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Jackson Lake Lakers Sampled 
The Jackson Fish Management Crew conducted their annual fall sampling 
and tagging of lake trout in Jackson Lake just as they have been doing 
since 1987.  

The lake trout are caught in nets set at night when the fish are coming into 
the shallows to spawn. Lake trout 20 inches or larger are tagged so that 
when caught at a later date they can learn about growth rates, move-
ments and survival of fish.  

To encourage tag returns, anglers have been offered a cash reward of up 
to $20 for tags or tag numbers along with the length, weight and location 
of the fish. Each year Jackson fish managers get a number of tag returns 
from anglers, as well as their own surveys. This year, 92 new fish were 
tagged and 31 previously tagged fish were recaptured, ranging in size from 
21 inches to 40 inches; 12 of which were caught by anglers.  

Managers like to see a growth rate of approximately one inch and one pound per year. Those in Jackson Lake are 
a bit under that rate, likely due to the relatively cold water. Lake trout can live to be well over 30 years old. 

Below Jackson Fisheries Technicians Chance Roberts (left) and Riley Young hold a couple of the larger lake trout netted in theis year’s sam-

pling effort. The fish below weighed 26 pounds and is likely over 20 years old. 
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Getting a Refuge Permit 
A common hunting question this time of year is how one can obtain a 
permit to hunt elk on the National Elk Refuge.  

An opportunity to hunt elk on the National Elk Refuge (Hunt Area 77) is 
open to those hunters with a valid Wyoming elk license. The application 
process for National Elk Refuge elk hunting permits is conducted online 
through the Wyoming Game & Fish Department’s Access Yes! program. 
A direct link to login and begin the permit application process is here: 
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/plpwFrontEnd2008/default.aspx. 

Hunters must apply for an alternate permit online between Friday at 9:00 am and Sunday at 11:59 pm MST for 
the upcoming hunt period. Hunters will designate during the application process if they want to be considered 
for a Tuesday–Friday or a Saturday–Tuesday alternate permit for the upcoming hunt period. The results of the 
weekly computerized random draw for permits will be posted on the application web site by 8:00 am on each 
Monday morning (November 27, December 4 & 11) prior to the hunt period applied for. 

The number of permits issued will vary, depending on hunter harvest rates and participation. Individuals who 
were already successful in obtaining an elk permit for another hunt period may still apply for an alternate permit. 

Additionally, later in the season as elk activity picks up, field-issued permits are issued by random drawing at the 
Miller House parking lot on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday mornings at 7:00 am. To apply, hunters must submit 
their name and valid WGFD elk license number into the draw canister and be present at the drawing. If drawn, 
that hunter and one other hunter will receive Refuge permits to hunt either two or three days, depending on 
when the next drawing takes place. This drawing may be delayed or canceled if staff is not available due to safety 
concerns related to hunter and animal densities. For additional information on field-issued Refuge permits hunt-
ers can call the NER Hunt Information Line at 307-201-5437 to be notified if field permits are available.  

These items must be in possession while hunting on the Refuge: 

1. Refuge elk hunting permit 

2. Valid state elk hunting license (excluding limited quota archery only) 

3. Hunter Safety card if required by state law 

4. Wyoming Conservation Stamp 

5. Wyoming Elk Feed Ground Special Management Permit. 

A permitted elk hunter is allowed one other person to hunt with 
them, who must also meet the above requirements. Hunters are 
limited to a maximum of seven cartridges in possession. Desig-
nated retrieval roads will be open to vehicle travel to retrieve elk 
from 10:00 am until dark. Elk should be dragged to the nearest 
retrieval road. 

Hunters are urged to visit the following links for more informa-
tion and updates about hunting on the National Elk Refuge: 

National Elk Refuge Elk Hunting page: http://bit.ly/2xWJUO7 

National Elk Refuge 2017 Information and Regulations brochure: http://bit.ly/2ytUpff 

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/plpwFrontEnd2008/default.aspx
http://bit.ly/2xWJUO7
http://bit.ly/2ytUpff
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(Above) Limbs of a crabapple tree broken by a black bear feeding on crabapples. (Right) Jackson Large Carnivore Biologist 

Mike Boyce visits with an east Jackson resident about securing bear attractants and provides his contact information to call 

if the bear returns. (Above Right) Boyce picks up garbage strewn about an east Jackson neighborhood the night before. 

Bear Conflicts Pick Up 
After a relatively quiet summer with regard to bear conflicts in and around 
Jackson, activity picked up in mid-October. An adult male black bear had to 
be captured and put down after it had received at least 18 different food 
rewards, mostly unsecured garbage, in a residential area of southeast Jack-
son. By the time Game and Fish had been notified the bear had already be-
come very bold and a human safety threat requiring it to be removed from 
the population. Despite going door-to-door visiting with residents about se-
curing their bear attractants, a second black bear began getting similar food 
rewards in the same neighborhood.  Fortunately, it has not returned in re-
cent weeks and hopefully has settled into hibernation. 

Hunters and Harvest Down 
According to South Jackson Wildlife Biologist Gary Fralick 
(Left) the 2017 big game hunt seasons have resulted in the 
fewest number of mule deer and elk checked during any one 
hunting season over the last 25 years. Gary and check station 
assistants worked a total of 11 check stations. The number of 
deer checked usually ranges between 100 and 155, and this 
year just 49 deer were checked. The lower harvest was some-
what expected with the significant winter impacts on western 
Wyoming deer herds this past year.  

However, despite elk herd numbers holding their own, elk har-
vest checks were the lowest ever as well.  In the late 1990s and early 2000s, Gary would check 200-300 total elk dur-
ing the hunting season and this year just 55 elk were checked. Over the last five years, approximately 55-75 elk were 
recorded through the Greys River Check Station alone. This year only 22 elk were recorded through the Greys River 
check station through the first five days of the hunting season. A total of at least 1247 hunters/members of the pub-
lic were contacted.    



Late Season Rams 
Those persistent late season bighorn sheep hunters 
continued to bring in their rams after a successful 
hunt. Each legally-harvested ram, whether through 
hunting or simply found in the field, must be regis-
tered and “plugged” with a harvest identification 
number at a Game and Fish regional office. At right, 
Jackson Wildlife Biologist Aly Courtemanch applies 
glue to a small hole drilled into the horn before seat-
ing the plug (Lower right). Below, Aly, poses for a 
photo with Sara Nance, a Wounded Warrior veteran 
and successful sheep hunter! 

Bird Talk 
Jackson Nongame Wildlife Biologist Susan Patla 
gave a talk on the Department’s nongame bird 
program in Kemmerer for Audubon Wyoming 
and Hawk Watch International Migration Bird 
Day. The next morning, she helped lead a field 
trip at Viva Naughton Reservior for over 40 peo-
ple. Later in the month she was also invited to 
speak at the Riverton Museum on Trumpeter 
Swan natural history and management. 
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Susan speaking at the Riverton 

Museum about Trumpeter Swans  
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Saving Star Valley Trout 
The Jackson Fish Management Crew elec-
trofished about 1500 feet of the eastside canal 
near Thayne in order to salvage fish that would 
likely perish when the irrigation water dries up 
for the year. They had the help of 13 members of 
the Star Valley Trout Unlimited chapter and Trout 
Unlimited Snake River Headwaters Project Man-
ager Leslie Steen. In total, the crew returned 616 
fish back to the Salt River including 187 brown 
trout, 67 mountain whitefish, 225 Snake River 
cutthroat trout, 54 Utah suckers, 78 sculpin, two 
redside shiners, and three longnose dace. 

Down at Auburn  

The Auburn Fish Hatchery in Star Valley has been busy 

shipping and receiving Kokanee eggs this month.  Au-

burn received approximately 1.5 million kokanee salmon 

eggs from the from the flaming Gorge spawning opera-

tions, which will be reared this winter and stocked out 

next summer.  



 Jackson Region Monthly Newsletter 

 November 2017 Conserving Wildlife, Serving People 

In the Field 
Jackson Region game wardens Kyle Lash, Jon Stephens and 
James Hobbs have all been busy making field visits with 
area hunters, anglers and trappers. With fall hunting sea-
sons in full swing, managing these hunts draws much of 
their time. South Jackson Game Warden Kyle Lash reports 
working the opening day of the Elk Reduction Program in 
Grand Teton National Park on horseback, while also check-
ing area waterfowl hunters (Both above). There are still 
some anglers braving the weather and taking advantage of 
some late-season cutthroats on the Snake River (Below). 
Warden Lash has even been spending a little time visiting 
some trap sites to make sure they’re in compliance.  

Photos provided by Kyle Lash 


