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In Partnership 
Landowner of the Year 

 

The Killebrew Ranch is the Lander 

Region’s 2017 Landowner of the Year. 
The Ranch, owned by Howard and 
Princess Killebrew, is a true multi-
generation, family cattle ranch 
producing black-angus across Fremont 
County. 
 
Their son David manages much of the 
“on-the- ground” operation, while 
daughter Kimberly coordinates many 
of the critical “behind the scenes” 
duties. As with any family ranch, David 
and Kimberly’s spouses and children 
contribute significantly to ranch 
operations. 
 

The Killebrews own substantial land 
holdings on Table Mountain, south of 

Lander within the Popo Agie Crucial Habitat Area. This area provides important habitats for a host of wildlife, but most 
importantly it provides crucial winter range for mule deer and nesting and 
brood-rearing habitat for sage grouse. Table Mountain is considered the most 
important mule deer winter range complexes along the Lander Front and one 
of the most important mule deer winter ranges within the Lander Region. 
 
The Department has worked collaboratively with the Killebrews over the past 
three years to develop a conservation and hunter access easement on Table 
Mountain to permanently protect this valuable wildlife habitat. In addition to 
permanently protecting this area, the Killebrews plan to expand habitat 
improvement projects to enhance mule deer habitat on their Table Mountain 

August 2017 

From left to right: Brian Parker (WGFD), David and Shannon Killebrew, Director Scott Talbott 
(WGFD), Kim and Kimberly Mckinney, WGF Commission President Keith Culver.  
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holdings. Additionally, David Killebrew volunteered countless hours as a member of the Lander-Green Mountain Mule 
Deer Working Group working with the Department to identify solutions to mule deer decline in the South Wind River 
and Sweetwater mule deer herds. This is all testament to their commitment to wildlife and wildlife enthusiasts in the 
Lander area. 
 
In addition to the Table Mountain conservation easement, the Killebrews are donating a big game hunter access 
easement on Table Mountain. Once finalized, this will allow hunting access on this property and adjoining public lands 
in perpetuity. Further, as part of the easement package, the Killebrews have donated additional hunter access, 
administrative access, and a right-of-way easement to land near Pavillion, WY. More information will be available once 
all aspects of this are finalized and we are hopeful the access will be available in the fall of 2018. 
 
The Killebrews, who are also all avid sportspersons, truly care about the wildlife resource and understand the 
importance of land stewardship and wildlife habitat conservation. 

 

Under the Water 
A Little Help in the Backcountry 

On August 1, sixteen members of the Wind River 

Back Country Horsemen met at the Brooks Lake 
Lodge to complete a service project with the 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department. The 
project entailed stocking 5,000 Yellowstone 
cutthroat (from the Ten Sleep Hatchery) into Upper 
and Lower Jade Lakes and stocking 3,000 tiger trout 
into Rainbow Lake (from the Daniel 
Hatchery).  These three lakes are on an every other 

year stocking rotation.   
 
The Jade Lakes have historically been stocked with Snake River 
cutthroat, but in 2013 the Game and Fish made the switch to 
Yellowstone cutthroat trout.  Rainbow Lake has historically been 
stocked with brook and brown trout along with some splake.  This 

Above, meeting to begin the day. At right and below, 
WGFD personnel and Backcountry Horseman loading fish 
into panniers. 
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is the first year the tiger trout have been stocked into Rainbow 
Lake.  Given the abundance of smaller brook trout and the aggressive 
nature of the tiger trout, this should make for an exciting tiger trout 
fishery in a year or two, and a better brook trout fishery as the 
numbers of brook 
trout should fall and 
the size of the brook 
trout should increase.  
 
In all, it took 18 pack 
horses to get the 

8,000 fish into the lakes.  Fish were loaded into heavy duty plastic bags 
with water, ice, and additional oxygen. The fish were then placed into 
panniers for the hour plus horse back ride into the lakes. All fish 
handled the ride into the lakes very well 
and arrived in great condition.  
 
The Game and Fish would like to thank 
the Wind River Back Country Horsemen 
for a job well done on the stocking 
operation.  This was a great project to 
work together on to keep the fisheries in 
the three lakes going strong. The Game 
and Fish would also like to thank the 
Brooks Lake Lodge for allowing us to 
stage and load fish on their 
property. Being able to stage on their 
property greatly improved the efficiency. 
We were able to load fish and  
get them on the trail.  

 
Other New Fish Species in the Region 

 

Tiger trout and Kokanee salmon, two fish species new to the 

Lander Region, are being caught in good numbers by anglers this 
summer. 
 
Tiger trout, a sterile hybrid between a brook trout and a brown 
trout, are being caught in Cow and Upper Silas lakes in the 
Shoshone National Forest.  In addition to being a species highly 
desired by anglers, tiger trout are a good management tool for 
biologists to control other fish populations.  Tiger Trout are 
aggressive predators with a large gape size, which enables them 
to eat bigger fish than brown trout and brook trout of the same 
size.  The fact that they are sterile ensures that they will not 

Far left, Panniers full of fish 
being tied to horses for the 
haul into high country lakes. 
Above, a Backcountry Horse-
man packs his string to deliver 
fish into Jade Lakes. At left, 
fish being released into Jade 
Lakes.  

Spawning Kokanee captured in Louis Lake in October 2016.  
Note the red fall spawning colors, whereas Kokanee captured 
during the summer will be silver.  Photo credit Paul Gerrity. 
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spread to other waters uncontrollably.  Tiger trout were stocked 
in Upper Silas Lake in 2014 and 2016 to improve a stunted brook trout 
population.  The goal of stocking tiger trout in Upper Silas Lake is to 
reduce the number and thereby increase the size of brook trout as well as 
create a tiger trout fishery.  Tiger trout were stocked in Cow Lake in 2015 
and 2017 to take advantage of an abundant lake chub population and 
create a new sport fishery for Lander-area anglers.  Anglers should be 
aware that the stocked tiger trout are still young and have not yet grown 
to their full size.  Tiger trout over 12 inches in Upper Silas Lake and over 
10 inches in Cow Lake are uncommon.  As these fish age, it will be 
exciting to see how large they get (the state record is just over 11 pounds 
from High Savory Reservoir) and what kind of angling opportunities they 
create! 
 
One-year-old Kokanee salmon were stocked in Louis Lake from 2014 – 
2016 to create an additional brood source for stocked fish in Wyoming.  
Historically, most Kokanee eggs were obtained from Flaming Gorge 
Reservoir; however, egg shortages in recent years caused the Game and 
Fish to attempt the creation of additional brood sources throughout the 
state.  Like all salmon, Kokanee change colors from silver to red when 
they spawn and will die after spawning.  The goal for Louis Lake is to 
maintain a naturally-reproducing Kokanee population that will produce 

extra eggs for the Game and Fish hatchery system. 
 

Although the brood source evaluation is ongoing, Kokanee have been a big hit by Louis Lake anglers over the past year.  
Anglers have had success catching Kokanee through the ice in the winter and from boats during the summer.  Most are  
between 9—14 inches long.  Hopefully, the Louis Lake Kokanee brood source experiment will be successful and create 
another good fishery for anglers in the Lander area. 
 
Here are where these three new sport fisheries are located: Louis Lake is approximately 26 miles from Lander on 
Shoshone National Forest Road 300 (the Loop Road).  Cow Lake is less than a ¼-mile hike east of the Loop Road 
between Fiddlers Lake and the Little Popo Agie River.  An approximate waypoint for Cow Lake is Z 12, E 0674851, N 
4720427 (datum NAD 1983).  Upper Silas Lake is an approximately 4-mile hike from the Christina Lake trailhead 
(located at Fiddlers Lake) by taking the Christina Lake Trail to the Silas Lake Trail. 

 
High Elevation Fishing  

In late July, anglers that risked a long hike knowing they may have to 

turn back because of deep snow were rewarded with good fishing, 
particularly at lakes near or less than 10,000 feet in elevation.  Most 
high-country lakes are now accessible; however, there are snow drifts 
in some areas greater than 10,500 that will still make some areas 
difficult or impossible to access.  For example, the Bears Ears Trail was 
still blocked by large snow drifts approximately six miles from the 
trailhead in late July, making access to the South Fork Little Wind 
River drainage difficult or impossible.  Areas that can now be accessed 
by anglers and hikers include Bears Ears Lake and the Silas, Atlantic, 

Tayo, and Smith Lake Creek drainages (these are not the only Thumb Lake golden trout. 

Tiger Trout from Upper Silas Lake, July 2017.  Photo 
credit Adam Herrera  
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accessible areas).  As always, please use good judgment and exercise caution when attempting to cross snow 
and ice in the backcountry this year. 
 

Behind the Badge 
Dove Banding 

In July, Teal Joseph began trapping and banding mourning 

doves near Rawlins. Wire mesh traps were set, which capture 
doves as they walk through funnels following a trail of millet 
or sunflower seeds. Once in the trap the doves are unable to 
walk back out since the opening is smaller on the inside of the 
trap. The age, gender, and molt stage of each dove captured 
is recorded, before being banded. Once the doves are 
banded, they are released. Hunters and the public are 
encouraged to report band information for any banded dove 
that they may harvest or find deceased. The information from 
the reported bands provides data on the distribution, 
movements, relative numbers, life span, and causes of death 
for mourning doves.  
 

 

In the Field 
Do GPS Units Really Help? 

Gertrude Street,  Vanessa Lane,  Prairie Breeze Road,  Riverview Cutoff,  

Dickinson Avenue. What do these names have in common? These and many 
others are all incorrect road names that have mysteriously appeared on GPS 
devices and maps over the last few years in the Lander area. Similar 
scenarios are probably found around the entire state of Wyoming and 
beyond. If this is the case are GPS units really even helpful and what troubles 
might they cause? 
 
One problem may arise when hunters look for hunt area boundaries. Most 
hunters consult the Wyoming Game and Fish Regulation description with 
legal road names and features. When the legal road names have been 
replaced by fictitious names that locals don’t recognize, this can be a big 
problem.  Sometimes these fictitious roads follow fictitious or old washed 
out routes as well. 

 
So, what is a hunter, angler, or traveler to do to avoid taking the “wrong” path, because in the end the responsibility 
still falls on you to be in the right place? The best bet for off-highway adventures would be to always carry a current 
map in addition to your GPS unit. Maps like Atlas/Gazetteer’s are not specific enough for most off-highway travel.  
Bureau of Land Management maps, however, are a good start. They show current roads and land status, and 
sometimes you may need several maps to cover the area you plan to roam. 
 

Teal Joseph and volunteer checking a mourning dove for age and 
molt stage before banding. 
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A good second map to have if in the Shoshone National Forest is the most current South Zone map available 
for the Washakie Ranger District near Lander and the Wind River Ranger District near Dubois – along with the 
corresponding Shoshone South ORV Trails Maps produced by the Wyoming State Trails Program. These are probably 
your go-to maps if you only plan to be in the Shoshone National Forest (the same combinations are available for all the 
other National Forests in Wyoming). Then, you can get even larger scale maps with topographic lines and more feature 
detail if you desire. 
 
All of this information is pretty well compiled into the GPS chips and updates available, but they are only as accurate as 
the maps the companies purchase – so you may be driving down a road, but your GPS may show you on an area with 
no road.  If you are using GPS units to follow hunt area boundaries, don’t forget you must follow the written 
descriptions as found in the hunting regulations for each species. It is still a good idea to know how to read your maps 
(the hunt area maps in the Game and Fish regulations are only intended to show you the basic location of each hunt 
area in the state). If you are still having trouble finding your hunting boundaries or your fishing spot, your local Game 
and Fish office is more than happy to help you sort it out. 

Game and Fish personnel and a volunteer hiking on the Bears Ears trail. 


