
Summer Griz Flights Conducted 

The recent big news with regard to grizzly bears was their 
delisting and the return of management authority to the 
state, but in reality very little has changed as the Wyoming 
Game and Fish Department has always been very involved 
in the management, monitoring and research of the bears.  

Many Game and Fish personnel continued to conduct the 
annual summer grizzly bear observation flights in the Wyo-
ming portion of the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem (GYE). 
The Department uses observation flights (along with many 
other techniques) to monitor grizzly bear abundance, distri-
bution and reproduction in the GYE.  

These flights allow the methodical documentation of fe-
male grizzly bears with offspring and provide data used for annual popu-
lation estimates.  The Grizzly Bear Flight Units encompass the Demo-
graphic Monitoring Area and provide a birds-eye view of where bears go 
about their business, as well as provide ancillary information to managers 
on animals such as moose and other ungulates. These observation flights 
are the epitome of collaboration and cooperation, with regional biolo-
gists and wardens strapping in to help with the flights while allowing for 
another perspective of their management area.   
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GYE Bear Flight Management Units 

An aerial view of the Teton Wilderness north of Togwotee Pass. 

(Left) An aerial view of  

a sow grizzly with her 

two-year-old cubs near 

Crater Lake in the 

Teton Wilderness 

north of Togwotee 

Pass.  
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Cleaning up Coco Belle 
Fences can be deadly for wildlife when they accidently get en-
tangled in the wires (Below). The Jackson Hole Wildlife Founda-
tion has been working diligently to remove those hazards from 
the landscape, removing nearly 200 miles of unnecessary fence 
over the past 20 years. 

Several Jackson Region personnel teamed up with members of 
the Jackson Hole Wildlife Foundation to remove old fence from 
the recently acquired Coco Belle Wildlife Habitat Management 
Area, on the west side of the Teton Range, south of Alta. The 
Game and Fish Habitat and Access crew will also be constructing 
a new parking area at the property, which provides new access 
to extensive blocks of public land on the southern Teton Range! 

Photos: (Left) A calf moose was 

saved from assured death by Game 

& Fish Asst. Wildlife Division Chief 

Doug Brimeyer near Wilson in 2014. 

(Above) Game & Fish Habitat & 

Access Crew Leader Derek Lemon 

uses a hydraulic wire winder to roll 

up barbed wire removed by volun-

teers. (Right) Volunteer Paul Hood 

helps to spool up downed wired. 

(Below Right) Jackson Hole Wild-

life Foundation Executive Director 

Jon Mobeck and Asst. Director 

Kate Gersh help remove old wire. 

(Below left) Jackson Game Warden 

Kyle Lash uses a chain saw to allow 

the removal of an old mesh fence. 
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Commissioners Come to Town 
The Wyoming Game and Fish Commissioners held their most 

recent meeting in Afton, July 18-20. The meeting kicked off 

with an afternoon field trip starting with a tour of the Auburn 

Hatchery. The next stop was at the Diversion Public Access 

Area on the Salt River to discuss public access and fish man-

agement issues for the area. The third stop was at the Greys 

River WHMA and elk feedground just south of Alpine. The 

Game and Fish Commissioners and staff spent the next two 

days meeting in Afton, addressing a variety of topics including 

wolf and grizzly bear management topics following their de-

listing. In addition to the meeting the Department also held 

their annual Landowner Appreciation Banquet, recognizing 

the Landowner of the Year award recipients for each Game & 

Fish region in the state. 

Auburn hatchery Superintendant Ed Berry explains all the functions of the hatchery inside and out. 

Jackson Fish Biologist Diana Miller (Above) and 
Aquatic Habitat Biologist Anna Senecal (Below) ex-
plain fish management and habitat on the Salt River. 

Jackson Wildlife Supervisor Brad Hovinga (Above) and Jackson Feedground 

Manager Dave Hyde (Right) explain elk and feedground management. 
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Helicopter Stocking Backcountry 

Lakes 

The Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD) has 

been stocking fish in alpine lakes via helicopter since the 

1970s and stocks several lakes each year. Most alpine 

lakes do not have suitable spawning habitat to support a 

naturally reproducing fish population, thus requiring pe-

riodic stocking to maintain a sport fishery. The helicopter 

stocking occurs in August as most alpine lakes are high 

elevation and late summer is the only time they are free 

of ice.  

Historically, fish were stocked in these backcountry lakes via cream 

cans on horseback, which could take several hours or even days to 

reach but one lake. This was far more stressful on the fish because 

the transport water warms, which holds less oxygen, and may need 

to be changed several times on one trip. Helicopter stocking is much 

more efficient in both time and cost with much greater survival of 

fish.  

The number of fish stocked in a lake depends on the size of the lake, 

but it is usually around 1,000 fish. Fish are usually dropped approxi-

mately 10 feet from the water and are released with a large amount 

of water which absorbs most of the impact.  

Fish are typically stocked in the Jackson and Pinedale Regions every other year, on odd years. This year the lakes 

stocked in the Jackson Region included: Lost, Lewis, Mackinaw, Golden, Blue Lake North, Divide, Mink Creek, 

Gravel, Corral Creek #2, Lost, Moose and Dry Creek lakes. 

Golden trout stocked in the Wind River Range. 

The helicopter returns after stocking in the Wind River Range. 

Greg Anderson gives Alysia Henderson, both of the Daniel Hatch-

ery, a load of golden trout to be stocked. 

Pete Feck with the statewide Fish Spawning crew, loads  one of the 

eight cylinders with fish to be stocked in the Wind River Range. 
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Kohl Honored as Landowner of the 
Year 

The Game & Fish personnel in the Jackson Region have voted to 
honor former U.S. Senator from Wisconsin, Herb Kohl with their 
2017 Landowner of the Year Award. Kohl is the owner of the 990 
acre Upper Gros Ventre River Ranch and is donating it to the Trust 
for Public Land where it will then be turned over to the Bridger 
Teton National Forest to become public land in perpetuity.  

The beautiful parcel sits 22 miles up the Gros Ventre River and links the public lands of Yellowstone and Grand Teton 
National Parks, the National Elk Refuge and the Gros Ventre Wilderness. The Gros Ventre River headwaters drain into 
a pristine landscape that forms a bridge between the upper Snake and Green Rivers. This area provides crucial winter 
range for elk and moose and maintains vital elk and pronghorn migration corridors. The Gros Ventre River watershed 
is healthy and supports a strong native fishery with a network of smaller streams that contribute to it. This gracious 
donation is the single largest private in-holding in the upper Gros Ventre River drainage.  



Unwelcome Visitor 

Afton Game Warden James Hobbs responded to a 

call from a resident west of Afton who reported that 

a badger was harassing people attending a barbecue 

at their place. Warden Hobbs was able to capture the 

badger and escorted it to a safe location away from 

people and released it unharmed.   

Summer Angling is Good 

Jackson Region Game Wardens Kyle Lash (right & Be-

low), Jon Stephens and James Hobbs all have been 

busy visiting with anglers on area waters this summer 

to make sure everyone is playing by the rules for fish-

ing and boating. Most anglers were reporting good 

fishing. Boaters are reminded to wear a life jacket. 

Sadly, there have been three fatalities on the Snake 

River all during the month of July. 

Photos by G&F Photo Intern, Erin Bormett. 
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Summer Hay Crop 

The Jackson Habitat & Access crew has been 

busy installing new signs and cleaning up the 

many Public Access Areas found on the Salt 

River in Star Valley. The crew also put up 210 

tons of hay on the Horse Creek (Right) and 

South Park Wildlife Habitat Areas. The cutting 

of the hay spurs grass regrowth for the com-

ing winter and helps defray the cost of hay to 

feed the elk on these WHMAs. 

Summer Fish Work 
The Jackson Fish crew has been busy sampling area streams and lakes to 
keep tabs on fish population trends. Two sections of the Hoback River 
were sampled. The crew reported seeing a few more “skinny” fish than 

usual, possibly a result of the prolonged silty run
-off from the Cliff Creek fire. As expected, it was 
mostly native Snake River Cutts (Right) , but 
they also rolled up one brown, two 
lakers and a a few sizable brook 
trout. They were also pleased to 
see some nice native bluehead 
suckers (Below). Other waters left 
to sample include the Gros Ventre 
and Wilson to South Park section of 
the Snake in early October. 
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Jackson Fish Biologist 

Clark Johnson nets a 

cutty while Fish Super-

visor Rob Gipson han-

dles the oars. 

(Above) A fin is clipped on an early run so that a 

“mark and recapture” population estimate can 

be conducted with fish that are recaptured.  

Photos by G&F Photo Intern, Erin Bormett 


