
 Many of the firearm big game hunting seasons in the Sheridan Region open 
either October 1 or October 15 .  These hunting seasons offer old friends, families or 
first time hunters the opportunity to create memories that will last forever.  The pho-
tos below tell the stories of those memories.  
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 Spawning of lake, brown, and brook trout at the Story Fish 
Hatchery in October resulted in 4 million eggs collected.  The num-
ber of eggs collected and the fish species or hybrid that will result 
from the spawning activity is as follows: 

 Brown Trout = 1,000,000 
 Brook Trout  = 1,200,000 
 Lake Trout = 1,100,000 
 Tiger Trout (brook-brown trout hybrid) = 500,000 
 Splake  (brook-lake trout hybrid)= 200,000 
 

Some of the eggs will be hatched at the Story Fish Hatchery, while 
the others will be shipped to Game & Fish hatcheries in Wyoming 
or other states.  The fingerling fish that will result from the eggs 
hatched at Story will also be shipped to other hatcheries where the 
small fish are grown to a size suitable for stocking in 2018 or 2019.  

Fall Spawning at the Story Fish Hatchery 

 Terrestrial Habitat Biologist Todd Caltrider and Aquatic Habitat Technicians Matt Kempinger and Ty-
ler Rockhill conducted stream surveys on Beaver Creek west of Kaycee.  Beaver Creek is extremely incised and 
the ability of woody vegetation to become established is limited due to the steep, ditch like banks currently on 
the creek.  Installing structures that catch and redeposit sediment could improve the stream condition in a 
manner that would create more diversity in stream architecture and reduce down cutting.  However, before 
structures can be installed, stream surveys had to be conducted to assess the stream condition to determine 
what type of structures would be most effective at catching sediments. 

Determining the Prescription to Fix a Stream 

Tyler Rockhill wades through Beaver Creek conducting a long 
Pro survey. The tall grass seen in the picture is an invasive 
reedgrass. The tall grass made surveying quite difficult.  

Matt Kempinger holds the tape measure while surveying Bea-
ver Creek.  

Eggs are taken from a brook trout female at Story 
Fish Hatchery.  
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Game Wardens Busy With Illegal Kills During October  

 Sheridan Region game wardens investigated numerous reports of big game animals that were not re-
covered after being shot, abandoned, dumped after removing the head, only a small amount of meat was re-
moved from the animal or the wrong species or gender of animal taken.   The photos below show some of the 
cases.     

Bull elk taken on 
cow elk license 
North of Gillette 
(photo at right).  

Dayton Game Warden Dustin Shoma investigates a wasted 
spike elk near Burgess Junction (photo at left).  

Animal parts dumped on a 
Walk-In Area south of Gil-
lette (photo above).  

Mule deer doe taken on 
white-tailed deer doe/
fawn  only license (photo 
above).  

Deer in the Fortification Area shot with 
archery equipment and only the head re-
moved (photo above).   Arrow was still in 
the deer (red arrow) when investigated by 
WGFD.   

A white-tailed 
buck shot and 
left on a 
ranch near 
Kaycee.  It 
appeared the 
animal was 
shot with a 
small caliber 
f i r e a r m 
(photo at 
right).  

A mule deer doe shot and wasted on 
public land east of Sheridan (photo 
above).  

Buck antelope  shot south of 
Kaycee the day before the sea-
son opened (photo above).  
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This antelope is approximately one year old.  It has lost the middle 
two incisors and the replacement permanent teeth are just starting 
to emerge.  

 While hunting pronghorn antelope in Wyoming many hunters will stop at a game check station. At 
these check stations, you will often find more than one WGFD employee at the tailgate of a parked truck, hud-
dled around harvested animals and their hunting party. Usually, one biologist will examine each animal while 
hollering out numbers to the other biologist, who will record the information onto a piece of paper, tablet, or 
smart phone. More often than not, when hunters hear “this pronghorn is two years old,” looks of skepticism 
immediately follow.  Next, the hunter will usually ask the biologist how they know how old their antelope is 
and the biologist will explain the process for aging an antelope. 

If you pull down the front lip of a pronghorn and look at the front teeth, the incisors, the first thing you’ll no-
tice is that they only have lower front teeth.  As you move from the front of the jaw to the back, you will see 
four front teeth on either side of the jaw (eight total) followed by a toothless gap before the start of the pre-
molars and molars. You only need to examine the tooth replacement pattern of the incisors to estimate the 
field age of a pronghorn.  

You can easily recognize a fawn antelope because of their smaller size, shorter face pro-
file, and the presence of all eight deciduous incisors (also known as baby teeth or milk 
teeth).   

 

Each year, one of the deciduous incisors on each side of the jaw will be replaced by a 
permanent adult tooth. This replacement starts with the front two teeth. So a yearling 
pronghorn will have two permanent adult front incisors followed by three deciduous 
incisors on each side.  

 

By the next year’s hunting season, that same pronghorn will be approximately two  
years old and the second deciduous incisors will have been replaced by two more per-
manent adult teeth.  
 

 

 

During the pronghorn’s third year, the third incisors are replaced.  

 

 

By the time the pronghorn is a four year old, the fourth permanent incisors, which are 
actually the canines even though they look like incisors, will have erupted.  At this point 
all of the eight incisors will be permanent adult teeth and all a biologist can determine 
in the field is the pronghorn is at least four years old.  To determine an accurate age for 
antelope four years old and older, biologists can extract and send the middle two inci-
sors to a lab for aging.  There are some variations to incisor replacement as teeth do not 
always replace at the same time 

Hopefully, now you can impress all your friends (and your local biologists) by field aging your own pronghorn.  

Now the test; how old is the antelope shown in the photo below? Answer below. 

How Old is Your Antelope? 


