
 In February the last cow elk to be collared in the Bighorn Mountains as part of 
a brucellosis research project were captured.  The collars deployed on the elk will 
transmit a location twice a day for the next three to four years.   The purpose of the 
research project is to determine how seasonal elk movements may spread the disease 
within the entire Bighorn Mountain elk population.    

Native Range Capture Services of Elko Nevada, the company contracted by the Game 
and Fish Department, were able to capture and collar 60 elk in four days.  
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Brucellosis Study Elk Captures 

The capture helicopter (at right in photo) moves into position to net gun cow elk south of Sheridan.   
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Sheridan Region Habitat and Access Coordinator Seth Rose-
berry (in tractor) lowers the one ton boat ramp anchor onto 
fence posts being placed by Sheridan Region Fish Biologist 
Andrew Nikirk.   Once on the posts, the concrete anchor was 
rolled out to a location about 20 yards offshore.  

Boat Dock Anchor Replaced at Monument Ramp at Lake DeSmet 

Sheridan Region Habitat and Access Coordinator Seth Rose-
berry checks the placement of the boat dock anchor on the 
bottom of the bay in front of the Monument Area boat ramp.  

 The Sheridan Fish Management Crew teamed up with Sheridan Region Habitat and Access Coordi-
nator Seth Roseberry to replace the boat dock anchor at the Monument Boat Ramp at Lake DeSmet.  The 
mounting bracket broke off the original dock anchor so a new anchor had to be placed about 20 yards off-
shore.  Without a new anchor the boat dock could not be launched later this spring.   

The major problem was how to place a 2,000 pound concrete anchor exactly where it needed to be.  Equip-
ment necessary to place the anchor during the open water period was not readily available so it was decided 
to place the anchor when the lake was ice covered.  The concrete anchor was rolled out on the ice to the de-
sired location using fence posts as “wheels”.  Once in the desired location, a chain saw was used to cut a nar-
row channel from the anchor back to the dock setting on the boat ramp.  Cable was then attached to the an-
chor and threaded back to the boat ramp via the trench.    The chain saw was then used to cut the ice around 
the anchor so it could sink to the bottom.   Everything worked just as planned and the new boat dock anchor 
will allow the dock to be deployed later this spring.  Game and Fish would like to thank the two members of 
the Northern Wyoming Walleyes Unlimited Club in Sheridan for taking time to clear the snow off the ice so 
the anchor could be rolled out and placed.  
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Elk Trend Count Surveys 

Wyoming Game and Fish Department Sheridan Region wildlife biologists completed winter elk trend 
surveys in February.  Wildlife managers utilize trend surveys to count as many elk as possible to provide an 
indication of the population trends.  Obviously, not all elk are counted, but with favorable survey conditions 
(snow cover) a high percentage of the elk can be observed.  These trend counts are flown with either a small 
airplane or helicopter.  A digital camera is used to obtain images of the larger herds.  The photographs are then 
downloaded to a computer and the numbers of elk are tallied. 

This year with unfavorable survey conditions in Hunt Area (HA) 33 only 101 elk were counted, about 1,200 less 
than expected.  Elk moving into HA 34 from HA 35 coupled with poor survey conditions revealed 1,394 elk in 
HA 34 and only 360 in HA 35.  Only 652 elk were tallied in HA 36, about 25o less than last year.  Further 
north, 2,108 elk were counted in HA 37  and 1,404  in HA 38.  Low elk counts in some areas this year are at-
tributed to sampling error and are not considered to be a reflection of actual elk numbers. Based on harvest 
data, landowner satisfaction, and other field observations there are still robust and productive elk populations 
in the Sheridan Region.  Hunting seasons being planned for 2018 in these hunt areas are expected to have in-
creased opportunity as a result of this year’s counts.                                            (Answer to question above is: 415) 

A digital image of a 
herd of elk is 
enlarged and a GIS 
program is used to 
enumerate the elk by 
clicking on each elk.  
When the elk is 
clicked on, a colored 
dot is placed on the 
elk and the number 
is tallied.  

A large herd of elk in 
Hunt Area 35.  How 
many elk do you 
think is in this herd?  
The answer appears 
below. 
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North Gillette Game 

Warden Kristen Da-

vanon  (photo at left) 

prepares to check ice 

anglers at a Keyhole 

Reservoir ice fishing 

tournament on Feb-

ruary 10 when the 

temperature was 

minus 15 degrees 

(photo above).  

 Gillette area game 
wardens Dustin Kirsch 
and Kristen DaVanon 
checked ice fishermen 

during an ice fishing tournament 
at Keyhole Reservoir on a very 
cold February 10th.   The game 
wardens used cross country skies 
to check fishing regulation com-
pliance. One violation was docu-
mented involving a northern pike 
kept by an ice fisherman that was 
short of the 30 inch minimum 
length required for harvesting a 
northern pike.  

Cold Day for a Fishing Tournament  

Winter Continues to be Difficult for Wildlife 

 Bitter cold temperatures and heavy snow, 
forced elk and deer into hay stack yards and areas 
where they normally don’t winter.  An elk herd that 
usually winters near Moncrieff Ridge south of Sheri-
dan, moved east and some even crossed Interstate 
90.   The Wyoming Dept. of Transportation placed  
dynamic messaging signs along I90 to warn motor-
ists that elk may be on the road.   

One of many deer mortalities documented by game wardens 
and game biologists in the Sheridan Region this winter.  

Dynamic messaging sign along I90 south of Sheridan.   
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