
 

           Special dates and points of interest: 
 

 PUBLIC MEETINGS TO DISCUSS WYOMING RANGE MULE DEER HERD 

REASEARCH AND HERD STATUS JANUARY 22, KEMMERER, SOUTH  

LINCOLN TRAINING AND EVENTS CENTER, 6 PM; JANUARY 23, GREEN 

RIVER, GAME AND FISH REGION OFFICE, 6 PM.  

 DON’T HAVE YOUR HUNTER EDUCATION CERTIFICATE? CHECK OUT 

COURSE LISTINGS AT OUR WEBSITE HTTP://WGFD.WYO.GOV. 

 DON’T FORGET TO BUY YOUR 2018 CONSERVATION STAMP OR ELK 

MANAGEMENT PERMIT FOR THE NEW YEAR. 

 STOP POACHING HOTLINE IS 1-877-WGFD-TIP. YOU CAN ALSO REPORT 

A WILDIFE VIOLATION AT THE WGFD WEBSITE HTTP://WGFD.WYO.GOV.  

OR, TEXT KEYWORD WGFD AND MESSAGE TO TIP411    

 MOUNTAIN LION HUNTERS PLEASE REMEMBER TO CALL THE  MORTAL-

ITY LIMIT HOTLINE BEFORE GOING HUNTING. THE NUMBER IS:            

1-800-264-1280. 
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Habitat is where it’s at! 

     Back in January 2017, the Green River region 
was being pounded by snowstorm after snow-
storm (photo left, bottom) and many game ani-
mals were dying from  vehicle collisions, cold 
or starvation. It was a brutal winter here in 
southwest Wyoming, especially for deer fawns. 
So far, 2018 has brought some snowfall and 
only recent cold temperatures; finally cold 
enough to freeze up the Green River in many 
locations, including the Stratton Myers Boat 
Ramp located a half mile from the Green River 
Game and Fish Office.  (photo left, center) 

What a difference one year makes! 
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~So far, winter 2018 a little easier to take than 2017 ~ Young hawk off to Wind River Raptor Center~ 

     The above photos gives readers an idea of 
how much snow was on the ground January 5, 
2017 and how much snow was on the ground 
January 5, 2018. No complaints from GR Region 
personnel, as last year’s winter kept  personnel 
very busy moving wildlife off roadways, hay-
stacks, and railroad tracks and responding to 
multiple calls of wildlife dead or dying in 
neighborhoods and ranches. 

     Regional Game and Fish personnel routinely 
work with wildlife officers from other state, city, 
county and federal agencies. At left is an injured 
young rough-legged hawk that Seedskadee     
National Wildlife Refuge Officer Jack Valentine 
is assisting with the transfer to the Wind River 
Raptor Center. Green River Wildlife Manage-
ment Coordinator Mark Zornes was able to iden-
tify the young hawk and that is why we call him 
“Leopold”. 

GR Region Office back door January 5, 2017 GR Region Office back door January 5, 2017 
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~January 2018 not as hard on wildlife as January 2017~ 

Pronghorn antelope 
herd in Farson, Wyo. 
January 8, 2018 

Pronghorn antelope in Farson, Wyo January 2017 

Trumpeter swans on Green River, Seedskadee National 
Wildlife Refuge January 8, 2018; no snow on Highway 
372 (left)  

Canada goose on Green River-lots of 
open water January 8, 2018 
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~Wildlife updates from Mountain View country~ 

     Mountain View Game Warden Allen Deru re-
ported  December was a very quiet month with the 
nice weather, making the elk hunting pretty slow 
because elk remained at higher elevations. “I talked 
to a lot of hunters and trappers in the field enjoying 
the nice weather,” Deru said.  Deru was also able to 
photograph some bull moose and a red fox out and 
about. (left) “We completed  mule deer classification 
at the beginning of the month and things were look-
ing pretty good based on my observations.” Green 
River personnel finished up mule deer classifica-
tions in December, 2017. On this page and next page 
is the data from their classification flights. A year-
ling deer is a year. For deer two or more years old 
for a Class I deer the outside antler main beam has a 
spread of 19 inches or less. For Class II deer the out-
side antler main has an antler beam spread of 20 - 25 
inches. For Class III deer the outside antler main 
beam spread 26 inches or more. 

Evanston Game Warden Nick Roberts (left) and 
Mountain View Game Warden Allen Deru after 
deer flight. 

Uinta Deer Herd 
 
     2017 Sample Size: 3153 (2016 sample of 
3509.)  Note: sample size is not a measure of popu-
lation size nor can it be used for trend count. 
 
Adult Buck Ratio- 20:100 (21:100 in 2016) 
Yearling Buck Ratio- 5:100 (13:100 in 2016) 
Total Buck Ratio- 25:100 (34:100 in 2016) [2007-2016 
average is 27:100] 
 
Total Buck Ratio Composition 
Yearling- 20%  (37% in 2016) 
Class l- 39%  (38% in 2016) 
Class ll- 33%  (20% in 2016) 
Class lll- 8%  (5% in 2016) 
 
Fawn Ratio- 55:100 (61:100 in 2016) [2007-2016 aver-
age is 60:100] 

Photo: Jeff Short 
              Buck mule deer from Uinta Deer Herd during 
classifications 
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~ Southwest Wyoming mule deer classification data ~  

     Wyoming Range  Mule Deer Herd 
(Green River Region portion, HA 134 and 135): 
 
2017 Sample Size: 3363  (2016 sample of 4724.) Note: 
sample size is not a measure of population size nor 
can it be used for trend count. 
 
Adult Buck Ratio- 24:100 (24:100 in 2016) 
Yearling Buck Ratio- 3:100 (12:100 in 2016) 
Total Buck Ratio- 28:100 (36:100 in 2016)  
 
Total Buck Ratio Composition 
Yearling- 12%  (33% in 2016) 
Class l- 47%  (31% in 2016) 
Class ll- 34%  (28% in 2016) 
Class lll- 7%  (8% in 2016) 
Fawn Ratio- 61:100 (63:100 in 2016) 
 
South Rock Springs Deer Herd 

2017 Sample Size: 1078 (2016 sample size 757) 
Adult Buck Ratio– 30:100 
Yearling Bucks– 8:100 
Total Buck Ratio– 38:100 (47:100 in 2016) 
Class I - 87 
Class II - 70 
Class III - 10 
Fawn Ratio– 53:100 (31:100 in 2016) 

Baggs Mule Deer Herd 
 
2017 Sample Size: 6,413 (~7% increase from the 2016 
sample of 5,949.) 
 
Adult Buck Ratio- 20:100 (16:100 in 2016) 
Yearling Buck Ratio- 7:100 (7:100 in 2016) 
Total Buck Ratio- 28:100 (23:100 in 2016)  
Total Buck Ratio Composition 
Yearling- 27%  (29% in 2016) 
Class l- 32%  (22% in 2016) 
Class ll- 26%  (35% in 2016) 
Class lll- 15%  (13% in 2016) 
Fawn Ratio- 60:100 (52:100 in 2016) 
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~Anglers use caution on ice or water~ Kemmerer less snowy so far this year~ Ice fishing derbies~ 

     Kemmerer Game Warden Chris Baird is happy to 
report that not much exciting is happening, which 
is a nice change from last winter! January 2017 was 
a brutal year for wildlife due to heavy snowfall and 
cold temperatures for a long duration. “Winter con-
ditions remain mild and snow levels low,” Baird 
said. “This has made for the few late elk tags in 102 
harder to fill, but the handful of hunters hunting 
have been relatively successful, as getting around 
the winter range is unseasonably easy due to less 
snow. “ 
     “There seems to be a lot more bobcat trappers 
still out compared to snowier years and I have been 
investigating reports of people tampering with trap 
sets.,” Baird said. “Ice on Viva Naughton and Kem-
merer City Reservoirs have only recently become 
fishable and I am still telling ice anglers to exercise 
extreme caution on, especially on Fontenelle.” 

Anglers: use extreme caution on any ice!  
 
     Ice conditions are changing rapidly. Never go 
ice fishing alone.  Ice anglers should always fish 
with other folks; the buddy system is criti-
cal and always tell someone your plan. Keep a 
close eye on children and your pets.   Always 
check the ice depth visually before you step on it 
and with an auger or spud bar as you go.  Ice 
thickness can very considerably across long dis-
tances.   If you plan to fish burbot at night find 
a location your group knows is safe during the 
daylight and stay there.  Don’t explore new ar-
eas after dark.  Four inches of clear, hard ice is 
considered acceptable for anglers on foot. Al-
ways carry a pair of ice picks and a throw rope 
just in case.  It is a good idea to wear a life 
jacket, as well.  We recommend against taking a 
vehicle onto the ice.  

     Ice continues to build on Flaming Gorge Reser-
voir and anglers will hopefully be able to access 
more of their favorite ice fishing spots soon.  With 
two burbot fishing derbies and a new lake trout 
fishing derby coming up, it will quickly be time to 
get out those fishing poles and do some pre-derby 
fishing while doing your part to help the fishery. 
     The 2018 Burbot Bash Derby and the 2018 Bur-
bot Classic Derby will be held in late January and 
early February, with the goal of reducing the num-
bers and impacts of burbot on fisheries in Flaming 
Gorge Reservoir.  The Burbot Classic is also add-
ing a separate lake trout fishing derby.  The 2018 
Burbot Bash is being held on January 26-28.  For 
more information please check out 
www.burbotbash.com or  www.facebook.com/
BurbotBash.                                                                          
 The 2018 Burbot Classic (burbot and lake trout) 
is being held on February 3-4.   For more informa-
tion about the Classic and to register online, check 
out www.burbotclassic.com or call Buckboard Ma-
rina.  If you can’t make one of these derbies or 
you’re looking for one more opportunity to test 
your fishing skills check out the Ding the Ling 
Derby on Fontenelle Reservoir February 10-11.  
For more information go to their Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/labargedingtheling. Team Egbert from 2017 Burbot Classic 

http://www.burbotbash.com
http://www.facebook.com/BurbotBash
http://www.facebook.com/BurbotBash
http://www.burbotclassic.com
file:///C:/NEWI&amp;E2013/I&amp;E/NEWS%20RELEASE/NR%20FGR%20ICE%20DERBIES%20JAN%202018%20DRAFT%20final.docx#_top#_top


~STOP Poaching cases solved and ongoing in the Green River Region~  
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     Enforcement Happenings 
    There are unsolved poaching cases in the Green 
River Region. If you have any information 
about any wildlife violation please contact your 
local game warden or the  STOP Poaching    
Hotline at: 
 1-877-WGFD-TIP (1-877-943-3847 ) 

 You can also report a wildlife violation at 
the WGFD website  

http://wgfd.wyo.gov        
Text keyword WGFD and message to TIP411  

     Green River region game wardens are 
investigating a variety  of poaching cases. 
They are hopeful somebody saw something 
that might help solve these and the other 
poaching cases. Many wildlife cases are 
solved through concerned citizens reporting 
the violation via the STOP Poaching Hot-
line. In some cases, a cash reward is pro-
vided to individuals who provide informa-
tion leading to an arrest and conviction of 
poachers. The Wyoming Wildlife Protectors 
Association (WWPA) is a non-profit organi-
zation that was established in 1980 to sup-
port the Wyoming Game and Fish Depart-
ment’s “Stop Poaching” program. The 
WWPA is the organization that provides the 
cash rewards.  
     Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
Baggs Game Warden Kim Olson is seeking 
information on a poached mule deer that 
was probably killed on or around December 
25 on Powder Mountain, in deer hunt area 
100. Powder Mountain is west of Baggs, 
along Powder Rim, in Sweetwater County. 
     A concerned sportsman discovered the 
headless mule deer and contacted Olson. 
     Anyone with information on this wildlife 
violation may call the Stop Poaching Hot-
line at 1-877-WGFD-TIP, or call game     
warden Kim Olson at 307-383-2160, or the 
Green River Game and Fish Office at-1-307-
875-3223.  

Kemmerer poaching case solved thanks to tip 
 

     A tip from a concerned sportsman resulted in a 
Kemmerer resident being caught in a 2016 deer 
poaching case. Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
Kemmerer Game Warden Chris Baird and other area 
game wardens have been investigating the case since 
October 2016. Baird said, like so many other cases 
they investigate, this case would not have been made 
without someone reporting their information.  
     Wyoming Game and Fish Department game war-
dens investigated a report of a deer shot and left in 
the Elk Mountain area, near Kemmerer. Investigation 
and interviews revealed that the suspect, Dexter Bie-
binger of Kemmerer, had killed a two-point mule 
deer buck. The hunt area has an antler point restric-
tion of three points or more and, due to Biebinger’s 
concern over violating the antler point restriction, he 
abandoned the deer at the site of the kill. Biebinger 
subsequently shot another deer shortly thereafter. 
After having been shot, the second deer ran into 
some nearby trees and died. Biebinger did not believe 
he had hit the deer and left the area. Game wardens 
interviewed Biebinger shortly after the incidents oc-
curred, at which time he admitted to the violations 
and assisted in the recovery of the deer.  
     Biebinger was charged with the waste of a big 
game animal, taking an over-limit of big game, fail-
ing to tag a big game animal, and taking a mule deer 
buck in violation of the antler point restriction. He 
plead guilty to these charges and was sentenced to 
serve three weekends in jail, with 84 days of jail time 
suspended. He was also sentenced to pay $1175.00 in 
fines, required to retake a hunter education course, 
and all of his hunting, fishing and trapping privileges 
were revoked for 2017 through 2020.    
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~ Green River Fisheries Updates~  

      Game and Fish invites anglers to open houses  
  

     Green River fisheries managers with the Wyoming 
Game and Fish Department are holding four open 
houses in January and they really want input from an-
glers who fish in southwest Wyoming. 
 Green River Fisheries Supervisor Robb Keith says he 
encourages anglers to attend the open houses and have 
an open discussion about fish, fishing regulations or 
any fisheries topics that may be on their minds. “We 
will begin each open house with a short presentation 
highlighting what the fish crew does in southwest 
Wyoming, and the state of major fisheries in the area,” 
Keith said. “We will also explain the upcoming regula-
tion process highlighting any proposals, regional and 
statewide, we know about, and spend a good portion 
of the time discussing management on Flaming Gorge 
Reservoir. A key topic during the open house will be 
the alarming population trends for lake trout in Flam-
ing Gorge Reservoir and the potential consequences in 
the future.” 
 Open houses will be held in the following locations: 

 January 12, 2018, Evanston, Wyo, Bear River Pa-
vilion, 76 Bear River Drive, 6 pm to 8 pm. 

 January 16, 2018, Kemmerer, Wyo, Lincoln County 
Library, 519 Emerald Street, 6 pm to 8 pm. 

 January 17, Lyman, Wyo, Lyman town Hall, Coun-
cil Room, 100 E Sage Street, 6 pm to 8 pm. 

 January 18, Green River, Wyo, G&F Green River 
Region Office, 351 Astle Ave., 6 pm to 8 pm. 

  The State of Wyoming supports the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA). Anyone requiring auxiliary 
aids, regarding this Public Notice, or wanting more in-
formation may contact the Green River office at: 307-
875-3223.  Every effort will be made for reasonable ac-
commodations. 
     If you are unable to attend an open house there is 
information on Flaming Gorge Management at this 
link: https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Regional-Offices/Green-
River-Region/Flaming-Gorge-Management 
 

 

Photos: top, angler Wes Gordon with his 
daily limit of small lake trout and his fish-
ing partner’s daily limit December 2017 
 
Photos: center and above ,large lake trout 
caught and released during November net-
ting on Flaming Gorge 2017. 
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~Early childhood education Project WILD and Project Learning Tree workshop~ GR Region Office ponder~ 

     GR Information and Education Specialist 
Lucy Wold and recently retired school teacher 
Hazel Scharosch conducted an early childhood 
Project WILD and Project Learning Tree work-
shop at Western Wyoming Community College in 
Rock Springs for 21 educators and staff with child 
learning/development centers. Project WILD and 
Project Learning Tree early childhood programs 
provide an introduction to environmental educa-
tion with an emphasis on wildlife and trees, en-
couraging children to explore, discover and com-
municate in expressive ways. WILD and PLT of-
fers a wide range of activities and experiences 
providing an early foundation for developing 
positive impressions about the natural world and 
lifelong social and academic skills. The workshop 
was sponsored by WWCC, ExxonMobil and the 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department.  

     GR Office Manager Regina Dickson had to ponder 
two phone calls on December 26, 2017 within an hour 
of each other regarding mysterious animal tracks fol-
lowing deer through residential neighborhoods in 
Green River and Kemmerer. “Both reporting parties 
initially suspected mountain lions, but the tracks in 
both cases turned out to be canine,” Dickson said. “A 
few days later, another call came in from a Green 
River resident regarding tracks ‘like they had never 
seen before’ and concern due to the rumors of moun-
tain lions in the area.                                                                                          
     Warden Rob Shipe responded promptly to the call 
and immediately identified the tracks as those of a 
cottontail rabbit, much to the relief of the resident.   
     “While the phone was ringing off the hook with 
curious callers checking out tracks in the snow, the 
foot traffic in the office was atypical of Decembers 
past,” Dickson said. “ With watercraft registration 
fees increasing January 1, 2018 Sheila and I saw many 
boaters looking ahead to summer, with money sav-
ings in mind. Compared to December 2016, in which 
the Green River Office processed a total of 30 water-
craft registrations, 2017’s total more than doubled 
that figure with a total of 73 watercraft registrations 
processed in the month of December alone. “    
(bottom left) 

mountain lion tracks cottontail tracks 



Office Managers Sheila Deinhardt (left) and Regina Dickson 
(right) stand on the foot bridge above the Green River on Expedi-
tion Island. An ice jam has continued to wreak havoc, causing 
flooding and closures to the Green Belt and Riverside Park. Only 
the ice anglers are happy about this one! :)  
 

http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                                
Office Phone: 307-875-3223 

Office Fax: 307-875-3242 
Toll Free In-State 1-800-843-8096 

 

~Critter Spotlight~ 
Eurasian collared dove     

By Mark Zornes a.k.a.  Leopold 
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Conserving Wildlife-Serving People 
  
We are on the web! http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                               stay connected      

 The Eurasian collared dove (ECD), as it's name implies, is a nonnative dove approximately midway in 
size between the native mourning dove, and the (also) nonnative rock dove or "pigeon." 

 ECDs are native to eastern Europe and southern Asia, and are very similar in appearance to the ring-
necked dove, another nonnative dove now found in the west. 

 ECDs are thought to have spread to North America from escaped captive birds in the Bahamas around 
1980, when they first appeared in Florida. By the late 1980s they were documented as far west as eastern 
Oklahoma and are now found in every state in the lower 48. They do not migrate seasonally, but are 
considered one of the most successful "disperser species" in the last two centuries. ECDs have also 
greatly expanded their natural range to include southeast Asia and western Europe. 

 ECD habitat is primarily restricted to towns and areas of significant rural development (large dairies, 
feedlots, hog farms, etc.), very similar to the rock dove or pigeon. They do not appear to occupy (to any 
great degree) undeveloped and intact habitats, but are usually associated with concentrations of hu-
mans. This limits their potential impact to native wild doves.   

 ECDs, like most dove and pigeon species, lays two eggs per nest. Each female may nest multiple times in 
a given summer. Eggs hatch quickly (typical for dove species) and young grow rapidly, fledging in 
about 15 days. 

 In Wyoming, this invasive species may be taken year-round with no license or bag limit. However, the 

ECD is rarely encountered where hunting is legal. This bird's propensity for occupying urban areas sug-
gests the ECD is here to stay. 

 ECDs are good table fair, and are indistinguishable in taste from mourning doves.  They are a bit larger, 

so fewer are required to make a good meal.  ECDs, with a little butter and bacon cooked me-
dium rare on the grill are a real treat!      


