
Wyoming Game and Fish Department 

Jackson Region 

February 2018 Newsletter 

Bison Harvest Down This Year 
The Jackson bison hunt, again, kept several regional wildlife personnel 
busy again this fall. Office managers deal with the endless questions 
about all the details of this unique hunt, not to mention the constant 
calls from hunters wondering if bison are available in the hunt area, 
many of them being nonresidents trying to decide whether to book a 
flight. It is the longest big game hunting season in the region running 
from August 15-January 31, although most bison are harvested during 
the last few weeks of the season when winter sets in and bison tend to 
move from Grand Teton National Park to the National Elk Refuge.   

This year, a drastic lack of snow at the lower elevations allowed bison 
to find plenty of forage available in the safe confines of Grand Teton 
National Park where bison hunting is not allowed. It wasn’t until the 

very end of the season when 
some groups of bison ventured onto the National Elk Refuge where hunters 
could get a crack at them.  Consequently, the final harvest was low at just 70 
animals taken. Fortunately, a few recent 
good years of harvest (272 last year) had 
brought numbers down toward the popu-
lation objective of 500 for the herd. So, 
while it was disappointing for many li-
censed hunters who didn’t fill, it will not be 
too impactful to carry a few more animals 
than managers had hoped.  

(Left) Alpine Game Warden Levi Wood and Wild-

life Disease Biologist Ben Wise help hunters load 

their cow bison. (Right) Wise collects a tooth 

sample from a successful hunter’s bull bison. 

Teeth are collected to age the animal and keep 

tabs on the age structure of the herd. A blood 

sample is also collected to test the animal for 

brucellosis. Long term data, from more than 1200 

samples, has shown that approximately 61 per-

cent of the bison  in the Jackson Herd have been 

exposed to brucellosis.  

Jackson office manager Niki Johnson collects a successful 
hunter’s harvest report while Barb Long assists another 
hunter with a license. 
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Elk Brucellosis Surveillance  
Jackson and Pinedale personnel in the Game and Fish Depart-
ment’s Wildlife Disease program continued their multi-year study 
to monitor long-term brucellosis trend data in area elk. 

Elk were captured at several feedgrounds including the Greys 
River Feedground at Alpine (pictured here). Blood samples are 
collected from yearling and older cows to measure the presence 
of brucellosis antibodies, showing that an animal has been ex-
posed to brucella bacteria, although it may not actually have 
brucellosis.  

Adult cow elk were captured and fitted with GPS collars to document fine-scale movements and vaginal implant 
transmitters (VIT) to identify elk parturition, or calving areas. This information is also useful for developing sea-
sonal range maps, determining areas of high brucellosis transmission risk and providing land managers with addi-
tional information to make important resource management decisions. 

Elk are herded from the corral trap into smaller holding pens to be 
processed and released. 

Pinedale CWD Technician Colter Brown prepares to draw a blood 
sample from a collared cow elk. 

Pinedale Wildlife Disease Biologist Jared Rogerson releases a processed 
cow elk. 

Jackson CWD Technician Chris Timberlake opens the gate to release a 
cow elk back to the herd at the Grey’s River elk feedground near Alpine. 



Jackson Lake Ice Fishing 
The most popular ice fishing spot in the Jackson Region is Jackson Lake and Febru-
ary has been pretty slow out on the lake.  Jackson Fish Biologist Clark Johnson 
checked about 14-16 fisherman on Saturday, Feb 10., and the fishing was pretty 
slow. Anglers were catching a couple fish, but certainly not fast catch rates. Most 
groups had at least one fish, and a couple had several.  

Fish managers note that the slower fishing in February isn’t unusual and catch rates 
typically improve as winter wears on, which is what they have been seeing lately. On 

average, managers like to see a catch 
rate of .5 fish per hour for ice anglers. 
Typically, the catch rate will bump up 
to .75 trout per hour in March, so 
things should be picking up from here 
on out. 

Anglers will want to pay attention to 
ice conditions as we move into spring. 
Ice conditions typically begin to get a little “iffy” in late April, but with 
the unseasonably warm winter we’ve had this year it will likely begin 
deteriorating in early April or even before.  
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Counting the Herds 
Winter is typically the time when wildlife managers conduct their big 
game counts because animals are concentrated on their winter ranges. 
This makes it easier for wildlife managers to get a good count on the 
herds, which can be quite large. Counts are conducted from both the 
ground and the air. Managers not only count the total number of ani-
mals, but also classify them as males, females and young of the year.  

With the unusually mild winter, especially at the lower elevations, many 
of the elk feedgrounds in the Jackson and Pinedale regions are showing 
lower numbers of elk with many elk choosing to winter out on available 
native winter range. Initial counts from feedgrounds in the Fall Creek 
elk herd, those animals south of Jackson, are showing that numbers are 
down. Of course, the question is how many elk are wintering out, but 
these animals can be hard to find, even from the air. Bottom line, 
counts on an open year like this should be taken with a grain of salt. 



Goat Patrol 
Ben Wise fires some blanks from a pistol to 
scare a group of mountain goats off highway 
89 at the mouth of the Snake River Canyon 
near Alpine recently. 
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Too Close For Comfort 
Jackson Large Carnivore Biologist Mike Boyce and Bridger Teton National Forest Wildlife Biologist Kerry Mur-
phy responded to a call of a mountain lion on an elk carcass near the Cache Creek trailhead near Nelson Drive 
in east Jackson. The lion was scared off (above photos) and the carcass was removed to dissuade the lion 
from returning. Apparently, it worked as there has been no further sign or reports of the lion since. 
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Don’t Forget to Apply 
for the Wyoming Super 
Tag 
In 2017, the raffle raised $820,130 for wildlife 
conservation in Wyoming!  A total of 13,646 
individuals participated in the raffle purchas-
ing 62,551 Super Tag tickets.  This represents 

a 16% increase in individual participation and an 18% increase in ticket sales from 2016.The Department is 
again offering the “Ultimate Hunting Gear Raffle” as an incentive to purchase more tickets.  Individuals are 
entered into this raffle each time they purchase 5 or more Super Tag tickets or 2 or more Super Tag 
Trifecta tickets.  Participating companies this year are KUIU Swarovski Optik, Mathews Archery, Maven, 
and Weatherby.    

2018 Wyoming Outdoor 
Hall of Fame Inductees to 
be Honored 
Join us in Cody at the Buffalo Bill Center for the 
West on Thursday, March 15, for the Wyoming 
Outdoor Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony. 
Doors open at 5 p.m.; dinner begins at 6 p.m. 
Tickets and tables available for purchase online.  

The primary purpose of the Hall of Fame is to honor 
those individuals, both living and posthumously, who have made significant, lasting lifetime contributions to the 
conservation of Wyoming's outdoor heritage. 
 
Each year, recognition is given to a select few people who have worked consistently over many years to conserve 
Wyoming's natural resources through volunteer service, environmental restoration, educational activities, audio/
visual and written media, the arts, and political and individual leadership. 
 

Another goal of the Hall of Fame is to educate the public about, and promote the significance of, Wyoming's 
rich outdoor heritage. Inductees will be solid role models for today's youth. 

2018 Hall of Fame Inductees 
 Gary B. Butler 

 William G. Hepworth 

 Dr. George T. Baxter (posthumously) 


