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Jackson Elk Vacate the Gros Ventre  
Elk have been vacating their traditional winter range in the Gros 
Ventre drainage northeast of Jackson in increasing numbers over 
the past five years or so (Figure 1). However, while some would 
suggest the elk have died, current counts show that the overall 
population for the Jackson elk herd has not changed (Figure 2), 
suggesting the elk have just moved out of the Gros Ventre to 
winter in other places. Game & Fish has collared a total of 62 cow 
elk during recent winters in the Gros Ventre and the movement 
data from those animals showed that most of the elk are migrat-
ing down drainage to the National Elk Refuge with other smaller 
portions going to wintering areas in the Upper Green, Hoback 
and near Dubois. Game and Fish managers can’t be sure of the 
reason for these unprecedented movements, but have suggested 
it could be due to pressure from wolves. Although data does not 

show that wolves are killing an excessive number of elk. This year, only 86 elk were counted in the Gros Ventre during 
the annual February aerial survey. Recent collar data and observations suggest there have been movements of elk 
from the refuge back to the Gros Ventre. Game and Fish managers are monitoring elk movements through remote 
cameras, increased weekly flights and plan to deploy additional GPS collars on Gros Ventre elk. Game and Fish manag-
ers are also considering possible increased wolf hunting quotas for the Gros Ventre area. 

 
Figure 1. Figure 2. 

A collared cow elk, one of 62 that have been collared in the Gros 
Ventre and monitored in recent years. Data show these elk have 
been spending winters elsewhere, primarily on the National Elk 
Refuge some 20+ miles down drainage near Jackson. 
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Other Big Game Counts 
Jackson Wildlife Biologist Aly Courtemanch and Jackson 

Game Warden Jon Stephens conducted five days of big 

game classifications in the North Jackson area via heli-

copter. These surveys inform population management 

and hunt season setting each year. Due to mild winter 

conditions and a lack of snow, most ungulates were 

well dipersed and harder to locate.  

Surveys indicate that the Jackson Bighorn Sheep Herd, 

which resides in the Gros Ventre Range, is still slowly 

increasing after a pneumonia outbreak back in 2012. 

Managers recorded seeing 29 lambs per 100 ewes, which also supports an increasing population. However, the 

Teton bighorn sheep numbers are still very low, estimated at less than 100 animals. Managers are concerned 

about the future of this herd, particularly with an increasing mountain goat herd to compete with. 

A total of 276 moose were counted during the survey, which is in 

the neighborhood of what has been seen in recent years. The 

moose calf to cow ratio is 38 calves per 100 cows, which is down 

slightly but still well above the low of 15 recorded in 2009. The 

moose population, while still low, seems to be holding it’s own. 

The bull ratio remains high at 90 per 100 cows, which is why 

managers still believe some limited hunting is suitable for bulls 

only. 

There were 567 bison counted in February, slightly above the 

population objective of 500. The mild winter allowed bison to 

spend most of the hunting season on summer range in Grand 

Teton National Park where hunting is prohibited. Consequently, 

harvest was down this year. However, numbers are not so high 

that managers are overly concerned. 

Regional public meetings to discuss the proposed 2018 big 

game hunting seasons will be taking place March 21 at 6:00 pm 

at the Thayne Elementary School and March 22 at the Teton 

County Library in Jackson also starting at 6:00pm. For more 

information on those meetings or to provide online comments 

go to: https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Get-Involved/Public-Meetings.  

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Get-Involved/Public-Meetings


Late Winter Fishing 
Anglers are reporting better ice fishing on Jackson Lake as is typically the case in 
late winter. However, recent warm temperatures have created very slushy condi-
tions making access very difficult.  

Increasingly, anglers are starting to shift their attention towards the open water 
fishing of local rivers and are reporting some success (right). However, anglers 
are reminded make sure they have their 2018 fishing license. South Jackson Game 
Warden Kyle Lash is finding himself having to hand out citations to a handful of 

anglers for fishing without a li-
cense . 

Ice anglers will want to pay atten-
tion to ice conditions as we move 
into spring. Ice conditions typically 
begin to get a little “iffy” in late 
April, but with the unseasonably 
warm winter we’ve had this year it 
will likely begin deteriorating in 
early April or even before.  
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Emmie Gocke of Jackson displays a nice 
cutthroat she hauled out of the Snake 
River recently. 
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Don’t Forget to Apply 
for the Wyoming Super 
Tag 
In 2017, the raffle raised $820,130 for wildlife 
conservation in Wyoming!  A total of 13,646 
individuals participated in the raffle purchas-

ing 62,551 Super Tag tickets.  This represents a 16% increase in individual participation and an 18% increase 
in ticket sales from 2016.The Department is again offering the “Ultimate Hunting Gear Raffle” as an incen-
tive to purchase more tickets.  Individuals are entered into this raffle each time they purchase 5 or more 
Super Tag tickets or 2 or more Super Tag Trifecta tickets.  Participating companies this year are 
KUIU Swarovski Optik, Mathews Archery, Maven, and Weatherby.    

WY Range Deer Surveyed 

Personnel in the Green River, Pinedale and Jackson Re-

gions of the Wyoming Game and Fish Department con-

ducted extensive aerial surveys for two weeks in Febru-

ary to get a more accurate count of mule deer in the 

Wyoming Range Mule Deer Herd. The surveys were 

completed by two helicopters flying over the foothills 

and deer winter ranges on the east side of the Wyo-

ming Range, winter range complexes north and south-

west of Kemmerer and along the west side of the Salt 

River Range in Star Valley. The flights were conducted from February 5 - 14, with a total of 133 hours flown. 

Wildlife managers actually saw 25,317 deer and with the 

sightability model adjustment the estimate was approxi-

mately 29,000 deer. While this is well below the 40,000 

population objective for the herd, it was actually about 

what biologists were expecting to see given the significant 

number of deer that were lost due to the hard winter last 

year. Wildlife managers will again be proposing very con-

servative hunting seasons for next fall to try and get num-

bers back toward the desired population objective. 
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Wyoming Range Deer Project 
The Wyoming Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit and Wyoming 
Game and Fish Department, along with many other volunteers, conducted 
another mule deer capture in the Big 
Piney area. The research was initiated 
during the winter of 2012-2013. The 
overarching goal of the project is to 
investigate the nutritional relation-
ships between mule deer populations, 
energy development, habitat condi-
tions, and climate.  

The first helicopter capture occurred in 
March 2013 with the capture of 70 
adult females, 35 in the northern (Big 
Piney/La Barge) and 35 in the southern 
(Kemmerer/Evanston) winter ranges. 
Each deer has been fitted with a GPS 
collar to be worn for two years. An Ul-
trasound is also performed on each 

deer to determine percent body fat and pregnancy. Animals are recaptured 
each December and March to evaluate change in body condition between sea-
sons. Predictably, with the milder winter, deer are showing much higher fat 
levels compared to last year. 

Additionally, the deer are monitored each autumn to determine fawn produc-
tion and survival. Productivity of individual animals combined with their body 
condition and forage production data will be used to determine the habitat’s 
“nutritional carrying capacity.” Ultimately, this information will allow wildlife 
managers to assess whether the Wyoming Range deer herd is reaching its reproductive capacity based on current 
available habitat. This research addresses primary components outlined in the WY Range Mule Deer Initiative.  

South Jackson Wildlife Biologist Gary Fralick 
prepares to go retrieve a captured  doe mule 
deer south of Big Piney recently.  

Sam Dwinnell, a Research Scientist with the 
Wyoming Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Re-
search Unit, fits a GPS collar on a mule deer doe 
near Big Piney recently. 

Dr. Kevin Monteith uses ultrasound to measure a deer’s body fat.  A doe mule deer is released with her two fawns after being collared. 



Swan Patrol 
South Jackson Game Warden Kyle Lash responded to 
several reports of dead or injured trumpeter swans re-
cently. Pictured is a trumpeter swan that was reported 
injured in the town of Jackson. Lash came upon the 
young swan walking in the Home Ranch parking lot and 
was able to capture it with a net. After examining the 
bird, it appeared to be good health with no broken wing 
so Lash transported it in the cab of his truck (right) and 
released it with other swans on Flat Creek at the Na-
tional Elk Refuge (below right). Warden Lash said that 
while reports of dead or injured swans 
is not uncommon for Jackson during 
the winter months, he has responded to 
several more calls this winter.  
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