
 

           Special dates and points of interest: 
 

 PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS 2017 ELK AND DEER HUNTING SEASONS 

AND GATHER INPUT FOR 2018 SEASONS: DECEMBER 18, 6 PM, BAGGS 

COMMUNITY CENTER, BAGGS, WYO. 

 REGISTER YOUR WATERCRAFT NOW. PRICES FOR WATERCRAFT REGIS-

TRATION WILL INCREASE JAN. 1, 2018. 

 DON’T HAVE YOUR HUNTER EDUCATION CERTIFICATE? CHECK OUT 

COURSE LISTINGS AT OUR WEBSITE HTTP://WGFD.WYO.GOV. 

 DON’T FORGET TO BUY YOUR 2018 CONSERVATION STAMP OR ELK 

MANAGEMENT PERMIT FOR THE NEW YEAR. 

 STOP POACHING HOTLINE IS 1-877-WGFD-TIP. YOU CAN ALSO REPORT 

A WILDIFE VIOLATION AT THE WGFD WEBSITE HTTP://WGFD.WYO.GOV.  

OR, TEXT KEYWORD WGFD AND MESSAGE TO TIP411    

 MOUNTAIN LION AND WOLF HUNTERS PLEASE REMEMBER TO CALL THE  

MORTALITY QUOTA HOTLINE BEFORE GOING HUNTING. THE NUMBER 

IS:  1-800-264-1280. 

 BUY ANNUAL FISHING, SMALL GAME AND GAME BIRD LICENSES, AND 

LIFETIME LICENSES/STAMPS FOR 2018 NOW. MANY LICENSE FEES WILL 

INCREASE JAN 1, 2018.  
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Habitat is where it’s at! 

     Pilot Kyle Stenberg, owner and operator of Yarak Aviation, lands his 
helicopter with Mountain View Wildlife Biologist Jeff Short and Pinedale 
Habitat Biologist Troy Fieseler in the cockpit. (top photo) Green River per-
sonnel conducted annual mule deer classifications. Mule deer locations are 
captured on the GPS and the number and age class of the deer recorded on a 
multi-place tally counter. (left) Hundreds of mule deer were classified and 
that is good news; however, there were few yearling deer classified because 
of the high fawn mortality of the previous winter. There were also some nice 
mature bucks, like the one in the above photo. 
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~Mule deer research in the Wyoming Range continues ~ 

     The Wyoming Range Deer Herd experienced a 
severe winter and population reduction this past 
winter and many deer have already migrated to 
winter ranges.  “Fortunately, the research on 
mule deer in this range that is being spear-
headed by the University of Wyoming’s research 
unit continues,” said Cokeville Game Warden 
Neil Hymas. “This will provide answers to ques-
tions about how mule deer populations react af-
ter severe winter events.” Ronnie Pimentel of 
Rohnert Park, California, spotted one of the col-
lared does near Pine Creek, east of Cokeville, 
during a recent hunting trip to Wyoming. (left, 
top)  
     Researchers with the University of Wyoming 
Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit 
completed deer captures in the Wyoming Range 
Mule Deer Herd and Green River personnel as-
sisted. G & F Commissioner Mike Schmid from 
LaBarge assisted with the deer captures, as well 
as biologists with the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, Kemmerer Field Office, and volunteers 
Shauna and Shawn Ridgeway and Darren Hysell 
with the Kemmerer Chapter of the Muley Fanat-
ics Foundation. Thayne Biologist Gary Fralick 
said, “The deer were in good body condition.” 
That is good news for this deer herd.               
Photos: Lucy Wold, WGFD 

     Mule deer are located using GPS tracking 
and helicopter crew members with Native 
Range Capture Services use a net gun to cap-
ture the deer, while one crew member leaves 
the helicopter and places hobbles on the deer. 
The deer are transported via helicopter to 
workers nearby. Deer are carried in a large 
sling and then weighed before their collar data 
is recorded.  

Green River I&E Specialist Lucy Wold (left, front), Muley Fanatic volunteer Darren Hysell (left, back), 
Thayne Wildlife Biologist Gary Fralick (back, right) and G&F Commissioner Mike Schmid 
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~Wyoming Range Mule Deer Capture near Kemmerer~ 

     Thayne Wildlife Biologist Gary Fralick and UW 
researcher Tana Verzuh working on one of the col-
lared does. Workers take the animal’s temperature, 
collect a fecal and blood sample, measure its girth 
and Dr. Kevin Monteith does an ultrasound to de-
termine the body fat percentage and overall body 
condition (photo below).  Project Supervisor 
Samantha Page Dwinnell takes a tooth sample for 
aging purposes. (photo left, center) The deer are 
released following this process.  

G&F Commissioner Mike Schmid and Tana Verzuh get 
ready to release a deer. (left, bottom) Muley Fanatics 
volunteer Shauna Ridgeway lets go of a collared deer. 
*More photos on page  6. 
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~Reports from Mountain View, Baggs and Evanston~ 

     Mountain View Game Warden Allen Deru spent most 
of his time checking elk hunters throughout the month 
and reported harvest was very slow due to the lack of 
snow. “The elk harvest for November was a lot slower 
than last year, and it had a few of the general elk hunters 
frustrated,” Deru said. “Overall the season went well 
though and hunters can still hunt for elk with their lim-
ited quota licenses in hunt areas 106 and 107 through 
January.  I checked a nice bull moose that was harvested 
in area 35. (left, top)  I did have to put down another 
blind cow moose with conjunctivitis (pinkeye) and that 
makes three moose in 2017.”   
     Evanston Game Warden Nick Roberts also reported 
that elk harvest was slow during most of November due 
to low snow accumulation. Roberts also documented two 
cases of moose dying from carotid arterial worms. Elaeo-
phora schneideri is a filarioid nematode (worm) that lives in 
the carotid arteries of mule and black-tailed deer  and is 
transmitted by horse flies.  
     “One of the aberrant hosts of E. schneideri is moose,” 
said Green River Wildlife Management Coordinator Mark 
Zornes. “Aberrant hosts are susceptible to a variety of  
pathologies, ranging from dry gangrene of nose and ear 
tips, antler malformations, to blindness, central nervous 
system damage and death. Research is being done to learn 
more about carotid arterial worms and their impacts to 
moose. It is clear that there has been a decline in moose 
populations in western Wyoming.  It is unclear to what 
degree the parasite has contributed to these declines. We 
know this nematode is both highly prevalent and wide-
spread in Wyoming moose and has resulted in significant 
moose mortality.” 
     Baggs Game Warden Kim Olson received a report of a 
black bear breaking and entering  into a camper with no 
injuries to man or bear. (left, center) Repeated incidents 
will result in removal of the offending bear. Olson and 
Baggs Wildlife Biologist Sam Stephens contacted many 
successful elk hunters in the Baggs country. (left, bottom) 
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~Wire removed from town buck deer ~  

     Green River Wildlife Biologist Patrick Burke and Green 
River Wildlife Management Coordinator Mark Zornes       
responded to a call where a buck mule deer was walking 
around Green River with wire caught around his antlers. 
(left, top) Burke was able to dart and tranquilize the deer 
(center), while Zornes removed the wire. (below) In Septem-
ber, Burke and Zornes also responded to a doe deer in town 
with wire caught around her body. That doe was also darted 
and the wire removed; just one of the hazards “town deer” 
face and one of the challenges wildlife managers face. (right, 
bottom) 
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~Wyoming Range Mule Deer Herd capture~ A large research project with many partners~ 

WGFD Statewide Videographer Ray Hageman documented 
the deer capture and Cokeville Game Warden Neil Hymas 
secured landowner permission ahead of time for deer cap-
tured on private lands and assisted the helicopter and 
ground crew with location logistics. 



~STOP Poaching cases solved and ongoing in the Green River Region~  
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     Enforcement Happenings 
    There are unsolved poaching cases in the Green River Region.         
If you have any information about any wildlife violation please 
contact your local game warden or the  STOP Poaching Hotline at: 

 1-877-WGFD-TIP (1-877-943-3847 ) 
 You can also report a wildlife violation at the WGFD website  
http://wgfd.wyo.gov        
Text keyword WGFD and message to TIP411  

    
 

     Green River region game wardens are investigating 
a variety  of poaching cases involving deer, elk and 
pronghorn antelope. They are hopeful somebody saw 
something that might help solve these and the other 
poaching cases. Many wildlife cases are solved 
through concerned citizens reporting the violation via 
the STOP Poaching Hotline. In some cases, a cash   
reward is provided to individuals who provide infor-
mation leading to an arrest and conviction of poach-
ers. The Wyoming Wildlife Protectors Association 
(WWPA) is a non-profit organization that was estab-
lished in 1980 to support the Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department’s “Stop Poaching” program. The WWPA 
is the organization that provides the cash rewards.  
     Anyone with information on any wildlife violation 
may call the Stop Poaching Hotline at 1-877-WGFD-
TIP (1-877-943-3847). Tips may be reported online at 
wgfd.wyo.gov,  or by calling the Green River Game 
and Fish Office at-1-307-875-3223. Poaching informa-
tion may also be texted; text keyword WGFD a      
message toTIP411 (847-411) 

        Evanston Game Warden Nick Roberts completed a residency violation 
case of a former Evanston resident, with the help of Cokeville Game Warden 
Neil Hymas and Afton Game Warden James Hobbs. The man had moved to 
Utah, but purchased a resident general deer license and harvested a buck 
mule deer in hunt area 135. “Deer Hunt Area 135 hadn't opened on September 
15th, the day the deer was shot,’” Roberts said. “The man was charged with 
making a false statement of residency to obtain a deer license and taking big 
game in the wrong area. He plead guilty to both and paid $1,040.00 in fines.   

http://wgfd.wyo.gov/web2011/wildlife-1000335.aspx
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~Green River Habitat Biologist Updates~ Green River Fisheries Updates~  

     Green River Habitat Biologist Kevin Spence provided re-
view and comment to the Water Research Program advisory 
committee regarding a proposal aimed at determining 
whether or not beaver can mitigate the effects of drought in 
low precipitation environments. Spence also met with Muley 
Fanatic Foundation administration and R&M Welding to or-
der fabrication of 4,000 ft of steel jack fencing, which will be 
used to complete the last leg of initial aspen stand exclosure 
fencing on Little Mountain during 2018. (left, top) Spence is 
also compiling and analyzing data collected from the Trout 
Unlimited Red Creek steel jack riparian shrub  exclosure, Lit-
tle Mountain aspen LD Index surveys, Seedskadee cotton-
wood LD Index surveys, and stream channel and riparian 
vegetation greenline surveys from proposed beaver dam 
structure sites on lower Muddy Creek.   
     The Green River Fisheries Crew spent a good bit of time 
attending meetings: WGFD fish supervisors, Burbot Bash ice 
fishing Derby, Northern Leatherside Chub research group, 
Big Sandy landowners, and Roundtail Chub and Muddy 
Creek Projects. “Trammel netting for burbot was completed 
on Flaming Gorge Reservoir,” Robb Keith Green River Fish-
eries Supervisor said. “The data suggests burbot abundance 
reservoir-wide decreased by 21% compared to 2016.” The 
crew also assisted with the ongoing graduate project in 
Fontenelle Reservoir and the Green River.  “Over 200 Burbot 
were implanted with pink-colored passive integrated trans-
ponder (PIT) and radio tags.” (left, center) Green River Fish 
Biologist John Walrath  completed a “how to fillet burbot 
video” with WGFD Digital Content Creator Christopher 
Martin. AIS Specialist Wes Gordon and volunteer Cliff Pabst 
installed and repaired Aquatic Invasive Species signs at boat 
ramps throughout the region. (below) 
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~Grizzly bear public involvement ~ Hunter education~ 

     Large Carnivore Supervisor Dan Thompson 
traveled to Green River to conduct one of the 
public meetings to discuss future management of 
grizzly bears now that they have been delisted 
and are under the state’s management authority. 
Eleven members of the public attended and many 
good ideas and suggestions were recorded. (left, 
top)                                                        

     Green River Information and Education     
Specialist Lucy Wold and Green River Office 
Manager Sheila Deinhardt were assisted by vol-
unteers Brian and Sandy Taylor with a tradi-
tional hunter safety class at the region office. 
Twenty-one students completed and passed the 
course.  

Green River volunteers Brian and Sandy Taylor 

Sheila Deinhardt (left) teaching 
shooting positions  

Lucy Wold  



Office Managers Sheila Deinhardt (left) and Regina 
Dickson (right) show their Christmas spirit. Sheila 
and Regina remind people that they are now process-
ing watercraft registrations. The cost of watercraft 
registrations will go up beginning Jan. 1. 2018. If you 
register your watercraft now, you can do so at the 
2017 prices before they go up. They also have WGFD 
gifts available for the outdoor person on your list. 
 

http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                                
Office Phone: 307-875-3223 

Office Fax: 307-875-3242 

~Critter Spotlight~ 
    Porcupine 

By Mark Zornes a.k.a.  Leopold 
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Conserving Wildlife-Serving People 
  
We are on the web! http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                               stay connected      

 Quills on a porcupine are a specialized hollow hair, equipped with a sharp, barbed business end. They 
occur on only the dorsal surface of the porcupine; they are quite "naked" on the belly. The slow, lumber-
ing porcupine uses these quills as a defense against predators. While the misinformed think porcupines 
can "shoot" their quills, in reality, the porcupine must make physical contact with its attacker to deploy 
these specialized hairs of pain. Dogs (and other carnivores) regularly receive quills in their mouth fol-
lowing a bite to the back or tail of the porcupine. Quills are barbed and quickly move deeper into a 
wound. Quick attention is required because of this and dog owners in areas of high numbers of porcu-
pines become masters of quill removal.  Sometimes, removal must be done surgically by a veterinarian. 

 Porcupines are prey to a variety of species, especially mountain lions and fishers.  Even humans are 
known to take advantage of this "easy" meal, and porcupines were considered an easily harvested star-
vation food to some mountain men and Native Americans.       

 Porcupines occupy a variety of habitats. Typically thought to be associated with woody species (upon 
whose bark they feed), anyone that has hunted pheasants or sharp-tailed grouse in the grasslands of 
eastern Wyoming with a bird dog knows they can occur in large numbers miles from trees or shrubs, 
feeding primarily on grasses and forbs. They can also be found in desert environments in portions of 
Wyoming and the southwestern US. 

 Considered a pest by some throughout their range, porcupines are often killed indiscriminately, and are 
on the list of unprotected Predatory Animals in Wyoming. They have a very low birth rate and long ges-
tation period, giving birth to a single young after over 200 days of gestation. They are long-lived for a       
rodent as well, with some individuals living in excess of 30 years. 

 Prior to (and after) contact with Europeans, Native Americans produced beautiful decorations on cloth-
ing and other articles using dyed porcupine quills.  

The porcupine is North America's second largest rodent 
(the beaver is the largest) and is widespread throughout 
the continent, from Alaska to northern Mexico, and from 
the west coast to the east coast. They are found in 
nearly every corner of Wyoming. 


