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March 20: Season Setting Meeting, 

Torrington: 6 p.m. Platte Valley Bank 

2201 Main Street 

March 21: Season Setting Meeting, 

Wheatland: 6 p.m. Platte County Library 

904 9th Street 

March 22: Season Setting Meeting  

Saratoga: 6 p.m. Town Hall, 110 E. 

Spring Ave. 

March 27: Season Setting Meeting  

Laramie: 6 p.m. UW Berry Biodiversity 

Conservation Center at the intersection 

of E. Lewis Street and 10th Street. 

March 28: Season Setting Meeting 

Cheyenne: 6 p.m. Game and Fish Head-

quarters, 5400 Bishop Blvd. A live, 

online forum will also be held. Partici-

pate at wgfd.wyo.gov/Regional-Offices/

Laramie-Region/Laramie-Region-Public-

Meeting. 

WHAT’S GOING ON? 

Hunter Education Classes  

Upcoming hunter education classes 

begin on the following dates in the 

Laramie Region:   

 

 

 

 

Register online at 

wgfd.wyo.gov. 

Monitoring winter conditions  

Photo by Jordan Winter 

    Biologists and wardens in 

the Laramie Region continue 

to monitor the impacts of 

winter conditions on big game 

animals in southeast Wyo-

ming.  

     In the Wheatland district, a 

late February snowstorm 

brought accumulations from 

12 inches in lower elevations 

to 3 feet in higher elevations.  

Fortunately, most big game 

animals were in good condi-

tion and the storm’s impacts 

were minimal. However, it is 

expected that there will be 

some mortality within prong-

horn and mule deer herds 

that were caught in higher 

elevations. 

     The Saratoga area received 

a reprieve from severe winter 

conditions in February. This 

allowed big game animals to 

find forage. Winter conditions 

returned during late February 

with snowfall accumulations 

of about seven inches in the 

Platte Valley. This adds to the 

stress big game must endure. 

    A break from the cold in the 

Medicine Bow area also 

proved valuable for antelope 

and deer.  

     To date, winter mortality 

appears to be about average 

across the Laramie Region.  

 

      

Above, mule deer take a break from the wind along Fox Creek 

Road. Photo by Bill Brinegar.  

March 24—Laramie 

April 3—Torrington    

April 5– Cheyenne 

April 10 — Hanna 

April 24 —Hanna 

http://wgfd.wyo.gov/Regional-Offices/Laramie-Region/Laramie-Region-Public-Meeting
http://wgfd.wyo.gov/Regional-Offices/Laramie-Region/Laramie-Region-Public-Meeting
http://wgfd.wyo.gov/Regional-Offices/Laramie-Region/Laramie-Region-Public-Meeting
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By Steve Gale 

     Fish biologists are expecting good catch rates for black 

crappie and walleye at Hawk Springs Reservoir in 2017, 

with spring being the best time for anglers to try their 

luck.  

     Hawk Springs Reservoir is a shallow 1,280 surface 

acre lowland reservoir with an average depth of 10 feet.  

Public access is through the Hawk Springs State Recrea-

tion Area, which has 24 camp sites, comfort stations and 

accommodations for trailers. A boat ramp and parking 

area are also available. The park is operated by Wyoming 

State Parks, the water storage is controlled by the Hawk 

Springs Conservation District and the fishery is managed 

by the Wyoming Game and Fish Department.   

     Hawk Springs Reservoir is managed primarily for black 

crappie, channel catfish and walleye. Anglers can also 

catch largemouth bass and yellow perch. Because natural 

reproduction is limited for walleye and channel catfish, 

the Game and Fish Department stocks about 40,000 (2-3 

inch) walleye and 2,500 (5-6 inch) channel catfish in the 

reservoir each year.  

     Walleye fishing usually picks up after ice-off in March 

and remains consistent through June. Crappie fishing 

picks up in May, and catfish can be caught at consistent 

rates throughout the year. General statewide daily creel 

and possession limits apply at Hawk Springs Reservoir, 

so consult the 2017 Wyoming Fishing Regulations for any 

additional information. 

     Game and Fish personnel conducted angler interviews 

from May to June of 2016. Sixty-four percent of anglers 

fishing from boats in May were targeting walleye, and 26 

percent were after black crappie. They reported catching 

217 black crappie, 46 largemouth bass, and 94 walleye. 

In general, anglers caught two black crappie and one 

walleye for every hour fished in May. 

     Twenty-nine boat anglers were interviewed in June, 

with more anglers targeting walleye in June (93 percent) 

than in May. The number of black crappie, largemouth 

bass, and walleye caught in June was lower than in May, 

but anglers still caught at least one game fish for every 

hour fished in June.  

     In addition to angler interviews, the reservoir is sampled every September using a variety of nets to assess general abundance of game 

fish species and to evaluate length, weight and overall fish condition. This information helps fish biologists adjust stocking rates or fishing 

regulations if needed. The average length of walleye was 16.3 inches with 22 percent of those captured exceeding 20 inches. The average 

size of black crappie was 9.3 inches and 50 percent of those captured were 10 inches or greater. Both small and adult gizzard shad were 

captured, indicating a healthy forage base for game fish species, which was reflected in the healthy appearance of all game fish. The largest 

game fish captured was a 27 inch, 7.1 pound walleye.   

Hawk Springs Reservoir won’t disappoint 

Photo by Justin Joiner 

Photo by Steve Gale 
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By Lee McDonald      

     When times are good at Wheatland Reservoir #3 they are 

very good. This reservoir suffered from very low water levels 

during the recent drought, but adequate precipitation in recent 

years has kept water at beneficial levels for fish.  

     When full, Wheatland #3 is the largest reservoir in the Lara-

mie Region at over 4,700 surface acres. It has a maximum 

depth of 50 feet and an average depth of 15 feet. Access to 

private lands owned by the Wheatland Irrigation District around 

the lake is provided through an agreement with the Wyoming 

Game and Fish Department. Large public areas around the 

lake are owned by the Bureau of Land Management. Facilities 

are managed by the Wyoming Game and Fish Department as a 

Public Access Area.  

     Since the most recent filling in 2009, Wheatland #3 has 

developed into one of the most productive and popular fishing 

destinations in Southeast Wyoming. It’s known for large trout, 

many of which are well over 20 inches in length. The current 

fisheries management consists of stocking 70,000 seven-inch 

rainbow trout and 7,500 brown trout annually. Walleye are not 

stocked, but can still be found in the lake, having made their 

way there on their own from Wheatland Reservoir #2.  

     One way managers evaluate a fishery is interviewing anglers 

to determine several “catch” statistics. These creel surveys 

provide valuable information into how a fishery is performing 

and if it meets the objectives set by managers. Game wardens 

frequently interview anglers during routine patrols and provide 

fishery biologist with the data they collect.  

     Three hundred twenty-six angler interviews were conducted 

at Wheatland Reservoir #3 from Jan. 22 to Nov. 26, 2016. 

Residency was almost evenly split between resident anglers 

and non-resident anglers.  

     Anglers reported catching three species of game fish (2 

brown trout, 276 rainbow trout and 11 walleye). They reported 

keeping 85 percent of the trout they caught. However, anglers 

rarely kept their daily limit of six trout; 75 percent of anglers 

kept only one fish. The average trout catch rate was 0.17 fish/

hour, meaning on average one fish was caught for every 5.8 

hours of fishing. This catch rate is relatively slow, but consis-

tent with lakes with large fish. The fastest catch rates were in 

the spring and fall.  

     Overall, the opportunity for anglers to catch large trout has 

made Wheatland # 3 a popular destination fishery in South-

east Wyoming. 

 

Times are good at Wheatland Reservoir #3  Hawk Springs Reservoir won’t disappoint 

Photo by David Ellsworth 

Photo by Steve Gale 
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     Each spring, male sage-grouse perform an elaborate sunrise display 

on communal breeding grounds known as “leks.” While sage-grouse 

require sagebrush landscapes to survive, leks are often located in 

open areas where the males can be better seen and heard by females. 

The dramatic display makes viewing sage-grouse a popular recrea-

tional activity in March and April across much of Wyoming.  

     The Game and Fish Department provides information on lek loca-

tions and sage-grouse viewing ethics online at https://wgfd.wyo.gov/

Habitat/Sage-Grouse-Management/Sage-Grouse-Lek-Viewing-Guide. 

     In southeast Wyoming, the Mule Creek Pass lek is about 42 miles 

north of Laramie, and the Pass Creek 24 lek is 8 miles north of Wol-

cott Junction.  

      

Sage-grouse viewing info now available online 

Mule deer study gets underway west of Laramie 
     A mule deer study kicked off in the Sheep 

Mountain Mule Deer herd in late February.  

     Sixty does were fitted with satellite GPS collars 

and will be tracked for two years to help biologists 

learn about mule deer habitat use, migration and 

mortality.  

     The study area encompasses Mule Deer Hunt 

Areas 74, 75, 76 and 77, ranging from the Colo-

rado border up to the town of Hanna. 

      The study will provide wildlife managers with 

critical data on where mule deer cross roads, iden-

tify possible migration barriers such as fences, 

help pinpoint any bottlenecks during migration 

and discover where does go to fawn. 

    Project partners include the University of Wyo-

ming Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, 

Muley Fanatics Foundation, Mule Deer Founda-

tion, Bow Hunters of Wyoming, the Albany County 

Predator Board and Backcountry Hunters and 

Anglers. 
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     Wheatland Game Warden David Ellsworth responded 

to a report of a vehicle stuck in Wheatland Reservoir #1.  

     The vehicle had been used for four-wheeling two nights 

earlier and was driven out onto the ice in the shallow cot-

tonwood/flood area of the far southeast portion of the 

lake. With unsuccessful attempts to contact a registered 

owner, a tow truck was called to remove the vehicle from 

the water.   

     The truck was eventually towed out and the owner was 

contacted. With a significant tow bill, the driver admitted 

that he had been driving where he shouldn’t have been, 

and was issued a warning for illegal off-road travel. 

     South Laramie Game Warden Bill Brinegar responded to a call from an individual wanting to turn 

himself in for shooting a doe mule deer.  

     The individual said he shot the deer in self defense after it attacked both he and his dog behind 

the Woods Landing Bar and Café. He said he was at the back door of the restaurant when he heard 

his dog whimper. His dog was off leash and wandering several hundred yards away in a creek bot-

tom. The suspect ran towards the dog and witnessed the deer and the dog fighting. He said he beat 

the deer with a log and then he and the dog left the scene. The suspect then ran about an eighth of 

a mile to his camp trailer and retrieved a semi automatic 9mm handgun, then returned and fatally 

shot the deer.  

     He initially told Warden Brinegar that he was concerned that the deer was rabid and feared for 

his dog’s safety. He later admitted his dog was likely the aggressor and had chased wildlife before.         

     Warden Brinegar cited the individual and required him to appear in court. He was sentenced to 

200 hours of community service with the Game and Fish Department and was mandated to take a 

hunter safety class. He was also ordered to pay court costs.  

      

Man charged for killing deer 

Off-road mishap 

     Wheatland Game Warden David Ellsworth responded to a Stop Poaching report of a fishermen traveling to Wheatland #3 who had 

been overheard at a gas station saying he was heading up to the reservoir to “slay some trout with minnows.” 

     Warden Ellsworth located a vehicle matching the description of the report and contacted three anglers who attempted to hide their 

minnow bucket. Upon closer inspection it was determined that each of the tip-ups in use had a minnow attached. The anglers said they 

hid the minnow bucket because they did not have a seining permit for the fish. They did not realize it was illegal to use live bait at the 

reservoir. The individual who brought the minnows was issued a citation for seining fish without a permit and the remaining fishermen 

were issued warnings for use of illegal bait.  

 

Angler’s bragging leads to citations 
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By Micah Morris 

     Approximately one mile of shoreline along the south side of Lake 

Hattie Public Access Area has been eroding steep cut banks and 

creating a public safety hazard.   

     Team Rubicon-USA, a veteran based disaster relief organization, 

used Lake Hattie as a training site for two days. Team Rubicon 

brought in three track hoes, three skid steers and 35 volunteers to 

hone their equipment skills and create a safer fishing and recreation 

area for the public. 

     The volunteers sloped the cut banks and placed rip-rap boulders 

along the bank to prevent vehicles from driving off the edge. Several 

banks along the lake range in height from 4-20 feet high.   

     Although the entire project was not completed due to winter 

weather, Team Rubicon is eager to return and continue working on 

the project in the near future.  

     The Lake Hattie Public Access Area is owned by Pioneer Canal 

Water District. Photos by Micah Morris.  

Laramie Region Habitat and Access Personnel 

assisted with goose bed nesting on Table Moun-

tain and Springer-Bump Sullivan Wildlife Habitat 

Management Areas. Photo by Jacob Sorensen.    

Thank you, Team Rubicon-USA volunteers  

A Western meadowlark perches on a fence post at the Springer-Bump Sulli-

van WHMA in late February. This species is the state bird of six states, in-

cluding Wyoming, Kansas, Nebraska, Oregon, North Dakota and Montana. 

Photo by Robin Kepple   

A prairie native 
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By Jason Sherwood      

     Wyoming’s diverse habitats provide a home for a multitude of 

wildlife. From grouse to more charismatic big game species such as 

pronghorn antelope, mule deer and elk, Wyoming is a prized destina-

tion for hunters. Likewise, anglers frequently seek out local opportu-

nities for trout, walleye and a variety of other fish species. While the 

wildlife thrives, finding access to hunt and fish can be a little trickier.  

     To help make things simpler, the Wyoming Game and Fish Depart-

ment’s Access Yes Program creates partnerships with landowners to 

provide “no-fee” access opportunities for hunting and/or fishing on 

private and landlocked public lands. There are three very different 

parts to the Access Yes program: Walk-in Fishing, Walk-in Hunting, 

and Hunter Management Areas. 

      Walk-in Areas are open for very specific hunting or fishing oppor-

tunities. Each participating landowner enrolls a specific property into 

the program and works with Game and Fish personnel to determine 

access dates and other rules for the area. Signs are posted to mark 

the boundaries, and maps are available by following the green-

colored links for Public Access on the department’s website (https://

wgfd.wyo.gov).  

     Each access area is numbered to correspond with the maps and 

rules for that area. As long as the rules show a Walk-in Area to be 

open for the time-frame and type of hunting or fishing you want to do, 

you may simply “walk-in” to the property without seeking permission 

directly from the landowner. Some larger areas allow the use of vehi-

cles on designated or established roads and some have other special 

requirements for access. 

     Hunter Management Areas or “HMAs” are typically much larger 

properties and may include several cooperating landowners. These 

areas require a permission slip for access and the permission slips 

are issued through the Game and Fish Department at no charge. 

HMAs are usually named for a local geographic feature, and each has 

extensive information available on the department’s website.  

     HMAs and Walk-in Areas are still private properties, and are only 

open for the specific hunting or fishing opportunity shown online. Any 

other use of the property, including hiking, biking, photography, or 

antler hunting, is prohibited without permission from the landowner. 

     You can help provide funding for Access Yes easements by asking 

to donate to the program every time you purchase hunting or fishing 

licenses. When we each give a little, we all gain a lot. 

Access Yes programs provide opportunity  

 

 
 

Donate to Access Yes every time you purchase  
a hunting or fishing license! 

Donations = access 
https://wgfd.wyo.gov  

 

https://wgfd.wyo.gov
https://wgfd.wyo.gov
https://wgfd.wyo.gov
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Wyoming Game and Fish Dept. 

Laramie Region Office  

528 S. Adams St.  

Laramie, WY 82070 

(307) 745-4046 

     Personnel from the Laramie, Green River and Lander re-

gions met with Colorado Parks and Wildlife employees to dis-

cuss Sierra Madre elk management and 2017 hunting sea-

sons.   

     In the picture at left is Laramie Region Wildlife Supervisor 

Rick King, Baggs Game Warden Kim Olson and two Colorado 

Parks and Wildlife District Wildlife Managers. Photo by Will 

Schultz 

     Spring flooding in the North Platte River takes a toll on 

the Game & Fish Department’s boating and fishing ac-

cess areas.   

     The Habitat and Access Branch maintains these areas 

to ensure public safety and protect the Department’s 

investments. In the photo, from left, Chief Engineer Loren 

Wooden, Habitat and Access Biologist Mark Cufaude and 

Laramie Region Habitat and Access Supervisor Jerry 

Cowles, inspect the foot bridge at the Treasure Island 

Public Access Area that crosses the North Platte River 

south of Saratoga. Photo by Biff Burton. 

Safety inspection 

Sharing management  

     Elk Mountain Game Warden Ryan Kenneda spent sev-

eral nights in February counting elk that were consuming 

grass hay in the McFadden and Arlington areas.  

     To help see the elk in the dark, Warden Kenneda used a 

NVG (night vision monocular). The NVGs alone allowed War-

den Kenneda to see up to 100 yards, but when used with 

the spotlight on his truck he was able to count elk up to 300 

yards away. 

     The picture at left was taken while using the NVG and 

shows white-tailed deer resting along the road.  

Aid for night work 


