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Dramatic Elk Rescue 
On December 29, South Jackson Wildlife 
Biologist Gary Fralick (Left) and Alpine 
Game Warden Levi Wood sprung into 
action when they heard that a group of 
13 elk had broken through the ice on 
Palisades Reservoir . They, along with 
several local citizens, worked feverishly 
to get the  roughly 600 pound animals 
out of the water to safety. The incident 
was documented by locals with cell 
phones and went viral on social media 
receiving over 4.4 million views. Video 
of the incident can be viewed at several 
locations on Facebook, including the WY 
Game and Fish page here:  https://
www.facebook.com/WyoGFD/  

Photos courtesy of Dusty Jones 



Bighorn Sheep Surveillance 
The Wyoming Game and Fish Department is continuing its multi-year 
research project on bighorn sheep in the Jackson Region. In early 
January, 10 collared female bighorn sheep were recaptured for dis-
ease sampling and fitted with new radio collars to learn more about 
their survival, migration patterns and the potential presence of dis-

ease. Samples were collected to test for 
respiratory pathogens that can cause 
pneumonia. In addition, researchers 
from the Wyoming Cooperative Fish and 
Wildlife Research Unit performed an ul-
trasound on each animal to determine 
pregnancy and measure body fat. This is 
part of a three-year study evaluating how 
body condition is related to pneumonia 
outbreaks.  

The Jackson herd, which typically num-
bers approximately 500 animals, has ex-
perienced two significant die-offs in re-
cent years. In 2002, it was estimated that 
as many as 50 percent was lost due to a 
pneumonia outbreak and another esti-
mated 30 percent lost again in 2012. It is 
estimated that the herd has climbed back 
to around 400 animals currently. Other 
bighorn sheep herds across the Rocky Mountains have also experienced signifi-
cant declines in population due to pneumonia in recent years.  
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Jackson Game  and Fish Wildlife Biologist 
Aly Courtemanch fastens a new GPS collar 
to a ewe bighorn sheep. 

A helicopter wildlife capture crew brings in a ewe 
bighorn sheep for processing near the Red Hills in the 
Gros Ventre drainage north of Jackson. 

Dr. Kevin Monteith with the University of Wyoming uses an 
ultrasound to measure rump fat on a ewe bighorn sheep. 

Wyoming Game and Fish Commissioner Mike Schmid (Left) and his brother Jim 
release a newly-collared ewe bighorn sheep in the Gros Ventre drainage. 
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Wolves Captured and  
Collared 
In April of 2017, the Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department resumed management authority 
over wolves in Wyoming, outside of Yellow-
stone National Park and the Wind River Indian 
Reservation. A large part of management is 
monitoring wolf numbers, distribution, survival 
and overall demographics of the population to 
inform management decisions. One tool the 
Large Carnivore Section often employs is the 
capturing and radio-marking  of wolves. Ideally, 
the objective is to have at least one wolf col-
lared in every known pack, but that can be 
challenging for a variety of reasons. Over the 
next few months the Department’s Large Car-
nivore biologists will put boots, skis, and snow-
shoes to the ground in order to gain accurate counts of wolves as well as assisting with aerial captures. Recently 
two wolves were captured by a helicopter wildlife capture crew in the Lower Gros Ventre drainage northeast of 
Jackson and biologists were able to collect important biological samples and fit them with a GPS collar that will 
record their travels over the next 2-3 years. The hope is to put out 20-25 additional radio collars on wolves to evalu-
ate new packs and changing distributions and to derive an accurate count for wolves in the trophy game manage-
ment area.  

(Below) Game and Fish Wolf Biologist Ken Mills fits a GPS tracking collar on a tranquilized 
male wolf. (Below Center) South Jackson Wildlife Biologist Gary Fralick and Game and 
Fish Commissioner Mike Schmid carry a newly-collared wolf back to the helicopter for it 
and its pack mate to be transported (Right) back to the location where they were cap-
tured in the Gros Ventre drainage north of Jackson. 

Wyoming Game and Fish Wolf Biologist Ken Mills carries a young male wolf captured 
by a helicopter capture crew in the Gros Vontre drainage north of Jackson. 



Happy Young Hunters 
There has long been a youth only (ages 12-17) elk season on the National Elk Refuge, 
but it has typically been the first weekend of the season in mid-October and success 
has not been that good. This year, the youth hunt was moved later to Thanksgiving 
weekend when elk are more likely to have 
migrated to the refuge and it paid off. 
Although this year’s early season had in-
credibly mild weather and the youth hunt 
weekend was rainy and miserable, some 
young hunters braved it and were re-
warded with some memorable first elk! 

Trout Movements 
Jackson Fish biologists were able to sit down and 
analyze movement data from radio-tagged cutthroat 
trout in the Hoback River drainage recently. Prelimi-
nary results are showing that it appears fish in tribu-
taries generally move greater distances than fish in 
the mainstem of the river. Mortality of the marked 
cutthroat trout was relatively high during the study, 
at around 30 percent, with most mortality occurring 
in the spring. 

Movin’ Sheep 
South Jackson Wildlife Biologist Gary Fralick took the 
time to move several bighorn sheep that were licking 
salt off the highway near Camp Creek to ensure sheep 
were not hit by vehicles.  
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Courtesy photos 

Ashley, age 14 Jade Ridgeway, age 12 

(Right) a cutthroat just before the radio-

transmitter is inserted and sewn shut. 



Managing Elk 
(Above) Following a recent snowstorm, a group of elk made their way to private land near Hoback Junction to 
take advantage of some horse hay. The elk soon drifted back into the nearby forest. After an unusually mild 

early winter thus far in western Wyoming, re-
cent snowstorms have prompted similar elk 
movements into areas of conflict, such as pri-
vate lands, highways, etc. This has prompted 
the initiation of supplemental feeding on some 
area elk feedgrounds, albeit much later in the 
season than normal. This has also prompted 
regional game wardens to begin a variety of 
tactics to prevent elk from causing damage on 
area private lands. One such tactic is the use of 
moving inflatable wind socks (Left), which 
have proven fairly effective at scaring elk 
away.   
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Winter Fishing 
Jackson Region game wardens have been busy 
checking both river (Right) and ice anglers 
(Below) this winter. South Jackson Game Warden 
Kyle Lash reports that fishing has started rela-
tively slow, which is common for early winter. 
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(Left) Ice fisherman prepare to wet a line on Grassy Lake Reservoir 
north of Jackson. (Above) an angler lands a fish on the Snake River 
south of Jackson. Photos by Kyle Lash 


