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Elk 

 Support and opposition to removing spikes excluded in areas 67 and 68. 

The issue of a ‘spikes excluded’ restriction in hunt areas 67 and 68 over the past 4 years has 

been a topic of discussion among hunters familiar with these areas.  The restriction was in effect 

for the 2014, 2015, and 2016 hunting seasons.  One of the objectives for the elk herd in these 

areas is provide as much recreational hunting opportunity as possible.  The Department believes 

the ‘spikes excluded’ restriction unnecessarily limits recreation.  As such, Department personnel 

proposed to remove the ‘spikes excluded’ restriction for the 2017 hunting season.  Since initially 

proposing to remove the restriction and return to ‘antlered elk’ hunting in areas 67 and 68 the 

Department has heard from both proponents and opponents of the ‘spikes excluded’ restriction.  

It is clear significant numbers of hunters both support and oppose the restriction.  Note one of 

the original reasons for implementing the restriction was to reduce harvest on elk migrating into 

areas 67 and 68 from the Teton Wilderness and Fish Creek drainages.  Jackson Region G&F 

personnel have noted declines in bull numbers over the past decade in these areas so it was 

thought reduced spike harvest later in the season would protect bulls from these areas that had 

migrated into 67 and 68.  To compromise with hunters interested in recreating differently in 

hunt areas 67 and 68 as well as to reduce hunting pressure on yearling bulls migrating into the 

Dubois area from west of the Continental Divide the Department is proposing the following: 

From October 1 through October 10 hunters will be able to harvest ‘antlered elk’ in hunt areas 

67 and 68.  From October 11 through October 31 hunter will be subject to ‘antlered elk, spikes 

excluded’. 

 Questions about converting type 6s to full price licenses to make it easier to draw a license. 

The Department typically issues Type 6 licenses to ensure adequate harvest to meet population 

objectives.  While good draw odds and reduced license cost of Type 6 licenses are a benefit, 

they are secondary considerations to ensuring harvest goals are met.  In 2016, first choice 

applicants had a 100% chance of drawing a Type 6 license in hunt areas 68 and 69 and over a 

50% chance of drawing a Type 6 license in area 67. 

Fishing 

 Closing stream segments to protect the brown trout fishery 

  


