
 

           Special dates and points of interest: 
 

 PUBLIC MEETINGS TO DISCUSS 2018 HUNTING SEASON PROPOSALS:  ALL 

MEETINGS START AT 6 PM 

 MARCH 22, BAGGS, COMMUNITY CENTER, 255 W. OSBORNE 

 MARCH  26, COKEVILLE, TOWN HALL, 110 PINE ST. 

 MARCH 27, KEMMERER, SOUTH LINCOLN TRAINING AND EVENTS CENTER, 

215 STATE HIGHWAY 233 

 MARCH 28, EVANSTON, UINTA COUNTY LIBRARY, 701 MAIN ST. 

 MARCH 28, ROCK SPRINGS, WHITE MOUNTAIN LIBRARY,  2935 SWEET-

WATER DRIVE 

 MARCH 29, MOUNTAIN VIEW, SCHOOL BOARD ROOM, 129 W 2ND ST. 

 APRIL 3, FINAL PUBLIC INFORMATION GATHERING MEETING, GREEN RIVER, 

GAME AND FISH REGIONAL OFFICE, 351 ASTLE AVE  

 DON’T HAVE YOUR HUNTER EDUCATION CERTIFICATE? CHECK OUT COURSE 

LISTINGS AT OUR WEBSITE HTTP://WGFD.WYO.GOV. 

 STOP POACHING HOTLINE IS 1-877-WGFD-TIP. YOU CAN ALSO REPORT A 

WILDIFE VIOLATION AT THE WGFD WEBSITE HTTP://WGFD.WYO.GOV.  OR, 

TEXT KEYWORD WGFD AND MESSAGE TO TIP411    

 MOUNTAIN LION HUNTERS PLEASE REMEMBER TO CALL THE  MORTALITY 

LIMIT HOTLINE BEFORE GOING HUNTING. THE NUMBER IS:  1-800-264-
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Habitat is where it’s at! 

     Welcome to the 52nd edition of the Wyoming 
Game and Fish Department Green River Region 
Newsletter. We really appreciate the support and 
continued interest from our readers.  The month of 
March will be important to hunters, as it is the 
month we discuss and take input on upcoming 
hunting season proposals. Please check out the 
meeting schedule on this page, to the right, so you 
can attend a meeting near your location. 
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~Green River resident deer and winter survey~ 

     On Jan. 24, Green River wildlife personnel 
worked with Green River police officers to 
count deer within city limits. This was the 
second year of the survey and 105 deer were 
counted. During the 2017 survey, 63 deer were 
counted on the same survey routes. (left, top 
two photos) This is just a sample of the deer 
in town. A couple of large groups of deer were 
missed in 2017and 105 deer is probably more 
representative.                                                      
     There have always been resident deer in 
Green River and they sometimes cause dam-
age to flowers, gardens and shrubs, and to 
people and or their vehicles when they are hit. 
Keeping track of town deer numbers could 
provide useful data in future management 
decisions for the City of Green River. (left, top 
two photos) Deer are commonly seen around 
town year round.  
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~Many Public Involvement efforts around the region~ 

     GR Fisheries Supervisor Robb Keith (top left) and 
Green River fisheries biologists conducted five open 
houses around the region to discuss fisheries issues 
and upcoming regulations. The meetings were well 
attended and many useful comments and sugges-
tions were recorded. 
      UW researcher Sam Dwinnell (left second photo 
down) presented her findings from the mule deer 
study going on in the Wyoming Range Mule Deer 
Herd (WRMDH). Meetings to update the public on 
the WRMDH were held in Kemmerer and Green 
River. Almost all of the fawns from the winter of 
2016/2017 died from severe winter conditions. Very 
few fawns lived to be yearlings in 2017 and an entire 
age class of mule deer was lost. The does collared in 
Dec 2016 were in the worst condition researchers 
have ever seen in any mule deer herd anywhere. 

BUT there is a bright spot to this year’s research! 
The does captured and collared in December 2017 
were in the very BEST condition researchers had ever 
seen. If this mild winter continues, the deer in the 
WRMDH have a great chance to start rebuilding 
numbers.  
     Green River Habitat Biologist Troy Fieseler pre-
sented updates to the WRMDH habitat plan. (left 
bottom) Habitat improvement projects are in full 
swing. 
     The Wyoming Game and Fish Department’s major 
project to gather input from the public to chart a path 
for the future of Wyoming’s wildlife continued with 
a series of public meetings. Because the WGFD      
values public opinion in determining the future di-
rection of wildlife management in Wyoming, the 
Game and Fish contracted a third party to create dif-
ferent ways for public involvement: (1) Public Meet-
ings with a third-party facilitator presenting the re-
sults of recent phone surveys and collecting feedback 
from participants. There were 27 people who at-
tended the meeting in Green River on Feb 7. (2) Take 
part in the Online Forum – Visit https://
www.wildlifeforum.org/ to share your thoughts on 
important issues related to Wyoming’s wildlife, hunt-
ing, fishing, programs, and other topics that are of 
interest to you. This website will be available until 
June 2018. 
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~Abandoned  boat trash~ slow elk hunting~ recovered poaching trophy~ mild winter~ 

     Mountain View Game Warden Allen Deru 
spent a lot of time locating elk hunters in the 
field. “I was able to contact some hunters, but did 
not check a harvested elk in the field,” Deru 
said.  “I understand that a few elk had been har-
vested, but it was very tough hunting with the elk 
still mostly up high out of the restricted type-7 
license hunt areas. All of the hunters I spoke to 
were understanding and most were happy to see 
the deer having an easy winter.”           
     Deru also helped the GR fish crew tag burbot 
in Flaming Gorge and discovered an abandoned 
boat that someone brought out and dumped on 
the Cottonwood Creek Bench.  “I was able to lo-
cate the individual from trash that was found in 
the vessel and that person was cited,” Deru 
said. “The boat was also removed by the suspect 
that dumped it there.”  
     Evanston Game Warden Nick Roberts re-
ported a slow late elk hunting season through 
most of January in hunt area 106. The lack of 
snow kept elk mostly inaccessible until the last 
week of January. While a few cow elk were har-
vested, the herd is above objective and in need of 
more harvest.                                                                                       
     Baggs Game Warden Kim Olson recovered a 
deer head from a trespass case in Oct. of 2016. 
The head was just recently recovered from the 
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources. “It is nice to 
finally see this buck and have it returned,” Olson 
said. “A huge thanks for Roger Kerstetter and the 
Utah DWR for their cooperation!” (left center) 
     The deer gate was installed in late January on 
the Sand Creek road to prevent deer from jump-
ing the double cattle guard on their return migra-
tion trip. “This is the earliest I have seen them mi-
grate in my seven years,” Olson said. “A very 
mild winter indeed!” (left bottom) 

                                                                                   

On a three-hour tour?   

Successful area 106 cow elk hunter  
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~Wyoming Range Mule Deer Herd sightability surveys  ~ Hunt Planner~ Office ponder~ 

         Personnel in the Green River, Pinedale and 
Jackson Regions of the Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department conducted extensive aerial surveys for 
two weeks in February to get a more accurate count 
on the number of mule deer in the Wyoming Range 
Mule Deer Herd. The surveys were completed by 
two helicopters flying over the foothills and deer 
winter ranges on the east side of the Wyoming 
Range, winter range complexes north and southwest 
of Kemmerer, and west side of the Salt River Range 
in Star Valley.                                                               
     Mule deer populations have been in decline 
across western North America and the Wyoming 
Game and Fish Department is committed to doing 
all they can to reverse the downward trend. As part 
of the statewide Wyoming Mule Deer Initiative, the 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department identified cer-
tain mule deer herds to focus on and the Wyoming 
Range herd was the first of those identified herds.  
     Helicopter surveys are commonly used to esti-
mate population size and composition of big game 
herds, like mule deer, elk and moose. Helicopters 
allow biologists to count animals in areas where 
roads are sparse and to survey large areas more effi-
ciently and accurately. This mule deer sightability 
survey is a more comprehensive survey that deter-
mines the number of mule deer surveyors may be 
missing from the air due to cover and deer behavior 
and ultimately provides a more accurate estimate 
of how many deer there are.  
     This sightability survey is a scientifically accepted 
method that has been used for many years through-
out the United States and Canada. The data from the 
survey gives wildlife managers an “anchor” for fu-
ture population models and allows wildlife manag-
ers to better track trends in the herds. Sightability 
surveys are costly and time consuming, but the 
WGFD is committed to obtaining the most accurate 
data to guide future management decisions. 

     GR Office Manager Regina Dickson reported 
that many of the nonresident hunters calling 
before the elk application deadline were not 
aware of a great resource on our website-the 
Hunt Planner tool.  The interactive map feature 
helps to determine land ownership, hunt area 
boundaries and can even provide the drawing 
odds, harvest success and license types avail-
able. 
     February will mark the season closures for 
small game, and trapping for bobcats and mar-
ten. Those seasons close March 1st.  Trappers 
should remember that all bobcats must be 
tagged no later than 5pm on March 12th.  Bobcat 
raw furs should be presented unfrozen to a 
game warden or Regional Game and Fish office 
for tagging. 
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~STOP Poaching cases solved in the Green River Region~  

     Enforcement Happenings 
    There are unsolved poaching cases in the Green River Region. If you have any information 
about any wildlife violation please contact your local game warden or the  STOP Poaching    
Hotline at: 1-877-WGFD-TIP (1-877-943-3847 ) You can also report a wildlife violation at the 
WGFD website http://wgfd.wyo.gov Text keyword WGFD and message to TIP411  

     Evanston residents Gerald Lewis, 19 and Austin Jarrell, 20, are now paying for their decision to poach 
a doe mule deer and leave it to waste on the Bear River Divide Hunter Management Area in July. Prosecu-
tion in this case was made possible by a concerned citizen taking notice of suspicious activity and report-
ing the activity to Evanston Game Warden Nick Roberts. 
     “In July, Lewis and Jarrell drove around the Bear River Divide HMA north of Evanston while consum-
ing alcohol and carrying rifles,” Roberts said.” The men spotted a doe mule deer and decided that they 
would shoot her. Lewis fired his .22 magnum rifle at the doe but missed. Jarrell fired his .30-06 rifle and 
hit the doe in the vitals. Jarrell fired a second round into the deer's skull and they drug the carcass to the 
edge of a nearby pond and left the carcass to rot.”  
     The deer was shot near property owned by the Belle Butte Grazing Association, which owns the pri-
vate ground enrolled in the HMA. Game warden Roberts talked to an employee for the Association and 
he said he observed a vehicle with 19 county license plates that day. The employee described the vehicle 
in detail and also said he heard two or three shots from the area where the deer carcass was located.  
     The next day Warden Roberts, along with Cokeville Game Warden Neil Hymas and Kemmerer Game 
Warden Chris Baird, combed the scene for any evidence. They were able to locate several items, including 
an empty box of .30-06 rifle rounds and an ATM receipt. The evidence lead officers to Austin Jarrell. War-
den Baird went to Jarrell’s address and observed a pickup matching the witness’ description and sitting 
on the passenger seat were two spent, large caliber rifle casings.   
     While applying for search warrants Warden Roberts determined Jarrell was arrested for DUI on July 
6th. Evanston Police Department records showed that Jarrell was pulled over in Evanston just before 11 
p.m. for having a broken taillight and faulty exhaust in the same truck described by the witness leaving 
the area of the deer carcass a few hours earlier. 
     On July 21, Jarrell and Lewis were charged with five counts through a court record filed by the Uinta 
County Attorney's Office for wanton destruction of big game animal, taking a big game animal without a 
license, waste of edible portions of a big game animal, taking a big game animal during a closed sea-
son, and hunting while intoxicated.     
     On July 24th, Jarrell and Lewis appeared in Uinta County Circuit Court. Jarrell plead guilty to all 
charges. In total, Jarrell was ordered to pay $775 in fines, court costs and restitution and had an-
other $2,000 in fines suspended. He was ordered to serve 720 days in jail with 700 days sus-
pended. Jarrell's hunting and fishing privileges will be suspended for nine years. Lewis plead not guilty to 
all charges. 
     On December 20th, Lewis reached a plea agreement with the Uinta County Attorney's Office. Lewis 
plead no contest to three charges; taking big game without a license, waste of a big game animal and hunt-
ing while intoxicated. He had two charges dismissed; wanton destruction of a big game animal and take 
big game during closed season. Lewis was ordered to pay $165 in fines with $1,000 in fines suspended and 
sentenced to 360 days of jail with 254 days suspended and 106 days credit served. His fishing privileges 
were suspended for four years and his hunting privileges were suspended for six years.  
     Anyone with information on any wildlife violation may call the Stop Poaching Hotline at 1-877-
WGFD-TIP (1-877-943-3847). Tips may be reported online at wgfd.wyo.gov, directly to local game war-
dens, or by calling the Green River Game and Fish Office at-1-307-875-3223. Poaching information may 
also be texted; text keyword WGFD a message toTIP411 (847-411). Callers can remain anonymous and 
may be eligible for a cash reward if the information leads to a conviction. 

http://wgfd.wyo.gov/web2011/wildlife-1000335.aspx


~Aquatic Invasive Species Jobs in Green River Region~ Get your Super Tag Raffle Tickets!~ 
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     The Wyoming Game and Fish Department is hiring 
Aquatic Invasive Species Technicians (up to 6). Start Date: 
April 16, 2018; five-month positions. Location: Evanston, 
WY. Wage: $13.39 per hour. Duties: Will inspect watercraft 
at the Port of Entry in Evanston, WY in an effort to prevent 
the introduction and spread of aquatic invasive species. 
Weekend and holiday work required. Must have a valid 
driver’s license. Please view job details at http://
statejobs.state.wy.us/lookup.aspx  Class Code ATTP99-
07459. For more information email WGFD Green Region 
AIS Specialist Wes Gordon at wes.gordon@wyo.gov . 

     The WGFD is selling tickets for two raffles: 
the Super Tag and Super Tag Trifecta. The    Su-
per Tag raffle provides a chance for hunters to 
win one of 9 licenses for our most popular big 
game and trophy game species as well as wild 
bison. The Super Tag Trifecta provides one win-
ner the opportunity to select licenses for three of 
the nine species. The species include elk, deer, 
antelope, moose, bighorn sheep, black bear, 
mountain goat, mountain lion, and wild bison. 
Both residents and NON Residents may buy su-
per tag and super tag Trifecta raffle tickets. The 
number of entries is unlimited and the more 
tickets you buy your odds of winning increase. 
Super Tag raffle tickets are $10 each and Super 

Tag Trifecta tickets are $30 each. Tickets are on 
sale now and can be bought through July 2nd 
and raffle winners will be notified by July 
15.Raffle winners must buy any applicable li-
cense and or stamps before hunting-You win the 
raffle, but the license and stamps do not come 
with it-just the raffle ticket!  

 You must buy the raffle tickets on line at the 
WGFD website.  The Department is again offering 
the “Ultimate Hunting Gear Raffle” as an incentive 
to purchase more tickets.  Individuals are entered 
into this raffle each time they purchase 5 or more 
Super Tag tickets or 2 or more Super Tag Trifecta 
tickets. Participating companies this year are KUIU 
Swarovski Optik, Mathews Archery, Maven, and 
Weatherby.  Go to this link for more information: 
wgfd.wyo.gov/RIESNEWSLETTERS 

http://statejobs.state.wy.us/lookup.aspx
http://statejobs.state.wy.us/lookup.aspx
mailto:wes.gordon@wyo.gov
http://wgfd.wyo.gov/RIESNEWSLETTERS
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~ 2018 Burbot Classic and Burbot Bash in the books~  

     Green River’s Al Harris, owner of The Radio Network, 
was MC for the annual Burbot Classic Fishing Derby 
(top left). many burbot and small lake trout were caught, 
and many prizes were given away.  Fisheries biologists 
John Walrath, Paul Gerrity, Erik Waring and Stephen 
Siddons weighed and measured fish and also scanned 
burbot for tags. GR Office Managers Regina Dickson, 
Sheila Dienhardt, GR Regional Wildlife Supervisor Todd 
Graham, GR Fisheries Supervisor Robert Keith, GR 
Game Warden Gary Boyd, volunteers from the region, 
and GR I&E specialist Lucy Diggins-Wold also assisted 
in the derbies.  Public Outreach Specialist Sara Dirienzo 
came over from Cheyenne to assist and take in the 
“moment”. (bottom right) 
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~Hunter Education in Kemmerer~ CDC Early Childhood Event a success~ 

     Kemmerer Game Warden Chris Baird, Southwest 
Access Yes Coordinator Andy Countryman (left) and 
GR Region I&E Specialist Lucy Wold taught a hunter 
education class with volunteer Annemarie Albins 
(below) . A huge thanks to the folks at Kemmerer   
Junior/Senior High School for total access and use of 
their facilities. 
         

     Nearly 600 people participated in the 4th annual 
Career Education Day at the Sweetwater County 
Events Complex in Rock Springs. The event is spon-
sored by the Sweetwater County Child Development 
Center’s. Green River I&E Specialist Lucy Diggins-
Wold had students dissect owl pellets to learn about 
the food web and owl ecology using an activity from 
Project WILD. 



Office Managers Sheila Deinhardt (right) and Regina Dickson (left) sit 
without a coat along the Green River, which was flooding last month 
because of an ice jam.  This winter has been a mild one so far and regis-
tering watercraft is keeping the office managers very busy, in addition to 
lots of phone calls from nonresident hunters and ice fisherman asking 
what ice conditions are.  
 

http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                                
Office Phone: 307-875-3223 

Office Fax: 307-875-3242 
Toll Free In-State 1-800-843-8096 

~Critter Spotlight~ 
Northern Grasshopper Mouse     

By Mark Zornes a.k.a.  Leopold 
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Conserving Wildlife-Serving People 
  
We are on the web! http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                               stay connected      

 A common species of nocturnal mouse found in desert shrub dominated habitats, sagebrush, and 
grasslands throughout much of Wyoming.  They are very common in SW Wyoming. 

 Unlike most rodents, this mouse is primarily carnivorous, feeding on insects, other small mammals, 
small ground nestlings, small snakes, and anything else it can overpower and kill.  Less than a quarter 
of its diet is made up of plant material.  

  One of the more unique attributes is this mouse is the marking of it's territory and kill sites by 
"howling" (really a high pitched squeaking call).  One can't fail to be reminded of coyotes and wolves 
when this behavior is observed. (Maybe this is what happened to all the deer?)  

 

 Grasshopper mice typically live a portion of their lives in underground burrows, and are particularly 
abundant in prairie dog town complexes. 

 Grasshopper mice give birth to 3-7 pups two to three times a year.  They are mature at 3 months of age 
and typically live less than a year.  


