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 Coffee With G&F At Sportsman’s Warehouse  

 Early in February, Sportsman’s 
Warehouse in Gillette teamed up with 
Game and Fish to host a “Coffee with 
Game and Fish” event.  About 36 
sportsmen and women stopped by to 
discuss a wide variety of fish and wild-
life related issues with G&F employ-
ees.    
 
The Sheridan G&F Region would like 
to thank Sportsman’s Warehouse 
manager Mike Loutas for hosting G&F 
and the hunters and anglers that 
stopped by to ask questions and pro-
vide comments.   

Sheridan Region Fisheries Biologist Andrew 

Nikirk answers fishing questions posed by a 

local angler (photo at left).  

North Gillette Game Warden Brooke Weaver (on 

left) and Gillette Wildlife Biologist Erika Peckham 

(on right) discuss hunting season regulations 

with an interested hunter.  

South Gillette Game Warden Dustin Kirsch 
(background on left) visits with hunters. (photo 
above). 



 Sheridan Region Monthly Newsletter 
 March 2017 

                                                                                                                                                              

 South Gillette Game Warden Dustin Kirsch received a report from a local coal mine of  an owl that 
had been found in an oil drum.  The oily owl was recovered, and Gillette Wildlife Biologist Erika Peckham 
teamed up with North Gillette Game Warden Brooke Weaver to clean up the angry owl.  After repeated wash-
ings with Dawn dish soap, the oil was removed and the owl’s plumage returned to it's normal fluffy state.    
After feeding the owl several times, it was released the next day close to where it was found. 

North Gillette 
Game Warden 
Brooke Weaver 
opens the door of 
the transport 
cage to release 
the owl (photo at 
left). 

The oily Great horned 
owl before repeated 
washings with Dawn 
dish soap to remove 
the oil (photo at left).  

Great Horned Owl Gets Second Chance 

The owl flew 
from the trans-
port cage to the 
top of a nearby 
hilltop, then 
looked back 
toward  the spot 
it had been re-
leased (photo at 
right). 

The owl after the oil 
was removed and it’s 
plumage restored 
(photo at right).   
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Elk Collared for Brucellosis Study 

 In mid-February, 53 elk were captured over 
three days by Native Range, Inc., a contract animal cap-
ture service, using a helicopter.  The net-gunning opera-
tion is part of an ongoing study to better understand the 
ecology of brucellosis and elk in the Bighorn Mountains 
and the lower Greybull River. 
 
Each captured elk had blood drawn, was ear tagged and 
fitted with a satellite radio telemetry collar that will pe-
riodically transmit the elk’s location to a database.  The 
collared elk will allow Game and Fish wildlife biologists 
to determine seasonal movements. Blood and tissue 
samples collected from hunter harvested elk will pro-
vide information to better understand genetic strains of 
the brucellosis bacteria and determine how it may have 
spread to the Bighorn Mountains. 
 
Since 2012, Game and Fish has documented nine sero-
positive elk along the western flank of the Bighorn 
Mountains through testing hunter-harvested elk.  Sero-
positive test results indicate an individual elk has been 
exposed to the bacteria, but may or may not be infected 
with the disease. 

A Native Range, Inc. “mugger” (photo at left) displays the net gun 
used to capture and collar elk.  Note  the net loaded into the cone of 
the net gun.  When the gun is fired from the helicopter the net is pro-
pelled out of the cone of the net gun and encircles the elk.  The elk be-
comes entangled in the net and the mugger exits the helicopter and 
quickly restricts the movement of the critter so blood can be taken 
and a collar placed on the elk.  

A view through a spotting scope of Native Range Inc. employ-
ees working on a captured elk.  

Native Range Inc. employees quickly unload nets and blood 
samples at the staging area during the capture event.  
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Lake Trout Going to Park Reservoir are Marked 

 Lake trout being raised at Story Fish Hatchery were fin 
clipped in February to continue a long-term evaluation of the ef-
fectiveness of lake trout stocking in Park Reservoir.  The clipped 
adipose fin will not grow back. Game and Fish Department fish-
eries biologists can determine during net sampling surveys done 
in future years if a captured lake trout is a stocked or wild 
fish.  Lake trout are being stocked to hopefully reduce the abun-
dant suckers in Park Reservoir and provide a trophy fishery. 

Elk Wrangling—All in a Days Work 

 Occasionally elk 
that winter on the Kerns 
Wildlife Habitat Manage-
ment Area (WHMA) will 
find their way around the 
eight-foot high barrier 
fence that is supposed to 
keep them on the WHMA.  
When this happens Day-
ton Game Warden Dustin 
Shorma will move the elk  
back onto the WHMA so 
they do not access hay-
stacks on private land. 
The photo at the left 
shows a herd of elk being 
moved back onto the 
Kerns WHMA.  

The adipose fin of a 
fingerling lake 
trout is clipped off 
to mark the fish so 
it can be identified 
in future sampling 
events.  

Story Hatchery  Senior Fish Culturist Brad 
Hughes fin clips  a fingerling lake trout that will 
be stocked in Park Reservoir  later this year.  




