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WHAT’S GOING ON? 

Hunter Education Classes  

Upcoming hunter education classes 

begin on the following dates in the 

Laramie Region:   

Regular classes: 

Laramie: Jan. 20 

Laramie: Feb. 24 

Encampment: March 5 

 

Internet Field Days 

Cheyenne: Jan. 19 

 

Register online at wgfd.wyo.gov. 

Photo by Biff Burton 

     Annual big game surveys were conducted in December and January across the Laramie Re-

gion in southeast Wyoming.  

      Helicopters are used in many of the surveys to easily cover steep, rugged terrain. In the 

photo above, Kent Potter, owner and pilot of Northern Skies Aviation, proudly shows off “5 

Whiskey Bravo,” the Bell Jet Ranger helicopter used by Wyoming Game and Fish Department 

wildlife managers for elk, deer, moose, and bighorn sheep surveys. 

     The lack of snow on the Snowy Range and Sierra 

Madre Mountain ranges allows big game species such 

as elk, deer, moose and bighorn sheep to find forage a 

little higher on the mountain. The photo above shows 

how little snow was at Pelton Creek Campground in the 

Snowy Range Mountains in December. The background 

shows bare ground and very little snow-pack.    

     The low snowpack made survey work difficult. Wildlife 

managers will complete survey work in the region by mid

-January.   

     Photo at right, a mule deer buck and doe spotted in 

Hunt Area 15 during big game surveys. Photo by Martin 

Hicks.  

Annual big game surveys underway 

 
JAN 31 — Application deadline for 

nonresident elk licenses.  

FEB. 5 — CHEYENNE 

Forging the future of Wyoming’s 

wildlife public meeting 

6 p.m., Laramie Community College, 

Center for Conferences and Insti-

tutes, Room 130 (Use parking lot L) 

1400 East College Drive. 

FEB 5 — LARAMIE 

Forging the future of Wyoming’s 

wildlife public meeting 

6 p.m., Laramie Plains Civic Center 

Phoenix Ballroom, 710 East Garfield 

Street  
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     Construction on the new Laramie Region office and the Game and Fish Wildlife 

Forensic and Fish Health Lab is nearing completion. The building is located at the 

corner of South Adams and Venture Drive in Laramie.       

      The office building will provide work space for approximately 30 Laramie Region 

personnel. A conference room will give the Laramie Region space to hold public 

meetings, hunter education courses and Wyoming Game and Fish Commission meet-

ings. Construction is expected to be complete this spring. 

     The lab will serve the public by providing unbiased information to wildlife law en-

forcement, safeguarding the health of Wyoming’s fish, and developing information 

that is used in the wise management of Wyoming’s big game herds. The wildlife fo-

rensic laboratory does analysis for law enforcement in 10 states and is considered 

one of the most advanced state laboratories in the country. The new building will 

allow the forensics lab to meet new accreditation standards.  

     The photo at right shows the interior of the front lobby. The photo below shows an 

indicator for a negative pressure room in the lab. A room at negative pressure has a 

lower pressure than that of adjacent areas, which keeps air from flowing out of the 

room and into adjacent rooms, preventing airborne transmission of pathogens.   

Construction in the home stretch 
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     The Farthing Ranch near Cheyenne is the recipient of the 2017 Access Recog-

nition Program for the Laramie Region. The program honors landowners who 

provide access to or through their lands to hunters and anglers. 

     Charles “Charlie” and Carol Farthing manage more than 50,000 acres of 

deeded land northwest of Cheyenne. The ranch includes a diverse array of ter-

rain, from productive meadows to steep, boulder-strewn portions of the Laramie 

Range.  

     The Farthings’ property is in the core of Antelope Hunt Area 38. The family 

allows a great deal of access for hunters, asking for nothing more than the return 

of landowner coupons.  

     The ranch welcomes at least 50 Elk Hunt Area 6 hunters annually on a first-

call, first-hunt basis. Additionally, they have welcomed temporary Game and Fish 

Hunt Management Coordinators during the past few years when the program has 

been available to help supplement elk harvest activities in the area. 

     Each year, the Wyoming Board of Agriculture, the Wyoming Game and Fish Commission and Wyoming Wildlife Foundation partner to rec-

ognize four landowners who contribute significantly to the hunting and fishing tradition of the Cowboy State. In addition to recognition at the 

winter Stock Growers Association luncheon, each landowner will receive a check for $2,000. The 2017 recipients were recently recognized 

and presented their awards at the Wyoming Stock Growers Association awards luncheon.  

     Three individuals from 

southeast Wyoming who made 

significant contributions to the 

outdoors will be inducted into 

the Wyoming Outdoor Hall of 

Fame this March. The Hall of 

Fame honors individuals, both 

living and posthumously, who 

have made significant, lasting, 

lifetime contributions to the 

conservation of Wyoming’s 

outdoor heritage.  

     Dr. George T. Baxter led the 

way in fisheries conservation in 

Wyoming for more than 40 

years, three decades of that as 

a professor at the University of Wyoming with the fishery biology program. During his career, Dr. Baxter taught, supervised and mentored 

hundreds of undergraduate and graduate students, as well as junior faculty. His monographs, co-written with Mike Stone, on “Wyoming 

Fishes” and “Amphibians and Reptiles of Wyoming” are landmark works and the standard references in the field. He as been acknowledged 

by the Colorado-Wyoming Chapter of the American Fisheries Society as “The Father of Fisheries in Wyoming.” Dr. Baxter died in 2006. 

     Gary B. Butler served the state of Wyoming for 40 years with the Wyoming Game and Fish Department. Much of Butler’s career was spent 

in the field conducting studies on alternatives to feeding elk hay at the National Elk Refuge, and two elk feed grounds near Jackson, and 

later managing bighorn sheep around Whiskey Mountain. He pioneered many new range survey and winter habitat improvement techniques 

for bighorn sheep and elk. He also organized and initiated the Whiskey Mountain Bighorn Sheep Technical Committee which has remained 

active to this day. Beginning in 1986, Butler served as the statewide supervisor for the Terrestrial Habitat Division until his retirement in 

2012. The habitat management program became a model for implementation by many western states. Butler resides in Cheyenne. 

     William G. Hepworth contributed to the conservation of Wyoming’s wildlife for 38 years with the Wyoming Game and Fish Department and 

served for a time as an adjunct professor at the University of Wyoming.  

     He contributed to many research projects while with the Game and Fish; primarily associated with early investigations on pronghorn, elk, 

mule deer, white-tailed deer, bighorn sheep, and trout species. He participated in early efforts to trap, handle, and rear pronghorn and other 

big game species in captivity. He has been referenced as the “Dean of Pronghorn” in Wyoming.   

     Hepworth was the director of the Game and Fish Research Lab and director of technical research most of his career, which included work 

at the Sybille Wildlife Research Unit and fish health and disease control. Hepworth also served as Wildlife Management Coordinator for the 

Laramie Region, and for a time in a dual role as Regional Supervisor. Hepworth resides in Laramie. 

Cheyenne landowner recognized for providing access 

Hall of Fame inductees are all from southeast Wyoming 

Dr. George Baxter                                       Gary Butler                                        William Hepworth 
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     The Wyoming Game and Fish Department is teaming up with the Wyoming National Guard to improve roads at the Wick/Beumee Wildlife 

Habitat Management Area (WHMA) near Arlington. 

     The 133rd Engineer Company of the Wyoming National Guard is based in Laramie and is a horizontal engineer unit that can accomplish a 

wide array of earthmoving projects. The 133rd Engineer Company will improve existing road structures and improve public safety on the Wyo-

ming Game and Fish Commission owned Wick/Beumee WHMA. In return, the project will provide valuable work training for the soldiers. “This 

is a win-win situation for all the parties involved,” said Jerry Cowles, Habitat and Access Supervisor for the Game and Fish Department’s 

Laramie Region. Work will begin in mid-May. The property will remain open during the project. Signs will be posted to notify visitors of the 

construction work, and sportsmen are urged to use caution around the heavy equipment.  

     The goal of the 133rd Engineer Company is to provide relevant, ready, trained forces to accomplish both State and Federal missions. Most 

recently, the unit completed a renovation of the Laramie Rifle Range, and two projects on Joint Training Site Camp Guernsey. ”We are looking 

forward to working with the soldiers with the 133rd Engineer Company,” Cowles said. “It’s a great opportunity for our organizations to work 

together for the benefit of the soldiers, wildlife and sportsmen.”  

      The Wyoming Game and Fish Department will 

work with the Wyoming Military Department to collar 

30 cow elk on Camp Guernsey Joint Training Center 

and neighboring land beginning Jan. 24.   

     The purpose of the project is to look at habitat 

selection of the Rawhide Elk Herd (Hunt Area 3) at 

Camp Guernsey. The military training area within the 

Rawhide Hills provides important year-round habitat 

for elk, as well as a number of other wildlife species.   

      The Wyoming Military Department is a state 

agency that supports the Wyoming National Guard. 

“This is a great opportunity to partner with the Game 

and Fish and surrounding landowners to find out 

more about elk use and movement patterns on and 

adjacent to Camp Guernsey,” said Amanda Thim-

mayya, Natural Resource Manager with the Wyoming 

Military Department. 

     Native Range Capture Services, a privately-owned 

wildlife capture company, will net the elk and fit 

them with GPS radio collars that will allow biologists 

to track the animals for three years. The GPS collars will collect three locations per day over the three-year period and the locations will be 

analyzed to determine habitat selection, define seasonal ranges, migration patterns, identify calving areas and estimate adult survival.  For 

more information, contact Wheatland Wildlife Biologist Martin Hicks (307) 322-3821 or Amanda Thimmayya (307) 772-5036.  

Study to determine elk movement at Camp Guernsey 

Wyoming National Guard to repair roads at Wick WHMA  

Photo above, the logo for the 133rd Engi-

neering Company. Photo at right, the main 

road to the Wick/Beumee WHMA. 
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     Ice fishing is a great way to enjoy the 

outdoors during winter months, but an-

glers are urged to use caution since ice 

conditions can change on a daily basis. 

     For safe fishing, ice should be at least 

four inches thick. Anglers should take 

special efforts to check the thickness of 

the ice every 100 to 150 feet. Clear ice is 

stronger than cloudy or white ice, which 

has frozen, thawed and refrozen and is 

not always stable. White ice can also be 

from air bubbles or frozen snow and is 

much weaker than clear ice. For white 

ice, double the recommended thickness. 

Also avoid fissures in the ice and signifi-

cant sized cracks that can emerge in a 

lake. 

     “The Game and Fish Department 

doesn’t put up signs warning about thin 

ice. Ice fishing is something anglers do at 

their own risk. We urge you to use cau-

tion on all ice and be prepared for the 

unexpected,” said Robin Kepple, informa-

tion specialist for the Laramie Game and 

Fish office. 

     Kepple urges anglers to look out for 

aerators, which prevent lakes from com-

pletely freezing during winter months. 

Meeboer and Gelatt lakes contain aera-

tors, as do many private lakes. She said 

to also watch for natural springs or other 

moving water that can weaken ice. 

“Never try to ice fish on frozen rivers or 

other moving water. River ice is never 

safe.” 

     Wind and fluctuating water levels in 

reservoirs can impact ice and create dan-

gerous conditions. Be aware of recent 

weather conditions and temperatures 

and scout out the lake you wish to fish for 

overflow, wet areas and open water.  

      “If there is any question at all as to 

the safety of any ice, it is best to avoid a 

situation that could result in an acci-

dent.” Kepple warned ice fishermen to 

never go out on the ice alone. “It can 

make all the difference having somebody 

there to throw a rope if you do fall 

through,” 

     Low water temperatures can be life threatening this time of year and hypothermia is a serious risk for anyone who does fall through the 

ice. Ice fishermen should learn to recognize and treat hypothermia. Remember to wear a lifejacket or personal flotation device and carry an 

ice pick to help you escape if you do fall through. It’s also a good idea to pack an extra set of clothes, including socks and boots, as well as 

hot liquids to help raise your body temperature back to a safe level. 

     Anglers should also keep in mind the Fishing Regulations and the Special Winter Ice Fishing Provisions, which are available on the Game 

and Fish website at wgfd.wyo.gov and at regional offices and the Cheyenne Headquarters. For more information about ice fishing, call the 

Laramie Game and Fish office at (307) 745-4046 or the Cheyenne office at (307) 777-4600. 

Anglers are urged to use caution while ice fishing 

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Fishing-and-Boating/Fishing-Regulations
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     Kim Frazier has been chosen as 

the new laboratory director for the 

Department’s Wildlife Forensic and 

Fish Health Laboratory in Laramie. 

     Frazier replaces DeeDee Hawk, 

who was promoted to the chief of 

Services Division.  

     Frazier comes into the position 

with a great deal of experience in 

the operations of the laboratory 

having served 13 years as the 

Forensic Program Manager and six 

years as the laboratory’s Forensic 

Analyst.  

      She graduated from the De-

partment’s Leadership Develop-

ment I and II programs and her 

role in the national (Chair of 

the National Institute of Standards 

and Technology’s Organization of 

Scientific Committees Wildlife 

Forensic Subcommittee) and international (Board member for the Society for Wildlife Forensic Science and a member of the Technical Work-

ing Group for Wildlife Forensics) wildlife forensic community has given her the opportunity to be a leader in a variety of capacities. 

     Frazier began her new duties on Jan. 1. She will help oversee the move into the new lab in Laramie upon the completion of construction. 

Frazier named new director for Game and Fish lab 

Saratoga Game Warden Biff Burton talks on air with Jim O’Reilly of Bigfoot Radio during a recent interview about the Game 

and Fish Department’s new dynamic message signs. Two signs are in use in the Platte Valley to warn motorists about big 

game animals on roadways. Photo by Will Schultz. 

 

                              Kim Frazier                             DeeDee Hawk 

Informing the public 
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   Sediment removal continues at Lower North Crow Reservoir at the 

John and Annie Woodhouse Recreation and Wildlife Habitat Area west 

of Cheyenne.  

     In addition to removing sediment from the reservoir, the Laramie 

Region Habitat and Access crew, with help from Black Hills Energy, will 

install a new wheelchair accessible fishing pier and develop a small 

parking area next to the reservoir. The crew will also develop habitat for 

fish within the reservoir. 

    The silt removal project involves removing about 14,000-cubic yards 

of sediment to restore water storage capacity for the City of Cheyenne 

and to improving habitat for fish and other aquatic species.  

      Black Hills Energy donated and installed the pylons for the pier. 

Other contributors for the project are Healing Waters, Cheyenne Lions 

AM Club, Capital Lumber, and Curt Gowdy Trout Unlimited. The fishing 

pier and other work should be completed by Spring of 2018.   

     The Laramie Habitat and Access crew installed ice eaters behind 

the Obermeyer (inflatable) dam on the ditch that provides water to 

Saratoga Lake in in Saratoga, shown in the photo at left.   

     The ice eaters will prevent ice from forming over the dam and cre-

ating an ice jam. An ice jam could cause flooding and threaten homes 

in the Saratoga Inn subdivision.  

      Ice-eaters were also installed on the Wellnitz Pond and Pond 1 at 

Table Mountain Wildlife Habitat Management Area (WHMA) and 

Springer WHMA Reservoir. These ice eaters will provide open water 

for waterfowl during the winter.  

      

     The Laramie Region Habitat and Access crew 

spread new gravel on the road into Wheatland Reser-

voir #1. 

     The new gravel will help keep water from sitting on 

the road, making it safer for motorists. It will also pro-

vide anglers and boaters easier access to the boat 

ramps and prevent damage to their equipment. 

     Road maintenance is just one of many responsibili-

ties that fall to the department’s Habitat and Access 

crews.  

Sediment removal continues at Woodhouse PAA  

Ice eaters prevent flooding, provide habitat for wildlife 

New gravel on road 
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Wyoming Game and Fish Dept. 

Laramie Region Office  

528 S. Adams St.  

Laramie, WY 82070 

(307) 745-4046 

     Hunter Education Coordinator Tristanna 

Bickford (left) and Hunter Recruitment Coordina-

tor Kathryn Boswell help a hunter evaluate his 

shotgun load for the 2-Shot Goose Hunt at the 

Goshen County Sportsman's Club on Dec. 8. 

     Started in 1987, the 2-Shot Goose Hunt ini-

tially began as an Economic Development Pro-

ject to showcase the hunting, landscape, and 

people of Goshen County.    

      The 2-Shot Goose Hunt consists of a whole 

series of events that focus on a hunting event 

taking place the second Saturday each Decem-

ber. The hunt allows approximately 40 teams 

each year, a number that has grown from the 

original 20. Each team consists of two hunters 

who are allowed two shots each to bag their 

geese.  

The white hairs on this hunter harvested female mountain lion indicate that the animal 

sustained an injury at some point earlier in its life. The injury damaged the hair follicles 

to the point they can no longer produce pigment. Photo by Will Schultz. 

Laramie Game Warden Jason Sherwood was called to assist with transporting a horse 

following a recent rollover crash. Warden Sherwood loaded the uninjured horse into a 

horse trailer and transported it to the Albany County Fairgrounds for the owner to retrieve 

later. Photo by Jason Sherwood 

Assisting hunters 

Old injury leaves its mark 

Warden lends a helping hand 


