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Get Into Outreach 
Wyoming Outdoor Weekend and Expo 

 

The Wyoming Outdoor Weekend and Expo (WOW), 

hosted by the Lander Economic Development Association 
(LEDA) and the Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
(WGFD) is an annual event open to the public.  This event 
has been held in May, in Lander, for the past three years 
and was created in response to the cancellation of the 
WGFD Casper Expo in 2012.  WGFD in Lander was 
approached after the 2016 event about partnering with 
LEDA to make the event better in future years.  In 2017, 
WGFD did partner with LEDA to enhance the event with 
several outdoor learning opportunities and more 
personnel on hand to promote outdoor education and the 
community. 
 
Fremont County is an amazing place consisting of a lot of 
public land with endless outdoor recreation 
opportunities.  This event provides a way to showcase 
what the area has to offer while kicking off the outdoor 
season.  
 
This year a variety of 
hands-on education 
stations along with 
outdoor/recreation 
oriented vendors 
and communitywide 
field trips and 
activities were 
available.  The event 
offered more than 
75 exhibits/vendor 

booths and/or community field trips representing local agencies, organizations, 
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A 5th grader returned to the event with his family to tie more flies. 
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non-profits, and businesses.  This allowed those interested in 
the outdoors to participate in numerous activities as well as 
learn more about a variety of topics. 
 
Friday, May 19, the event hosted over 450 pre-registered 
students ranging from 3rd- 8th grades from 10 am - 2 pm at 
the Lander Community and Convention Center (LC&CC) and 
the Lander Old Timers Arena (moved from Sinks Canyon 
Center due to weather). The students were able to spend 20 
minutes each at several of the educational booths as well as 
spend some free time visiting with the vendors.  At 3 pm all 
activities moved to the LC&CC and it was opened up to the 
public. 
 
Along with these activities, a free food and happy hour was 

provided to all participants on Friday evening.  This consisted of foods using locally raised products (meat and produce) 
prepared and served by the Wyoming Catholic College and sponsored by the Mule Deer Foundation as well as a free 
happy hour featuring Wyoming brews sponsored by Fremont Distributing. 
 
Saturday, May 20, began with a pancake breakfast offered by Lander Kiwanis and free coffee provided by The Lander 
Bake Shop and Crux Coffee and ended with a free community BBQ provided by Meridian Trust Federal Credit Union, 
Trout Unlimited and the Lander Valley Wetland Preserve at Jaycee Park in downtown Lander.  In between, those who 
attended had numerous activities to take part in at the LC&CC and Sinks Canyon Center as well as several other field 
trips or local activities.  Buses were available to shuttle participants to each location. 
 
Over 2,300 people attended the event and although no 
attendance records were recorded in 2015 or 2016, 
everyone agreed attendance in 2017 was significantly 
higher.  As mentioned above, Friday morning was 
dedicated entirely to school groups.  Over 450 students 
and approximately 50 teachers and parents attended this 
portion of the event.  Overall, 1,051 kids and 1,303 adults 
registered and attended the event.  Registration was not 
mandatory, but on Friday individuals had to register to 
receive their free beverage tickets and on Friday and 
Saturday youth had to register to receive their Passports 
for the event.  This allowed us to capture information 
about where they came from, how many adults and 
children were in their group as well as an e-mail address 
for follow-up surveys. 
 
Individuals from 12 different states (PA, AL, IL, MO, KS, CO, ID, UT, NV, CA, OR, WA) and one foreign country (Brazil) 
participated in this event.  A majority of the individuals (96%) came from WY and those individuals represented 26 
different communities;  19% of those who registered traveled greater than 50 miles to be here. 
 
Thanks to everyone who helped to make this event successful! See you next year- May 18-19, 2018!                                
See the back page for more photos and a list of some of the activities. 

Bow Hunters of Wyoming helped school kids and public alike learn 
more about archery.  

The air rifle station run by The Mule Deer Foundation was a huge hit . 
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At the Library 
Explorer Backpacks 

The Lander branch of the Fremont County Library and the Wyoming 

Game and Fish have been working on developing an Explorer’s 
Backpack with all kinds of tools to help people learn about  the 
outdoors around Lander.  Inside the packs, you will find binoculars, 
field guides, magnifying glass, track stamps, colored pencils, area 
guides, and more.  
 
For kids, one of the most exciting parts may be the Junior Trainee 
Workbook, full of workbook pages for kids to complete. Once they 
have completed their workbooks, they can turn them in at the Lander 

Regional Office (260 Buena Vista Dr.), take their junior 
trainee pledge and receive their junior trainee patch.   
 
The backpacks can be checked out 
for several days at a time to both 
residents and visitors from the 
Library, 2nd St., Lander, WY.  

 

 

 
 

With the Public 
Coffee With a Warden 

 

Warden Brady Frude held several Coffee with a 

Warden sessions in May. The first, located at the 
Lander Bake Shop, was to assist folks with big game 
applications and help with the process as well as 
answer any last minute questions. Brady brought 
maps and regulations and a laptop from the regional 
office.  
 
The second, also at the Lander Bake Shop was to 
provide information for the Wyoming Outdoor 
Weekend. About a dozen different people came to 
talk and one individual said he’d wanted to come to a 

Warden Brady Frude visiting at the Lander Bake Shop ‘Coffee With a Warden’. 

The first Junior Trainee is sworn in by Office Manager Tasha Lewis.  

The Explorer Backpack available at the Lander Library. 
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Coffee with a Warden session ever since we started them and 
just hadn’t had a chance to yet. One landowner came to discuss 
ongoing issues with elk damage along the North Fork Popo Agie 
and left satisfied with what answers we could provide. 

 
An additional Coffee with 
a Warden opportunity is 
coming up in Rawlins on 
June 23 from 7 - 9 am, at 
Jerry’s Donuts, 606 East 
Cedar St.   
 
Rawlins Warden’s Teal 
Joseph and Linnea Sailor 
will be there to host the 
open platform, which 
occurs the day after big 
game license draw results are available online.  
 
Warden Joseph says “In addition to chatting about wildlife and fisheries issues 
important to the people who attend, we can talk about the 2017 hunting 
forecast and assist with questions on the new leftover license draw process, or 
anything else that comes up.”  

 

 

For the Bears 
New storage containers on lands outside of Dubois 

Recently, new bear-proof storage boxes were 

placed on the Spence and Moriarity Wildlife 
Management Area and the Whiskey Basin 
Wildlife Habitat Management Area, near 
Dubois, WY.  This is the second year that 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department has 
worked together with Yellowstone Country 
Bear Hunters Association (YCBHA) and a total of 
12 containers have now been placed between 
the two areas.   
 
YCBHA has purchased all of the boxes and 
President Joe Kondelis believes “The boxes are 
a much needed element at the campgrounds 
and trail heads. They will help keep bears from 
becoming food and garbage-conditioned and 
keep conflicts down. This project is successful 
because of the collaboration of two groups, 
YCBHA and the Wyoming Game and Fish. The 
Wyoming Game and Fish has been a great 

Warden Brady Frude and Biologist Stan Harter visit with the pub-
lic at a recent ‘Coffee With a Warden’. 

New bear proof, food storage container being installed outside of Dubois. 
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 partner to YCBHA and 
through projects like this we 
will ensure a future for 
bears.” 
 
Thank you YCBHA for making 
this possible! 
 
Click here for more on 
recreating in bear country. 
 
 

 

On the Move 
Mule deer and bighorn sheep with collars provide insight 

Over the past few years, 

populations of mule deer 
and bighorn sheep have 
been outfitted with GPS 
tracking collars to provide 
insight into their movement 
patterns and habitat use.  

At least six of the Lander 
area mule deer does collared 
in 2016 have moved to their 
summer locations or are 
nearly there. And several of 
the mule deer newly 
collared in March 2017 have 
shown some level of 
migration, with several going 
to the same areas as last 
year’s deer.  A few others 
have chosen to move into 
areas away from their winter 
ranges to have fawns.  Some 
of the movements are 
relatively short at 6-8 miles, 

Wyoming Game and Fish Department and Yellowstone Country Bear Hunter Association install new bear-
proof, food-storage containers outside of Dubois. 

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Wildlife-in-Wyoming/More-Wildlife/Large-Carnivore/Grizzly-Bear-Management/Bear-Wise-Wyoming
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Wildlife-in-Wyoming/More-Wildlife/Large-Carnivore/Grizzly-Bear-Management/Bear-Wise-Wyoming
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with others ranging as far as 30-40 miles between winter range and summer range. Yet, there are quite a few 
homebodies who seem content to spend the entire year in a small area. The attached map shows locations of 35 mule 
deer does from March 15 to June 13, 2017, at which time most of the deer seem to have settled into areas where 
fawns will be born (or already have been). 

Similar to the mule deer collar study, a total of 23 bighorn sheep have been fitted with GPS tracking collars in the last 
two winters with most of the collars being deployed on the Wind River Reservation west of Fort Washakie and on Bull 
Lake Rim. Two others were placed on bighorn sheep in the North Fork Popo Agie Canyon on BLM land.  Even with the 
extra snowpack in the high 
country of the Wind River 
Mountains, there are at least 
seven ewes already at 11,000 
feet elevation, six in the area 
near the Bear’s Ears Trail or 
Smith Lake/Cathedral Lake area 
similar to three ewes last year 
that continued southwest 
toward Cathedral and Lizard 
Head Peaks.  Another ewe has 
ventured to the Mount 
Shoshone area about 13 miles 
west/southwest of Washakie 
Reservoir. The map on the right 
shows locations of 15 ewes and 
four rams in the area west of 
Fort Washakie and Lander since 
March 15, 2017. It’s likely many 
of the ewes are in their lambing 
areas as well. 

A couple of Lander area trail camera pictures along a known migration route.  
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In the Water 
Boating safety  

It’s finally warming up for the summer and many 

people are looking to get out on the water with 
their boats and other watercraft. Wardens are also 
busy this time of year heading to the waters for 
watercraft and fishing enforcement. Wardens Teal 
Joseph and Linnea Sailor detected several 
violations recently including fishing without a 
license, failure to get an AIS inspection prior to 
launch, failure to require children to wear life 
jackets, and fishing with more than two poles.  

Here are some highlights that may help you avoid 
mistakes, but always check the full regulations 
before you recreate.  

 

Where can I find fishing regulations? 
 

1. You can find them online, at regional offices and at most license selling agents.  

 
What do I need on my boat? 
 

1.     A personal flotation device (life jacket) available for each individual on board. 

Life jackets must be properly-sized, U.S. Coast Guard approved, and readily 

accessible;  children 12 years old and under are required to wear theirs while 

underway. Anyone being towed by a boat is required to wear a life jacket as well. 
 

2.     An approved throwable flotation device is required on boats 16 feet and      
longer.  

 

3.     A proper fire extinguisher is required on any boat with an inboard engine, 

compartments that store fuel tanks or other combustible materials, bottoms that 

are not sealed to the hull,  closed living spaces, or permanently installed fuel 

tanks. Check for details and full regulations online. 
 

 

4.     Lights are also required when boating from sunset to sunrise. The types of 

lights required differ based on the size of the boat. Check for details and full 

regulations online. 

 
Do I need and AIS inspection? 
 
 

1. Any watercraft transported into Wyoming from March 1 through November 30 
must undergo a mandatory inspection by an authorized inspector prior to 
launching in any water of the state.  Additionally, if you pass an open AIS 
watercraft check station on your route of travel, you must stop for an inspection, 
even if your boat has already been inspected and documented. 

 

2.     If your boat has been in a mussel suspect/positive water (such as  Lake Mead, NV; Lake Powell, UT; Great Lakes, etc.) in the 
last 30 days, you must have your boat inspected before launching in Wyoming during all times of year. 

 

3.     And, just as a reminder, all watercraft must have a valid Wyoming AIS decal before boating on any waters of the state. Decals 
are available online, at regional offices and at automated license vendors.  

A family enjoying Worthen Meadows Reservoir. 

Warden Joseph patrolling the waters. 

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Fishing-and-Boating/Fishing-Regulations
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/regional-offices
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/License-Selling-Agents
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Regulations/Regulation-PDFs/REGULATIONS_CH22_BROCHURE.pdf
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Regulations/Regulation-PDFs/REGULATIONS_CH22_BROCHURE.pdf
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Fishing-and-Boating/Aquatic-Invasive-Species-Prevention/AIS-Inspection-Locations
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Fishing-and-Boating/Aquatic-Invasive-Species-Prevention/AIS-Inspection-Locations
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/WGFD/media/content/PDF/Fishing/AIS_INFESTED_WATER.pdf
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/apply-or-buy
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/regional-offices
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/WGFD/media/content/PDF/Fishing/LICENSE_SELLING_AGENTS.pdf
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More on The Weekend 

Some of the activities at the Wyoming Outdoor Weekend included  
 

 A Large Carnivore Trail 

 Free fishing poles (North Platte Walleyes)  

 Fish ID  

 Fly Fishing Demonstrations (Popo Agie Anglers and Trout 
Unlimited) 

 Fly Tying  and Fish Biology (Popo Agie Anglers and Trout 
Unlimited) 

 Archery (Bow Hunters of Wyoming) 

 Stream Health/Invertebrates 

 Migration Maze 

 Raptor Rehabilitation (Wind River Raptors) 

 600 Yard Rifle Match (Lander Valley Sportsman Association) 

 Governor’s Top 100 Shooting Competition Demonstration  

 Trapping (Wyoming Trappers Association) 

 Air Rifle Shooting (The Mule Deer Foundation) 

 Weather (National Weather Service) 

 Fish Culture and Spawning 

 Maven Optics 

 Bighorn Sheep (National Bighorn Sheep Center) 

 Medicinal Plant Discussion (John Mionzynski) 

 Habitat Hike 

 Wetland Exploration (Lander Valley Wetland 
Preserve) 

 First Responder Wound Care (Classic Air Medical 
and NOLS)  

 Watercraft Safety 

 and many more. 


