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May 20—Living in Large Carnivore Coun-

try workshop 10 a.m. at the Elk Moun-

tain Fire Station, 255 Highway 72 in Elk 

Mountain. More info at (307) 262-0229.  

May 24 - Public meeting on damage 

claims, mountain lion hunting seasons, 

Aquatic Invasive Species and wolf man-

agement. 6 p.m. at the Laramie Game & 

Fish office, 528 S. Adams St. More info 

at wgfd.wyo.gov. 

WHAT’S GOING ON? 

Hunter Education Classes  

Upcoming hunter education classes 

begin on the following dates in the 

Laramie Region:   

Internet Field Days 

June 9—5:30 p.m., Laramie 

July 7—5:30 p.m., Laramie 

Register online at wgfd.wyo.gov 

Classes posted online will not be 

available for enrollment until 30 

days prior to the first listed day of 

the class.  

Channel catfish stocked in Sloans Lake 

     Fish biologists stocked 2,500 

channel catfish in Sloans Lake in 

Cheyenne in early May.  

     The Game and Fish Department 

traded 24,000 rainbow trout with 

the State of Arkansas and received 

70,000 catfish in return. The cat-

fish were stocked in 20 lakes 

across the state. Biologists sorted 

through them to ensure no un-

wanted species were mixed in. The 

6-inch catfish will grow about an 

inch a month during the summer. 

Photos by Justin Joiner.  
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     Research, mentorship, teaching and management all contributed to Laramie 

resident Bill Hepworth being inducted to the Pronghorn Hall of Fame. 

      Hepworth’s noteworthy involvement with Wyoming’s trademark big game ani-

mal stems from his 38 year career with the Wyoming Game and Fish Department 

and serving as an adjunct professor at the University of Wyoming. 

     “Bill’s really the ‘Dean of Pronghorn’ in Wyoming,” says Rich Guenzel, retired 

Game and Fish wildlife biologist. “From his contributions to many pronghorn re-

search projects to helping solve handling and rearing pronghorn in captivity for 

research, Bill has an impressive and extensive pronghorn resume.” 

     Hepworth started his Game and Fish career in 1956 as a fish biologist, then 

served the bulk of his career directing the Game and Fish Laboratory. From 1987 

to his retirement in January 1995, he served as the wildlife management coordi-

nator for southeast Wyoming. 

     In the nomination letter, Guenzel cited Hepworth for conducting several major 

pronghorn research projects in the Red Desert in the 1960s and 1970s that “are 

considered classic studies . . . and provide a baseline for current and future re-

search in the state.” Hepworth coauthored the department’s technical bulletin, 

Abundance, Distribution and Food Habits of the Pronghorn, with Chuck Sund-

strom and Ken Diem in 1973, which is still widely cited. 

     Hepworth was a major consultant to the seminal book about the species: Prong-

horn Ecology and Management by Bart O’Gara and Jim Yoakum – the first two 

inductees into the hall of fame. 

     “This was quite an unexpected honor,” Hepworth said on March 2. “But there’s 

a lot of other people in Wyoming that also should be recognized for their prong-

horn efforts over the years.” At the top of that list, he says, are Sundstrom and 

Elroy Taylor, whom he teamed with on the Red Desert studies.  

     Hepworth helped many UW wildlife graduate students by providing mentoring 

and constructive editing, and helped instruct two undergraduate wildlife manage-

ment classes at the college. 

     Hepworth is a native of Afton and earned his college degrees from UW: a bachelor’s in wildlife management and a master’s researching 

the ecology of two distinct brook trout populations in the Snowy Range. He has been an official Boone and Crockett Club records program 

scorer since 1962 and continues to actively score big game and trophy game at 85 years of age.  

     Since the Western States and Provinces Pronghorn Workshop established the hall of fame in 2002, Hepworth is only the seventh induc-

tee. Guenzel is also a member of the hall of fame, being inducted in 2010. He was cited for pioneering pronghorn aerial survey techniques. 

Article by Jeff Obrecht. 

Laramie resident inducted into Pronghorn Hall of Fame 
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     Game Warden Jason Sherwood discovered a 

spate of illegal behavior on a Hunter Manage-

ment Area south of Laramie recently. 

     Three vehicles were traveling off road and 

another was being driven on a closed road. All 

occupants in the vehicles were trespassing and a 

few attempted to take wildlife without first taking 

a hunter education class.  

     More than $1,400 in citations were issued. 

Prairie dog shooters must remember to ask per-

mission to hunt or ensure they are on public 

lands.  

     It is illegal to shoot any wildlife from a motor-

ized vehicle (except species legally defined as 

predators) and it is illegal to shoot from an im-

proved public roadway.  

 

Off-road and trespass violations lead to $1,400 in fines 

     In the next several weeks, wildlife throughout Wyoming will bear their 

young. The Wyoming Game and Fish Department urges people who find 

young animals this spring to leave these wildlife newborns alone. 

     Most mammal mothers hide their young and return to them periodically to 

nurse. People finding these young mammals often assume these newborns 

have been abandoned, but this is almost never the case. The mother knows 

where her young are, and will return to care for them. 

     Young birds will sometimes fall out or get pushed out of their nests before 

they are able to fly. The mother bird will care for the young bird while it is on 

the ground, bringing food and protecting the youngster while it is in this vul-

nerable situation. 

     Getting too close to some newborn wildlife can be very dangerous. A 

mother bear or moose will display very aggressive behavior when humans get 

close to their young. It is a good idea to leave an area immediately if you en-

counter an aggressive wildlife mother with her young.  

     “The best option for people who come across newborn wildlife is to leave 

the animal alone,” said Robin Kepple, information specialist in the Laramie 

Region. “In most cases the mother is nearby and she knows exactly where 

her offspring are.”  

     State and federal laws forbid possession of game and many nongame animals, so adopting newborn wildlife is illegal. Citations can be 

issued for possession of newborn wildlife with the possible penalty of up to a $1,000 fine. 

     If children bring home a wild “orphan,” immediately return it to the exact spot it was found. In the rare instance when a fawn or other 

newborn is found and the mother is known to be dead, contact the nearest game warden, biologist or Game and Fish Regional Office. Do 

not attempt to capture these animals yourself.  

Leave newborn wildlife alone this spring 

This fledgling American robin is still learning to fly. Its parents are nearby and 

will continue to feed and protect the young chick. Photo by Greg Johnson 
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      Would you know what to do if you suddenly encountered a wolf or 

grizzly bear while hunting, if a black bear entered your camp looking for 

food, or if you were surprised by a mountain lion during a backpacking 

trip?   

     If you’re not sure how to react in these situations, plan to attend the 

Wyoming Game and Fish Department’s “Living in Large Carnivore Coun-

try” seminar. The purpose of the seminar is to increase awareness and 

understanding of bears, mountain lions and wolves by providing partici-

pants with information and tools they can use to prevent conflicts and 

avoid potentially dangerous encounters. Information will be presented on 

large carnivore behavior and biology, life history, proper food storage, 

what to do in an encounter situation and the proper use of pepper spray.  

      The seminar will be held at 10 a.m. Saturday, May 20 at the Elk 

Mountain Fire Department, 155 Highway 72. The seminar is free and 

open to people of all ages. For more information, contact Robin Kepple 

at (307) 262-0229 or robin.kepple@wyo.gov. 

Learn to live with large carnivores at Elk Mountain workshop  

Education continues to be a priority throughout the 

Laramie Region. In the photo above, tooth aging spe-

cialist Miranda Strand shows a young boy how to age 

an elk tooth during the Conservation Expo in Laramie. 

Fish biologist Bobby Compton (photo at top right) 

teaches children about native fish species during the 

Ag Expo in Torrington, and Ashley Andersen (photo at 

right) teaches a man the proper way to count the rings 

on a bighorn sheep’s horns during the Spring Explora-

tion event in Laramie. Photos by Robin Kepple.  

Learning about wildlife 

mailto:robin.kepple@wyo.gov
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The Laramie Habitat and Access Crew installed three cattle 

guards at Saratoga Lake Public Access Area to minimize main-

tenance efforts and eliminate the possibility of trespassing 

cattle due to gates being left open. Photo by Mark Cufaude. 

Vent covers were installed on comfort station outhouse stacks on Wild-

life Habitat Management Areas and Public Access Areas in the Laramie 

Region. Cavity nesters, animals that prefer dark narrow spaces to nest 

and roost, become entrapped in vertical open pipes such as ventilation 

pipes. The Teton Raptor Center in Jackson Hole has implemented this 

project to prevent cavity nesting wildlife from nesting in vaulted comfort 

stations. Photo by Jacob Sorenson.  

The Laramie Habitat and Access crew made several upgrades to the Diamond Lake Public Access Area including new public land informa-

tional signs at both parking areas, guide signs from county roads, shoreline easement signs, snow fence repairs and access road and park-

ing area maintenance. Diamond Lake is located approximately 40 miles northwest of Laramie and was once again stocked with trout in 

2016 after several years of being dry. Laramie fish biologists said the lake has been fishing well in recent weeks. Photos by Micah Morris.  

Diamond Lake PAA sign installation 

New cattle guards  Keeping wildlife safe 

     The Wyoming Game and Fish Department is holding public meetings across the state and has opened a comment period to gather public 

input on proposed wildlife damage claims, mountain lion hunting seasons, aquatic invasive species and wolf management regulations.  

     All interested parties are encouraged to attend the Laramie meeting at 6 p.m. Tuesday, May 24, at the Game and Fish office, 528 S. Ad-

ams Street. Written comments will be accepted through 5 p.m. June 12, through the online comment form or by mail to: Wyoming Game and 

Fish Department, Regulations, 3030 Energy Lane, Casper, WY 82604. 

     Copies of the proposed regulations are available on the Game and Fish website and at the address above in accordance with Chapter 1 

Regulation Governing Access to Public Records. Written comments shall be presented to the Game and Fish Commission prior to the public 

hearing at their July 18-20 meeting in Afton at the Afton-Lincoln County Civic Center. 

Public meeting to address proposed regulation changes 

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Get-Involved/Public-Meetings


Western tanager 
     May is the perfect month to look for birds in Wyoming. Many species return to the 

state to raise their young, while others are just passing through to nesting grounds 

further north. They bring beautiful songs and vibrant colors back to the landscape 

after a long Wyoming winter. More than 300 species of birds can be found in Wyo-

ming during the spring and summer. 

     If you are interested in joining other bird watchers, get connected at the Cheyenne 

High Plains Audubon website at https://cheyenneaudubon.wordpress.com/ or at the 

Laramie Audubon website at http://laramieaudubon.blogspot.com/. 

     The Cheyenne Big Day Bird Count is Saturday, May 20. Meet at Lions Park at 6 

a.m. RSVP to Mark, (307) 287-4953. Photos by Greg Johnson and Robin Kepple 
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American goldfinch 

Red-headed woodpecker 

Loggerhead shrike 
Bullock’s  oriole 

White-crowned sparrow 

Let’s go bird watching! 

Western grebe 

Western kingbird 

House wren 

Mountain bluebird 
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By Lee McDonald  

     The Laramie Fisheries Management Crew 

completed spring surveys on most of the 

Laramie Plains Lakes during the month of 

April. None of the lakes experienced any 

winterkill issues this year. Nice sized fish are 

present in all the lakes and anglers are en-

joying great fishing. 

Diamond Lake – The return of this fishery is 

creating a huge amount of anticipation in 

the region. Water was added last summer 

and fish stocking resumed. The fish stocked 

last year have reached 14 inches and fish 

will continue to grow. Addition of more water 

is planned for this year. 

Alsop Lake – Rainbow trout and Cutthroat 

trout stocked in 2016 have reached nearly 

16 inches in length.  

Meeboer Lake – The expanded aeration 

system continues to perform well and the 

lake is entering the fifth year without a 

winterkill. Cutthroat trout and Rainbow trout 

are now stocked annually to provide a vari-

ety of species of fish for anglers. 

Twin Buttes Reservoir – Many of the Rain-

bow trout exceed 18 inches. Brown trout 

stocking has resumed and Bear River Cut-

throat trout stocking is planned for the fu-

ture. 

Gelatt Lake – Fish survived the winter at 

Gelatt Lake and a few fish from the previous 

year were captured in spring netting. Rain-

bow and cutthroat trout stocked in 2016 

have already grown to nearly 17 inches. 

Wheatland Reservoir # 3 – The reservoir 

started filling in 2009 and has become an 

important regional fishery. Catches of fish 

over 20 inches are common. Walleye 

catches are also common. 

Lake Hattie – Lake Hattie is one of the most 

diverse fisheries in Southeast Wyoming. 

Anglers enjoy catching Brown trout, Bear 

River cutthroat, Kokanee salmon, Yellow 

perch, Rainbow trout and even a few Brook 

trout. Fish stocking includes 80,000 Rain-

bow trout, 50,000 Kokanee, 20,000 Bear 

River cutthroat and 5,000 Brown trout. 

 

A nice rainbow trout from Twin Buttes Reservoir.  Photo by Lee McDonald 

Sampling fish at Diamond Lake. Photo by Lee McDonald 

Fish sampling in the Laramie Plains Lakes 
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     Spring brings new and amazing 

birds to the Shirley Basin. While con-

ducting Sage Grouse surveys, Medi-

cine Bow Game Warden Jordan Win-

ter spotted this amazing raptor 

(photo at right).   

     Ferruginous hawks are found in 

much of Wyoming’s landscape during 

the summer. This particular bird was 

looking over a prairie dog town, most 

likely waiting for lunch. Photo by Jor-

dan Winter. 

To assess damage on an alfalfa field caused by mule deer, cages are being 

used to prevent grazing on small plots of land. Biologists can then compare and 

measure grazed vegetation outside the cage to the ungrazed vegetation inside. 

Photo by Jordan Winter.   

Wyoming Game and Fish Dept. 

Laramie Region Office  

528 S. Adams St.  

Laramie, WY 82070 

(307) 745-4046 

  

wgfd.wyo.gov 

A small herd of mule deer paid a visit to the Medicine 

Bow Game Warden Station this spring. Photo by Jordan 

Winter.  

Town deer 

Hawk spot 

Grazing study 


