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On the Ground
Bighorn sheep relocation

Along with help from
multiple partners,
volunteers, and area
landowners, the
Wyoming Game and Fish
Department relocated 20
bighorn sheep from the
Devil’s Canyon herd near
Lovell to the FerrisSeminoe herd north of
Rawlins.
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The bighorn sheep were
captured using a
helicopter net-gunning operation, outfitted with
satellite telemetry collars, transported by truck and
trailer and then released in Miner’s Canyon on the
east end of the Ferris Mountains to augment an
existing population of bighorn sheep.
Bighorn sheep populations in the Devil’s Canyon Herd
Unit continue to grow and the herd is now overBighorn sheep ewe getting her collar fitted before being loaded in a trailer and objective. The current population objective for this
transported to the Ferris Mountains
herd is 175 and during a July 2016 flight, 263 bighorn
sheep were counted. In the Ferris-Seminoe Herd
Unit, there are an estimated 150-170 bighorn sheep in the population, with a population objective of 300. This is the
fifth capture and transplant of bighorn sheep from the Devils Canyon Herd Unit to the Ferris-Seminoe Herd Unit; 12
sheep were transplanted in 2010, 25 in 2015, 24 in 2016, and 22 in early 2017.

We have great stuff on Facebook too! Visit and like us.
There you can see things like the bighorn sheep release video,
how these tracking collars work, and more.
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Behind the Badge
Deer with headgear

Game Wardens Linnea Sailor and Teal Cufaude recently darted two
deer in Rawlins to remove some additional headgear they picked up
during their travels around town. One had a tomato cage stuck on
her head and the other
was showing off a strand
of Christmas lights on his
antlers. Both seemed
happy to be released
after their headgear was
removed.
Above: Habitat and Access Biologist Mark Cufaude and
Warden Linnea Sailor staying by a doe after removing
a tomato cage that was stuck around her head. At
right: A buck with lights wrapped around his antlers.

Under the Water
Sauger numbers on the rise

After almost a decade of decline, 2016
and 2017 sampling showed sauger
numbers in the Wind River drainage have
increased to levels near those of the
early 2000s (Figure 1). Sampling was
conducted by the Game and Fish,
Shoshone and Arapaho tribes, and U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and included gill
netting on Boysen Reservoir and
electrofishing on the Wind, Little Wind,
and Popo Agie rivers.
Sauger catch rates in Boysen Reservoir
declined by 94%, and sauger numbers in
the Little Wind and Popo Agie rivers
declined by 73% from 2002 to 2011
(Figure 1). Data showed that the decline
Sauger from 2017 surveys.
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was caused by low natural reproduction. Data also showed that overfishing and increased mortality of adult fish did
not contribute to the population decline. Research on the cause or causes of low natural reproduction is ongoing.
Hypotheses include high water temperatures and dewatering of juvenile nursery areas during drought years of the
early 2000s
The recent numbers increase was caused by strong 2011 and 2014 – 2016 year classes, as the majority of captured fish
over the last two years hatched during those. It is currently unknown if stocking, natural reproduction, or a
combination of both contributed to the strong 2014 – 2016 year classes. To supplement the natural reproduction that
was lacking, the agencies conducted sauger stocking operations from 2013 – 2016. The stocking operations consisted
of capturing and spawning wild adults from the Wind River drainage, hatching the eggs and raising the young saugers
in a hatchery, and stocking them back into the wild. High snowpack that resulted in high river flows during those years
also created good conditions for natural reproduction. Research (primarily genetic analysis) is ongoing to determine
the contribution of stocked and wild fish to the 2014 – 2016 year classes. Data collection will occur through spring
2021.
The high numbers of young saugers that currently exist is promising
for the species’ persistence in the Wind River drainage and
Wyoming. The Wind River drainage population is unique among
sauger populations, and has high conservation value. Wind River
drainage saugers are genetically unique from and inhabit the highest
elevation of any North American sauger population. They are also
among the largest growing and longest-lived saugers. Saugers
captured in the Little Wind and Popo Agie rivers have been aged up
to 18 years, which is three years older than saugers in any other
population throughout the range of the species. The increase in
Figure 1. Estimated number of saugers > 8 inches with
standard error bars in the Wind, Little Wind, Popo Agie,
saugers also benefits Wyoming anglers, as many were caught by
and Little Popo Agie rivers from 2002 - 2017.
Boysen anglers during the past two ice fishing seasons.

If you don’t know, let it go!
Creel limits in the Wind River drainage are different for
sauger (2) and walleye (6). Note the differences on the left.
Please check your regulations for limits, storage and transportation regulations on these fish.
Did you catch a tagged sauger? Let us know. Write down
their unique id on the tag, note your location, and whether
you harvested or released then give us a call at 307-3322688.
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In the Field
Got deer, elk, antelope, or moose? Got fences?

Chances are if you own

Pronghorn pile up behind a five wire fence.

property anywhere in Wyoming, you have a big game
species on or near your
land, whether it’s a house
in town or a large ranch.
You may also have fences
on or around the property
that pose a problem for
wildlife, and those animals
are probably causing problems for you by damaging
those fences. There are a
lot of options available to
help reduce fencing issues –
for you and for wildlife.

Here are some questions to get you started:
1. What do you need your fence to do? Is it a livestock fence to keep stock in or out of your property? Or is it simply
a boundary fence to mark the edge of your property. Is the fence necessary?
2. If the fence is deemed necessary, what type of fence is it? Do you need that type of fence? If you have horses or
cattle, you probably don’t need the same type of fence as someone with sheep or goats. If it’s simply a boundary
fence, is there another way to mark the property to show neighbors or others they are crossing that boundary
that wouldn’t get in the way of wildlife.
3. Once you identify the type of fence you need, then
several considerations may be important to make
when it comes to reducing risks to wildlife. The season of your use for the fence (summer, winter, spring,
fall, or year-round) – if there are times the fence isn’t
needed to keep your domesticated animals in (or
other folk’s critters out), then can the fence be lowered, or gates left open to allow wildlife to move
more freely past the fence line?
4. Is the current fence in good condition or dilapidated
to the point it isn’t really helping contain livestock (or
pets)? Fences in poor condition often pose bigger hazMoose calf unable to get over or under the fence.
ards to wildlife than those in good shape.
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If you decide you need the fences you have, but they could be
modified, moved, or replaced with different styles of fence
that meet your needs and allow better wildlife passage, there
are many ways to make that happen. One common and well
accepted solution is to create a four-wire fence with the top
and bottom wires being smooth. Raising the bottom wire at
least 16” off the ground (18” is even better), and leaving 12”
between the top two wires with the top wire falling at a maximum of 42” above the ground (40” is even better).
This and many more suggestions to help you decide what
fence style best fits your needs and reduces the risks to wildFawn unable to get through fence or across cattle guard.
life can be found inside “A Wyoming Landowner’s Handbook
to Fences and Wildlife – Practical Tips for Fencing with Wildlife in Mind” which is available online at http://
wyomingwildlifefoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Fencing-Guide.pdf
However, even then the costs may be tough to handle, especially if there is a lot of fence to work on. Several agencies
and conservation groups offer cost-share assistance to help offset the burden of those costs. There might even be opportunities for volunteer labor, especially if you have an old fence that needs to be removed and you just don’t have
the time to get it done!
Remember – there’s really no such thing as a “wildlife-friendly” fence, but some fences are definitely easier for wildlife
to pass through than others! If you still have fencing questions please call the Lander Regional Office at 307-332-2688.
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In the Education
Owl gets more room

The educational great horned owl at the Lander Regional Office recently got an expanded mews
(enclosure for a bird of prey). With this expansion, he
can get more exercise and appears calmer when peo-

Mid-construction on expanding the mew s (enclosure for a
bird of prey).

ple enter his mews as he can increase the space
between himself and his caregivers. He is permanently injured due to retinal damage that limits
his sight, and he often travels to groups to help
educate them on many wildlife-related topics.
At left: During construction, the great horned owl spent
time inside the office. Above: Mews after completion.

With the Public
Share your thoughts

We are embarking on a major project, agency-wide to gather input from the public to chart a path for the future of
Wyoming’s wildlife is continuing with a series of public meetings. All people who are interested in the future of Wyoming’s wildlife are invited to the public input meetings. The meeting in the Lander Region will be on Tuesday, February
6 from 6—9 p.m. at the Fremont County Library’s Carnegie Room.
The meetings are one of the ways Game and Fish is gathering input the other ongoing effort is an online forum. The
forum and the full meeting schedule are accessible at wgfd.wyo.gov. There will also be a telephone survey of residents
and nonresidents.
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