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In the Air 
Grizzly Bear Observation Flights 

 

Annual grizzly 

bear observation 

flights are 

complete. These 

flights provide a 

literal bird’s eye 

view of suitable 

grizzly bear 

habitat in northwest Wyoming. Observations 

captured during these flights allow managers 

to demonstrate recovery through 

documentation of grizzly bear family groups 

and females with cubs-of-the-year. These 

observations are used in population 

estimation.  In August alone, 190 grizzly bears were observed 

during bear observation flights, including 29 observations of 

females with 53 dependent young, as well as scores of elk, 

bighorn sheep, deer, wolves, ravens, and some pronghorn that 

seemed to like the high country.  These systematic flights allow a 

consistent comparison of grizzly bear observations through time 

and allow evaluation of other factors that may impact 

sightability.   
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Inside 
 

Under the Water...pg 2 
 
On the Ground…..pg 3 
 
In the Field.…...pg 3-4 
 

View out of the window on an observation flight 

A solitary grizzly tops the ridgeline on Francs Peak 
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Under the Water 
Boysen Fishery 

 

Boysen Reservoir is a 

popular and diverse 

fishery located near the 

town of Shoshoni.  

Although most anglers 

visit to catch walleye, 

some are just trying to 

catch any fish. Game 

and Fish stocks rainbow 

trout to boost catch 

rates, and this seems 

especially helpful for 

those fishing from 

shore or during ice 

cover.  Unlike percids 

(i.e. walleye, sauger, 

and perch) that 

maintain populations 

by producing a large number of fast hatching eggs, 

rainbow trout are unable to reproduce in reservoirs 

because their eggs require longer incubation and 

flowing water.  With the exception of a few wild trout 

that migrate from the river, the trout fishery in 

Boysen Reservoir is sustained by stocking 60,000 to 

100,000 rainbow trout per year.  Trout aren’t stocked 

until they reach 10 inches in length because any trout 

less than 10 inches is vulnerable to predation by 

walleye. 

 

Trout abundance has increased the past three years 

following an increase in numbers stocked (Figure 1), 

this rebound should lead to better catch rates for 

anglers. 

 
 

 

Figure 1.  Average catch rates for rainbow trout in spring floating 

gill nets (2007 - 2016), Boysen Reservoir.  Error bars represent 

90% confidence intervals. 

Rainbow trout recently netted on Boysen Reservior. 
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On the Ground 
Creating Beaver Dams 

Habitat Biologists Betsy Morgan 

and Amy Anderson, accompanied by 

volunteers from multiple 

organizations, finished construction 

of eight beaver dam analogs (BDAs) 

in West Cottonwood Creek on 

Green Mountain. Juniper branches 

from an onsite conifer removal 

project and willow stakes from Red 

Canyon were woven between 

wooden posts to create a semi-permeable face. The base of 

the BDA was then packed with sod and rock to protect against 

scour. The structures should imitate the benefits that beavers 

bring to aquatic habitats, such as improved floodplain 

connectivity and water storage during summer months. A five

-year monitoring plan will be used to document the effect of 

BDAs to the channel and surrounding riparian area.  

 

In the Field 
Eclipse  

Game and Fish personnel working in the Lander Region contacted over 11,000 individuals during the solar eclipse in 

Fremont County.  These individuals came to Wyoming from 38 different states and from as far away as France, 

Germany, Switzerland, Holland, Sweden, Australia, Italy, Canada, Austria, Tahiti, and England.  Game and Fish 

personnel provided maps and other information (bear safety, fire, trash disposal, and etc.) at stations throughout some 

of the Commission-owned lands in the Region. They were able to answer numerous questions about wildlife and the 

surrounding area.   

 

At least 3000-4000 visitors went through the Whiskey Basin Information Station outside of Dubois on Saturday and 

Above: weaving willows and conifer branches to create a dam. At right: 
team of volunteers stand behind a completed dam. 
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Sunday.  Many of those individuals were heading to the Glacier Trail to spend the eclipse in the backcountry.  An 

additional information/education booth, with the U.S. Forest Service, in the town of Dubois provided 400 people 

information about bear safety and places to camp/visit in the area.  Near Pavillion, approximately 800-900 individuals 

showed up to camp at Ocean Lake Wildlife Habitat Management Area the evening prior to the eclipse (Aug. 20) and 

even more vehicles showed up the day of the eclipse.  The horse patrol on Ocean Lake contacted several camps, 

including a group of campers who told them that was the highlight of their trip.   

 

While personnel were out and about they also assisted numerous motorists and campers/hikers (flat tires, water, 

shuttles to the trailhead, purchase AIS decal on a smart phone, and etc.). After "totality" on Monday, Aug. 21, the 

common theme from those leaving was "thank you all for being here and how can we donate money."  Several people 

also mentioned it made them feel safe having Game and Fish staff around.  A couple nonresidents (Germany) even 

tracked down Game and Fish employees, out of uniform, at an event in Lander on the evening of the 21st  to thank 

them again and to figure out how to send money when they got home. 

 

Overall, the eclipse efforts were a great exercise in teamwork and a great success in outreach and public safety. 


