
 Several Sheridan 
Region game wardens con-
ducted a backcountry task 
force in early August. The 
primary goal of the opera-
tion was to check anglers at 
high country lakes. Game 
wardens checked twenty-
seven anglers for compli-
ance. No fishing violations 
were discovered, although 
two citations were written 
for failing to provide life-
jackets. In addition to the 
anglers,  21  hikers/
recreationalists were also 
contacted.  
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Wilderness Lakes Law Enforcement  

During the back country trip, game wardens docu-
mented  various wildlife species like these two bull 
moose that were observed in the Cloud Peak Wilder-
ness.  

Dayton Game Warden Dustin 
Shorma pauses to look back at the 
Powell Lakes  west of Buffalo.  

While on horse patrol in the back country,  
Sheridan Game Warden Bruce Scigiliano 
checks angler’s fishing licenses.   
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 During  August the Sheridan Region Fish Management 
Crew conducted fish population surveys on several waters includ-
ing Park, Tie Hack, Bighorn, Geier, and Keyhole Reservoirs, as 
well as several lakes in the Cloud Peak Wilderness.  Survey results 
indicated anglers should have good fishing this fall as numerous 
good quality fish were captured during the sampling efforts.   

Fish Surveys 

 Seth Roseberry, Sheridan Re-
gion Habitat and Access Coordinator, 
installed new “elk jumps” on the 
Kerns Wildlife Habitat Management 
Area (WHMA).  The elk jumps will 
allow elk that have found their way 
out of the WHMA to more easily get 
back into the unit.  At times elk will 
find their way out of the WHMA and 
get into hay stacks on private prop-
erty.  The elk jumps will allow game 
wardens and biologists to move the 
elk back onto the WHMA without 
cutting a hole in the fence.  The photo 
at left shows a completed “jump” 
from inside the WHMA.  From the 
outside, the jump is ramped to allow 
animals to walk to the top of the 
ramp and jump into the WHMA.  

Elk Jumps Installed at Kerns WHMA 

Fish Technician 
Becky Hixenbaugh 
holds a nine  pound 
brown trout from 
Tie Hack Reservoir 
(photo at left)  

A tiger trout from 
Weston Reservoir 
(photo at right).  
Weston Reservoir  
has both tiger trout 
and  grayling.  
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Antelope Surveys Completed in August 

 Wildlife biologists and game wardens headed to the 
field in August to conduct the annual preseason pronghorn 
classification surveys.  These surveys entail looking at a herd 
of pronghorn and classifying them as adult bucks, yearling 
bucks, does or fawns.  The totals are then converted to herd 
ratios as the number of fawns observed for every 100 does 
observed and the number of bucks observed for every 100 
does observed.  The herd ratios enable managers to compare 
the annual survey results to prior year’s results. In the Buffalo 
Biologist District (Hunt Areas 20, 21, 22, 102 and 113) nearly 
4,700 pronghorn were classified. The fawn ratio averaged 76 
fawns per 100 does indicating this year’s fawn production and 
survival was good.  The ratio was down from 2016 when 84 
fawns per 100 does were observed. The total buck ratio aver-
aged 73 bucks per 100 does, similar to the 79 observed in 
2016.  A yearling buck ratio is also determined which pro-
vides an indication of how well the previous year’s fawns sur-
vived the winter.  The yearling buck ratio averaged 23 year-
ling bucks per 100 does this year compared to 22 in 2016.  In 
the Sheridan Biologist District (Hunt Areas 10, 15, 16 and 
109) a little over 2,050 pronghorn were classified.  The fawn 
to doe ratio averaged 70 this year compared to 63 in 2016, 
while the ratio of total bucks per 100 does was 49 this year 
compared to 48 in 2016.  The ratio of yearling bucks per 100 
does was 14 this year compared to 15 in 2016.   In the Gillette 
Biologist District (Hunt Areas 1, 2, 3, 17, 18, 19, 23, 24, and 
that portion of Hunt Area 27 in the Sheridan Region) nearly 
11,230 pronghorn were classified.  The fawn to doe ratio was 
74 compared to 80 last year.  The total buck to doe ratio was 
48 this year compared to 47 in 2016.  The yearling buck to 
doe ratio was 14 this year, compared to 18 a year ago. While 
some of the ratios vary from a year ago, pronghorn are doing 
well in northeast Wyoming.  During the  surveys, over 17, 500 
antelope were individually observed and separated into sex 
and age classifications.   



 Sheridan Region Monthly Newsletter 

 September 2017 

    

Aspen Days 2017 conference attendees discuss 
aspen management at the base of Steamboat 
Point west of Dayton.  

Todd Caltrider, Sheridan Region Terrestrial 
Habitat Biologist, discusses an aspen project 
near Tongue River Canyon.  

 The Sheridan Region hosted As-
pen Days 2017 in the Bighorn Mountains 
in mid-August.  The professional confer-
ence, hosted by the WGFD and Western 
Aspen Alliance, focuses on ecology and 
management of aspen forests throughout 
the west. The event kicked off the eve-
ning of August 15th at the Sheridan 
County Fulmer Library where aspen re-
searchers and local natural resource 
managers gave public presentations 
about aspen management in the Bighorn 
Mountains.  On August 16th, professional 
presentations were given by Paul Rogers 
(Western Aspen Alliance), Tim Assal 
(USGS), and Jeff Beck (University of 
Wyoming), followed by a field trip to an 
aspen enhancement project located at 
Steamboat Point.  On August 17-18th, As-
pen Days conference attendees toured 
the southern Bighorn Mountains and 
looked at a variety of aspen forests 
throughout the Clear/Crazy Woman 
Creek watersheds.  The event was well 
attended and great discussions about as-
pen management in the Bighorns oc-
curred. 

Sheridan Region Hosts Aspen Days 
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Beaver Transplant Achieves Goal 

Beaver were trans-
planted to Middle 
Hay Creek (photo at 
right) in 2016.  A 
year later beaver 
dams on the creek 
(red arrow, photo at 
left) have raised 
water levels  and 
enhanced the pro-
ductivity of stream-
side plant communi-
ties.   

Kids like the skunk furs on display (photo at left).  Sheridan Wild-
life Division Supervisor Craig Smith visits with Jakes Event atten-
dees (photo above).  

 At the request of a landowner, Sheridan Region Aquatic Habitat Biologist Travis Cundy transplanted 
beaver to a perennial segment of the Middle Fork of Hay Creek east of Aladdin, WY during September 2016.  
The landowner’s goal was to use beaver to raise the streamside water table and enhance the productivity of 
streamside plant communities.  Despite very dry conditions, beaver activity was evident near the transplant 
site during August 2017.  Willow, which provides food and cover for beaver and other riparian dependant 
wildlife, has responded to the raised water table associated with beaver activity with increased productivity 
and density.  

Game and Fish Attends NWTF Jakes Events 

 The Sheridan Region set up an informational 
booth at National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) 
Jakes Events in Sheridan and Gillette during August.  
Furs and antlers, along with hunting and fishing bro-
chures, were displayed at the booths.  Many people 
were contacted and questions answered.     


