
                                                       “Conserving Wildlife - Serving People” 

July 22— Wildlife Clue: Using Foren-

sics to Solve Wildlife Mysteries, 9 

a.m. at the University of Wyoming 

Berry Biodiversity Conservation Cen-

ter, located at the intersection of E. 

Lewis Street and 10th Street in Lara-

mie. RSVP to Robin Kepple at (307) 

777-4523 or robin.kepple@wyo.gov.  

July 26—Photography workshop, 2-4 

p.m. at the Laramie Game and Fish 

office, 528 S. Adams. RSVP to Erin 

Bormett at erin.bormett@wyo.gov. 

July 29—Fish health demonstrations 

at Lake Hattie beginning at 10 a.m. 

Learn what the Game and Fish Wild-

life Forensic and Fish Health Lab 

does to keep Wyoming’s fish healthy.  

WHAT’S GOING ON? 

JULY 2017 
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Newsletter 

    Construction continues on the new Game and Fish Laramie Regional Office and lab. The building 

is located at the corner of South Adams and Venture Drive.       

     The new building will provide a home for the Game and Fish Wildlife Forensic and Fish Health 

Lab, currently housed on the UW campus, as well as offices and work space for Laramie Region 

personnel.   

      The lab will serve the public by providing unbiased information to wildlife law enforcement, safe-

guarding the health of Wyoming’s 

fish, and developing information 

that is used in the wise manage-

ment of Wyoming’s big game 

herds. A conference room will 

give the Laramie Region space to 

hold public meetings, hunter edu-

cation courses and Wyoming 

Game and Fish Commission 

meetings.  

      The building will be open by 

summer of 2018.  

Construction progress 

Hunter Education classes  

Hunter education classes begin on 

the following dates in the Laramie 

Region:   

August 25—Torrington 

 

Internet Field Days 

August 27—Torrington 

 

 

Register online at 

wgfd.wyo.gov. 

mailto:erin.bormett@wyo.gov
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      Wildlife forensics. It sounds exotic, doesn’t it? But did you 

know the Wyoming Game and Fish Department practices 

wildlife forensics every day in Laramie? To help you learn 

more about this valuable resource, plan to attend the upcom-

ing event “Wildlife Clue: Using Forensics to Solve Wildlife 

Mysteries.” 

     This free event will begin at 9 a.m. on Saturday, July 22, at 

the University of Wyoming Berry Biodiversity Conservation 

Center, located at the intersection of E. Lewis Street and 

10th Street in Laramie. The event will begin with a presenta-

tion about the Wildlife Forensics and Fish Health lab, and 

then move into the game.  

     During the game, you will serve as the game piece as you 

roll the giant dice and move around the course learning what 

the forensics lab staff does and how they get results to solve 

wildlife mysteries. The game will be limited to 25 people who must 

pre-register, but the lecture (beginning at 9 a.m.) is open to everyone 

with no registration necessary.  

     To participate in the game, please RSVP to Robin Kepple at 

robin.kepple@wyo.gov or (307) 777-4523. Children are welcome to 

attend. Although some of the lecture content may be difficult for 

them to understand, they will likely find the game enjoyable.  

      The Wyoming Game and Fish Wildlife Forensic and Fish Health 

Laboratory enhances and protects Wyoming’s fish and wildlife re-

sources by providing the department, wildlife organizations and the 

public with laboratory support in the area of wildlife forensics, fish 

health and wildlife tooth aging.  

Public invited to play wildlife forensics game 

 

     Wheatland Game Warden David Ellsworth and 

Torrington Game Warden Rob Hipp teamed up to 

remove a wandering moose from the LaGrange 

area.  

     With the help of deputies from the Goshen 

County Sheriff’s Department and several local 

residents, the moose was successfully darted and 

loaded into a horse trailer. Local residents also 

supplied a hose and water to cool the moose off 

prior to transport.  

      The moose was transported to the Pole Moun-

tain area where it was successfully released. It’s 

not uncommon for moose to wander onto Wyo-

ming’s eastern plains by following streambeds 

down from the mountains.  

Wandering moose finds it way to LaGrange 

mailto:robin.kepple@wyo.gov
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Free photography workshop in Laramie 

      Would you like to learn how to take better photographs of wildlife? If so, join the Wyoming Game and 

Fish Department for a free photography workshop in Laramie on July 26. 

     Erin Bormett, photography intern with the Game and Fish Department, said participants will learn how 

to create a good photograph by focusing on composition and subject matter. The two-hour-long session 

will include an indoor presentation and the opportunity for you to shoot photos under Erin’s guidance. 

After the workshop you will be prepared to take stunning photos of Wyoming’s wild animals and wild 

places.  

     The workshop will be from 2-4 p.m. at the Laramie Game and Fish office located at 528 South Adams 

Street. Participants should bring a camera and RSVP to Erin Bormett at erin.bormett@wyo.gov. 

     Regional Access Coordinators 

across the state, as well as GIS 

Analyst Denise Jensen and Web-

master Chris Botkins, have been 

making updates to the Access 

Yes web pages.      

     Besides making the usual 

changes to the access areas, 

such as adding the new Chero-

kee Park and FE Warren Hunter 

Management Areas and remov-

ing the Bell Otte Ranch HMA, the 

website itself has been re-

vamped. All Walk-In and Hunter Management Areas now have interactive maps, and tools are available to help filter by hunt program.  

     GeoPDF maps are again being loaded with each access area to continue the opportunity for hunters to navigate access areas in real-

time with their own GPS-enabled smart phone. In the near future, additional data will be loaded to enhance the ability to load access area 

information into other mapping software, such as Google Earth. Storage of the department's mapping data has been updated to allow for 

automation of some simple processes and will greatly reduce the number of times data must be entered by hand. This should allow for 

shorter editing periods and less time with the website inactivated each spring.  

     Laramie Region Aquatic Habitat Biologist Chris-

tina Barrineau, Trout Unlimited’s North Platte Pro-

ject Manager Jeff Streeter, and Bureau of Land 

Management Hydrologist Kelly Owens were awarded 

Cooperators of the Year by the Saratoga Encamp-

ment Rawlins Conservation District Board.   

     Along with district employees, the three have 

developed into a solid team working on river restora-

tion, riparian habitat enhancement and fish passage 

projects throughout the Upper North Platte River 

watershed. Congratulations, Kelly, Jeff and Chris-

tina!  

 

Access Yes webpage gets a facelift 

Team wins award 

for cooperation 



Laramie Wildlife Biologist Lee Knox and Cheyenne Game Warden Mitch Renteria conducted lamb surveys in the Douglas Creek herd. They 

found a nursery group consisting of 7 ewes and 8 lambs that were separated from the main herd. On the drive they saw another 6 ewes 

and 6 lambs on Boat Ceek. Totals were 28 ewes, 14 lambs and 8 rams, half of which were yearlings. Wheatland Wildlife Biologist Martin 

Hicks spent time on bighorn sheep surveys in June. He says there appears to be a healthy lamb crop in Hunt Area 19. Photos by Lee Knox.  

Bighorn sheep herds are looking good 

     The Laramie Region followed Goshen County in implementing a partial fire ban 

on July 5 on Wyoming Game and Fish Commission-owned lands within Goshen  

County. 

      Under a partial ban, it is permissible to have contained campfires and grills 

with proper means to extinguish fire on site. Welding, using a cutting torch and 

smoking must be done in a cleared area of at least 10 feet in radius. The affected 

areas include Springer, Table Mountain and Rawhide Wildlife Habitat Management 

Areas, as well as Packers Lake and North Platte River Public Access Areas.  

      On August 1, 2017, the fire ban will become a full ban. Prohibited acts for a full 

fire ban on Game and Fish Commission-owned lands include the follow-

ing: building, maintaining, attending or using a fire, campfire, charcoal grill, coal or 

wood burning stove; smoking, except within an enclosed vehicle or building, in a 

developed recreation site with at least a ten-foot radius. The fire danger will be 

monitored on a weekly basis and the ban will be lifted when conditions improve. 

For more information on the fire ban on Wyoming Game and Fish Commission-

owned lands, contact the Laramie Region Game and Fish Office at (307) 745-

4046. 

Partial fire ban on WGFD lands in Goshen County 
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     There were several fishing tournaments at Grayrocks in June and fishermen reported high catch rates. Several walleye were reported in 

the 5-pound range, as well as multiple fish in the 7-pound range. Walleye photo by David Ellsworth. The Laramie Region fish management 

crew sampled Grayrocks Reservoir to assess the Smallmouth Bass population and to transplant Gizzard Shad to Wheatland Reservoir #1. 

Smallmouth Bass continue to be abundant and provide bank and boat anglers a species to catch almost any time of the day.  Sixty-two shad 

were transplanted, with the goal of improving Walleye body condition.   

     The Laramie Region Fisheries Management crew 

completed a mark/recapture trout estimate on the En-

campment River at the Baggot Rocks area.   

     The Encampment River continues to support an im-

pressive abundance of quality sized Rainbow and 

Brown Trout. The largest caught during the estimate 

was 25.9 inches and 7.4 pounds.  

     Thanks to Jeff Streeter of Trout Unlimited and Sara-

toga Game Warden Biff Burton for their assistance. 

Fishing at Grayrocks 

Encampment trout 
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Local children enjoy Camp Wild  

By Christopher Oertle      

Conservation Education Coordinator Ashley An-

dersen and her team traveled to Curt Gowdy 

State Park to host Camp Wild for more than 30 

children from the greater Cheyenne and Laramie 

region.   

     Camp Wild is an outreach program that 

teaches 5th and 6th graders the importance of 

conservation and their responsibility as future 

anglers and hunters.  

     On the first two days of camp, the children 

learned how the Wyoming Game and Fish Depart-

ment manages fish and wildlife through interac-

tive lesson plans. They also participated in citizen 

science activities that demonstrated how to be  

involved in conserving the areas they love, even 

at a young age. On the final day the children went 

fishing and learned how to use archery equip-

ment.   

Photo above, the children play the Name Game on the first day of camp.  

At left, the children look for macro invertebrates pulled from Crystal Reser-

voir on Day 2 of camp. Benthic macro invertebrates are organisms that live 

underwater in our streams and rivers, lack a backbone, and can be seen 

by the naked eye. Photos below, the campers also learned the fundamen-

tals of fishing, archery, identifying skulls and much more throughout the 

three-day camp. Photos by Erin Bormett.  
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     While checking shore 

fisherman at Glendo Res-

ervoir, Medicine Bow 

Game Warden Jordan 

Winter  spotted this dead 

Western Grebe lying on 

shore.  

     Apparently the bird  

died while trying to swal-

low a small walleye, 

which became stuck in 

its mouth.  

     Western Grebes breed 

in lakes and ponds 

across the American 

West. They winter mainly 

off the Pacific Coast. The 

birds have  a dramatic, 

choreographed courtship 

display, in which the 

birds rush across the 

water with their long 

necks extended.  

Elk Mountain Game Warden Ryan Kenneda received a call about 

a fawn on I-80 near Walcott. Warden Kenneda found the fawn 

and helped it across the highway fence where it was able to re-

unite with the doe.  

     Elk Mountain Game Warden Ryan Kenneda helped coordinate 

and conduct the tri-region custody and control, firearms and simun-

tion training for the Laramie, Lander and Green River regions.   

     The first day of training included custody and control training, 

isolation drills to include simunition gear, and a guest speaker from 

the Memorial Hospital of Carbon County.  

     The second day was a long, hot day of training and participants 

teamed up into three groups to rotate between simunition based 

scenarios. These included a boating under the influence scenario, 

a camp check that turns violent, live fire drills to clear malfunc-

tions, and a practical application for medical based training.  

     . 

Regions team up for law enforcement training 

An unfortunate grebe 

Fawn survives I-80 jaunt 



    An auto gate at the Glendo Public Access Area is intended 

for fire crew access only and stays closed to the public year 

round. The gate was inoperable and required replacement.  

     The Laramie Region Habitat and Access crew installed a 

new heavy duty A-frame gate with drill stem pipe to with-

stand abuse.   

     The old gate blocked public foot access for recreation, so 

the new gate was relocated and a foot path was created 

using boulders to assist with public access. Photo by Jacob 

Sorensen.  

     Six auto gates were installed for better user compliance 

throughout the Grizzly Wildlife Habitat Management Area.    

     A cattle guard was installed by the patrol cabin to minimize 

maintenance and eliminate the possibility of cattle entering the 

area due to the gate being left open.   

     A washed out culvert was repaired in Littlefield Canyon, which 

is also located within the Grizzly WHMA.  These improvements 

will assist the public with accessing and navigating the property. 

Photo by Mark Cufaude. 

     The Laramie Region Habitat and Access crew spent much of 

June completing irrigation work and preparing for the summer 

haying project at the Wick/Beumee Wildlife Habitat Management 

Area. 

     Last year was the first year haying the Wick meadows since 

2009, and approximately 350 acres of hay will be harvested 

during 2017.  Currently, the cutting of hay is rotational on an 

annual basis to improve meadow health and provide better for-

age for wintering wildlife. Photo by Mark Worth.  

Irrigation and haying  

Repairs at Grizzly WHMA 

Glendo gate repaired 
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Wyoming Game and Fish Department 

Laramie Region Office  

528 S. Adams Street  

Laramie, WY 82070 

(307) 745-4046 

 

     Saratoga Game Warden Biff Burton reports that a Saratoga resident 

thought she was doing a good deed by rescuing what she believed was an 

abandoned pronghorn fawn from a road in the Jack Creek area.   

     However, as pronghorn mothers typically keep their distance from their 

fawns to avoid attracting attention to them. Once removed from the wild, it 

can be quite difficult to reunite a young animal with its mother. This young 

buck fawn was saved by a request for pronghorn fawns from a Minnesota zoo. 

     Warden Burton reminds residents that it is illegal to possess big game 

animals and many other species in Wyoming. If you find a young wild animal it 

is always best to leave it alone unless you are certain its mother will not re-

turn. In such a case, contact the nearest Game and Fish Department office or 

your local game warden.  

     While working at Glendo Reservoir, Game Wardens 

Dylan Bergman and Jordan Winter spotted this prairie 

rattlesnake swimming in the water.  

     Warden Winter said it was difficult to get a close-up 

photo because the snake kept trying to enter the boat. 

Fortunately, the snake went about its way.  

     The prairie rattlesnake is an accomplished swimmer 

and it is not uncommon to find them swimming across 

small waterways or in large reservoirs throughout Wyo-

ming.  

Picking up fawns is wrong  

Wildlife observation 
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Curious hummingbird 
     A male Broad-tailed hummingbird checks out the taillight on a truck in 

the Pole Mountain area of the Medicine Bow National Forest. Humming-

birds are often attracted to anything colored red.   

     According to the National Audubon Society, a hummingbird’s sense of 

color is due to the dense concentration of cones in its retina. The cones 

themselves contain pigments and oil droplets in shades of yellow to red, 

which seem to act like filters. The filters appear to heighten color sensi-

tivity in the red to yellow range, while muting colors such as blue. Photo 

by Robin Kepple. 


