
 The Wyoming Game and 
Fish Commission approved fund-
ing a moose research project in 
the Bighorn Mountains at their 
November 2016 meeting in Sheri-
dan.  The Wyoming Cooperative 
Fish and Wildlife Research Unit 
at the University of Wyoming will 
lead the project with local assis-
tance from Sheridan and Cody 
Regional Wyoming Game and 
Fish Department employees.   In 
March, a contract animal capture 
crew was able to place 18 radio 
telemetry collars on cow moose in 
the Bighorns.  The telemetry col-
lars will enable wildlife research-
ers and biologists to determine 
the location of the collared cow 
moose several times each day for 
the next few years.  The informa-
tion obtained will help better un-
derstand seasonal movements, 
home range size and overall 
moose distribution in the Big-
horns. 

Once a cow moose was net- 
gunned from a helicopter, she 
was quickly restrained with hob-
bles and blindfolded.  A blood 
sample was taken and the body 
examined for ticks.  Next, an ul-
trasound was conducted to quan-
tify body fat and determine if the 
cow was pregnant.  Then, body 
dimension measurements (body 
length, metatarsal length, body 
girth behind the shoulder) were 
taken.  Prior to being released the  
radio telemetry collar and an ear 
tag were placed on the moose. 
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 Moose Research in the Bighorn Mountains  

The moose capture crew takes off to find and collar a 

cow moose 

A cow moose peers out from behind a tree after being 
collared in the Bighorn Mountains. 



 Sheridan Region Monthly Newsletter 
 April 2017 

                                                                                                                                                              

 Arvada-Clearmont (A-C) 7th and 10th grade students 
spent a morning dissecting rainbow trout as part of the Adopt-a-
Trout program they have been involved with since last fall.  The 
fish dissection class was the last part of the program that started 
in October 2016,  when A-C students, with help from Trout 
Unlimited, Game & Fish and the cooperation of The Ranch at 
Ucross, implanted tracking tags into trout from Piney Creek.   By 
locating the fish with the tracking tags several times since last 
October, the students have been able to follow the fish and learn 
where they spent the winter and where they have moved to in 
response to the warming water this spring.    

During the fish dissection class, the students were able to iden-
tify the fish’s internal organs and learn the function of each of 
the organs.   They also examined the fish’s external appendages 
and the purpose and function of those appendages.  

Arvada-Clearmont 
High School Science 
T e a c h e r  R o s s 
Walker (photo at 
right) points out 
what internal or-
gans the students 
should be finding.  

Students discuss what they have found 
during the dissections. 

Arvada-Clearmont Students Dissect Fish as part of Adopt-a-Trout 

Students carefully 
open up the body 
cavity of rainbow 
trout (photo at 
left). 

Sheridan Fish Biologist Andrew Nikirk explains fish anatomy during the fish dissection 
class that was part of the Adopt-a-Trout program at Arvada-Clearmont Public School.   
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2017 Fall Hunting Season Setting Meetings Completed in March 

 March is hunting season setting 
time across Wyoming.  Each G&F Region 
has several open houses and public infor-
mation meetings to discuss the proposed 
fall hunting seasons with the public.   
 
The Sheridan Region had three open 
houses and a final public information gath-
ering meeting in the last half of March.  
Open houses were held in Gillette, Buffalo 
and Sheridan, while the final meeting was 
in Sheridan.  During these meetings wild-
life biologists and game wardens  pre-
sented the proposed Fall 2017 hunting sea-
sons and listened to comments from the 
public.  Some of the proposed changes to 
the hunting seasons included increasing 
the number of elk licenses issued in Elk 
Hunt Area 35,  decreasing the number of 
antelope licenses issued in Antelope Hunt 
Areas 22 and 102 and eliminating the Type 
4 moose licenses in Hunt Areas 1 and 34.  
 
The most lengthy discussions were related 
to mule deer numbers and hunting seasons 
in the northern Bighorn Mountains.  
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Game & Fish Sets Up Informational Booths 

 Informational booths set up by G&F and the 
Wyoming Game Wardens Association at two events 
in Gillette attracted hundreds of interested people to 
observe the animal furs, skulls, antlers and horns, as 
well as the Poach Coach.   The booths were set up at 
the Wyoming Sportsman’s Association Banquet and 
the Children’s Festival.  The Poach Coach seemed to 
be especially attractive to those youngsters that 
wanted their photos to be taken while they were 
“behind bars.” 

A happy little girl was enamored with the 
gray wolf hide.   

The Poach 
C o a c h  a t -
tracted many 
youngsters to 
have their pho-
tos taken while 
in the  Coach.  

Gillette Wildlife Biologist Erika Peckham 
(photo at right) answers questions from those 
attending the Children’s Festival in Gillette.  


