
 

           Special dates and points of interest: 
 

 REMEMBER: YOU CAN BUY ALL YOUR HUNTING LICENSES, REQUIRED 

STAMPS AND MANY MORE PRODUCTS AT THE WGFD WEBSITE FROM 

THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN COMPUTER! 

 REGISTER YOUR WATERCRAFT NOW. PRICES FOR WATERCRAFT REGIS-

TRATION WILL INCREASE JAN. 1, 2018. 

 GRIZZLY BEAR PUBLIC MEETING, NOVEMBER 29, 6 PM, GREEN RIVER 

GAME AND FISH OFFICE. 

 DON’T HAVE YOUR HUNTER EDUCATION CERTIFICATE? CHECK OUT 

COURSE LISTINGS AT OUR WEBSITE HTTP://WGFD.WYO.GOV. 

 HARVEST INFORMATION PROGRAM (HIP) PERMITS ARE FREE BUT ONLY  

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT THE WGFD WEBSITE. 

 STOP POACHING HOTLINE IS 1-877-WGFD-TIP. YOU CAN ALSO REPORT 

A WILDIFE VIOLATION AT THE WGFD WEBSITE HTTP://WGFD.WYO.GOV.  

OR, TEXT KEYWORD WGFD AND MESSAGE TO TIP411    

 MOUNTAIN LION AND WOLF HUNTERS PLEASE REMEMBER TO CALL THE  

MORTALITY QUOTA HOTLINE BEFORE GOING HUNTING. THE NUMBER 

IS:  1-800-264-1280. 
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Habitat is where it’s at! 

     Saratoga Wildlife Biologist Will Schultz darted this 
cow and female calf moose that were hanging out in a 
subdivision near Elk Mountain.  Baggs Wildlife Biologist 
Sam Stephens assisted Schultz with relocating the moose 
to a new home in Mill Creek.  Stephens said, “They han-
dled the trailer ride better than a lot of horses and took to 
the Mill Creek willows shortly after relocation. “ 
(Thanks Sam for the photos! More photos on the next 
page.) 
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~Moose get  a new home in Mill Creek~ CA sister antelope hunters~ Eleaphora schneideri~ 

Saratoga Wildlife Biologist Will Schultz 
watches the cow and calf move away from the 
horse trailer to their new home in Mill Creek. 

Cokeville Game Warden Neil Hymas took these photos of 
sisters Meghan Garber and Emily Garber, from Modesto, 
California, enjoying a successful antelope hunt in Ante-
lope Hunt Area 98 with their parents near Kemmerer and 
Cokeville. Emily, 14 (right) bagged her first antelope this 
year, while Meghan, 17, (above) has a previous Wyoming 
antelope and deer under her belt.  
     Warden Hymas responded to a report of a blind moose 
during the first week of October on Dempsey Ridge 
southeast of Cokeville.  Investigation revealed that the 
adult cow was completely blind, and had to be eutha-
nized. The blindness was believed to have been caused by 
the presence of the arterial worm,  Eleaphora schneideri, 
which is a normal parasite found in some ungulates, such 
as moose.  A heavy infestation of arterial worms can lead 
to blockage of major arteries near the head, and result in 
blindness and even death.  This parasite is transmitted 
between hosts through the bites of a variety of horsefly 
species. (right) 
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~Baggs big game hunters~ 

     Baggs Wildlife Biologist Sam Stephens was 
busy checking hunters in  Deer Hunt Area 82 the 
first two weeks of October and despite the four-
point antler point restriction, Stephens said deer 
were still harvested and hunters seemed gener-
ally pleased with the number of deer and the op-
portunity.  “We remained consistently busy 
throughout the deer season, checking hunters and 
pulling Chronic Wasting Disease samples,” said 
Stephens. “With two shots of cold temperatures 
followed by snowfall, the early October weather 
made for some excellent deer hunting as some 
deer began migrating through their transition 
range. “  
     “Warm temperatures and lack of precipitation 
made for tough elk hunting this fall,” Stephens 
said. “Hunters were still able to find elk hanging 
at higher elevations, but in general, elk were very 
nocturnal and sparsely located throughout the 
Sierra Madres. We ran three separate check sta-
tions for a total of four days throughout the elk 
season and overall hunter satisfaction was 
low.”                                                                              
       “However, our check stations served as a 
great tool to gather field data and public input 
which will be incredibly helpful for future man-
agement decisions,” Stephens said. “Snowfall and 
colder temperatures did, however, make for an 
exciting youth hunt.  Our two-day (October 13-
14) youth season for deer and elk saw a decent 
number of young hunters afield, enjoying time in 
the woods with family and limited hunting pres-
sure. “   

Photos compliments of Baggs Wildlife Biologist 
Sam Stephens:  Successful hunter with a non-
typical buck (top), a happy hunter with her first 
elk, joined by her parents (center), and another 
hunter celebrates his first mule deer (bottom). 
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~Happy hunters in Mountain View Country~ Update from Kemmerer Country~ 

     Mountain View Game Warden Allen Deru spent the last month 
checking hunters. “I checked in quite a few deer and a few really 
nice deer,” Deru said. “The elk hunt started well and then became 
slow with the nice weather. The violations I recorded were similar 
to the last few years’, with no major issues.”  

Allen Deru Photos/top left and directly below: happy pronghorn 
antelope and elk hunters in the Mountain View District. 

     Kemmerer Game Warden Chris Baird took 
these photos left/bottom of the beautiful land-
scapes on Commissary Ridge and Indian Creek 
on the Hams Fork. Baird was also lucky to catch 
porcupine tracks in the snow. “I just thought the 
tracks were cool,” Baird said. “They had me 
stumped for a bit, as they were not in typical 
habitat. I have been seeing a lot more porcupines 
in weird places lately.”  
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~Please pack it in and pack it out~ Successful Evanston hunters~  

     Baird also reported more dirty hunting camps this year. “All 
recreationists should pack out the garbage and gear they packed in 
and not leave a mess for others to deal with,” Baird said. “Most rec-
reationists, including hunters, do just that. Make sure to clean up 
your camps in the front and backcountry.”  Baird was also fortu-
nate to see a large bull moose in the spotting scope; always a site to 
see. 
     Evanston Game Warden Nick Roberts reported that deer har-
vest was noticeably down this year, but hunters were well aware of 
the negative effect last winter had on deer numbers. He was able to 
get some pictures of these happy hunters.  (bottom and next page) 
Roberts reported that the wildlife violations he worked on included 
a Utah hunter who was illegally baiting deer with corn and miner-
als and a pair of California hunters who took an over limit of deer 
and illegally transferred a license. “Two hunters turned themselves 
in for accidentally shooting two-point deer in three-point or better 
areas,” Roberts said. “Two more hunters turned themselves in for 
shooting over limits of antelope and elk.”      
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~Happy hunters in Evanston~ Deer Rescue; thank you PacifiCorp~ 

     Cokeville Game Warden Neil Hymas and 
Kemmerer Game Warden Chris Baird investi-
gated a stop poaching report on the north end 
of the industrial site at the Pacificorp Naugh-
ton Plant.  (photo of Hymas and Baird with 
white hard hats leaving plant site. Hard hats 
are required to go on site at PacifiCorp) 
     Pacificorp also reported a deer that became 
stuck in the mud of a settling pond near the 
Naughton Plant.  Since wardens were a few 
hours away during the busy hunting seasons, 
Pacificorp managers agreed to have their em-
ployees and contractors attempt a rescue.  
With the help of a track-hoe, a little lumber, 
straps, and a little mud flinging, the doe was 
rescued.  After resting a while, she bounded 
away unhurt.  Our appreciation for the help of 
a great rescue crew from Pacificorp: Rodger 
Holt, Dallas Jaehn, Mike Slovensky, Wayne 
Stubbs, and Ryan Witbeck. 

Safety first! 
 



~Poaching cases ongoing in the GR Region~  
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     Enforcement Happenings 
    There are unsolved poaching cases  in the Green River 
Region. If you have any information about any wildlife 
violation please contact your local game warden or the   
STOP Poaching Hotline at: 
 1-877-WGFD-TIP (1-877-943-3847 ) 
 You can also report a wildlife violation at the 

WGFD website  
http://wgfd.wyo.gov        
Text keyword WGFD and message to TIP411  

        Green River region game wardens are investigating a variety  of 
poaching cases involving deer, elk and pronghorn antelope. They are 
hopeful somebody saw something that might help solve these and 
the other poaching cases. Many wildlife cases are solved through 
concerned citizens reporting the violation via the STOP Poaching 
Hotline. In some cases, a cash reward is provided to individuals who 
provide information leading to an arrest and conviction of poachers. 
The Wyoming Wildlife Protectors Association (WWPA) is a non-
profit organization that was established in 1980 to support the Wyo-
ming Game and Fish Department’s “Stop Poaching” program. The 
WWPA is the organization that provides the cash rewards.  
     Anyone with information on any wildlife violation may call the 
Stop Poaching Hotline at 1-877-WGFD-TIP (1-877-943-3847). Tips 
may be reported online at wgfd.wyo.gov,  or by calling the Green 
River Game and Fish Office at-1-307-875-3223. Poaching information 
may also be texted; text keyword WGFD a message toTIP411 (847-
411) 

http://wgfd.wyo.gov/web2011/wildlife-1000335.aspx
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~Habitat projects improving the landscapes~ Fontenelle gill netting~ 

     GR Aquatic Habitat Biologist Kevin Spence and GR Fisheries Biolo-
gist Troy Laughlin completed riparian shrub trend monitoring surveys 
inside the Red Creek steel jack exclosure constructed with the Seedska-
dee TU Chapter back in 2016.  The exclosure was strategically located 
to temporarily protect willows and other riparian shrubs from excessive 
ungulate browsing, thereby promoting healthy growth and sustainable 
beaver habitat.   Photo comparisons between June and October 2017 
show a noticeable improvement in vertical growth of Bebb's, Whiplash, 
and Coyote Willow inside the exclosure.  Spence also assisted Seedska-
dee NWR with planting several hundred willow cuttings along a 1,500 ft 
bank of the Green River near the Highway 28 crossing.  A skid steer au-
ger was used to dig holes down into the water table to improve planting 
survival. The effort was experimental in design to determine the most 
successful methods for planting willow stakes, so that the knowledge 
can be used by contractors in upcoming years to complete large scaled 
plantings at key locations on the refuge. Volunteers from the Seedskadee 
TU Chapter also participated in the experimental willow plantings.  

     Green River fisheries Biologist 
Troy Laughlin (Captain) , AIS 
crew leader Wes Gordon, fisheries 
technician Jessica Dugan and her 
father Peter, completed gill net-
ting on Fontenelle Reservoir in 
early November. Some of the bur-
bot were tagged for research and 
also for the upcoming Ding the 
Ling Ice Fishing Derby. The Pine-
dale Fisheries Crew helped Tucker 
Brauer, a graduate student from 
the University of Idaho, catch 
burbot in Fontenelle Reservoir. 
Captured burbot were implanted 
with PIT tags or radio tags 
(below) and released back into the 
reservoir so that their movements 
can be monitored this winter. 

Jessica and Peter Dugan (right) 

Wes Gordon (below) 
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~ DEER Project ~ Flaming Gorge gill netting~ Coyote research with UW~ Bat month~ 

     Researchers with the University of Wyoming Co-
operative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit completed 
deer captures on the Deer and Elk Ecology Research 
Project (D.E.E.R.) south of Rock Springs and also a 
coyote research project, with the help of GR person-
nel. Green River Wildlife Biologist Patrick Burke 
(top photo, right), WLCI Coordinator James Wasseen 
(second from top, right) and Green River Game War-
den Rob Shipe (third photo down, behind doe) Work-
ers recaptured the adult female mule deer they have 
been monitoring since April 2016 to assess their nu-
tritional condition after summer, along with a collec-
tion of other characteristics. Funding for the D.E.E.R. 
Project is made possible by the WGFD and Southwest 
Chapter of Muley Fanatics.                                                                

     This project requires coordination between the 
Coop Unit and multiple natural resource agencies 
and conservation group. A lot of people made the 
capturing possible. The photographs were taken by 
WGFD Digital Content Creator Christopher Martin .  
Chris also took the photos of GR Fisheries Biologist 
John Walrath conducting annual gill netting on 
Flaming Gorge Reservoir with Rock Springs High 
School students from teacher Lorrissa Apel’s class. 
(below left two photos.) 

October was a very popular month for bat programs 
and GR I&E Specialist talked with hundreds of area 
school children about the benefits of bats. (photo be-
low with Overland Elementary School students from 
Sheila Obertini’s class.) 



Office Managers Sheila Deinhardt (right) and Regina Dickson 
(left) show their Halloween spirit with their Great Pumpkin 
shirts. Sheila and Regina remind people that they are now   
processing watercraft registrations. The cost of watercraft     
registrations will go up beginning Jan. 1. 2018. If you register 
your watercraft now you can do so at the 2017 prices before they 
go up. 

http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                                
Office Phone: 307-875-3223 

Office Fax: 307-875-3242 
Toll Free In-State 1-800-843-8096 

~Critter Spotlight~ 
Pinyon jay     

By Mark Zornes a.k.a.  Leopold 
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Conserving Wildlife-Serving People 
  
We are on the web! http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                               stay connected      

- A small member of the Corvidae ("crow") family, the pinyon jay is a close relative of Wyoming's other 

jay species (gray, blue, Steller's, and scrub), Clark's nutcrackers, magpies, crows, and ravens. 
- Pinyon jays, unlike some jay species, tend to fly in flocks, appearing much like their larger cousin the 
crow, especially in flight.  Flocks of 200-300 are not uncommon, and much larger flocks (into the thou-
sands) have been documented. 
- Pinyon jays, much like their name implies, are closely tied to the range of the pinyon pine, the seeds of 
which are one of their main food sources.  They also feed on a variety of other pine seeds, nuts, and 
fruits.  Juniper berries are heavily utilized as well.  Large insects are regularly eaten and are especially im-
portant to young jays.  Pinyon jays are one of the main dispersal agents for the unwinged pinyon and pon-
derosa pine seeds. 
-Pinyon jays are colonial nesters, but tend to build only one nest per tree or structure.  They produce 3-5 
young annually. 
- Pinyon jays have a fairly small distribution of high density in Wyoming, primarily in the south-central 
portion of the Green River Region (where the only pinion pines are found in the state).  The bird can be 
observed in other locales in Wyoming, but at lower densities, and the species naturally ranges northward 
through the center of the state and well into south-central Montana.  In southwest Wyoming, suitable 
habitats around Little Mountain, Pine Mountain, Cedar Mountain, and Sage-Creek Mountain are great 
places to observe this species.  


