
 Deer classification surveys 
were completed in the four Sheridan Re-
gion mule deer herd units in December.  
Classification surveys are conducted by 
wildlife biologists and game wardens us-
ing ground surveys in accessible areas and 
helicopter surveys in more rugged and 
remote habitats.   Classification surveys 
provide information to wildlife managers 
on the productivity of the herd, deter-
mined by the number of fawns per 100 does following the hunting season.  If the fawn 
ratio is equal or greater than 66 fawns per 100 does, the population is expected to be 
increasing or stable going into the winter season.  Buck ratios, or the number of bucks 
observed for every 100 does observed provides an indication of the proportion of bucks 
in the herd.  During the survey, bucks are separated into antler classes based on esti-
mated antler width to give wildlife managers additional information on the quality of 
bucks found in the herds.  In addition, yearling buck ratios provide an indication of 
how well the prior year’s fawn crop survived the previous winter.   

Nearly 10,200 mule deer were observed during the classification surveys.  In the Pow-
der River Herd Unit (Hunt Areas 17, 18, 23 and 26) there were 37 bucks per 100 does 
and 68 fawns per 100 does, while in the Upper Powder River Herd Unit (Hunt Areas 
30, 32, 33, 163 and 169) there were 43 bucks per 100 does and 70 fawns per 100 does.  
The Pumpkin Buttes Herd Unit (Hunt Areas 19, 29 and 31) had 44 bucks per 100 does 
and 65 fawns per 100 does.   The Sheridan Region contains only the hunt areas on the 
east side of the North Bighorns Herd Unit (Hunt Areas 24, 25, 27 and 28) where 37 
bucks per 100 does and 71 fawns per 100 does were classified.   

The surveys indicate that buck ratios continue to be high in all hunt areas and there 
are quality bucks remaining after the hunting season.  The yearling buck ratio suggests 
the 2016 fawn crop had good overwinter survival.  Fawn ratios were very similar to 
2016 and indicate that deer numbers should increase or remain stable barring a severe 
winter or spring storm.   

A significant amount of time and effort is required to 
adequately sample all deer hunt areas in the Sheridan 
Region.  However, the classification survey results pro-
vide vital data that is used in combination with other 
information to determine population trends and set 
hunting seasons. 

White-tailed deer were also surveyed in the Powder 
River White-tailed Deer Herd Unit which encompasses 
most of the Sheridan Region. There were 3,183 white-
tailed deer classified resulting in herd ratios of 70 
fawns per 100 does and 37 bucks per 100 does. 
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Sheridan Pheasant Farm—2017 Summary  

 During November and December 2017, Sheridan Bird Farm personnel, along with other 
game and fish personnel and volunteers, sorted, loaded and released 14,904 pheasants onto 14 
publicly accessible hunting sites in Sheridan, Johnson, Campbell, Bighorn and Fremont Coun-
ties.  During that period, 90 individual stocking events, or about 11 events per week took place.  
Vehicles used to haul and release birds logged just over 11,900 miles during these months. The 
vehicles traveled an average 1,490 miles per week to release an average of 1,851 pheasants per 
week.   Pheasant production at the Sheridan Bird Farm in 2017 totaled 16,329 of which 1,266 
hens and 159 roosters were kept at the farm for breeding purposes to produce pheasants for the 
2018 season.  
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Cold Spell Firms Up Ice 

 With the cold weather experienced in northeast 
Wyoming around Christmas, ice formed on most lakes 
and ponds and anglers quickly started ice fishing their 
favorite waters.  According to fish population surveys 
conducted by the Sheridan Regional Fish Management 
Crew during the summer and fall of 2017, ice anglers 
should enjoy good fishing this winter.   

The photos on this page show the diverse opportunities 
that are available to ice anglers across the Sheridan 
Region.  
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 The day after Christmas, an observant Gil-
lette resident spotted a bobcat roaming a subdivi-
sion in Gillette.  The person shared the photos 
shown on this page with North Gillette Game War-
den Kristen DaVanon.  

Bobcat Visits Gillette  

Some Deer Mortality Observed During Cold Period 

 Sheridan Region game wardens and biologists observed 
some deer mortalities, mostly fawns, during the late December 
cold period that swept across the area.  Even though the tempera-
tures were not extremely cold, and the snow was not that deep, it 
demonstrates the vulnerability of the smaller, weaker animals 
during these events.  The larger, more fit, fawns can typically sur-
vive a short term weather event like the one experienced at the 
end of December.  


