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Teton Sheep Sampled 
Jackson Wildlife Biologist Aly Courte-
manch worked with Grand Teton Na-
tional Park to capture six bighorn sheep 
via helicopter net-gunning from the Tar-
ghee Herd in the Teton Mountain 
Range. Sheep were ferried to a process-
ing area where disease samples and 
blood were collected and sheep were 
fitted with GPS collars. Hank Edwards, WY Game and Fish Department (WGFD) 
Laboratory Supervisor and Dr. Mary Wood, WGFD veterinarian, were on hand to 
monitor bighorn sheep health and collect disease samples. This effort is part of 
the on-going Wyoming Statewide Bighorn Sheep Herd Health Surveillance pro-
ject. Sheep from the Targhee Herd have not been handled and tested for disease 
since 2008 and 2009. Laboratory diagnostic techniques have advanced substan-
tially since then and the WGFD laboratory is one of the national leaders in tech-
niques to detect pneumonia pathogens. Understanding which pathogens the 
Targhee Herd may carry, along with neighboring bighorn sheep and mountain 
goat herds, will help inform WGFD and GTNP management in the future.  

Photos (Clockwise from above) A helicopter capture crew ferries a bighorn ewe captured in the Teton 

Range. 2) Jackson Wildlife Biologist Aly Courtemanch draws a blood sample. 3) Courtemanch ages a big-

horn ewe from it’s horn annuli. 4) Game and Fish Disease Specialist Hank Edwards streaks a tonsil swab 

sample. 5) Biologists weigh a bighorn ewe before collecting samples and ferrying it back to the Tetons. 
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Tough Winter 
After a couple of relatively mild winters, western Wyoming is 
getting a winter that will undoubtedly have an impact on big 
game herds, especially mule deer and moose. The combina-
tion of very cold temperatures, deep snow and a couple 
thaw and refreezing cycles has made it very difficult for ani-
mals to move or find forage. Consequently, Game and Fish 
personnel are addressing a high number of private land dam-
age situations and documenting a growing number of dead 
animals, especially fawns.   

“Like many across the state, we at Game and Fish are       
concerned when big game start dying mid-winter because 
there are several more months of potentially harsh weather 

to come,” said Chief of the Wildlife Division, Brian Nesvik. “In a 
situation like this we review the science related to options to 
determine if there is a way to mitigate the big game 
deaths.” Emergency feeding of deer is one idea that has come 
up as a way to stave off winter losses, but it has not been docu-
mented as a an effective management practice in minimizing 
winter mortality for large populations of deer or antelope.   

The Department held an online public meeting on Feb. 8 to 
take questions and discuss existing research on options such as 
emergency feeding of deer and antelope or removing coyotes 
that can prey on deer and pronghorn when they are vulnerable 
during the winter. A video recording of the meeting is available 
at https://wgfd.wyo.gov/winter2017. The Department has de-
termined it would not be feasible or effective to try to feed 
these species and has opted not to pursue any additional coy-
ote removal projects, but does 
appreciate public feedback on 
the science and research on 
this topic. Several peer-
reviewed papers are posted 

online at the webpage above. Game and Fish managers may need to adjust the 
fall hunting season proposals based on this winter’s big game mortalities. Re-
gional public meetings about the 2017 big 
game hunting seasons will be taking 
place March 21 in Jackson and March 22 
in Afton. For more information on those 
meetings go to https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Get
-Involved/Public-Meetings.  

 

A moose browses on a landowner’s available shrubbery. 

The Jackson Game & Fish office received countless calls about this 

group of bighorn sheep that were hanging out along highway 89 

north of Jackson. The sheep eventually joined other sheep on 

Miller Butte on the nearby National Elk Refuge. Many big game 

animals have been using roadways to avoid the deep snow. Un-

fortunately, many of them have been getting struck by vehicles. 

Game and Fish field personnel have picked up several 

deer that have succumb to the harsh winter condi-

tions, many of them fawns such as these (right).   

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwMjE2LjcwMTA2MjUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDIxNi43MDEwNjI1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTA0MjA5JmVtYWlsaWQ9bWFyay5nb2NrZUB3eW8uZ292JnVzZXJpZD1tYXJr
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Get-Involved/Public-Meetings
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Get-Involved/Public-Meetings
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Tracy Stephens Migrates South 
The Jackson Game and Fish office was sad to have to say farewell to long-
time Jackson Fish Biologist Tracy Stephens, as she recently accepted a fish 
coordinator position with the Arizona Game and Fish Department. Tracy’s 
smiling face has been a fixture within the Jackson Fish Management crew 
for the past 15 years.  

Stephens was primarily in charge of the waters north of Jackson to Yellow-
stone National Park, including the Snake River and Flat Creek, both re-
nowned by anglers for their trophy Snake River cutthroat trout well beyond 
Jackson Hole. Other accomplishments for Stephens included an extensive 
survey of high alpine lakes in the Teton Range and the recent successful 
treatment of Mystery Lake in the Absaroka Range, just to name a couple.  

However, despite all her accomplishments as a biologist, Tracy may 
have been even better known for her talents as an educator. 
Stephens organized the hugely popular “Kids Fishing Day” event in 
Jackson every year and taught countless kids about fish ecology and 
management at many events including the Game & Fish Conservation 

camps, the Jackson Hole Adopt-a-Trout 
program and many, many more. Tracy will 
be missed here in Jackson, but we wish 
her all the best in Arizona! 
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Elk Ecology Research Continues 
Jackson and Pinedale personnel in the Game and Fish 

Department’s Brucellosis-Feedgrounds-Habitat (BFH) 

program darted elk on the Camp Creek feedground  near 

Hoback Junction south of Jackson. Adult cow elk were 

tranquilized from the hay sled and fitted with GPS collars 

to document fine-scale movements and Vaginal Implant 

Transmitters to identify elk parturition, or calving, areas.  

In addition, blood samples were collected to continue 

long-term brucellosis seroprevalence trend data. This 

information is also useful for developing elk seasonal 

range maps, determining areas of 

high brucellosis transmission risk 

and providing land managers with 

additional information to make bet-

ter resource management decisions. 

The collars are continually recovered and refurbished with new 

batteries and drop-off mechanisms and redeployed to continue to 

collect GPS data on elk. The Game and Fish Department’s BFH pro-

gram personnel, with collaborators from Iowa State University 

and the University of Wyoming, have collected a total of over 600 

years of GPS collar data from elk captured on 20 feedgrounds and 

seven native winter range sites adjacent to feedgrounds from 2007 to 2017. 

Photos: (Above left) BFH Biologist Ben Wise prepares to shoot a tranquilizer dart in a cow elk. 

(Above right) BFH Biologist Jared Rogerson performs an ultrasound to ensure a cow elk is preg-

nant before inserting a Vaginal Implant Transmitter. (Left) A cow elk receives a shot of antibiotic 

and a GPS collar (Lower right) A cow elk scrambles to it’s feet after the reversal drug takes effect.  



Elk Brucellosis Surveillance  
Jackson and Pinedale personnel in the Game and Fish Depart-
ment’s Brucellosis-Feedgrounds-Habitat (BFH) program con-
tinued their multi-year study to monitor long-term brucellosis 
trend data in area elk. 

Elk were captured at several feedgrounds including the Greys 
River Feedground at Alpine (pictured here). Blood samples 
are collected from yearling and older cows to measure the 
presence of brucellosis antibodies, showing that an animal 
has been exposed to 
brucella bacteria, al-
though it may not have 
brucellosis.  

BFH personnel also trapped elk at the Muddy Creek feedground south of 
Boulder for the 13th year in a row. Brucellosis prevalence among elk attend-
ing Muddy Creek fell from 37 percent in 2006 to 5 percent in 2010 after 107 

seropositive elk were 
killed during a pilot pro-
ject to determine if the 
incidence of the disease 
could be reduced by test 
and slaughter methods. 
In 2012, the first year of 
testing that followed a 
year without removing 
any elk, Brucellosis sero-
prevalence rose again to 
21 percent.   
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Photos: (Above) A few elk are coaxed into a chute to be bled and collared. (Above right) A blood sample is collected from a cow elk to test for 

elevated antibodies to the brucella bacteria. (Below left) Pinedale BFH Biologist Jared Rogerson fits a visibility collar ona  cow elk. (Below right) 

A cow elk is released back to the Alpine Feedground after being handled. 

Elk captured at the Alpine (Greys River) feedground. 



Winter Visitors 

With the hard winter we’re having, Alpine Game Warden Trainee Justin Dodd and Afton Warden James Hobbs 

have been receiving a number of calls about elk in hay stacks or elk hanging out on porches or in the yards of 

homes in Star Valley this winter (below).  In some cases they have been able to get the elk to feedgrounds or 

out of conflict, but in some cases they have had to start some emergency feeding operations to alleviate the 

problem. Warden Dodd also snapped this photo of a boreal owl that was soaking up the sun in a landowner’s 

haystack near Etna (Below). 
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Big Game Predicaments 

Afton Game Warden James Hobbs was called out on one of the 

coldest nights of the month, his truck said -30F, to help a deer that 

had fallen in a window well (right). With some creative thinking 

using a straw bale, a piece of plywood and a rope , he was able to 

get the deer out without any 

harm. Hobbs and Feedground 

Manager Dave Hyde also had to 

help a calf elk that had become 

stranded in deep snow (Left). 

The calf was hobbled with a 

rope and taken to the Alpine 

feedground and released.   
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Bad Bison 
North Jackson Game warden Jon Stephens responded to 
two separate incidents involving bull bison that had be-
come a safety hazard, one occurring at a ranch north of 
Jackson and the other taking place in the town of Kelly 
where it was frequenting several homes and the Kelly Ele-
mentary School. Stephens and other Jackson Game & Fish 
personnel invested many hours trying to haze both animals 
away from these locations as they were posing safety con-
cerns, damaging property and injuring livestock. While at-
tempting to haze the bull bison in the Kelly area, it became 
very aggressive, striking Stephens’ truck numerous times, 
denting the rear quarter panel and knocking out a taillight. Eventually, the hazing efforts were successful. How-
ever, the other bull continued to wreak havoc by damaging property, injuring livestock and presenting a safety 
hazard, so it was put down. The animal was quartered and the meat was donated to local families in need. 

Jackson Game warden Jon Stephens attempts to haze a bull bison 

with his truck in the town of Kelly.  

(Above) An aggressive bull bison in front of the Elementary School in the town of Kelly. 

(Right) Warden Stephens quarters a bull bison to donate the meat to local families in 

need. The bull had to be put down at a ranch north of Jackson for injuring livestock, 

damaging property and presenting a human safety hazard.  

Fish On! 
Ice fishing is in full swing across the Jackson Region. The most popular ice fish-
ing spot in the region is Jackson Lake and February was pretty spotty.  However, 
there were some nice lake trout caught (Left). 

Fish managers note that the slower fishing in February isn’t unusual and catch 
rates typically improve as winter wears on. On average, managers like to see a 
catch rate of .5 fish per hour for ice anglers. February’s creel data showed a 
catch rate of .4 fish per hour, but last year the catch rate bumped up to .74 trout 
per hour in March, so now is a good time to go fishing. 

Harrison Sauter of Jackson holds up one of three nice lake trout he caught at Jackson Lake recently. 
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Photo Page… 

A red fox leaps a tributary of the Snake River in Grand Teton 

National Park. 

Photos taken by Jackson-Pinedale Regional Information and Education 

Specialist Mark Gocke in the Jackson Region over the past month. 

A magpie spreads its wings near the town of Jackson. 

A river otter hauls out to enjoy a sucker along the Snake River  in 

Grand Teton NP. 

A pair of sage grouse hunker down amidst the sagebrush on 

Antelope Flats near the Jackson Hole airport. 

Wind-driven snow clings to a pronghorn buck on the National 

Elk Refuge.  

The full moon sets behind the Teton Range on the morning of 

February 12. 


