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Snake River Range Goats Captured 
For a fifth straight year, Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD) per-
sonnel captured mountain goats from the Snake River Range  near Wyo-
ming’s western border with Idaho. To this point, goats have been ground-
darted near the mouth of the Snake River Canyon just north of Alpine. This 
year, a helicopter capture crew was able capture four goats (two billies and 

two nannies) from backcountry 
locations in North Indian Creek.  

The goal of the research is to 
learn more about the health, sea-
sonal movements and survival 
rates for the mountain goat herd that spans the two states. Mountain 
goats were first introduced in the Snake River Range by the Idaho Fish 
and Game Department in 1969. Since that time, the goats have slowly, but 
steadily, expanded their range into Wyoming. An aerial survey completed 
in 1996 noted 24 goats in Wyoming. The latest survey completed in Au-
gust of 2016 recorded 93. The goats have not only increased in number, 
but also their distribution, with animals (primarily billies) now being 
sighted in the Wyoming and Salt Ranges 
and both sexes in the Teton Range.  

To help curb herd growth, and provide a 
recreational opportunity, the WGFD initi-
ated a hunting season for the Palisades 
herd in 1999, offering four licenses. The 
once in a life-
time licenses 
were increased 
to eight in 2005 
and then to 12 
in 2015.  

(Above) South Jackson Wildlife Biologist Gary Fralick fits a GPS collar to one 

of the billies captured. (Right) Fralick and pilot David Rivers prepare to 

attach two goats to the the helicopter for transport (Far right) back to 

their capture site in North Indian Creek in the southern Snake River Range. 

Pinedale Habitat Biologist Cheyenne Stewart draws a 

blood sample from one of the four goats captured. 

Wildlife Biologist Matt Huizenga collects a tonsil 

swab sample to test for various pathogens. 
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Counting the Herds 
Winter is typically the time when wildlife managers con-
duct their big game surveys because animals are concen-
trated on their winter ranges, making them easier to 
count. Counts are conducted from both the ground and 
the air. Managers not only count the total number of 
animals, but also classify them as males, females and 
young of the year.  

The Jackson elk herd is the largest in the state at around 
11,000 animals and the annual count always generates a 
lot of interest, from both the public and the media. The 
National Elk Refuge winters the largest concentration of 
elk in the herd making it both impressive and challeng-
ing. It is usually an interagency effort involving some 20 
people to complete. This year, there were 8,900 elk 

counted on feed on the National Elk Refuge, with another 1,900 or 
so counted on the Gros Ventre feedgrounds, adjacent winter 
ranges and the Buffalo Valley, bringing the total counted to 
10,800. The population is estimated at roughly 11,000 elk in the 
herd, which is about the same as last year. 

Jackson Wildlife Biologist Aly Courtemanch and Jackson Game 
Warden Jon Stephens conducted five days of big game classifica-
tions in the North Jackson area via helicopter. These surveys in-
form population management and hunt season setting each year. 
Due to severe winter conditions and deep snow, most ungulates 
were concentrated at low elevations and very visible from the air. 
Surveys indicate that the Jackson Bighorn Sheep Herd is stable. 
The Jackson Bison Herd is at its population objective due to a hunt-
ing season where 98% of bison hunters were successful. A total of 504 bison were counted on supplemental feed 
on the National Elk Refuge and 42 bison were found wintering near Spread Creek and Uhl Hill in Grand Teton Na-
tional Park. A total of 327 moose were counted during the survey, nearly 100 more than last year. This is mostly 
due to high visibility of moose that are concentrated in willow riparian areas instead of forested areas this year. 
The moose calf to cow ratio increased again this year with 46 calves per 100 cows, which is encouraging.  

Regional public meetings to discuss 
the proposed 2017 big game hunting 
seasons will be taking place March 21 
at 6:00 pm at the Teton County Com-
missioners Chambers in Jackson and 
March 22 at the Afton Civic Center 
also starting at 6:00pm. For more 
information on those meetings or to 
provide online comments go 
to: https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Get-
Involved/Public-Meetings.  

 

Jackson Large Carnivore Biologist Mike Boyce (Left) and Pinedale Wildlife 

Supv. John Lund count elk at the National Elk Refuge on February 21. 

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Get-Involved/Public-Meetings
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Get-Involved/Public-Meetings
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Tough Winter 
All of western Wyoming continues to be above average for 
snowfall and the water in that snow. This always means it’s a 
tough winter for wildlife. The combination of very cold tem-
peratures, deep snow and a couple thaw and refreezing cycles 
has made it very difficult for animals to move or find forage. 
Consequently, the animals typically head for the lower eleva-
tions and developed areas which puts them into conflict or po-
tentially unsafe situations for the animal and/or people. And 
this is when the Game and Fish phones start to ring. Our Game 
Wardens and other regional personnel continue to spend 
countless hours responding to calls of wildlife in a variety of 
conflict situations or that have died on people’s property. Of 
course, many more animals have died that the Game and Fish 
doesn’t even hear about. This winter will undoubtedly have an 
impact on many big game herds, especially mule deer.   

In early February Jackson Game Warden Kyle Lash received a 
call about an elk acting strangely off Broadway Street in Jack-
son, adjacent to the National Elk Refuge. Warden Lash at-
tempted to haze the elk back to the refuge, however the elk 
had no fear of people and would not move. With help from 
National Elk Refuge Law Enforcement Officer Bryan Yetter, 
they were able to slip a tow strap around the sick elk’s neck 
and slowly lead the elk back into the National Elk Refuge. Photo 
by Bryan Yetter 

Jackson Game Warden Jon Stephens was called to come pick up this 

fawn mule deer that died on the front porch of a Jackson pawn shop. 

Unfortunately, this has been a fairly common occurrence this winter.  

A group of elk that found a landowner’s hay south of Jackson.  

A moose munching on a landowner’s shrubbery in a subdivi-

sion near Jackson. A common sight this winter. 
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Wolverines Detected! 
A team of Wyoming Game and Fish Department researchers recently detected 
two wolverines on trail cameras in the Absaroka Range west of Cody. These 
rare sightings are a significant boost to the three-year monitoring initiative 
studying wolverine distribution in the Bighorn Mountains and Greater Yellow-
stone Ecosystem. 
 
The wolverine images were captured in February on trail cameras which are 
placed in remote locations and checked every month or two. Of the two wol-
verines spotted, one is well-known to researchers. The 11-year-old female was 
first collared as a juvenile in Montana. She was captured on a trail camera in 
Wyoming in 2014 and again, now in 2017. This female has very distinct markings 
which make her identifiable with good trail camera pictures. She has a white 
sock on her front leg with a black dot on her 
left paw and a full white bib on her chest and 
belly. The other wolverine is an unknown 
adult. 
 

“These latest images build on our knowledge 
of wolverines in Wyoming, and the observa-
tions fall within expected wolverine habitat,” 
said Zack Walker, the Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department’s non-game bird and mammal su-
pervisor. 

 
In late 2016, Game and Fish biologists and a team of volunteers placed trail cameras 
throughout the Bighorn Mountains and Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. Trail cam-
eras provide data on wolverine presence while wire brushes are fixed to the bait 
tree to snag a few hairs from passing animals that can be used for DNA analysis. 
Wolverines live in habitats with limited amounts of food, so individual animals re-
quire hundreds of square miles to live and reproduce. This means the number of ani-

mals living in a given area is 
extremely low. 
 
Monitoring of wolverines has 
occurred the last two winters in Wyoming by the Game and 
Fish with significant support from the U.S. Forest Service and 
volunteers. During the winter of 2015-2016, wolverines were 
detected in three of the 25 monitored cells. Game and Fish is 
surveying an additional 26 cells during the winter of 2016-2017. 
 
Learn more about the wolverine crew and their project on the 
department’s Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/pg/
WyoGFD/posts/ or on the Game and Fish webpage: https://

wgfd.wyo.gov/
About-Us/
Wyoming-

Wolverine researchers head into the north-
ern Teton Range to check and rebait a re-
mote camera set-up to detect the presence 
of wolverines. 

Remote camera photo of an 11 year-old 
female wolverine  with the distinct 
markings of a wolverine first captured 
in Montana as juvenile in 2006. 

A Wyoming wolverine that visted a bait site and was 

photographed with a remote trail camera. 
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Bighorn Sheep Surveillance 

The Wyoming Game and Fish Department is continuing its multi-year research pro-
ject on bighorn sheep in the Jackson Region. In March, 14 female bighorn sheep 
were captured for disease sampling and fitted with radio collars to learn more 

about their survival, migration 
patterns and the potential pres-
ence of disease. Samples were 
collected to test for respiratory 
pathogens that can cause pneu-
monia. In addition, researchers 
from the Wyoming Cooperative 
Fish and Wildlife Research Unit 
performed an ultrasound on 
each animal to determine preg-
nancy and measure body fat. This 
is part of a three-year study 
evaluating how body condition is 
related to pneumonia outbreaks.  

The Jackson herd, which typically 
numbers approximately 500 animals, 
has experienced two significant die-
offs in recent years. In 2002, it was 

estimated that as many as 50 percent was lost due to a pneumonia outbreak and an-
other estimated 30 percent lost again in 2012. It is esti-
mated that the herd has climbed back to around 400 ani-
mals currently. Other bighorn sheep herds across the 
Rocky Mountains have also experienced significant de-
clines in population due to pneumonia in recent years.  

A bighorn ewe is hauled to the processing area by (front left) 

Jackson Game Warden Kyle Lash and (front right) Jessie Johnson 

with WY Wildlife Federation. 

Recaptured sheep being dropped off. 

Dr. Kevin Monteith with the Wyo-

ming Cooperative Fish & Wildlife 

Rsearch Unit uses an ultrasound to 

check a ewe for pregnancy. 

(Above) Jackson Wildlife Biologist Aly Courtemanch prepares 

to draw a blood sample. (Left) A sheep is ferried back to its 

capture location. (Below) A sheep is released after processing. 
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Tracking Elk 
This month, biologists from the Game and Fish teamed up with 
National Elk Refuge personnel to chemically immobilize 36 cow 
elk on the National Elk Refuge. The elk were fitted with GPS 
tracking collars to help define seasonal movements. Blood sam-
ples also were collected to contribute to a long term database 
looking at brucellosis prevalence in elk, and for pregnancy de-
termination. 
 
In all, a total of 538 elk were handled by the Game and Fish 
brucellosis program biologists in the Jackson and Pinedale re-
gions this winter. This included capturing 453 animals in corral 

traps at Greys 
(Alpine), South 
Park, and Fall and Muddy Creek feedgrounds. An additional 85 elk 
were darted on other state feedgrounds and the National Elk Ref-
uge. The elk darted on state feedgrounds were checked for pregnancy 
and fitted with Vaginal Implant Transmitters (VITs) to determine 
where animals have their calves. A total of 78 GPS collars and 37 VITs 
were deployed and 321 blood samples were collected for brucellosis 
testing, which is cur-
rently being done at 
the Wyoming Game & 
Fish Vet Lab in Lara-
mie.  

Biologists prepare to dart a cow elk at the National Elk Refuge  

A bull elk investigates a tranquilizer dart in the rump of a 

cow elk before the drug takes effect. 

Jackson Game Warden Trainee Justin Dodd and National Elk 

Refuge Biologist Technician Tim Pratt fit a GPS collar. 

(Above) Biologists steady a tranquilized elk as they prepare to 

collect a blood sample and fit it with a GPS collar at the National 

Elk Refuge. (Right) Game and Fish Brucellosis Program Supervisor 

Brandon Scurlock steadies a cow elk as it regains its feet after be-

ing tranquilized. 
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Catch of the Day 

The ice fishing on Jackson Lake seems to have started picking up as evi-

denced by this catch by a group of anglers (Right) on Saturday, March 4. 

On average, Jackson fish managers like to see a catch rate of .5 fish per 

hour for ice anglers. The ice fishing generally tends to pick up as the win-

ter turns to spring, so now is a good time to go.  

However, with the recent warm weather, ice anglers are encouraged to 

be cautious and pay attention to the ice conditions.  It  is highly recom-

mended to always fish with a buddy in case someone breaks through 

and needs help. 

It’s Antler Time 

Jackson Office Manager Niki Johnson tagged her first 

batch of antlers this spring. Several antlers on the skull 

were picked up by National Elk Refuge staff and the 

heads were brought in by the local Boy Scouts troop to 

be tagged. The scouts have historically helped the ref-

uge with antler pick-up and handling each year and 

then get to keep a portion of the profits in return.  

Diggin’ Out 

Jackson Region Wildlife Supervisor Brad Hovinga got 

out of the office for a day to help shovel snow off 

one of the Game Warden patrol cabins. There are a 

handful of patrol cabins maintained by the Game and 

Fish across the state to allow game wardens to stay 

in the field during hunting seasons and other busy 

times of year, as needed.  
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Photo Page… 

A red fox munches on a duck it found in 

Grand Teton National Park. 

Photos taken by Jackson-Pinedale Regional Information and Education 

Specialist Mark Gocke in the Jackson Region over the past month. 

A raven emerges from the fog along the Snake River  

south of Jackson. 

Last light on the Sleeping Indian. 

Snow-laden trees along the Snake River. 

A mule deer doe takes a bite from an aspen tree south 

of Jackson. 

A bull elk rounds the corner above 

Lower Slide Lake. 

 


