
 

           Special dates and points of interest: 
 

 PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS FISHING REGULATIONS, 

AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES, WOLF HUNTING REGULA-

TIONS AND WATERCRAFT: May 22, 6 pm, Evanston, 

BEAR Center Pavilion; May 23, 6 pm, Kemmerer, 

South Lincoln Training and Events Center; Green 

River, 6 pm, Green River Game and Fish Office. 

 APPLICATION DEADLINE FOR RESIDENT BIG GAME 

AND NONRESIDENT DEER AND ANTELOPE LICENSES 

MAY 31,  MIDNIGHT. 

 BIG GAME LICENSE APPLICATION HOW-TO SEMINAR, 

MAY 29, WHITE MOUNTAIN PUBLIC LIBRARY, ROCK 

SPRINGS, 4-7 PM. 

 DON’T HAVE YOUR HUNTER EDUCATION CERTIFICATE? 

CHECK OUT COURSE LISTINGS AT OUR WEBSITE 

HTTP://WGFD.WYO.GOV. 

 LOST YOUR HUNTER EDUCATION CARD? YOU CAN 

PRINT AS MANY COPIES OF YOUR CARD AS YOU 

WANT, FOR FREE, AT THE WGFD WEBSITE. 

 REMEMBER: YOU CAN BUY ALL YOUR HUNTING      

LICENSES, REQUIRED STAMPS AND MANY MORE  

PRODUCTS AT THE WGFD WEBSITE FROM THE COM-

FORT OF YOUR OWN COMPUTER! 

 STOP POACHING HOTLINE IS 1-877-WGFD-TIP. YOU 

CAN ALSO REPORT A WILDIFE VIOLATION AT THE 

WGFD WEBSITE HTTP://WGFD.WYO.GOV.  OR, TEXT 

KEYWORD WGFD AND MESSAGE TO TIP411    

Wyoming Game and Fish Department Newsletter                                                                 May 2018 

Page 1 

Habitat is where it’s at! 

     WGFD ’s Dustin Cram stocks rainbow trout in 
area ponds in the Green River Region. Fish stocking 
trucks will be rolling into the region through mid-
May. Although these fish won’t be big enough for 
catching until later on, they play an important role in 
managing sports fisheries in local waters. Read more 
about how stocking fish can help you catch lake trout 
on page 4. 
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~Large Carnivore Seminar a success~ 25th Annual Deer Mortality Surveys~  

     Large Carnivore Biologists Zach Turnbull (top, left) and Dustin 
Lasseter (left, center) conducted another successful Living in Large 
Carnivore Seminar for a large group of interested people of all ages 
at the Green River Game and Fish Office April 26. Many partici-
pants were pleased to learn about the biology and safety aspects of 
recreating in bear, lion and wolf country, especially the practice they 
received with inert pepper spray and hide/track and skull identifi-
cation. Thanks to Dusty and Zach! 
     The 25th Annual Deer Mortality Survey near Sage Junction was 
held on May 5. Some 10 volunteers showed up to walk or ride 
horseback to locate mule deer that died over this recent winter. 
(photo bottom, left) Fortunately, very few dead deer were found and 
that means there was a much higher survival rate of deer, especially 
the fawns. In the winter of 2016/2017 many mule deer, especially 
fawns, died due to severe winter conditions. Thanks to all the vol-
unteers and to organizers habitat biologist Troy Fieseler , Thayne 
Wildlife Biologist Gary Fralick (below photo on the right) and 
Kemmerer Game Warden Chris Baird. (below photo on the left) 



~Baggs sharp-tailed grouse and black bears~ Fishing High Savery Reservoir~ License how-to~ 
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     Baggs Game Warden Kim Olson assisted a 
research crew with trapping and collaring sharp-
tailed grouse near Baggs. Olson was also lucky to 
spy a couple of young black bears and a happy 
angler at High Savery Reservoir. (photos left and 
below) 

The application deadline for resident and non-
resident antelope and deer and resident elk  is 
Thursday, May 31st, by midnight. Applications 
for those big game licenses is done online. Just go 
to the WGFD website and click on the Apply or 
Buy Tab and you are on your way. The Wyoming 
Game and Fish Department is holding a how-to 
seminar for hunters applying for big game hunt-
ing licenses online. This free seminar is for people 
who do not have a computer or do not know how 
to apply for licenses online. The seminar will take 
place at White Mountain Public Library in Rock 
Springs on May 29, from 4-7 pm.  Rock Springs 
Game Warden Andy Roosa said Department per-
sonnel will be on hand to assist the public with 
applying for hunting licenses and to answer ques-
tions. Library staff will also be available to assist 
participants with computer access. A credit or 
debit card is required for persons applying online 
for a hunting license. The GR Region Office will 
also stay open later on May 31 to assist  people 
with their big game applications online. Office 
hours will be extended from 5 pm to 7 pm. 

ATTENTION HUNTERS!

GET FREE ASSISTANCE WITH  YOUR BIG GAME DRAW 

APPLICATION FROM THE PROS AT THE WYOMING GAME AND 

FISH DEPARTMENT! 

The Wyoming Game and Fish Department is holding a how-to seminar for 

hunters applying for big game hunting licenses online!

DATE: Tuesday, May 29

WHERE: White Mountain Library

2935 Sweetwater Drive

Rock Springs,  WY

TIME: 4 pm to 7 pm

•A credit or debit card is required to

apply for a hunting license online                                

For information call 
307-875-3223
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~Catching lake trout and stocked fish~ Bridger Pond a local fishing destination~  

     If you are an angler and you like to fish for 
lake trout in Flaming Gorge Reservoir, fisheries 
managers have some tips for you. WGFD hatch-
ery trucks have begun stocking fish into Flaming 
Gorge Reservoir, including rainbow trout, cut-
throat trout and kokanee salmon through mid 
June. (photo left) Green River Region fisheries 
managers have learned when the hatchery 
trucks start stocking, the lake trout, especially 
the smaller lake trout less than 28 inches, start 
congregating on the points and drop off near the 
various boat ramps on the Gorge. They are high-
lighting this phenomenon and encouraging an-
glers to target and harvest the small lake trout, to 
benefit the growth and increase populations of 
the larger trophy lake trout. 
     Jim Bridger Pond, located approximately 30 
miles east of Rock Springs, has been ice free for 
several weeks and the recreational facilities are 
now open. This community fishery provides ex-
cellent recreational opportunities for families 
and individuals of all ages.  
     “With ample shoreline available for bank 
fishing and recent upgrades to picnic facilities, 
Jim Bridger is a great place to enjoy the outdoors 
with family and friends,” says Green River Fish-
eries Biologist Troy Laughlin. “The best fishing 
in Jim Bridger Pond generally occurs in the 
spring and now is a great time to give Bridger 
Pond a try.” 
     Laughlin said anglers have success fishing 
from shore using a variety of techniques.  “For 
the active angler, casting spoons, krocodiles, and 
kastmasters typically produce great results.  Pan-
ther Martin and Mepps spinners are also valu-
able tools to keep in your arsenal.  For a more 
relaxed approach, anglers have reported having 
success suspending a nightcrawler and marsh-
mallow off the bottom.  Regardless of your tech-
nique preference, the abundant shoreline space 
provides plenty of elbow room for first time an-
glers to practice their casting skills.”   
 

Jim Bridger Pond supports a variety of sport 
fish species including rainbow trout, Snake 
River Cutthroat Trout, and more recently Tiger 
trout.  Approximately 3,000 rainbow trout and 
500 Snake River Cutthroat Trout  are stocked 
in the pond annually.  Tiger trout stocking be-
gan in 2014 and approximately 2,000 are 
stocked on even years. (above photo) The 
strategies described above are successful at 
catching all three species, but anglers may 
want to try casting crankbaits along shoreline 
areas to target Tiger trout. 
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~Celebrating birds, bears and aquatic wildlife in the Green River Region through partnerships~ 

         Wildlife refuge manager Katie Theule holds a female 
cowbird as she gets ready for the arrival of school kids from 
around Sweetwater County. (top left) More than 800 stu-
dents visited Seedskadee National Wildlife Refuge in May 
and Game and Fish’s Lucy Wold and Troy Laughlin were on 
hand to assist. Biologists with the BLM and volunteers with 
Trout Unlimited and Seedskadee NWR also assisted.         
Students celebrated World Migratory Bird Day and learned 
about aquatic insects, local wildlife and participated in a   
nature scavenger hunt. Students with the Green River Child 
Development Center visited the GR G&F Office to learn 
about grizzly and black bears. Students made their own bear 
dens and learned how to walk like a bear and feed like a 
bear using activities from Project WILD. (below right) 



     Office Managers Sheila Deinhardt (right) and Regina Dickson (left) 
pose next to some of the new trees planted in July 2017 by the students 
at the WGFD Camp WILD in Green River. The trees are budding with 
all sorts of new growth. Summer is on the way.   

http://wgfd.wyo.gov 
Office Phone: 307-875-3223 

Office Fax: 307-875-3242 Toll Free Instate 1-800-843-8096 

~Critter Spotlight~ 
Pallid bat     

By Mark Zornes a.k.a.  Leopold 
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Conserving Wildlife-Serving People 
  
We are on the web! http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                               stay connected      

 One of the larger and unique species of bats found in Wyoming, the pallid bat is characterized by 
pale fur on the body, highlighted with "chocolate" colored wings and very large ears. 

 Unlike a number of bats species, pallid bats tend to forage for insects and arachnids near or on the 
ground.  They may locate crawling insects simply by sound without the aid of echolocation and land 
to stalk and capture the insect, spider, or scorpion.  Pallid bats, like many of the bat species, consume 
nearly half their body weight in insects every night and are a major source of insect control. 

 Pallid bat males breed females in the fall, and the female stores the sperm overwinter until she 
comes into estrous in the spring.  She generally gives birth to one or two pups, which can fly at four 
weeks, and are fully grown by eight weeks.     

 Pallid bats occupy arid and semi arid areas, spending the day in a crevice or crack in the rocks, or 
under peeling tree bark.  They emerge at dusk to feed and often use temporary night roosts that are 
much more open and less secure than those used during the daylight hours.   

 Pallid bats can often be seen under porch roofs and similar structures during night roosts. 

 When threatened, pallid bats emit a strong odor in order to escape from a predator. 

If there are no scorpions or grasshoppers 
available for the pallid bat to eat, they 
will also feed on nectar from cactus 
flowers. In some cases, pallid bats are 
more effective at pollinating cactus than 
exclusively nectar feeding bats. 


