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Bald Eagle and Trumpeter Count 
Jackson Nongame Biologist Susan Patla completed the annual bald eagle oc-
cupancy aerial survey flight for the Jackson and Pinedale regions on April 3 
and April 14.    She checked a total of  80 nesting territories along the Snake 
and Green Rivers south to Fontenelle Reservoir.   A total of 81% of the territo-
ries were occupied including 3 new sites.   Eagles were observed incubating 
eggs at 60 sites total.    A few pairs at higher elevation areas appeared to be 
delayed this year given the lingering winter conditions.  Nesting data will be 
provided to partner agencies for management and protection of nesting ea-
gles.  

In addition, Patla documented a total of 257 Trumpeter Swans during the 
spring flights, including some residents already on territories (some pairs sit-
ting on frozen ponds) as well as flocks of Canadian migrants that have not 
yet left Wyoming.   Some migrant Snow Geese and American White Pelicans were also observed.  High 
elevation areas are still frozen and under deep snow levels. 

At left, is an aerial photo Patla snapped of the Teton Pines golf 
course ponds. Although hard to see, over 60 trumpeter swans 
were counted on April 3.  When these shallow ponds open up in 
mid to late-March they provide transitional habitat for a few 
weeks for hundreds of both migrant and resident swans during 
the spring thaw period.   This site and the WGFD South Park 
WHMA habitat ponds provide additional foraging in the pre-
nesting period when swans are most stressed for food.  Lack of 
habitat during  this time pe-
riod has been identified as 

one of the critical limiting factors for this swan population. 

Patla also started working on swan nest platforms at a few sites 
and looking at ways to improve other sites to enhance productivity 
for Wyoming's small resident population.  She thanks everyone 
who has provided information on both living swan locations and 
swan mortalities this winter and spring. 



Tracking Trout 
Migration corridors are big topic these days, but not 
just for big game. Fish managers are very interested in 
how well fish are able to travel up and down water-
ways, but especially how well they can navigate past 
potential impediments such as culverts and irrigation 
diversion, which can prevent  fish from reaching im-
portant habitat.  

One way to follow fish travels is with radio transmit-
ters, but a much easier and less expensive method is 
through PIT (Passive Integrated Transponder) tags. 
Jackson fish managers are implanting over 100 fish 
with PIT tags in Horse Creek south of Jackson to 

monitor how well the 
fish negotiate both the current and the new culverts that will be installed as 
part of the upcoming re-construction of Highway 89 .   

PIT tag trackers are installed above and below the culverts and above and be-
low an irrigation diversion structure upstream on the Game & Fish Commission-
owned Horse Creek Wildlife Habitat Management Area to monitor fish move-
ment through these areas. 
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Jackson Fish Managers Diana Miller, Clark Johnson and Anna Senecal collect 
cutthroat trout through electro-fishing on  Horse Creek south of Jackson.  

Photos (counter-clockwise from left) 1) Jackson Fish 
Biologist Diana Miller inserts a PIT tag into the belly of 
a Snake River cutthroat trout. 2) Two different sized 
PIT tags used based on the size of the fish. 3) One of 
the larger sized PIT tags being inserted into the belly of 
a cutthroat trout. 4) A PIT tag tracking system that 
includes two electrical wires spanning the stream, one 
above the surface and one below on the streambed, to 
detect whenever one of the tagged fish crosses. Each 
tag has it’s own frequency so managers can also deter-
mine the individual fish that pass by.  



Bears are Out 
There have been multiple reports of bears 
being out of their winter dens, mostly being 
seen in Grand Teton National Park. How-
ever, this grizzly track was seen by Jackson 
Large Carnivore Biologist Mike Boyce just 
north of the Cache Creek Trailhead on Nel-
son Drive in east Jackson on Monday, April 
9. Apparently, the bear was just passing 
through as there have been no reports or 
further sign of the bear. Last year at this 
time, a grizzly bear was documented on a 
trail camera in Game Creek south of Jackson. 
Boyce suspected this could be the same 
bear, but didn’t know for sure. 
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“Do you know what you’d do if you 
found yourself face to face with a 
bear or mountain lion?”   

 
If not, you should attend the...  
 

“Staying Safe in Large Carnivore Country”  
Seminar 

 

When:  Thursday, May 3, 2018, 6:00 – 8:00 PM 

Where:  Teton County Library Auditorium 

Cost:  FREE! 

For more information please call the Jackson Game and Fish office at 733-2321 or  

800-423-4113. 
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Shed Hunting 
The Wyoming Game and Fish Department reminds antler hunt-
ers there is a season in place which prohibits the gathering of 
horns or shed antlers from January 1 through April 30 on public 
lands west of the Continental Divide in Wyoming. This regula-
tion has been in effect since 2009 and includes all state-owned 
lands as well as federal lands. While regional game wardens 
are reporting generally good compliance with the shed antler 
regulation this year, there are currently active cases in both 
the Jackson and Pinedale regions.  

In addition, many big game winter ranges in both Teton and 
Sublette counties have further restrictions to either human 
presence or motor vehicles during the winter months. However, the shed antler regulation does apply to all other 
federal or public lands not covered under such winter range closures. Similarly, Wildlife Habitat Management Ar-
eas (WHMAs)  managed by the Wyoming Game and Fish Department in the Jackson and Pinedale Regions are 
closed to human presence December 1 through April 30. For more information on Game & Fish WHMAs, you may 
visit the website at: http://wgfd.wyo.gov/accessto/whmas.asp  

According to the Wyoming Game and Fish Commission regulation, 
“collection” is defined as: to search for, locate, stockpile, or possess shed 
antlers and horns of big game animals on public land or attempt to search 
for, locate, stockpile, or possess shed antlers and horns of big game animals 
on public land.  

With a continued increase in popularity for shed antler hunting, and a corre-
sponding increase in public complaints of violations, Wyoming Game and 
Fish wardens are stepping up enforcement efforts to make sure everyone is 
playing by the rules. Each winter, the Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
brings in additional game wardens 
from across the state to increase the 

enforcement presence on key winter ranges, both to deter the poaching of 
big game during early winter and to enforce the antler hunting regulation 
after animals have shed their antlers. 

The purpose of the seasonal closure is to minimize harassment or distur-
bance of big game animals on their winter and spring ranges when animals 
are most vulnerable to stress and displacement to less productive habitats. 
It is especially important that these animals not have to endure any unnec-
essary stress at this most critical time.  

Many animals are now beginning their annual migration toward their sum-
mer ranges. Landowners are asked to open any gates they can to make it 
easier for animals to move across the landscape. Additionally, many ani-
mals will be crossing roadways, so motorists are asked to slow down and 
keep a close watch for animals, especially during dawn and dusk hours.  

 
Jackson Office Manager Barb Long tags some impressive elk antlers that were 
picked up by the local Boy Scouts under a special use permit on the National Elk 
Refuge and will be sold at the Jackson annual antler auction on May 19. 

http://wgfd.wyo.gov/accessto/whmas.asp
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Fish Habitat that Works...or not 
Jackson Aquatic Habitat Biologist Anna Senecal completed 
the final round of monitoring on Edmiston Spring, a small 
spring creek that flows through the town of Wilson. Willow 
structures, like this one pictured, were installed in the creek 
to provide habitat for fish and concentrate low stream flows. 
Structures installed upstream of WY Highway 22 continue to 
function and provide great habitat for juvenile cutthroat trout 
while those installed downstream of the highway have silted 
in (from storm water runoff) and hold no fish. Senecal 
learned that installing these structures in systems with un-
natural sediment supplies will not produce long-term habitat 
benefits associated with the structures themselves. The struc-

tures will, however, continue to concentrate flows and encourage desirable meander patterns in small streams. 

Swan Call 
North Jackson Game Warden Jon Stephens responded to a report of trumpeter swan that might be injured 
near Jackson Hole High School recently. He arrived to find the young swan properly using the pedestrian 
crosswalk (below). After examining the bird, it appeared to be in good health with no broken wing, so 
Stephens loaded it into the cab of his truck for relocation(right). 
However, Jon’s yellow lab,  Gus, appeared none too happy with his 
new cab mate. Stephens released the swan to a pond at the Na-
tional Elk Refuge. While reports of dead or injured swans are not 
uncommon for Jackson during the winter months, Game & Fish has 
responded to several more calls this winter for some reason.  



Stuck Elk 
Afton Game Warden James Hobbs (left) and 
South Jackson Game Warden Kyle Lash re-
sponded to a bull elk that got caught with it’s 
“head in the cookie jar”, so to speak. The bull 
had gotten it’s antlers stuck in the bars of a 
Star Valley rancher’s hay feeder while trying 
to snitch some hay. Hobbs and Lash had to 
saw off one of the bull’s antler tines to get it 
unstuck, but it ran away otherwise un-
harmed.  

Regional game wardens have responded to 
some other instances of elk commingling 

with cattle, but overall elk dam-
age to private lands has been 
considerably less than last year 
due to the mild weather at the 
lower elevations. 
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Don’t Forget to Apply for 
the Wyoming Super Tag 
In 2017, the raffle raised $820,130 for wildlife 
conservation in Wyoming!  A total of 13,646 indi-
viduals participated in the raffle purchasing 
62,551 Super Tag tickets.  This represents a 16% 
increase in individual participation and an 18% 
increase in ticket sales from 2016.The Depart-
ment is again offering the “Ultimate Hunting 
Gear Raffle” as an incentive to purchase more 

tickets.  Individuals are entered into this raffle each time they purchase 5 or more Super Tag tickets or 2 or 
more Super Tag Trifecta tickets.  Participating companies this year are KUIU Swarovski Optik, Mathews Arch-
ery, Maven, and Weatherby.    


