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Under the Helicopter 

Mule deer and bighorn sheep captures 

Lander Region personnel coordinated and participated in mule deer and bighorn 

sheep captures and collaring in March.    
  
This was the second year for deploying satellite-based radio collars on mule deer in 
Dubois and Lander as a part of the Wyoming Migration Initiative. This year in 
Lander, an additional 23 collars were placed on deer bringing the total now to 38. In 
Dubois, 26 collars were successfully deployed bringing the total there to  41.   
 
The collars are intended to be operational for two years to track the migration 
routes, stopover areas, and habitats they use and when they move between winter 
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Native Range helicopter crew,  picture by Stan Harter. 
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and summer ranges.  Doing so will enable 
the Game and Fish and conservation 
partners to protect important movement 
bottlenecks, mitigate any migration 
impediments such as fences and 
highways, and ensure these migrations 
paths are maintained across the 
landscape. 
 
For all of the same reasons, 10 bighorn 
sheep were collared this year on the 
Wind River Reservation for a total now of 
22 between Washakie Reservoir and the 
North Fork canyon near Lander. 
 
Finally, 18 female bighorn sheep from the Whiskey Mountain herd were recaptured. This was the fifth time these 
sheep were captured as part of a body condition monitoring project.   
 
These captures were done in cooperation with the Wyoming Cooperative Research Unit at UW, the Nature 
Conservancy, the Lander/Green Mountain Mule Deer Working Group,  the 10 Country Chapter of the Muley Fanatics 
Foundation, Wyoming Wild Sheep Foundation, National Bighorn Sheep Interpretive Center, area landowners, and a 
host of volunteers. 
 
 

In the Field 

Reminder of opening dates on winter range 

Regional personnel have been busy patrolling 

Wildlife Habitat Management Areas (WHMAs) 
around the region.  The Game and Fish has 
acquired land in various parts of the state for the 
specific purpose of providing winter range for 
deer, elk, bighorn sheep and other wildlife.  Many 
of these WHMAs are closed to human presence 
during the winter months when wintering wildlife 
is most vulnerable to disturbance and stress 
caused by human activity.  These closures also 
reduce human impact on critical habitat and 
forage resources which may be more vulnerable 
to damage during snowy or wet weather. 
 
The hardest time of the year for most wildlife in 
Wyoming is winter.  During the winter months, 

big game animals have the highest energy requirements coupled with the fact that the forage they are consuming 
doesn’t have as much nutritional value as it did during the growing season.  As the winter progresses big game animals 
burn fat reserves, reducing body condition until new plant growth in the spring provides better quality forage.  

Scraggly looking elk on winter range picture by Stan Harter. 

Carrying a doe who is ready for release. 



Recent violation on the Red Canyon WHMA south of Lander. 

South Wind River Area    

Area  Dates Closed Type of Restriction More Information 

Red Canyon WHMA Dec 1 - April 30 No human presence 307-332-2688 
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Depending on what part of the state you are in, spring forage typically doesn’t have enough nutritional value until May 
to allow big game animals to start putting on fat reserves again. 
 
A few violations have already been detected and this is a reminder to give wintering wildlife a break and stay away 
from areas with winter range closures until they open to the public.  Game wardens are patrolling closures for 
violations and violators could face a fine and loss of hunting privileges.    
 
See the chart below for closure dates and check with neighboring land management agencies (BLM, USFS, TNC) as 
there are usually closures or restrictions on lands adjacent to these WHMAs. Also, visit https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Public-
Access/WHMA for maps and more information.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dubois Area    

Area  Dates Closed Type of Restriction More Information 

Whiskey Basin WHMA Dec 1 -May 15 

No motorized travel, 
but Trail Lake Rd. is 
open 307-332-2688 

Spence and Moriarity 
WMA Dec. 16 - May 15 

No human presence, 
west of the East Fork 
County Rd.  307-332-2688 

Inberg Roy WHMA Dec. 16 - May 15 No human presence 307-332-2688 

visit%20https:/wgfd.wyo.gov/Public-Access/WHMA
visit%20https:/wgfd.wyo.gov/Public-Access/WHMA
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Across the Sage 

Thunder Feathers exhibit 
 

The @LanderArtsandSciences (AtLAS) exhibit, Thun-

der Feathers: Greater Sage-grouse Strut the Plains, 
opened at the Lander Art Center.  
 
The exhibition opening was a huge success and one 
of the largest opening receptions at the Lander Art 
Center. It featured the Wind River Dancers, sage-
brush themed works by local artists and a demon-
stration of sage-grouse research robots. Sage-grouse 
GIS Analyst Nyssa Whitford, Lander Region I&E spe-
cialist, Rene Schell and other Lander Region person-
nel have assisted with this project.   
 
The exhibit is coupled with on-site curriculum for 
elementary and middle school students as well as 
followed up with an in-school curriculum. This has 
been implemented by the many partners involved and many regional personnel have been busy with the science edu-
cation portion of this exhibit. Multiple arts, science, and community organizations and agencies have been involved in 
the planning and funding of this exhibit that will be open through May 13. 
 

Along the River 

Helping restoration 
 

Aquatic Habitat Biologist Betsy Morgan has been busy collaborat-

ing on maintenance to the Middle Popo Agie River restoration pro-
ject that runs through the Lander City Park. Many volunteers and 
staff helped her in the harvest of 1,350 willow stakes for the pro-
ject.  The stakes will be incorporated into an angular rock bank sta-
bilization treatment to prevent further bank erosion, damage to 
City property, and habitat degradation.  Riparian vegetation, such 
as willows, provides roughness during high flow events and helps 
dissipate the water’s 
energy.  The rhizoma-
tous root system of wil-
lows also increases 
bank stability by provid-
ing structure to the 

loose substrate.  Individual stakes are harvested from a clump of willows by 
cutting a branch at the base of the plant and clipping off all small growths.  
Stakes are then bundled and soaked for 1-14 days before planting.  Soaking 
improves stem water content and encourages root/shoot initiation.   
 

Wind River dancer performing at the opening reception. 

Volunteers helping cut willows 

Willows loaded and ready to soak. 
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On the Move 

Swift fox expansion 

Swift fox have been slowly ex-

panding westward in Wyoming. 
Over the last few years, reports 
of them in Riverton are becoming 
more common.  This month, 
Habitat Biologist Amy Anderson 
spotted them in the brand new 
territory of Dubois!  
 
Over the course of their expan-
sion, there have been several 
cases of mistaken identity as ei-
ther coyote pups or red foxes. 
These species are sometimes 
hard to tease apart if they are 
not next to one another and if 
there is nothing on the landscape 
to show relative size. However, 

they are classified differently and 
take of each animal differs. Swift foxes are considered a species of greatest conservation need, are legally classi-
fied as nongame in Wyoming and are not available to harvest. Coyotes and red foxes are classified as predators 
and can be taken by 
any means, at any 
time.  
 
So that you don’t find 
yourself in violation of 
a game law, be sure of 
your target and take a 
minute to look at the 
chart below to learn 
more about the identi-
fication of the three 
species.   
 
 
 

 

Coyote pups. Photo by USFWS   
Red fox. Photo by USFWS.  

Species Size and shape Face Tail Legs 

Swift fox 
5-7 lbs./ house 
cat size 

very delicate, small 
pointed snout, black 
patches on side of snout  

bushy, black 
tip 

tan front legs, very delicate 
looking 

Coyote pup 

variable size, 
puppy- like 
shape 

more robust, shorter 
snout, "puppy face" 

not bushy, 
black tip 

tan front legs, more stocky 
and robust legs than swift 
fox 

Red fox 7-15 lbs delicate, pointed snout 
bushy, white 
tip 

black front legs, longer legs 
than swift fox 

Swift fox in Dubois 
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Get Outside 

Wyoming Outdoor Weekend and Expo 2017 
 

Mark your calendars because you will not want to miss The Wyoming Out-

door Weekend on May 19-20.  Many local and statewide businesses are spon-
soring the event to make it fun and successful.  To assist in this further, a shop 
local raffle will be featured at the event, with prizes like Maven binoculars, a 
spotting scope and backpack, a Norco Bigfoot 6.3 fat bike, and more! Save your receipts from May 19 and 20 and for 
every $10.00 you spend on tangible goods (excluding fuel) in Lander, you will receive one free raffle ticket (up to 
$500.00 or 50 tickets).  Tickets will also be available to purchase at the Lander Community Center.  
 
If you are looking for more information visit wyomingoutdoorweekend.com, email wow@landereda.org, or call  307-
438-9728. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

May 19 & 20, 2017 

Schedule of events  

 
Friday, May 19: 
10:00 am- 3:00 pm – Pre-registered 3rd- 8th grade students spon-

sored by Kiwanis of Lander 

3:00 - 8:00 pm –Open to the public at the Lander Community 

Center 

5:00-6:30 pm – Happy Hour, free beer by Fremont Distribut-

ing, free food sponsored by Mule Deer Foundation, and live 

music by Just Fiddlin’ Around 

6:00pm – Flycasting demo and hands on instruction brought to 

you by Popo Agie Anglers and Trout Unlimited 

 

Saturday, May 20: 
8:00 am-6:00pm- Shuttle buses running from parking at the 

Lander Rodeo Grounds to the Community Center and the Com-

munity Center* to the CWC Field Station*. 

8:00-10:00 am – Kiwanis pancake breakfast 

9:00am -5:00 pm – Doors open at the Lander Community Cen-

ter (LCC) and CWC Sinks Canyon Field Station (CWC Field). 

11:00 am - Flycasting demo and hands on instruction brought 

to you by Popo Agie Anglers and Trout Unlimited (LCC) 

2:00 pm - Flycasting demo and hands on instruction brought to 

you by Popo Agie Anglers and Trout Unlimited (LCC) 

4:00 pm –Raffle prizes drawn (LCC) 

 

*Food vendors available at both locations for lunch and snacks 

and drinks 

 

See other field trip opportunities at wyomingoutdoor-

weekend.com 

wyomingoutdoorweekend.com
wyomingoutdoorweekend.com
wyomingoutdoorweekend.com

