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WHAT’S GOING ON? 

Hunter Education Classes  

Upcoming hunter education classes 

begin on the following dates in the 

Laramie Region:   

 

Regular classes: 

Cheyenne: March 2 

Encampment: March 5 

Cheyenne: March 9 

Wheatland: April 16 

 

Internet Field Days 

Cheyenne: March 8 

 

Register online at wgfd.wyo.gov. 

 

2018 Season Setting Meetings:  

Wheatland: 6 p.m. Monday, March 

26, Platte County Library, 904 9th St.  

Saratoga: 6 p.m. Monday, March 26, 

Saratoga Town Hall, 110 East Spring 

St.  

Torrington: 6 p.m. Wednesday, March 

28, Platte Valley Bank, 2201 Main St.  

Cheyenne: 6 p.m. Thursday, March 

29, WGFD Headquarters, 5400 

Bishop Blvd. 

Laramie: 6 p.m. Monday, April 2,  

University of Wyoming Berry Biodiver-

sity. Corner of E. Lewis & 10th Street.  

Seth Phillips with Native Range Capture Services poses with a cow elk from Elk Hunt Area 3 that 

was captured on Jan 25 at Camp Guernsey. 

     The Wyoming Game and Fish Department partnered with the Wyoming Military Department 

to capture and collar elk at the Camp Guernsey Joint Training Center and on neighboring private 

lands in January.  

     The purpose of the project is to define seasonal ranges, map habitat use, identify migration 

movement, document calving areas, estimate adult survival, and map habitat use as it relates 

to recent fire activity and military training. The  area covers Elk Hunt Area 3 in eastern Wyoming. 

      Biologists fitted 29 cow elk with GPS collars and will track the animals for three years. The 

GPS collars will provide the elk’s locations three times a day. 

     The Wyoming Military Department is a state agency that supports the Wyoming National 

Guard. “This is a great opportunity to partner with the Game and Fish and surrounding landown-

ers to find out more about elk use and movement patterns on and adjacent to Camp Guern-

sey,” said Amanda Thimmayya, Natural Resource Manager with the Wyoming Military Depart-

ment. The military training area within the Rawhide Hills provides important year-round habitat 

for elk, as well as a number of other wildlife species.   

     Native Range Capture Services, a privately-owned wildlife capture company, assisted with 

the project.  

Elk Study underway at Camp Guernsey 
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Sheep Mountain Mule Deer study completes first year 
    Laramie Region wildlife personnel continue 

work on a study of the Sheep Mountain mule 

deer herd.  

      The study area encompasses Mule Deer 

Hunt Areas 74, 75, 76 and 77, ranging from 

the Colorado border up to the town of Hanna. In 

early 2017, nearly 60 mule deer does were 

fitted with GPS tracking collars to provide biolo-

gists with detailed information on the location 

of each deer at regular intervals throughout the 

project’s two-year duration. 

     The goal of the study is to provide wildlife 

managers with critical data on where mule deer 

cross roads, identify possible migration barriers 

such as fences, help pinpoint any bottlenecks 

during migration, and discover where does go 

to fawn.  

     The study will also provide information on 

adult doe survival, which is useful in develop-

ing population models for deer herds.  

     Biologists now have a full year’s worth of 

data on these deer, who have traveled from 

winter range to summer range and back again. The mild weather has kept some of the does in transition ranges, but overall most of the col-

lared deer have returned to their winter range. “Doe survival for the first year is 83 percent, which is average,” said Lee Knox, Wildlife Biolo-

gist in Laramie. Biologists are currently working to trap and collar six more deer to replace does that have died over the past year.  

     “We are excited to start using the data to help out this deer herd,” Knox said.  

     Project partners include the University of Wyoming Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, Muley Fanatics Foundation, Mule Deer 

Foundation, Bow Hunters of Wyoming, the Albany County Predator Board, and Backcountry Hunters and Anglers. 

Mule deer are lured to a trap site with feed within the Sheep Mountain area. Biologists will fit 

GPS collars to six mule deer does to replace deer lost due to natural mortality over the past 

year of the study. 

Hunter education class offered in Encampment 
     The Wyoming Game and Fish Department will offer 

a hunter education class in Encampment beginning on 

March 5.  

     Class will be held in the library at the Encampment 

School on Mondays and Wednesdays from 6:30 to 9 

p.m. beginning on March 5 and through March 21. A 

mandatory field day will be held at the Saratoga Gun 

Club at 9 a.m. on Saturday, March 24, and will include 

safety in the field, game tracking and gun safety. The 

hunter education exam will also be given during the 

field day.  

     There is a $10.00 fee per student. Students must 

attend all class sessions to earn a hunter education 

certificate. Children under the age of 12 must be ac-

companied by an adult for all class sessions.  

     To enroll in the class, sign up online at the Game 

and Fish Department webpage at wgfd.wyo.gov/

education or call instructor Douglas Tieszen at (307) 

327-5459.   
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Welcome to the Laramie Region! 

     Game Warden Ryan Bagley recently transferred to Cheyenne to replace Kristen DaVanon, 

who is now the Senior Game Warden in Gillette. 

      Bagley grew up in Fairview, Wyo., and graduated from Star Valley High School. He earned 

a Bachelor’s degree in Wildlife Management from the University of Wyoming in 2015. As a 

student, he was a member of the Student Chapter of the Wildlife Society at the University of 

Wyoming.  

      Bagley began his wildlife career as a volunteer at the Wyoming Game and Fish Wildlife 

Forensic and Fish Health Laboratory, working on tooth aging, DNA standards and fish health. 

He was offered an internship at the lab, which then led to a six-month lab technician job. 

     As a student, he volunteered for Green River Wildlife Biologist Tony Mong on a mule deer 

trapping project. He also assisted with an elk study that looked at predator-prey dynamics 

and used GPS technology to study how elk and hunters use beetle-killed forests. 

     His passion for hunting, fishing and the outdoors led him to seek employment with Game 

and Fish. “I wanted a job that would let me be outside and work with wildlife,” he said. 

     After graduating from Wyoming Law Enforcement Academy in April 2017, he was as-

signed as a game warden in the Sheridan Region where he worked on watercraft safety enforcement at Keyhole Reservoir and Lake 

Desmet. 

     His current position serves as a training ground for new game wardens. It involves overseeing the falconry program, issuing non-

resident trapping and furbearing permits, and assisting the Wildlife Division with a variety of duties. 

      “I’m looking forward to working in Cheyenne and learning about what goes on behind the scenes to keep the wildlife division up 

and running.” 

     When he’s not hunting or fishing, he enjoys mountain biking and building furniture. Ryan and his wife, Molly, have a six-month-old 

daughter.  

Bagley named Cheyenne game warden  

     The Wyoming Game and Fish Department will conduct public  

meetings in southeast Wyoming to discuss 2018 hunting season 

proposals for game birds and big game animals. 

      During the meetings, Game and Fish personnel will be available 

to discuss the proposed 2018 hunting seasons for local hunt areas. 

Public input is valued and an important part of the season setting 

process. The Game and Fish Department encourages hunters to take 

this opportunity to participate in wildlife management by attending a 

local meeting at the following locations: 

     Wheatland: 6 p.m. Monday, March 26 at the Platte County Li-

brary, 904 9th St., Saratoga: 6 p.m. Monday, March 26 at the Sara-

toga Town Hall,110 East Spring St., Torrington: 6 p.m. Wednesday, 

March 28 at Platte Valley Bank, 2201 Main St., Cheyenne: 6 p.m. 

Thursday, March 29 at WGFD Headquarters building, 5400 Bishop 

Blvd., Laramie: 6 p.m. Monday, April 2 at the University of Wyo-

ming Berry Biodiversity Conservation Center, located at the intersec-

tion of E. Lewis Street and 10th Street. 

     Written comments received by the department shall be accepted 

through 5 p.m. Wednesday, April 4, at public meetings or by mailing: Wyoming Game and Fish Department, Regulations, 3030 Energy Lane, 

Casper, WY 82604, or online at http://wgfd.wyo.gov.   Copies of the proposed regulations are available on the Department website and at 

the address above in accordance with Chapter 1 Regulation Governing Access to Public Records. Written comments shall be presented to 

the Game and Fish Commission prior to their April 24-25 meeting in Lander at The Inn at Lander/Peaks Conference Center. 

Hunter input requested for 2018 hunting seasons 
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     Students at Cheyenne’s Central High School are working 

with wildlife biologists tracking GPS-collared mule deer to 

learn about migration.  

     The Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD) 

teamed up with Teacher Kim Parfitt’s Advanced Placement 

(AP) Environmental Science class, the Laramie County Con-

servation District (LCCD) and the University of Wyoming’s 

Biodiversity Citizen’s Science Initiative (WyoBio) to study 

mule deer populations in Cheyenne. 

     Earlier in the school year, the students learned about 

mule deer migration from Wyoming’s Red Desert to Hoback 

Junction. At 150 miles, it is the longest large mammal migra-

tion in the lower 48 states. That lesson piqued their curious 

about smaller migrations that occur in animal populations. 

Parfitt began investigating ways to help the students learn 

more. With a grant from the Muley Fanatics Foundation 

Southeast Wyoming Chapter, the LCCD and WGFD devel-

oped a partnership with three AP classes at Central High 

School to use remote sensing to study mule deer behavior 

in an urban setting. The $3,000 grant from Muley Fanatics paid for the purchase of two GPS collars.  

     The partners provided a field trip earlier in the school year to teach students about trapping and monitoring deer and identifying the vege-

tation they eat. The students also learned about data management in collaboration with the University of Wyoming’s Geographic Information 

Science Center and the Biodiversity Institute.  

     In mid-January, wildlife biologists tranquilized a mule deer doe in a small herd near the center of town and fitted it with a GPS collar. A 

second mule deer will soon be collared within city limits to give the students additional data. Satellite data from the GPS collars will reveal six 

locations per day for each collared deer over the next two years. Data will be analyzed using Excel and Google Earth and possibly Arc-GIS 

software.  

     Citizens can see where the deer go and learn more about the project by visiting the following link: https://laramie1.instructure.com/

courses/14620. The students developed questions they hope to answer based on the data obtained from the collars. Student spokeswoman 

Kate Hayes-Siltzer said she signed up for the AP class to learn how she could help the environment. “This project is real world learning. It lets 

us shine a light on where our deer are going and what they’re doing. As our city grows, maybe we can make better decisions that help our 

wildlife that we care about,” she said.    

Central High students learn about mule deer migration 

     Even though southern Wyoming 

is having a mild winter, the season 

challenges the toughest of big game 

animals such as bull elk.   

     Males of all big game species 

must recover the energy lost during 

the rut and hunting season, recover 

from injuries, survive predators, 

disease and parasites, all while the 

weather worsens and forage gets 

harder to find. 

     Saratoga Game Warden Biff Bur-

ton (shown in the photo at right) 

performs a field necropsy on a bull 

elk at South French Creek in the 

Snowy Range on January 17.  The 

cause of death was not immediately 

determined. 

Even mild winters can be tough on big game animals 

Central High School Teacher Kim Parfitt assists Game and Fish Department 

Wildlife Biologist with collaring a mule deer as part of the study. 

https://laramie1.instructure.com/courses/14620
https://laramie1.instructure.com/courses/14620
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     About 40 children participated in a Kid’s Ice Fishing Clinic on 

January 17 at East Lake, southeast of Saratoga.   

     The event was organized by Mother Mountain Anglers, a non

-profit organization based in the Encampment and Saratoga 

area.   

     Silver Spur Ranches offered the use of their property and 

lake. Each young angler received a cup of hot cocoa, a fishing 

pole and tackle from sponsors of the event. Several nice rain-

bow trout were caught, which helped keep the young angler’s 

hopes up during the blustery morning on the ice. 

     In the photo at right, event organizer Josh Craig of Mother 

Mountain Anglers congratulates a young angler after he pulled 

a rainbow trout up through the ice.   

     Mother Mountain Anglers dedicated to “the preservation of 

nature and community through the shared love of fishing.”   

     January in the Laramie Region means ice fishing season, and several towns 

hosted successful ice fishing derbies.  

     These derbies provide Game and Fish Department fisheries personnel with great 

opportunities to speak with a large number of local anglers in a short period of time. 

These angler interviews provide valuable input for the department to manage the 

state’s fisheries.   

     The Lake Hattie Derby had 199 participants. Catch rates were low, but anglers 

reporting having fun. More kokanee were caught this year, compared to recent years, 

and the largest fish included a 26.7” rainbow trout, a 22.3” brown trout, a 22.2” 

cutthroat trout, and a 10.7” yellow perch.   

     At the Saratoga Lake Derby, three fisheries biologists and two game wardens in-

terviewed many of the 789 participants.  At the Saratoga Lake Derby, Game and Fish 

personnel attempted to better understand angler satisfaction and the public’s will-

ingness to chemically treat the lake to reduce the white sucker population. Catch 

rates were higher than the Lake Hattie derby, and the largest fish included a 22” 

rainbow trout and a 21.5” brown trout.   

 

Children participate in ice fishing clinic near Saratoga 

Ice fishing derbies provide valuable data for biologists 

Angler Anthony Loftus holds a prize-winning rain-

bow trout at the Saratoga Lake Derby. Photo 

courtesy of Saragota/Platte Valley Chamber of 

Commerce.  
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     The Wyoming Game and Fish Department, Wyoming State 

Parks and Cultural Resources - through the Office of Outdoor 

Recreation and Visit Casper are inviting people interested in 

hunting, fishing and outdoor recreation to attend the first Wyo-

ming Outdoor Expo May 17 to 19 in Casper. Thursday and 

Friday, the focus will be on providing opportunities for Wyo-

ming school-aged children to learn more about wildlife, out-

door skills and have fun. Families are invited to attend Friday 

evening and Saturday.  

     “Wyoming offers some of the most unique outdoor experi-

ences in the world. The Expo gives kids and families hands on 

experiences and teaches skills. I hope all those who can will 

take advantage of the Expo and learn even more ways to enjoy 

Wyoming’s great outdoors,” Governor Matt Mead said.  

     Governor Mead convened a task force to enhance the out-

door recreation industry in Wyoming and promote participation 

in outdoor recreation. With the increased scope, the added 

business components and the continued focus on youth, this 

Expo helps address many of the task force’s recommendations. 

     The Wyoming Game and Fish Commission has invested heavily in developing this event. The Commission had previously funded an expo 

focused on hunting, fishing and wildlife. This year, they reinvested in this concept, but expanded the mission to showcase all outdoor recrea-

tion.  

   “This is an incredible gift to Wyoming by our Commission,” shared Scott Talbott, Director of the Wyoming Game and Fish Department. “We 

are striving to have all Wyoming Outdoor Expo participants develop the knowledge and skills to enhance and enjoy Wyoming’s expansive 

landscape, while hunting, fishing and enjoying other outdoor recreation.”  

       

Wyoming Outdoor Expo set for May 17-19 in Casper 

Wyoming Game and Fish Dept. 

Laramie Region Office  

528 S. Adams St.  

Laramie, WY 82070 

(307) 745-4046 


