
 

           Special dates and points of interest: 
 

 PREFERENCE POINT ONLY APPLICATON PERIOD JULY 1 THROUGH    

OCTOBER 31 

 REMEMBER: YOU CAN BUY ALL YOUR HUNTING LICENSES, REQUIRED 

STAMPS AND MANY MORE PRODUCTS AT THE WGFD WEBSITE FROM THE 

COMFORT OF YOUR OWN COMPUTER! 

 DON’T HAVE YOUR HUNTER EDUCATION CERTIFICATE? CHECK OUT 

COURSE LISTINGS AT OUR WEBSITE HTTP://WGFD.WYO.GOV. 

 MANY HUNTING SEASONS OPEN SEPTEMBER 1-CHECK YOUR HUNTING 

REGULATIONS FOR SEASON DATES AND RESTRICTIONS THAT APPLY. 

 HARVEST INFORMATION PROGRAM (HIP) PERMITS ARE FREE BUT ONLY  

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT THE WGFD WEBSITE. 

 STOP POACHING HOTLINE IS 1-877-WGFD-TIP. YOU CAN ALSO REPORT A 

WILDIFE VIOLATION AT THE WGFD WEBSITE HTTP://WGFD.WYO.GOV.   

 TEXT KEYWORD WGFD AND MESSAGE TO TIP411   1-307-777-4330 

 OCTOBER 6, AVIAN PRESENTATION, KEMMERER PUBLIC LIBRARY, 6 PM 

 OCTOBER 7, BIRD WALK, LAKE VIVA NAUGHTON, 8-10 AM 

 OCTOBER 7, HAWK WATCH CAPTURE AND BANDING, COMMISSARY 

RIDGE,11 AM TO 5 PM, CALL 307-760-7342 FOR DETAILS 
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     Patrick Key poses with his bighorn sheep ram  
after a successful hunt in area 5. Like many bighorn 
sheep hunters, Patrick waited a long time to draw 
the coveted license and he was thrilled to harvest 
one! Congratulations Patrick!  

Habitat is where it’s at! 

Above photo: Lucy Wold, WGFD 
Group of bighorn sheep in Red Canyon, UT, above 
Flaming Gorge Reservoir, just south of the Wyoming 
border. 
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~Get your harvested bighorn sheep plugged, please~ GR personnel finish antelope classifications~

     GR Wildlife Management Coordinator Mark Zornes 
places a plug in Patrick Key’s bighorn sheep horn. Wyoming 
law requires that any person harvesting a bighorn sheep or 
mountain goat in Wyoming shall within fifteen (15) consecu-
tive days following the harvest present the horns attached to 
the skull plate for registration. All harvested bighorn sheep 
shall be plugged. Any person picking up any bighorn sheep 
horns in Wyoming shall within fifteen (15) consecutive days 
following the pickup of the horns present the horn or horns 
for registration, plugging and interstate game tagging. Plug-
ging may be omitted if the Department determines that the 
size or condition of the horn prevents proper plugging. Any 
person taking bighorn sheep horns shall present them in per-
son at Department offices, Monday through Friday, excluding 
legal holidays, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Bighorn sheep horns not 
originating in Wyoming shall not be plugged.  
    Green River personnel finished up 2017 pronghorn antelope 
classifications in early September. Evanston Game Warden 
Nick Roberts spotted this “goofy looking pronghorn buck” in 
his district. (below) Pronghorn antelope buck horns should 
look more like the photo below Roberts’ goofy buck. (photo 
bottom) 
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~One tough eagle~ Fire can be a good thing for wildlife habitat~ Pole creek Fire update~ 

      Kemmerer Game Warden Chris Baird took the photo of this eagle 
(left). “This eagle was hit where Highway 372 intersects Highway 189,” 
Baird said. “The oil and gas worker continued driving for nearly 20 miles 
to her work site north of the Exxon plant when she discovered it was still 
alive and stuck in the grill. Just as I was getting to the area the bird pulled 
itself free and flew away! “ Baggs Game Warden Kim Olson took the 
photo below of vegetation one year after a major wildfire near Baggs. 
(below) “This is a year after the Snake Fire in the Roaring Fork area of the 
Madres,” Olson said. “Fire is a good thing! The aspens have grown three 
feet this year!”  

Baggs Wildlife Biologist Sam Stephens took the photo below, left, of a 
prairie rattlesnake he encountered classifying pronghorn antelope in hunt 
are 57. 

     The Pole Creek Fire was more than 3500 acres in its beginning; 
burning in mostly road-less country and will be a good habitat 
treatment in the long run for many wildlife species. (bottom, left) 
As of September 7, the fire is 55% contained. The Pole Creek Fire 
was discovered August 4, burning on the Kemmerer Ranger Dis-
trict of the Bridger-Teton National Forest. The fire is located 25 
miles northwest of Kemmerer, WY, in the Hams Fork drainage. 
An Emergency Area  Closure is in effect at this time to provide for 
public and firefighter safety.  Anyone planning on going to this 
area should go to the fire incident website and refer to maps of the 
road and travel closures near the fire.  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/  
*For additional information, visit the Forest Website at:  http://
www.fs.fed.us/r4/btnf , or contact the Bridger-Teton National 
Forest at (307) 739-5500. Hunters are advised that portions of bear, 
antelope, deer, elk, and moose hunt areas in the southeast Kem-
merer Ranger District fall within the Bridger-Teton National For-
est area closure.  
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~Access Yes Program draws~ AIS check stations closed September 17~ Drain. Clean. Dry. ~ 

     Southwest Wyoming Access Yes Coordina-
tor Andy Countryman (left) reports the Access 
Yes Program has been working to complete 
Access-Yes signing for all Walk In Area and 
Hunter Management Areas in the southwest 
corner of the state for the upcoming hunting 
seasons. “We completed all HMA draws ex-
cept for the National Elk Refuge (NER),” 
Countryman said. “The NER draws will take 
place on Sept 26 with results on Sept 27th.” 
     “I also assisted with migratory bird damage 
issues in Cokeville, Aquatic Invasive Species 
Check stations in Evanston and Kemmerer, 
and watercraft enforcement on the Flaming 
Gorge. Last, but not least, I assisted the Kem-
merer BLM in the planning and inventory 
stages of the travel management plan for the 
Bear River Divide Hunter Management Area. 
This plan will assist in maintaining wildlife 
habitat, livestock grazing and the longevity of 
public use on the checkerboard of private and 
public lands  located north of Evanston.”  

     Green River Region Aquatic Invasive Species 
Specialist Wes Gordon reminds boaters about the 
fall check station schedule. “ WGFD AIS check sta-
tions close for the season on September 17th,” 
Gordon said. “Boaters transporting watercraft by 
land into the state are still required an inspection 
until November 30th or year-round if they were last 
on an infested water. Inspections are available by 
appointment at regional offices and by private in-
spectors listed on our website at: 
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Fishing-and-Boating/
Aquatic-Invasive-Species-Prevention/AIS-
Inspection-Locations 

AIS Specialist West Gordon inspects a boat at the WGFD 
Green River Region Office. 

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Fishing-and-Boating/Aquatic-Invasive-Species-Prevention/AIS-Inspection-Locations
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Fishing-and-Boating/Aquatic-Invasive-Species-Prevention/AIS-Inspection-Locations
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Fishing-and-Boating/Aquatic-Invasive-Species-Prevention/AIS-Inspection-Locations
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~Southern Wyoming Range Mule Deer Habitat Project ~ 

     Buffalo Wildlife Biologist Cheyenne Stewart and 
WGFD Habitat Coordinator Jill Randall reported 
WGFD and BLM personnel have been making pro-
gress on the Southern Wyoming Range Mule Deer 
Habitat Project. “Over the summer we have been 
making bi-monthly field trips to the general project 
areas to examine and discuss potential opportunities 
to improve habitat conditions for mule deer as well 
as other wildlife, livestock, and general forest and 
rangeland health,” Randall said. “Our goal is to 
mimic natural disturbance regimes that provide a 
landscape-scale mosaic of plant successional phases. 
It's all about the fawns when it comes to mule deer 
population growth and resilience; and it takes good 
habitat to increase fawn production and survival. We 
expect to reach out to permittees, private landown-
ers, hunters, and other interested public this winter to 
make new partnerships and ask for feedback before 
we move forward. For more information, pick up a 
project flyer at your local WGFD office.“ 

 

Left to Right top row: Brent Jamison, Phil Lockwood, 
Carl Bezanson, Matt Troxlen , BLM 
Left to Right bottom row: Cheyenne Stewart, Levi Ben-

nington (BLM), Susan Patla, and Jill Randall. 
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~Congratulations Regina! ~  Aquatic Habitat Section holds training~ Parade time~ New folks~

     Green River Office Manager Regina Dickson received the Peer  
Recognition Award in the Green River Region from GR Wildlife     
Supervisor Todd Graham. Congratulations, Regina! (left, top)  
     Green River Aquatic Habitat Biologist Kevin Spence attended a 
habitat training with the entire habitat section on the Greys River, 
at the Box Y Ranch. Spence shared his vast experience with trap-
ping and transporting beaver with his coworkers. (left, center)  
Baggs Game Warden Kim Olson (on top ATV in bottom photo), 
Rawlins wardens Teal Cufade and Linnea Sailor, Baggs Wildlife 
Biologist Sam Stephens, and WGFD Habitat and Access Techni-
cian Mark Cufade rode in the annual Carbon County Parade. 
Stephens (below, right, next to sage brush) is the new wildlife     
biologist in Baggs.   

     Gary Boyd (bottom, left) is the new Green River Game Warden, re-
placing Andy Roosa, who is now the Rock Springs Game Warden. Andy 
replaced Dave Hays when Hays retired in June. Boyd is not new to the 
WGFD! Boyd has worked for the Dept. since 1993, working in Lusk, 
North Laramie, Glenrock and now, Green River.   

Sam Stephens, Baggs Wildlife  Biologist 



~Raptor Migration: birds in strange locations~ Audubon Education Events Oct. 6 and 7~ 

     Rock Springs Game Warden Andy Roosa received a call from an 
oil field worker about a large raptor with its talons entangled in the 
cover of a stack on a heat exchanger in Long Canyon north of Rock 
Springs. Roosa arrived and was surprised to find that it was an Os-
prey, a bird normally seen along rivers and near lakes that eats fish 
almost exclusively.  

     “The bird was likely starting it's migration south when it landed 
on top of the stack and got it's talons stuck in the small holes of the 
stack cover,” Roosa said. “The workers had noticed the bird perched 
there the day before but didn't think anything of it until they noticed 
it was still there and saw it flapping its wings but not going any-
where the next day. Unfortunately, the stack was about 20 feet high 
and no one in the area had a ladder tall enough to reach the bird.” 

     “The men working on the location attempted to remove the stack 
cover by placing a ladder on top of the tank and removing the bolts 
holding the cover in place, but were unable to lift the cover off the 
stack. While they discussed a new plan with Roosa one of the men 
looked up and noticed the bird was gone. Apparently, it had been 
startled enough by all the activity that it worked itself free and flew 
off while no one was looking. I am  working with the company to 
get the cover replaced with one that has larger holes to prevent any 
birds from get trapped in the future.” 
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     GR Information and Education 
Specialist Lucy Wold photographed 
this osprey out in the middle of the 
sagebrush, miles from water, with a 
fish in its talons, sitting on a fence. 

        Audubon  Migration Day 
   HawkWatch, Audubon, and the WGFD 
is providing free opportunities for the 
public to learn about the local raptors 
that migrate through, and the variety of 
avian species that call it home. Together, 

they want to raise awareness and appreciation for these species. 
Daly Edmunds, Audubon’s Director of Policy and Outreach in CO 
and WY, says this is the first time for this event.  
Friday, Oct 6th, Audubon Educator Jacelyn Downey will be work-
ing with the educators at HawkWatch to do classroom programs in 
Kemmerer. HawkWatch will be bringing educational birds along to 
really get the kids and teachers excited!  
Friday, Oct 6th , 6 pm, we’ll be offering a program @ Lincoln 
County Library in Kemmerer. In addition to presentations by HW 
and Audubon, WGFD Susan Patla will present about what WGFD 
does in regards to managing avian species in WY and about avian 
species of conservation concern 
Saturday, Oct 7th, 8-10 am, bird walk, Lake Viva Naughton, with 
spotting scopes.  Details TBD  
Saturday, Oct 7th, 11 am – 5pm,  people can come and go for hawk 
watching with experts on the ridge and help band birds. Call Daly 
Edmunds for details at: 307-760-7342 

Falcon-cross 
from Wind 
River Raptor 
Rehab Center 

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/accessto/Access/vivanaughton.asp
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~Fun fishing day on the Gorge for area seniors~ Nice fish on Green River ~ Kokanee closures~ 

     GR Information and Education Specialist Lucy 
Wold, along with retired GR Fisheries Biologist 
Bill Wengert (left, center with net) assisted Castle-
rock Convalescent Center staff taking a group of 
residents fishing for the day on Flaming Gorge Res-
ervoir.  Cedar Springs Marina donated four pon-
toon boats and, despite very smoky skies from area 
wildfires, folks caught fish and had a great time. 
There was a lot of competition going on between 
each boat, however, James Bucho caught the largest 
rainbow trout (left bottom) and Wengert netted 
it .Team Bucho/Wengert and crew caught the most 
fish!    

     Green River Game Wardens Levi Wood and Rob Shipe 
checked this happy angler on the Green River below 
Fontenelle Reservoir with a nice fish. (above) If you are 
an angler, the fishing has picked up around the region 
with the cooler water temperatures and it is a great time 
of the year to get out and fish. If you find yourself fishing 
on Flaming Gorge Reservoir or the Green River, remem-
ber there are special regulations that apply to kokanee. If 
you see anyone fishing for kokanee or snagging kokanee 
please call the stop poaching hotline at 1-877-WGFD-TIP. 
     All kokanee caught from Sept. 10 through Nov. 30 
on Flaming Gorge Reservoir must be released and re-
turned to the water immediately. Fishing on the Green 
River from the Fontenelle Dam downstream (one mile) 
to the USGS Gauge Station (Cable Crossing) is 
CLOSED Oct. 1 through Dec. 31. 
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~Hunter Education in southwest Wyoming ~ 

     GR Information and Education Specialist Lucy Wold taught a 
hunter education class with the help from volunteer Vern Howey 
(left, top) Office Managers Regina Dickson (below) and Sheila 
Deinhardt and GR Fisheries Biologist John Walrath (bottom left). 
The students learned more than just firearms safety. In fact, they 
learn hands-on about survival when they have to dress in layers 
and survive the “hypothermia chamber of death”. (a.k.a. cooler 
with lots of ice and cold water!) 



Office Managers Sheila Deinhardt (right) and Regina Dick-
son (left) pose by some of the new WGFD products for sale. 
Stop in and check out the new products. The girls want to 
remind watercraft owners that there will be no watercraft 
registrations done during the month of October. 
 

http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                                
Office Phone: 307-875-3223 

Office Fax: 307-875-3242 
Toll Free In-State 1-800-843-8096 

 

~Critter Spotlight~ 
Chukar    

By Mark Zornes a.k.a.  Leopold 
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Conserving Wildlife-Serving People 
  
We are on the web! http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                               stay connected      

 Chukar partridge, or simply chukar, is a favorite and very palatable game bird, introduced to Wyoming 
circa 1930 to provide additional upland bird hunting opportunity in Wyoming. They are well estab-
lished in areas within the Bighorn Basin and other arid portions of the state, including portions of Sweet-
water County. 

 Chukars are native to southeastern Europe and a large swath of southern Asia from Turkey to the toe 
slopes of the Himalayas in Nepal. Chukar is the national bird of Iraq and Pakistan. 

 In Wyoming, chukars tend to inhabit rough, rocky, steep habitats, often those with significant amounts 
of invasive cheatgrass (which comes from the same part of the world chukars originate from).  Cheat-
grass is an important part of the chukars diet on a seasonal basis given it is often green and palatable 
when other foods are scarce. However, chukars also eat a number of native and agricultural seeds and 
forbs, and eat a large number of insects during brood rearing.  While supremely adapted to an arid life-
style, chukars require free water and the lack of water can limit their distribution. 

 Chukars are one of the most sought after game birds in the western US and are a very challenging bird 
to hunt given their propensity for using the terrain to their advantage. Some hunters refer to chukar 
hunting as "sheep hunting with a bird dog," and hunters can find themselves in precarious positions in 
very steep rocky slopes when pursuing this elusive upland bird. Chukar hunting is not for the faint of 
heart or out of shape hunters. 

 Chukars form coveys during all periods of the year except during breeding, and flocks tend to aggregate 
as the year progresses. Winter coveys may be in excess of 50 birds. Coveys break up in spring and court-
ship begins in late spring-early summer. Nests are typically a scrape on the ground with some overhead 
cover such as shrubs or rocks.  The hen lays 5-15 eggs and precocial young hatch in about 23 days.  Chu-
kars roost on the ground, often in a rosette pattern (looking outward in 360 degrees) which is used by a 
number of upland birds around the world.  

WGFD Jeff Obrecht located this historical photo of a 
Department chukar release from the 50’s or early 60’s. 
Chukars were released on Flaming Gorge Reservoir in 
1998 and the season is still open today. 


