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Bison Hunters Finish Strong 
The Jackson bison hunt, again, kept several regional wildlife per-
sonnel busy this fall, but especially in late December and early 
January. It is the longest big game hunting season in the region 
running from August 15-January 10, although most bison are har-
vested during the last few weeks of the season when winter sets 
in and bison tend to move from Grand Teton National Park to the 
National Elk Refuge.   

This year, December snows coupled 
with cold temperatures did push 
groups of bison onto the refuge mak-
ing them available to hunters. Harvest 

was steady, reaching the second high-
est take at 272 animals. The highest har-
vest was 299 in 2014.  

However, the early onset of winter also caused some groups of elk to leave the National Elk 
Refuge in search of forage on nearby private lands and cattle feedlines. Local managers from 
both the WY Game and Fish and National Elk Refuge agreed that it was important to start 
feeding as soon as possible to keep the remaining elk on the feedground and out of conflict. 
This required shutting down the bison hunt four days early on January 6.  

The bison season is set up so that it can be closed within a 48-hour period for just such a 
situation. Fortunately, the Jackson office 
staff had been reaching out to all of the 
licensed bison hunters about the possibility of an early closure 
since before Christmas.   

The Jackson Bison herd has been well above the 500 animal popu-
lation objective for many years, but this year’s harvest was right on 
par with manager’s goals and should bring numbers more in line 
with the population objective after calves are born this coming 
May.  

Samantha Kernan, 18, of Wheatland, WY, proudly poses behind 

the bull bison she harvested with her dad, Bill.  At right, another 

proud hunter with a nice bull taken on the elk refuge. 

Jackson Game Warden Jon Stephens (left) and BFH Biologist Ben Wise 

(center) collect a tooth sample from a bull bison that had accidently been 

taken by a hunter with a cow license. The animal had been confiscated and 

was being donated to a local family in need.  
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Christmas Bird Counts 

Jackson/Pinedale Nongame Biologist Susan Patla participated in two 

Christmas Bird Counts, one on each side of the Teton Range. In Jackson 

on December 17, 34 participants braved a cold day (high of 10 degrees) 

to tally a total of 47 species and 1,392 individual birds. One of the high-

lights of the day were two pair of Hooded Mergansers. The Teton Val-

ley count (Alta, WY/Driggs, ID) on December 31 was slightly warmer, 

but hampered by lingering low fog. Still, 40 participants counted 53 

species and 2887 individual birds. It proved to be a good year for rap-

tors there, considering the deep snowfall, with five Great Gray Owls 

along with one Prairie Falcon, one Red-tailed Hawk, five Rough-legged 

Hawks, two American Kestrels and two Northern Pygmy-Owls. 

Overall, total number of birds was lower compared to long-term aver-

ages and missing completely this year were American Robins. Only a 

few seed-eating birds such 

as Pine Siskin, Red Crossbill 

and Pine Grosbeak were 

found. These species can be 

prolific in some years. 

The top three species by number in Jackson included: Common Ra-

ven (210), Mallard (184), and Eurasian Collared-Dove/Cedar Waxwing 

(120 each). In Teton Valley, high counts included Black-billed Magpie 

(589), Mallard (527), and Black-capped Chickadee (181). 

Great Gray Owl 

A pair of hooded mergansers . Photo by Susan Patla 

Shop with a Cop 

Jackson game wardens Jon Stephens and Justin 

Dodd participated in the annual “Shop with a Cop” 

Christmas event. Officers from multiple agencies 

gathered to help kids buy and wrap presents for 

their families. Here Warden Dodd helps Bailey wrap 

a present for one of her family members. 
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Bison in the Barn 

While doing mule deer classifica-

tions in the town of Kelly, Jackson 

Wildlife Biologist Aly Courtemanch 

ran into a surprise. This bull bison 

seemed quite at his leisure helping 

himself to breakfast in someone’s 

barn. Aly was able to move him out 

of town and back into Grand Teton 

National Park. 

‘Tis the Season… 

All the Jackson Region game wardens have been 

busy responding to incidents of elk on private 

property. On January 10, Jackson personnel were 

able to move this group of about 25 elk that 

were in with a landowner’s horses in east Jack-

son. The elk were pushed toward the National 

Elk Refuge. The landowner was able to relocate 

his horses and remove the hay for a period to 

discourage the elk from returning. 
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Winter Big Game Counts 
The early winter big game counts have gotten 
underway with the mule deer classifications 
and bighorn sheep lamb surveys being con-
ducted by Jackson Wildlife Division personnel 
in December. A total of 260 mule deer were 
classified on the limited winter ranges around 
Jackson, with a fawn to doe ratio of 72 fawns 
per 100 does.  

The bighorn sheep and their lambs that were 
surveyed looked healthy on their winter ranges 
in December. The average lamb to ewe ratio 
was 42 lambs per 100 ewes. The Jackson big-
horn sheep herd has struggled with pneumo-
nia periodically over the years, so not seeing 
sheep with a runny nose or coughing is a wel-

come sign. The Game and Fish welcomes re-
ports of such from members of the public, if 
they see it. Unfortunately, several early and 

large snowstorms followed by rain/freeze events will make survival difficult for both mule deer and bighorn 
sheep this winter.  

Elk and moose surveys are typically conducted in early February each year. Wyoming Game and Fish managers 
will present the results of all the big game surveys  and the proposed hunting seasons for 2017 at public meetings 
scheduled for March 21 in Jackson and March 22 in Afton. 

Jackson Wildlife Biologist Aly Courtemanch snapped this photo of a group of 
bighorn ewes, including one that had been captured and fitted with a GPS 
collar earlier in December.  

Moose Predicament 

Afton Game Warden James Hobbs received a call about a moose 

stuck in a gate and arrived to find it lodged between the gate and a 

large log support. The cow and its calf both tried to slip through the 

gap between the two. The calf made it, but the cow was too big and 

had gotten stuck. The cow moose waited patiently while Warden 

Hobbs and the landowner were able to remove the gate, allowing 

her to rejoin her calf and be on her way.  



Growing Fish 

The Auburn Fish Hatchery in Star Valley is busy hatching eggs 

and raising young fish to be stocked in Wyoming waters this 

coming summer. The hatch-

ery received two lots of Fall 

Rainbow (Below right) brood 

eggs from the Dubois hatch-

ery. The hatchery also re-

ceived its last lot of Sheep 

Creek Kokanee eggs (Above 

right). The first lots received 

are now starting to hatch. 

The New Fork Lake Kokanee 

have all hatched and are now 

all on feed. 
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Ice On! 

Ice had finally formed on Jack-

son Lake by mid-December 

and anglers wasted no time in 

trying their luck. Most anglers 

have had good luck catching 

lake trout. Slide Lake in the 

Gros Ventre drainage has had 

ice much longer and several 

nice lake trout have been re-

ported being caught there al-

ready. 
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Photo Page... 

Sunrise from Teton Pass. Photos by Mark Gocke 

A black-billed magpie near Wilson. 

Trumpeter swans catching the morning sun on Fish Creek. 
A hooded merganser on Fish Creek. 

A morning fog over Fish Creek south of Wilson. 
A moose browsing frosty cottonwoods along the Gros Ventre River. 


