
 In late June, the Sheridan Fish Management Crew, with help from other fish 
management and fish culture personnel from across the state, as well as Fish Division 
administrators, sorted through two loads of walleye from the Garrison National Hatch-
ery in North Dakota.  The sorting was done to ensure unwanted species were removed 
before  the walleye were stocked in Wyoming waters.   After the sorting was completed, 
the walleye fingerlings were transported to several waters across Wyoming east of the 
continental divide.  Waters receiving walleye included Keyhole and LAK Reservoirs in 
northeast Wyoming; Grey Rocks, Wheatland #1, Hawk Springs, Packers Lake and Rock 
Lake in southeast Wyoming; Ocean Lake in the central part of the state and Deaver, 
Harrington and Wardell Reservoirs in the Bighorn Basin.  The State of Wyoming traded 
trout to the State of North Dakota to obtain the walleye.  
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1.18 Million Walleye Stocked in Wyoming Waters 

Fingerling walleye are poured on the 
“sorting  table” and as they move down the 
table unwanted organisms are removed.  

The photo at left shows a close–up of the small 
organisms that were removed from the load 
of walleye fingerlings.  The two  organisms on 
the left of the photo  (red arrows) are smaller 
than a pea, while the tadpole on the right is a 
little smaller than a dime. 
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 The photo above of a sauger, held by Sheridan Fish Management Technician Becky Hixenbaugh, 
represents a milestone in the history of sauger occurrence in the reach of Clear Creek above the Kendrick Di-
version Dam.    Constructed around 1900, the Kendrick Diversion Dam prevented upstream movement of fish 
until a fish passage bypass was completed in 2007.  While many other species of fish have used the bypass 
channel to get around the diversion dam in the last 10 years, the sauger captured in June was the first one 
documented by Game and Fish to have used the bypass channel to access another 36 miles of stream habitat.    

First Sauger Documented Above Kendrick Dam in Over 100 Years 

Buffalo Wildlife Biologist Dan Thiele 
talked about mule deer ecology and 
population dynamics with the kids that 
attended Camp Wild.  This conserva-
tion and outdoor recreation camp, held 
in Story in early June, was one of sev-
eral that Game and Fish hosted across 
the state for kids entering 5th or 6th 
grades.  

Camp Wild Kids Learn about Mule Deer 
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Ducks Unlimited Green Wings Event 

 The Sheridan Region of the Wyoming Game and Fish Department participated in the Ducks Unlimited 

Green Wings Youth Event by providing the archery equipment (compound bows, arrows, 3-D targets and back-

stop) and supervising the archery shooting station.  Nearly 75 kids, ranging in age from 6 to 18, took their turn 

trying to hit one of the 3-D targets that were set up.  While the frog and dinosaur targets were popular with the 

younger kids, the older age kids preferred to shoot at the buck white-tailed deer or the bighorn sheep targets.  

Two of the four Game and Fish employees that helped at the event are shown in the photo above, Andrew 

Nikirk (left side of photo in red shirt) and Nate Brown (squatted down on right side of photo).   Tim Thomas 

and Bud Stewart helped out, but are not shown in the photo.  Several other conservation organizations partici-

pated in the event.  

Sheridan Region Game Wardens Ryan Bagley (in middle) and Luke May (on right) 
interview an angler that stopped at the angler check station at Keyhole Reservoir.  

Angler Check Station at Keyhole Reservoir 

 An angler check station was 
conducted at Keyhole Reservoir in 
early June.  During the check station, 
52 vehicles were stopped resulting in 
interviews with 98 anglers.  Anglers 
reported good fishing with walleye, 
crappie, smallmouth bass and yellow 
perch being the most frequently 
caught.  During the check station, eight 
citations or warnings were issued in-
cluding four for not leaving a patch of 
skin on fish fillets, two for transporting 
live game fish, and one each for an over 
limit of walleye and an under length 
northern pike.     
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Upper Powder River Mule Deer Herd Unit Habitat Assessments  

Kaycee Game Warden Cody Bish snaps a photo of Buffalo 
Wildlife Biologist Dan Thiele and Terrestrial Habitat Biolo-
gist Todd Caltrider riding up Long Canyon while they were  
conducting habitat assessments for mule deer. 

Buffalo Wildlife Biologist Dan Thiele and 
Kaycee Game Warden Cody Bish assessing 
browse pressure on a curl–leaf mountain 
mahogany stand in Buffalo Creek Canyon.  

Long Canyon, near Kaycee   

 Wyoming Game and Fish Department personnel spent considerable time in June conducting habitat 
assessments throughout the Upper Powder River Mule Deer Herd Unit.  These current assessments will es-
tablish a baseline to compare to future habitat assessments.   The comparisons will allow  Department biolo-
gists to gain a better understanding of the long term effects habitat changes have on mule deer populations.  
It will also provide the Department an opportunity to find areas where habitat improvement projects could 
benefit mule deer. 
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Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout Restoration 

 Restoration of native Yellowstone cut-
throat trout populations in the West Pass Creek 
watershed in northwest Sheridan County is an 
ongoing project.  Aquatic Habitat Biologist 
Travis Cundy teamed up with Habitat and Ac-
cess Coordinator Seth Roseberry to dig a trench 
to determine the  suitability of the soils for a po-
tential barrier.  Fish barriers will be necessary to 
prevent unwanted fish species from moving up-
stream and mixing with Yellowstone cutthroat 
trout populations.  

Birds!  

Terrestrial Habitat Biologist 
Todd Caltrider took the 
photo above of a sage-
grouse hen escorting her  
chicks across the Echeta 
Road northwest of Gillette.  Dayton Game Warden Dustin 

Shorma snapped the photo 
above through his spotting 
scope of an Upland Sandpiper.  

While helping Audubon Wyo-
ming band birds, Gillette Wild-
life Biologist Erika Peckham   
took the photo on the right of a 
Bullock's Oriole.   


