
 This spring, Ryan Bagley and Luke May, having recently completed training 
at the Wyoming Law Enforcement Academy, joined the Sheridan Region as game 
wardens.   The two new game wardens will be spending considerable time this sum-
mer working watercraft safety and fishing enforcement at Keyhole, Lake DeSmet and 
other waters in the Sheridan Region. 
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New Game Wardens in Sheridan Region 

Ryan Bagley (photo at left) was raised in 

Star Valley, WY.  He graduated from the 

University of Wyoming (UW) in Decem-

ber of 2015 with a Bachelor of Science 

degree in Wildlife and Fisheries Biology 

and Management. Before attending UW, 

Bagley spent four years on active duty in 

the United States Marine Corps.  He has 

always enjoyed the outdoors and the ex-

cellent hunting and fishing opportunities 

that Wyoming has to offer.   Bagley looks 

forward to serving the people of the 

Sheridan Region and assisting with the 

conservation of this area’s great wildlife 

resource.  

Luke May (photo at right) was raised in 

Jackson, WY. He grew up hunting, fish-

ing, backpacking, and camping with his 

family and friends. May graduated from  

UW in the spring of 2014 with a Bachelor 

of Science degree in Zoology. After at-

tending UW, May worked a variety of 

jobs including Fellow for the Wyoming 

Chapter of the Wildlife Society and an 

ecologist for the Wyoming Wetlands So-

ciety in Jackson.  May is excited to start a 

career where his passions for the wild 

places of Wyoming and working with 

people can be combined on a day-to-day 

basis.   
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 On May 10th, Buffalo Game Warden Jim 

Seeman received a report of a dead antelope that 

appeared to have been shot south of Buffalo on the 

Bull Creek state lands.  Seeman arrived at the loca-

tion and found a buck antelope that had been shot 

in the back of the neck.  The only evidence Seeman 

was able to obtain from the field necropsy of the 

antelope was a small piece of orange plastic–the 

polycarbonate tip of the bullet that killed the ani-

mal.  Seeman suspected the animal had been shot 

the previous evening from the county road.  Upon 

examining a portion of the nearby Klonkide Road, 

he was able to collect evidence where a vehicle had 

left the road and stopped about 175 yards from the 

poached antelope.  Using a metal detector, Seeman 

was able to recover a .17 HMR cartridge case.  Pho-

tographs of the tire impressions were taken.  After 

visits to the local sporting goods store and tire 

store, Seeman determined he was looking for a pas-

senger car, a .17 HMR rifle and Hornady brand bul-

lets. With other evidence collected from the scene, 

including a bag from a fast food res-

taurant that contained a receipt time 

dated May 9th at 6:25 p.m.,  Seeman 

had a hunch the perpetrators were 

most likely high school age boys.  Af-

ter two days of following leads and 

spending time in the Buffalo High 

School parking lot looking at vehicle 

tires, Seeman found a Honda Odyssey 

with the exact tires matching the im-

pressions that were at the scene.   In 

the back of the vehicle was a .17 HMR 

rifle.  With the evidence collected, See-

man was able to get a 17-year-old boy 

to admit he was out target shooting 

with a friend and his 11-year-old 

brother when the antelope was shot.   

Poached Antelope Case Solved 

Buck antelope that was shot south of Buffalo along the Klondike Road in early May.  

The small plastic polycarbonate tip from the .17 HMR bullet that 
killed the poached antelope. Buffalo Game Warden Jim Seeman 
found the plastic tip while conducting the field necropsy of the ante-
lope.  
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How Many Largemouth Bass Are There in Healy Reservoir? 

 The Sheridan Region Fish Management Crew is 

determining approximately how many largemouth bass 

are in Healy Reservoir using a standard mark-

recapture population estimate technique.   The popula-

tion estimate is done by collecting largemouth bass 

with a boat electrofishing unit.  Using a specialized 

boat, an electrical current is passed through the water 

temporarily stunning the fish so they can be netted and 

placed into a tank in the boat.  The bass are then 

“marked” with a Floy tag, a small thin piece of plastic 

that has an identifying number printed on it.   The tag 

is placed in the fish’s back near the dorsal fin.  During 

the fish collection events, tiger muskie were also cap-

tured and tagged to see if enough could be tagged and 

recaptured to calculate a population estimate on that 

species as well.  

Several fish collection trips are conducted, and during each trip, as bass and tiger mukie are collected, it is 

noted if they already have been tagged or not.  If they are tagged, the number on the tag is recorded; if a col-

lected fish is not tagged, a tag will be placed on the fish.  After several collection trips the ratio of tagged versus 

untagged fish is used to calculate an estimate of the population size.  Population estimates can be useful in un-

derstanding  the ecology and dynamics of a fish population and determine if management actions are needed 

to adjust predator or prey populations.   

Largemouth bass  showing position of Floy tag on fish.  Sheridan Region Fisheries Technician Seth Carrol 
with largemouth bass captured at Healy Reser-
voir.  

Boat electrofishing at dusk on Healy Reservoir.   Electrofishing at 
dusk or after dark can increase the catch rates of largemouth 
bass and tiger muskie.  

Close-up of 
Floy tag on a 
lar gemo uth 
bass (photo at 
right).  
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Owl Rescue in Gillette 

 Bighorn Middle School students spent 

their community service day helping the Sheri-

dan Bird Farm Crew cleanup the bird farm 

grounds.  

Bighorn Middle School students pose for a photo at the end 
of their community service day.  

After reconstructing the owl nest, Gil-
lette Wildlife Biologist Erika Peckham 
tested the  overall strength of the nest.  

The  juvenile  owls were found on 
the ground (photo above) and 
placed in the reconstructed nest 
(photo at right).     

Bighorn Middle School Students Help Clean Up Bird Farm 

 Gillette Wildlife Biologist Erika Peckham and North Gillette Game Warden Brooke Weaver responded 
to a call of a reported owl nest that had fallen out of a tree.  Peckham and Weaver were able to reconstruct the 
nest and locate the juvenile owls while being carefully watched by two adult owls perched in a nearby tree.  
After Peckham tested the structural stability of the nest, the juvenile owls were placed back in the recon-
structed nest.   
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Kaycee Outdoors Day 

 Several Wyoming Game and Fish em-
ployees converged on Kaycee in mid -May to 
help with the Kaycee Outdoors Day held at 
the Kaycee School for middle school stu-
dents.   The 38 kids participated in  six ac-
tivities including archery, spin casting, lure 
making, air soft pistol shooting, using a GPS 
to read a map and rangeland plant identifi-
cation.     
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Long-billed Curlew Surveys  

 Buffalo Wildlife Biologist Dan Thiele participated in sur-

veying long-billed curlews in Wyoming by completing a survey 

southeast of Buffalo.  Long-billed curlews are North America’s 

largest shorebird, standing about 23-inches tall.  Beginning be-

fore sunrise during the courtship and breeding season, the sur-

veys are completed to determine the bird’s distribution and esti-

mate the population.  The surveys are conducted in the bird’s 

preferred habitat of short-grass and mixed-grass prairies.  Once 

common, numbers declined due to habitat conversion to farm 

ground.  In Wyoming, the long-billed curlew is classified as a 

species of greater conservation need. 

A long-billed curlew photographed by Buffalo Wildlife 
Biologist Dan Thiele while conducting a survey for the 
birds southeast of Buffalo.     

Sheridan Region Employees Participate in Special Olympics Torch Run 

 Sheridan Region Office Manager Lori Roe and Access Yes Coordinator Troy Tobiasson participated 

in the Special Olympics' Torch Run to kickoff the Wyoming Special Olympics games.   Joining the G&F em-

ployees on the Run were Special Olympic athletes from RENEW and employees from the Sheridan Police 

Department, Sheridan County Sheriffs Office and Wyoming Highway Patrol.    

Sheridan Region Office Manger Lori Roe (red arrow) and Access Yes 
Coordinator Troy Tobiasson (green arrow) pose for a group photo with 
the participants of the Torch Run.  

Access Yes Coordinator Troy Tobiasson (on right) 
runs in the Special Olympics Torch Run in Sheridan.  


