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In the Field 
Hunting Seasons Around the Region 

 

 

Hunting seasons are wrapping up in 

the area, and department personnel 
talked to many happy hunters in the 
field and at the regional office. Many 
first-time hunters/harvesters were 
seen again this year as well as some 
good deer, elk, antelope, bears, 
moose, and bighorn sheep harvested 
throughout the region.  
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Above: Unicorn mule deer. Below L to R: a first elk, a prize moose, and a well-earned bighorn sheep 
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Under the Water 
Little and Middle Popo Agie Sampling 

 

The Little Popo Agie River Public Fishing 

Access provides a good wild trout fishery, 

with approximately two stream miles 

available to anglers.  The river was 

recently electrofished within the fishing 

access, capturing high numbers of brown 

trout. Most catchable brown trout were 

in the 7- to 8-inch range, but fish as large 

as 20 inches and 3 pounds were 

observed.  Good numbers of large 

mountain whitefish (a native species) also 

existed, with some fish over 18 inches 

and up to 2 pounds.  High numbers of 3- 

to 4-inch brown trout and mountain 

whitefish (fish that hatched in fall 2016; 

see figure below) were also captured, 

which is good news for the future of the 

fishery.  A small number of rainbow trout were also captured, with fish ranging from 7 to 14 inches and up to 1 pound. 

 

To get to the Little Popo Agie River Public Fishing Access from Lander, take Highway 28 south approximately 11.5 miles 

(drive past the Highway 287 turnoff towards Rawlins) and turn right on Red Canyon Road.  Two well-signed parking 

areas exist approximately one and two miles from the highway along Red Canyon Road.  Remember that the fishing 

access is on private land, so please respect the landowners by 

staying within the easement (not going past the upstream and 

downstream 

boundaries and 

staying within 50 

feet of the high 

water mark).  All 

anglers must walk 

in from the 

designated 

parking areas (i.e., 

no motorized 

Mountain whitefish captured and released during 
recent electrofishing on the Little Popo Agie River. 

Game and Fish and volunteers electrofish the Little Popo Agie River Fishing Access Area. 

Length frequency of brown trout (n = 292 fish) and mountain 
whitefish (n = 50) in the Little Popo Agie River Public Fishing Ac-
cess, October 2017. 
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vehicles are permitted past the parking areas).  Additionally, camping, 

fires, and dogs are not permitted within the fishing access. 

 

The Middle Fork Popo Agie that runs through Lander City Park was also 

recently electrofished. The purpose of this sampling was to assess 

whether low flow pools that were constructed to create trout habitat 

through Lander City Park were, in fact, holding fish.  The low flow pools 

were part of a project led by the Popo Agie Anglers, which is the 

Lander chapter of Trout Unlimited.  

 

Good numbers of both rainbow trout and brown trout were caught, indicating the pools are holding fish and so far 

doing what they were constructed to do. Most trout were 6- to 11-inch range.  The largest brown trout was just under 

16 inches and weighed over 1.5 pounds, and the largest rainbow trout was 14 inches and just over 1 pound.  Many 

longnose dace (a native species to the Popo Agie River) and mottled sculpins, and a small number of juvenile mountain 

whitefish (also a native species to the Popo Agie River) were also captured. 

 

Thank you Popo Agie Anglers for this project! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sampling on the Middle Fork Popo Agie River. 

Mottled sculpin 

Little Popo Agie brown trout. 

Length frequency of brown trout (n = 67 fish) and rainbow 
trout (n = 50 fish) in the Middle Fork Popo Agie River, Lander 
City Park, October 2017. 
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In the Education 
Bats in the Bookshelves 

 

Another successful Bats in the 

Bookshelves event was held in 

coordination with the Lander 

Library to celebrate International 

Bat Week and spread positive 

messages about bats. The event 

hosted approximately 80 adults 

and kids who got to learn about 

bats, practice being a bat 

biologist, and create some batty 

crafts. 

 
 

 

At the Office 
Visitor Center Upgrade 

 

The Lander Game and Fish visitor center is undergoing a facelift 

with help from retired taxidermist and Dubois resident Lynn 

Stewart. The project is starting with the removal of decadent 

plants and specimens and replacing them with newly preserved 

and museum quality replicas in their place. This is the first of two 

installments to complete the upgrade in the Lander Visitor 

Center. Stop in and check out the changes. 

 

On the Ground 
Fencing on Green Mountain 

Game and Fish personnel finished work on a habitat project on Green 

Mountain around a fragile riparian area and the newly constructed 

beaver dam analogs.  

 

Game Warden Teal Cufaude carrying stem pipe fence.  



5 

 

The drill stem pipe exclosure encompasses 3.5 acres of a riparian seep. Installation took two days and was possible 

thanks to numerous public  volunteers and Game and Fish personnel. The exclosure also surrounds three recently 

constructed Beaver Dam Analogs, which coupled with the grazing exclusion, should help expedite woody species 

regeneration on West Cottonwood Creek.  Habitat 

biologists will  revisit the site following 2018 runoff. 

 

 

 

 

 

Game and Fish personnel install stem pipe fence exclosure around a riparian seep on Green Mountain.  

At left: Beaver Dam Analog with newly constructed fence in the 
background. Above: Sean Ryder and Brian Rognon piece to-
gether the fence.  


