
 In September, three new employees arrived in the Sheridan Region replacing 
employees that either transferred to other areas in Wyoming, left the Department or 
were promoted to other positions.  The new Sheridan Region employees are North 
Gillette Game Warden Kristen DaVanon, Kaycee Game Warden Justin Dodd and Buf-
falo Wildlife Biologist Cheyenne Stewart.  
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New Faces in the Sheridan Region 

 Kristen DaVanon (at left), a Minooka, Illinois native, 
received a bachelor's degree in Biology and Conservation 
Ecology with a minor in Wildlife Science as well as a mas-
ter's degree in Biology from New Mexico State University.  
DaVanon studied the impacts of urbanization on predator-
prey interactions for her master’s project. DaVanon was in-
terested in becoming a game warden with the Wyoming 
Game and Fish Department because of the dynamics of the 
job.  

 While growing up in Peoria, Arizona, Justin Dodd 
(at right) spent a lot of time hunting, fishing and partici-
pating in other outdoor activities.  He received a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Forestry and Wildlife Management from North-
ern Arizona University. Dodd developed a passion for wild-
life when he started taking wildlife management classes in 
college.  His father was a police officer in Arizona for 30 
years, so law enforcement has always been a huge part of 
his life.  Becoming a game warden was a perfect fit for 
Dodd, because it combined his two passions, wildlife man-
agement and law enforcement. 

 Before becoming the Buffalo Wildlife Biologist, 
Cheyenne Stewart (at left) worked several wildlife related 
temporary positions in places like Australia, Canada’s Arc-
tic, Thailand and the western United States as well as west-
ern Wyoming.  She has over a decade of experience in 
wildlife conservation and management working with carni-
vores, ungulates, marine mammals, marsupials, upland 
birds, and fish.  Stewart has a bachelor’s degree in Zoology 
from UC Santa Barbara and a master’s degree in Wildlife 
Biology from Utah State University. 
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 The National Wild Turkey Federation 
selected South Gillette Game Warden Dustin 
Kirsch as the National Wild Turkey Federation 
2016 Wyoming Law Enforcement Officer of 
the Year.   Kirsch has been a Wyoming Game 
Warden for eight years.  He spent his first 
three years in the Green River Region and the 
last five as the South Gillette Game Warden.  

National Wild Turkey Federation Honors South Gillette Game Warden  

 Game and Fish employees from the Sheridan Region helped with the annual biology class field trip 
that several Sheridan County High Schools participate in each fall.  Students from the high schools spend time 
at stations dealing with forest ecology and plant identification, insect collection, elk pellet count transects, 
food web and symbiosis analysis, aquatic macroinvertebrates, water chemistry, soil science, bird identifica-
tion, invasive/native plant transects and animal tracks.  Students are also required to make journal entries, 
read about jobs that are biology related and pick a job they might like, as well as pick a quote from a naturalist 
and tell what that quote means to them.   

High School Biology Field Trip 

As part of being honored by the NWTF, Dustin Kirsch 
received a custom BerndtWood slate turkey call made 
by John Berndt of Big Piney, WY. 

Sheridan County high school students used the “Boot Brush” at 
Amsden Wildlife Habitat Management Area to clean weed 
seeds from their shoes to prevent the spread of noxious plants.  

Sheridan Region Wildlife Biologist Tim Thomas instructs a 
group of high school students about elk pellet counts and elk 
management on the Bighorn Mountains.  
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G&F Participates in Final Third Thursday Event of the Year 

 On September 21st, the Sheridan 
Region set up an informational booth on 
Sheridan’s Main Street for the final Third 
Thursday Event of the year.  At the event 
Game and Fish personnel answered nu-
merous questions relating to hunting 
season regulation changes, fishing and 
hunting access issues and many other 
wildlife related topics.   

Aquatic Invasive Species technicians Sophia Hoist and 
Dennis Green talk to a youngster and his mother about 
antlers at the Third Thursday Event in Sheridan.  

A grandmother and her three grandsons discuss the antlers 
displayed at the G&F booth set up for the final Third Thurs-
day Event of the year.  

Seth Roseberry (far left, 
photo at left) discusses 
issues with a passerby, 
while Dan Thiele and 
Nate Brown (to the 
right of the table) ex-
plain hunting regula-
tions to a hunter and 
Jennifer Meineke (far 
right) trades fishing 
trip stories with a mem-
ber of the local Sheri-
dan area walleye club. 
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The cow elk that was shot from a Johnson County road by a Florida 
man.   The elk was not found until three days after it was shot.  

Orange flagging on the county road right-
of-way fence marks the place where a 
Florida man shot a cow elk from the road.   

 A call to Buffalo Game Warden Jim Seeman from an archery hunter on the evening of September 13 
began an investigation of a Florida man that was reported to have shot an elk on private land from a county 
road.  Just before it got dark, the archery hunter observed a vehicle driving slowly on Hazelton Road south-
west of Buffalo.  Within seconds after the vehicle went out of sight of the archery hunter, he heard three gun 
shots.  The archery hunter knew a person in the vehicle would not have had time to exit the vehicle prior to 
shooting, so he quickly drove to the location, recorded the vehicle license plate and called Seeman.  Seeman 
arrived at the location about one hour after receiving the tip and finding no one at the location at 9:30 p.m., 
returned to the scene early the next morning.  Seeman found a white Florida vehicle with a license plate 

matching the one reported to him the previous evening.   
When Seeman asked the person driving the vehicle if he was 
looking for the elk he had shot the night before, the suspect 
was less than truthful and would only say he and his wife 
were just taking photos.  While searching the area for a dead 
animal or other evidence, Seeman noticed orange flagging 
marking a trail from the right-of-way fence leading 300 
yards onto private land.   Seeman interviewed the suspect 
again, and after discussing evidence found at the site where 
the shots were fired and a roll of orange flagging in the sus-
pect’s vehicle, the man admitted to shooting from the county 
road and trespassing, but not hitting an elk.  Two days later, 
after the man went back to Florida, hunters in the area 
found a dead cow elk in the sagebrush within 200 yards of 
the orange flagging marking the trail.  The man was then 
issued an additional citation for wanton waste of a big game 
animal.  Through an agreement with the Johnson County 
Attorney’s office, the Florida man agreed to pay a $750.00 
fine and he will lose his hunting privileges for one year.   
Game Warden Jim Seeman indicated he would not have 
been able to catch this poacher had it not been for the obser-
vation and timely report made by the archery hunter.   

Timely Poaching Tip Results in Fine and Lost Hunting Privileges 


