenne Wildlife Biologist Grant Frost trapped a ringtail at a local 

Cheyenne business where it had been spotted several times over the 

past couple months.  

     Ringtails are related to raccoons. They are most commonly found in 

the southwest United States and are considered quite rare in Wyo-

ming, which falls within the northernmost boundary of their range. 

Ringtails have only been documented a few times in the extreme 

southern part of Wyoming. It is unclear how this ringtail found its way 

into the business and where it originally came from.  

     Due to their nocturnal nature, these solitary animals are seldom 

seen by humans. They prefer rocky areas with fresh running water. 

Ringtails are omnivores and will eat just about anything including birds 

and bird eggs, mice, insects, fruits, berries, lizards and snakes.  

     Biologists with the Wyoming Game and Fish Department worked 

with Colorado Parks and Wildlife to release the ringtail into suitable 

habitat in Colorado. 


