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Snake River Cutthroats Surveyed 
The Jackson fish crew conducted their annual fish sur-
vey of the Snake River on a five-mile reach south of Wil-
son. While the numbers haven’t been analyzed yet, 
there was a noticeable number of Snake River cut-
throats greater than 16 inches.  

Photos: (Above right) Jackson Fish Biologist Diana 
Miller handles the oars while Fish Tech Riley Young 
watches for fish that have been stunned by the dan-
gling electrodes. (Left) Jackson Aquatic Habitat Biolo-
gist Anna Senecal measures a hefty 18.7 inch cutthroat. 
(Below) Riley Young transfers his catch to a live car to 
be weighed and measured. 
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The Alpine Check Station 

Many of the Game and Fish Department’s hunter check stations have become 
something of an institution over the years and the Alpine check station is one of 
them. South Jackson Wildlife Biologist Gary Fralick typically runs the Alpine check 
station for several days coinciding with the September 15 deer opener. This hunt 
season, Fralick has contacted nearly 800 hunters and members of the public. 
With last year’s hard winter everyone was anticipating a reduced deer harvest, 
but there were still several trophy class mule deer bucks taken again in the Wyo-
ming Range herd. Gary checked a total of 49 deer, which was about half the total 
of previous years. Gary also checked 19 elk, one moose, one mountain goat, one 
pronghorn, two black bears and one wolf.  

Photos (Clockwise from top right): Jackson Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) Technician Chris Timber-
lake collects lymph nodes from an elk to test for CWD, 2) South Jackson Wildlife Biologist Gary Fralick 
shares information on herd management with a hunter. 3) Fralick checks in a hunter’s black bear.        

4) Fralick and Timberlake collect teeth and 
lymph nodes from a buck mule deer.        
Photos by Niki Johnson 

Early Hunt Season Results 
Jackson Region game wardens and biologists have been out in the field visiting with hunters, working check stations 
and checking in animals at the Jackson office. North Jackson Game Warden Jon Stephens has made multiple trips 

into the Gros Ventre and Teton Wilderness reporting that elk hunters had some suc-
cess with the September snows, but most of the outfitters have pulled out of the 
high country along with the game, in search of more available feed. All wardens are 
reporting that overall hunter compliance 
has been good. Warden Stephens did write 
citations for waste of an elk and taking a 2-
point buck deer during the new 3-point or 
more season. 

(Left) Jackson Wildlife Management Coordinator 

Doug McWhirter checks in a successful mountain 

goat hunter’s animal. Both wardens and hunters are 

reporting fewer ruffed grouse this fall, but hunters 

are finding some  birds (Right). 
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Jackson Hole Adopt-a-Trout 
The Jackson fish crew teamed up with the local 
Trout Unlimited Chapter, Teton Conservation Dis-
trict and Grand Teton National Park to continue it’s 
Jackson Hole Adopt-a-Trout Program this fall. Ap-
proximately 200 Jackson Hole Middle School students attended an out-

door day in Wilson that included six field stations: electrofishing, radio telemetry, 
fish surgery/tagging, macroinvertebrates, water quality, and journaling.  

The Adopt-a-Trout Program educates students about 
their local watershed and fisheries while also provid-
ing important data to resource managers with track-
ing the seasonal movements of radio-tagged fish. 
Fish managers radio-marked 30 fish and returned 
them to Fish Creek north of Wilson to study winter 
habitat use and spring spawning movement as well 
as identify areas of conservation need. Local fish 
managers will also participate in additional classroom 
visits throughout the year and another field day in 
June where the kids will do a conservation “service” project.   



A Bad Moose Story 

Jackson Game warden Kyle Lash re-

sponded to a call of a bull moose that 

had been hit by a truck and trailer on 

Highway 22 west of Wilson, WY. Appar-

ently, the moose ran in between the 

truck and trailer as it passed by and 

ended up under the trailer (Left).  

Highway 22 between Jackson and the 

Idaho state line, including Teton Pass, 

has proven to be deadliest stretch for 

moose as of late, with no fewer than 

eight being struck and killed just this 

summer. The nearby intersecting high-

way 390 to Teton Village has tradition-

ally been a bad stretch, but the number of moose being hit there seems to have decreased since the 

WY Department of Transportation implemented a lower speed limit (35mph) at night. However, a bull 

moose was recently struck there and had to be put down. 

Deer Decoy Operation 
Wyoming Game and Fish law enforcement officers from the 
Jackson Region conducted a deer decoy operation on the 
west side of the Teton Range, near the Wyoming-Idaho bor-
der, in an effort to reduce the number of hunting violations 
occurring there. Game and Fish officials have received sev-
eral complaints of out of season deer hunting occurring in 
the area over the years. The buck mule deer decoy was set 
up in Wyoming, two miles from the state line, on October 10 
in deer Hunt Area 149, which closed to Wyoming deer hunt-
ing on October 7.  
During the eight hours the decoy was set up, a total of seven 
vehicles passed by with four vehicles stopping and three of 
them actually shooting at it. A total of five citations were 
given to the shooters for taking a deer out of season, which 
carries a $805 fine and for shooting from a public roadway. 
“We don’t use decoys a lot,” says Jackson Game Warden Kyle Lash. “But when we have certain problem areas 
such as this, they have proven to be pretty effective. They’re effective in that they put the wildlife, the game 
warden and the violator all at the crime scene at the same time. They’re just a good tool to keep hunters play-
ing by the rules.”  
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Jackson Game Warden Kyle Lash and Jackson Wildlife Supervi-
sor Brad Hovinga set up a deer decoy on the west side of the 
Tetons to help deter illegal hunting there. 



Mending Fences 
The Jackson Habitat & Access crew have been busy replac-
ing signs at several Game and Fish Public Access Areas along 
the Salt River in Star Valley as well as the general upkeep of 
several elk feedground structures. At right, Chas Sumey 
makes some repairs on the elk fence at the Alpine 
Feedground. 

Bear Spray Giveaway 
Jackson hunters and anglers lined up on a chilly 
morning in September to get their free can of 
bear spray. Those interested simply had to take 
a short survey and present a valid Wyoming 
hunting or fishing license. Over 100 cans were 
given away in about 45 minutes. Purchase of the 
bear spray was made possible through funding 
from the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Bow-

hunters of Wyoming, Wyoming Outdoorsmen and 
Western Bear Foundation (formerly known as Yel-
lowstone Country Bear Hunters Association) . 
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WILD Science Festival 
The Game and Fish Department’s Jackson Re-
gion again participated in the annual JH Wild 
Science Festival held in conjunction with the 
Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival. Chance 
Roberts (Left), Riley Young, Ben Wise and 
Mark Gocke spent two days teaching several 
hundred kids about Wyoming’s fish and wild-
life, the importance of habitat and how we 
learn more about that relationship by tracking 
animals through radio telemetry.  
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 Swan Flight 

Nongame Wildlife Biologist Susan Patla (Right) took to the Wyoming skies to conduct 
her annual Pacific Flyway trumpeter swan fall survey on Sept. 17 and 18. The survey is a 
coordinated effort with Idaho and Montana to count resident swans in the Greater Yel-
lowstone population. Patla counted a total of 254 swans (198 white adults and 58 gray 
cygnets or young of the year), overall a decrease of 5% compared to 2016.  A majority of 
Wyoming's resident swans (67%) currently are found in the Green River drainage. The 
number of white swans counted decreased for the first time in the Green River survey 
area, falling from 149 in 2016 to 131 (12% decrease) while cygnet production was similar 
(43 compared to 45 in 2016).  After seven years of almost 10% growth in the Green River basin, the number 
of  white swans leveled off in 2016 and decreased in 2017. In the Pinedale/Green River Regions the number of 

nesting pairs (19) was lower compared to 2016 (24) indicat-
ing the effects of a cold, late spring with high run-off. Some 
high elevation lakes did not open up until June and other 
nest sites were inundated by flood water. Future surveys 
will show if  this newly expanded nesting population is 
reaching carrying capacity or if swans will continue to ex-
pand into new habitat. The department hopes to continue 
wetland conservation and restoration work with partners 
to keep this population growing. 

Lookin’ for Love in all the Wrong Places 

Late September and early October is the breeding season for moose and bulls often cover the ground look-

ing for a mate, meaning they can show up in some odd places. This bull moose seemed to have no care in 

the world when he strolled down Broadway, Jackson’s busiest street, at a very busy time around 8:00 am. 

Jackson Public Information Specialist Mark Gocke captured a few images and then was able to scare the bull 

away from the main drag, through a construction site and up East Gros 

Ventre Butte to a safer place. 


