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November 2017 

Fall Catch Up 

This month gave us all a little time to re-

cover from  a very busy late summer and 

early fall. We got started on some bigger 

projects to update one of our houses and our 

conference room.  This month we also fi-

nally finished installation of a new incinera-

tor that allows us to more efficiently dispose 

of carcasses and other waste at our facility. 

Since fall in Wyoming is very short we are 

now getting started on  preparing the facility 

for old man winter. Finally,  all three of us 

took some time to get out into the field and 

enjoy all that Wyoming has to offer.  

Assisting with Check Stations 

In addition to facility projects, we also took the opportunity to get out and assist Laramie 

and Casper regions by running check stations for deer, elk, antelope, and pheasants. We 

try to assist regional personnel and interact with members of the public in any way that 

we can since we don't get many visitors at the TWRC. We would like to thank the stu-

dents from the University of Wyoming for coming out, battling the wind, and assisting 

with pulling lymph nodes and teeth for CWD surveillance. While this is not the most 

glamorous job, it does help to provide us with important data to better understand and 

manage our wildlife populations. 
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Getting Ready for Lambs 

At the end of the month, we sampled and moved 

Travis the ram for breeding. Darting our rams is 

usually an adventure and this time didn’t disap-

point. The wind is always howling and the rams 

are less than cooperative.  Luckily we had some 

help from Martin Hicks and David Ellsworth and 

were able to get Travis moved over to the ewes. 

Hopefully, we’ll have some lambs in the spring!  

   Travis the Ram  



 Page 2 Veterinary Services 

CWD Surveillance 

CWD testing is in full swing with 2,240 samples tested as of November 6th.  Three new deer hunt areas have been 

identified so far in 2017 (19, 52, and 139), as well as one new elk hunt area (48).  To date, we have diagnosed 232 

positives, representing 195 mule deer, 18 white-tailed deer, and 19 elk. 
 
Brucellosis Surveillance 

Blood samples are steadily pouring into the laboratory, with 910 samples received so far.  Kylie has been able to 

keep up with the weekly testing and has identified 19 positives thus far – all of which have occurred outside the 

Bighorns and within the Designated Surveillance Area (DSA).  As elk hunting seasons progress, we are expecting 

another 500 to 700 additional samples before the end of January. 

Other Happenings 

Our vacant Senior Laboratory Scientist position was advertised in late October and the advertisement will remain 

open through the end of November to hopefully pull as many applicants as possible.  We are currently planning on 

reviewing applications in December and interviewing sometime in early January.  As of the end of October, over 40 

candidates had applied for the position. We are looking forward to a new face and fresh ideas in the laboratory! 

Wildlife Health Laboratory 

An Elk with an Abscess? 

Every month, we run our elk through a handling facility to evaluate and assess their health.  Recently, we discov-

ered one of our elk had an abscess just behind her jaw.  After a thorough exam and a few veterinary treatments, we 

were able to drain the abscess and clear up the infection. Thankfully, the elk is doing well and back to her normal 

self.  Working with wildlife in captivity is always an adventure. Sometimes we see the strangest things...and some-

times it’s just an abscess. 

 An elk with an abscess      Draining and flushing an abscess 
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Wildlife Necropsy Summary 

Species Date Received County  Diagnosis 

Mule deer 10/6/2017 Fremont Hemorrhagic disease negative 

Moose 10/18/2017 Fremont Undetermined 

Pronghorn 10/20/2017 Natrona Foot rot 

Mule deer 10/25/2017 Fremont Foot rot 

Mule deer 10/26/2017 Lincoln Brain Abscess 

Five diagnostic cases were submitted for necropsy during October. Four additional cases are pending. 

Disease of the Month 

Disease of the Month:  Brain Abscess 

 

In keeping with our November abscess theme, we thought 

we’d share a case of a more commonly seen abscess in wild-

life. Afton Game Warden James Hobbs received a call this 

October about a mule deer buck acting strangely. When he 

arrived the buck was in the highway walking in circles, and 

even walked into the front of his truck! The animal soon be-

came entangled in a fence and began vigorously shaking his 

head, at which point, Mr. Hobbs euthanized the deer and sub-

mitted it to the Wildlife Health Laboratory for necropsy.  An 

abscess was found near the base of the right antler with a tract 

leading into the brain cavity. Examination of the brain re-

vealed a 2 cm pus filled abscess in the right forebrain. 

 

 

Brain abscesses typically occur when bacteria deer enter the 

brain through skin infections near the antlers (usually from 

rubbing or sparring). This leads to a localized infection in the 

brain that forms a walled-off pocket of pus (abscess). They 

occur much more frequently in bucks than in does, and are 

identified more often in white-tailed deer than in mule deer. 

They can occasionally be seen in bighorn sheep as well. These 

abscesses are generally seen seasonally after velvet shedding 

and before the antlers are shed (September – March).  Just as 

in Mr. Hobbs’ case, affected deer exhibit neurological prob-

lems including circling, lack of coordination, and may appear 

blind. Deer occasionally show abnormal aggression towards 

people or inanimate objects, and animals with chronic infec-

tions may appear emaciated. In general, brain abscesses occur 

relatively infrequently and are not thought to impact popula-

tions.  

  Abscess in the skin leading to the brain cavity  

    Pus filled abscess in the brain of a mule deer  

                      


